
            The Lord Provides 

Call to Worship:  Psalm 89:1-7               Hymn Insert-  Amazing Love 
1st Scripture:  1 Kings 17:1-16     Hymn #716-  There Shall be Showers of Blessing 
2nd Scripture:  2 Samuel 17:24-29                        Hymn Insert-  Blessed Be Your Name 

Introduction: 

 At the warning of Hushai, carried by Jonathan and Ahimaaz (the sons of Abiathar and 

Zadok), David and all of his followers have crossed over the Jordan River.  Prior to crossing, 

David and his followers found a short respite, in the city of Bahurim, where they were able to 

refresh themselves with much needed nourishment.  We recall that they were weary, having had 

to rush out of Jerusalem, across the Brook Kidron, and over the Mount of Olives.  Remember, 

due to the urgency of the matter, they had no time to pack sufficient supplies for the people.  And 

although Mephibosheth's servant, Ziba, brought some supplies to David, they would only suffice 

for a short time.  And so, they were, in the most literal and obvious sense, dependent upon the 

Lord, to supply them with life sustaining resources.   

 Well now, upon crossing the Jordan River, having to trek another twenty miles to 

Mahanaim, through mountainous, wilderness regions, certainly took an additional toll on their 

strength and stamina.  The whole trek, from Jerusalem to Mahanaim, is a forty (plus) mile trek, 

and again, you're not talking about a straight and even trek.  Your talking about mountains and 

hills, in probably dry, wilderness heat.  Needless to say, the trek was exhausting and draining, as 

our text confirms, and David and his followers would find themselves, once again, desperately in 

need of resources that they did not have themselves.   

 We have seen the Lord sustain David through many difficulties and trials thus far.  This 

morning, however, we will especially focus, not so much on how God delivers David from the 

hand of his enemies (we will, of course, come back to that), but rather, on how God provides for 

David and his followers, in their great time of need.  Introducing us, again, to "YHWH- JIREH," 

"The Lord, our Provider," will hopefully serve to encourage us, as we are reminded of the fact 

that God is the "Whole Package" for us.  Indeed, He is our Savior, our Defender, and a host of 

other things, but He is also, the One who provides for our every need! 
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I.  Absalom Crosses Over the Jordan River 

 After we are told that David had gone to Mahanaim, we are then told that Absalom had 

crossed over the Jordan as well, with all the men of Israel.  But again, in taking the advice of 

Hushai, and gathering all Israel together, a critical delay was granted David, giving him enough 

time to regroup, and to make it to Mahanaim, on the east side of the Jordan.  Needless to say, 

Absalom now crosses the Jordan, with the large army.  

 We are also told that Absalom had made Amasa, captain of the army, in place of Joab, 

who obviously had gone with David.  And we find that Amasa was also a nephew of David, and 

a cousin to Joab, being a son of Abigail, David's other sister, but with an Ishmaelite father (vs. 

25; see also 1 Chr. 2:13-17).  And so, Absalom and the army of Israel, then camped in the land of 

Gilead, as they sought to find and destroy David and his men (vs. 26). 

 II. The Lord Provides 

 Now, when David and his followers had arrived in Mahanaim, it was very clear to the 

people there, that they were "hungry and weary and thirsty in the wilderness." Verse 29b states 

this fact, as the motivation, which drove a few men, to do what they had done, in verses 27-29a, 

which we will now be considering.  We are told in those verses: 

 "Now it happened, when David had come to Mahanaim, that Shobi the son of Nahash 

from Rabbah of the people of Ammon, Machir the son of Ammiel from Lo Debar, and Barzillai 

the Gileadite from Rogelim, brought beds and basins, earthen vessels and wheat, barley and 

flour, parched grain and beans, lentils and parched seeds, honey and curds, sheep and cheese of 

the herd, for David and the people who were with him to eat. For they said, 'The people are 

hungry and weary and thirsty in the wilderness.'"   

 Seeing then, the plight of David and his followers, stranded, and without necessary life-

sustaining resources, in the wilderness, we are told of these three men, who take a compassionate 

interest, in helping them.  And, of course, we know, that behind the compassion of these men, 

lies the providential working of God's will, in caring for David and his people.  They are, God's 

arms and legs, as it were, ministering to David, from resources, which ultimately belong to God, 

along with everything else.  And brethren, interestingly enough, there are telling facts about these 
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men, which are worth considering for a few moments, before we move on, to consider a few 

applications for this morning.  What then do we know about these men? 

 1) First, we are told of a man named, "Shobi, the son of Nahash from Rabbah of the 

people of Ammon." 

 Now, you might recall, back in 2 Samuel 10, David had attempted to send messengers to 

comfort Hanun, the new king of Ammon, because his father, the former king, had just died.  

