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KJV – Revelation 6:5-6 

 

“The Third Seal of The Revelation” 

Introduction: 

     In this lesson we will deal with that third seal of the four horsemen, that rider on the black horse 
that will introduce world-wide hunger, a famine on a global proportion unlike anything this world 
had ever seen or experienced in the past. It appears from this passage however that the wealthy 
and powerful of the earth are not so greatly affected by this world-wide spread of global hunger. 
Let’s begin with the reading of the text. 

Revelation 6:5-6 

5 And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo 
a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand. 

6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three 
measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine. 

     The color black here signifies famine as seen in Old Testament passages. Jeremiah the prophet 
told of a great famine in which the people gathered bread in peril of their lives because of the sword 
of the wilderness, their skin was black like the oven because of the terrible famine.  

Lamentations 5:8-10 

8 Servants have ruled over us: there is none that doth deliver us out of their hand. 

9 We gat our bread with the peril of our lives because of the sword of the wilderness. 

10 Our skin was black like an oven because of the terrible famine. 

     This third sealed is opened to reveal the third horseman holding a set of weights and balances in 
his hand, and riding on the black horse of famine. The third beast of the angelic order revealed that 
the famine would be great. Of the four horsemen, the black horse and its rider are the only ones 
whose appearance is accompanied by a vocal pronunciation. John hears a voice, unidentified but 
coming from among the four living creatures, that speaks of the prices of wheat and barley, also 
saying "and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine". This suggests that the black horse's famine is to 
drive up the price of grain but leave oil and wine supplies unaffected (though out of reach of the 
ordinary worker). The voice from the midst of the four beasts saying that this famine would be so 
severe that a daily wage will only but provide enough food for one person.  
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     These balances being held by the rider on the horse was a common measuring device of John’s 
time. The two small trays hung from each end of a balance beam. It would take a measure of wheat 
for a penny and three measures of barley for a penny indicating the great scarcity of food at great 
cost. It may even get so bad that the food will have to be distributed by the means of rationing and 
food lines, which the Anti-Christ will no doubt use the means of the mark of the beast to ration and 
provide this food to the common people.  

     A measure of wheat, or some translations have a quart of wheat for a penny or a denarius, which 
would be the approximate amount necessary to sustain one person for one day. The amount that it 
would cost would be none other than one day’s normal wage. An entire day’s wage would only be 
enough to feed and provide enough food for one person. What a scary time that is to think about.  

     Then it speaks of three measures or three quarts of barley for a penny or a denarius. This was 
used by the lower class and even used to feed the animals, this grain was much lower in nutrients 
and much cheaper than wheat. A full day’s wage would here provide enough for only a small 
family’s daily supply.  

     This famine would result in a worldwide hunger among the people of the earth. It would not just 
affect parts of Africa, Asia and South America. But this would be on a global scale. Strangely, despite 
the worldwide famine, the LORD prohibits the rider on this black horse from harming the oil and 
wine. Some Bible Scholars feel that since the olive trees and grapevines have deep rooted that this 
famine will not immediately affect these types of crops.  

     However the majority feel that this suggests that since the oil and the wine have been associated 
with ancient wealth and comfort in the past, this may suggest that some people will still possess 
great wealth and not feel the immediate effects of this worldwide famine of global proportion.  

James 5:1-3 

1Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you. 

2 Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth eaten. 

3 Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat 
your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days. 

     The Apostle James warns us that in the last days the rich will weep because their wealth will be 
worthless to help them during their famine and economic devastation that will unfold in the latter 
days. This worldwide hunger, the starvation and famine during the great tribulation will make all 
the others in the past seem so very little in comparison. 

     The rich will be left with nothing for even their gold and silver which has been the historical 
standard of value during dark time like these will be of no value. Though they have amassed great 
wealth for the last days, their gold and silver will tarnish because no one will want to buy anything 
except food. The LORD Jesus Christ told us that these things would happen. He spoke of these last 
days in the Olivet Discourse in Matthew chapter 24.  

 



3 
 

The Third Seal of The Revelation     St. Peter’s Cathedral Church 

Matthew 24:3-15 

3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when 
shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? 