Well, the former king, who had just died was Nahash.  Of course, Hanun had, with the 

encouragement of foolish and paranoid counsel, shamed David's messengers, claiming that they 

were sent to spy out the land.  And this ultimately led to a war, between Israel and Ammon, 

where the Israelite army, under the leadership of Joab, had defeated and captured the royal city, 

Rabbah.  Well here, apparently, we find that, not all of Nahash's sons, were wrongly suspicious 

of David.  Shobi, another son of Nahash, from Rabbah, was, in fact, favorable toward David.  

Like his father, he trusted David, and here, rather than exact revenge, after what had happened to 

his brother and the royal city, he actually supports and helps David, during this great time of 

need.  Two brothers: One starts a war with David, on account of foolish suspicions, and the other 

provides beds and various food items, to help support David, during this time of trial.  

Sometimes, the one, whom you might least expect to help you, is the one, whom God has 

ordained for the very purpose of helping you.  

 That said, it probably was the case, that David had also set up Shobi, as a governor or 

leader of some sort, over the people of Ammon, in place of his brother, Hanun, upon learning of 

his disagreement with his brother's wicked actions toward David.  Either way, here Shobi could 

have easily taken advantage of David's misfortune, using this as an opportunity to restore 

Rabbah, wholly to the people of Ammon.  Instead, he helps David.  He repays David, for David's 

kindness to him, as it were. 

 2) Second, we are told of "Machir the son of Ammiel from Lo Debar."  There is brief 

mention of this man, back in 2 Samuel 9:5.  Who was Machir?  Machir was the man, who cared 

for Jonathan's crippled son, Mephibosheth, before David brought him to Jerusalem.  You might 

recall that when David desired to show kindness to someone from Saul's house, he had found out 

that Jonathan (Saul's son), had a son, named Mephibosheth, who was crippled in his feet.  And 
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when David asked where Mephibosheth was living, Ziba (a servant of Saul), told him that he was  

being cared for, at the house of a man named Machir, the son of Ammiel, from Lo Debar.  

 Well, no doubt, Machir was impressed by King David's gracious and ongoing kindness 

toward Mephibosheth.  And here, he returns the favor, as it were.  He sees the king in need, and 

reciprocates the blessing back on David.  Indeed, God has a way of causing our acts of kindness 

toward others, to return back on our own heads, even as he turns the wicked acts of the wicked, 

back upon their own heads.  

 3) Finally, thirdly, we are told of a man, named, "Barzillai the Gileadite from Rogelim."  

Now, while we don't have any information about this man's past, what we are told about him, 

later on, in 2 Samuel 19:31-39, is quite revealing about the man's character.   

 Since, we will be coming to that text, in the upcoming weeks, we are not going to spend 

time, looking at it now.  What I will mention for now, is that he was a very wealthy, eighty year 

old man, who, rather than settling down, comfortably in his wealth, saw the need of using, even 

his final years, for the purpose of helping others.  Not only does he provide liberally for David 

and his followers, but after Absalom is defeated, Barzillai travels all the way back to the Jordan 

River, as one of those, who would respectfully escort David, back across, into the Promised 

Land.  Needless to say, the man had a loyal and compassionate heart, and he was one, who was 

rich, not merely unto his own wellbeing, but also unto good works, and service to the king.   

    And so, these are the three men listed, who have come out, to provide all manner of 

supplies for David and his followers, during this time of great need.  

III.  Closing Applications 

 Having worked through the text then, brethren, let us conclude our time, by considering a 

few closing, relevant applications: 

 1) While our main motive for Christian service and for being generous to others, ought to 

be fixed on glorifying God; and while, we could never, on our best days, merit or obligate God 

unto blessing us, in any sense; and while Christ's free atonement, infinitely supersedes all of our 

services put together, yet, in a general sense, God often, graciously returns blessing on those who 
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bless others.  Often times, God, who does not need us, in any sense at all, is more than quick to 

reward us, for the services, with which He has privileged us, unto His glorious cause.  

 Proverbs 19:17 states, "He who has pity on the poor lends to the Lord, and He will pay 

back what he has given.  And again, Proverbs 11:25 states, "The generous soul will be made rich, 

and he who waters will also be watered himself."   

 Here, we find that David, has received back, from the fruit of his own labors.  Did he 

know that when he had graciously taken in Mephibosheth, that he would later be the object of 

Machir's generosity, when he found himself stranded in the wilderness, near Mahanaim.  Of 

course not.  Did he know that he would come to rely upon Shobi, after having supported and 

helped him, upon the defeat and overthrow of his brother Hanun's kingdom.  Probably not.  But 

here, these particular men took note of David and his followers, and though they were a large 

group of needy people, no doubt, David's own generosity and kindness, helped move them to 

show the same kindness and generosity to him, during his time of need.  

 And so, brethren, simply behold the profound way, in which, God often returns 

generosity upon the heads of the generous, and that, when they least expect it. 

 2)  How many people in Mahanaim saw the abundance of needy people, accompanied by 

the king, and yet, just looked the other way?  The king was in no position to help them.  He was 

presently no threat to them.  And so, they did not wish to be bothered with the inconvenience of 

sacrificing their own resources and time, for such a large group of people? 

 But, at least, three men were moved by God, to provide an abundance of resources for 

David and his followers.  In the life of the church, are you one of those, who actively strive to 

discover and meet the needs of others?  Or, do you simply turn away, avoiding the inconvenience 

and the potential sacrifices that you may have to make, by taking an interest in others?  Do you 

see the people here, even "the least of Christ's, brethren," as part of a common household of 

faith, whom you are delighted to help and serve, as a means of serving Christ?  You may not 

have much in the area of material resources or financial resources, but what of your time?  What 

of your word of encouragement?  What of your word of exhortation?  What of some other means 

of help or assistance that you might be able to provide, unto the edification of others?  Is there a 

motivation for being here, unto the end, of not merely seeking to feed your own soul, but also 
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unto the end of edifying and building up the body?  Or are you more of a "spectator."  Are you 

rowing the boat with others, or are you simply lying in the middle of the boat, letting everyone 

else, bear the brunt of the load?  Are you among the minority, as a Shobi, a Machir, or even an 

eighty year old Barzillai, or are you lost in the community of Mahanaim, with little concern for 

those, who are presently trekking through the wilderness, in need of precious water, bedding and 

life-sustaining sustenance?  The King is with His people in the wilderness, brethren!  Let us be 

willing to embrace inconvenience and sacrifice, for the glory of our King!  Let us not assume 

that all is progressing well.  Rather, let us ask, how can I serve to bring about progress and 

growth, in the Body!  Let us serve Him here, until we all make it into the Promised Land!  

[Contrast wicked Nabal with these men -- "according to your ability"]  [Barzillai, in his old age, 

found himself, yet useful for the kingdom of God! - An encouragement to the aged] 

 3) Brethren, in the midst of all the drama, which engulfed David here, let us not miss the 

hand of divine providence, providing for David and his followers.  David has a large following, 

and they were quickly, and unexpectedly, forced out of Jerusalem.  Life as they knew it, changed 

drastically, and that, without warning.  They went from being well preserved and nourished, to 

fleeing with virtually nothing...through a rocky, hilly, dry wilderness.  And yet, God provided for 

them all, didn't He? 

 From the supplies brought by Ziba, to the refreshment they received in Bahurim, to the 

abundant supplies and beds, received at Mahanaim, the invisible hand of God, provided for His 

people!  Don't miss that, brethren!  Indeed, the means; the resources were human, but make no 

mistake about it, the same One, who provided food for Elijah by ravens, provided food and 

supplies for David and his followers, in all of these circumstances.  It is far too easy to lose sight 

of this, especially when we are still living comfortably in Jerusalem.  But brethren, the time may 

come, where we must flee; where we must leave all of this behind, and where the resources, 

which are so accessible, at this time, become rare to us.  At such times, may we be among those, 

who have walked closely with the Lord in our abundance, so that, in our loss, we will yet, be 

able to trust that, "The Lord is our Shepherd, we will not want!"  Our God will provide, brethren!   

 4) Finally, to those of you, who are unsaved; to those of you, who are still outside of 

Jesus Christ, clinging to a world of fading dust, see here, among the sons of Nahash, two sons; 
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one, Hanun, an enemy of the king, and the other, Shobi, a friend and servant of the king.  God 

does not necessarily save in "family groups."  Sometimes, and while I would never want to 

imagine this in my own case; sometimes, he divides the family, and there are goats and sheep, 

living in the same household, eating from the same table, while on this earth.  Don't presume for 

a moment, that because your parents, your siblings, or even, everyone else in your household is 

saved, that you are guaranteed salvation as well.  There is no heavenly PBA card.  You can know 

every single Christian in the world; and you can know them well, but if you do not personally 

know Christ; if you, yourself, have not repented of your sins, and embraced Christ with your 

own faith, then you have no reason whatsoever, to believe for a moment, that God's favor is upon 

you.  In fact, if you die outside of Christ, your judgment will be more severe, for having rejected 

the light, that has surrounded you, so closely.  

 Will you die the death of a Hanun, or of a Shobi?  Will you die, an Esau or a Jacob?  Will 

you rebel against the King, or serve Him?  May God place the urgency of our personal salvation 

in our hearts, such that we flee desperately to Christ, for our own sakes, because no one will get 

to heaven by the apron strings of another! 

AMEN!!! 

Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25 
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