4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. 

5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 

6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must 
come to pass, but the end is not yet. 

7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and 
pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 

8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 

9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for 
my name's sake. 

10 And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another. 

11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. 

12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. 

13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. 

14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and 
then shall the end come. 

15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in 
the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) 

     Jesus took His disciples up on the Mount of Olives to look down at the temple and the city. This 
hill is directly to the east of the temple across the Kidron Valley up from the Garden of Gethsemane. 
This spot affords the best panoramic view of the city of Jerusalem. And as he sat upon the mount of 
Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall 
be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?  

     Luke explains in his gospel that the disciples supposed that the kingdom of God was going to 
appear immediately. The destruction of the temple that Jesus spoke of in verse number two did not 
fit into their eschatological scheme they envisioned, so they asked for clarification.  

     Notice to whom He was addressing, where, when and about what. He was addressing His 
disciples in relation to the nation of Israel. Matthew chapter 24 outlines the great tribulation and 
gives details of the first four seals of the Revelation.  
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     In verses four through fifteen the LORD Jesus is speaking of the first three and a half years. Notice 
how He speaks of the signs leading up to the mid-way point beginning with four very significant 
signs.  

1. And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. For many shall 
come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. Yes we have had false Christ 
arise in the past, but there will be one that will arise in the last days and the majority of the 
earth will look to for peace and resolution during this time of great trouble. This man will be 
the Anti-Christ; the first seal of the Revelation – the rider on that white horse. 

 
2. And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things 

must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom: There have been countless wars and battles down through the years, but 
none like the fighting and the wars during this time of Daniel’s 70th Week. This rider will be 
given power to take peace from the earth; the second seal of the Revelation – the rider on 
that red horse.  

 
3. And there shall be famines: This is a famine like none has ever been since before from the 

beginning of time. This is world-wide hunger on a global scale. This is that rider that takes a 
measure of wheat and three measures of barley for a day’s wages; the third seal of the 
Revelation – the rider on the black horse.  
 

4. And there shall be. . . . . pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. All these are the 
beginning of sorrows. This is that last seal of the four horseman of the Revelation. This is the 
remaining death and destruction that will follow. The fourth seal of the Revelation – that 
rider on that pale horse and his name is death and Hell followed with him.  

     These signs are clear, given even by the LORD Jesus Chris Himself. Throughout the history of 
mankind a common factor of war has always been famine. Both Jesus Christ and the Apostle John 
gave us these signs in order. First is the Anti-Christ with the sense of false peace, yet it is not peace 
but utter chaos and destruction.  

     Then we have that second seal which is global world war and fighting with death by the sword. 
Followed by the war and destruction will be world-wide hunger and famine on the global scale. 
Because of the war, death, destruction and famine there will be an outbreak of pestilences which is 
death.  

     Famine has always been throughout the ages of history an accompanying factor along with war. 
Cities are destroyed, crops are burned and food supplies are decimated. Unlike the wars of the past 
that brought famine to countries, this outbreak of starvation will not be contained in a small region 
like Africa or smaller third world countries. This famine will be on a global scale and will reach to 
the four corners of the earth.  

     All mankind who is left behind for the great tribulation will remain to experience this period of 
starvation. This great time of trouble is nearing and we think that it is bad now, when this period 
starts this will be the beginning of sorrows. But all these things must come to pass, but the end is 
not yet, as the LORD tells us.  



5 
 

The Third Seal of The Revelation     St. Peter’s Cathedral Church 

     The LORD Jesus Christ releases these first four seals to purge this earth of the sin and wickedness 
before He consummates the age with His glorious return in the second coming. Who in their right 
mind would want to be left behind for this great time of trouble that is to come, because your hope, 
your rest and your peace lies not in a global leader?  

     Your hope, assurance and security lies not within a political party, or a stock pile of weapons or 
even in a warehouse stocked with food; but my friend your only hope, peace, rest, assurance and 
salvation lies in the LORD Jesus Christ who gave Himself for you. Because one day He will return for 
His Church, you do not want to be one who has already rejected Him and His great gift of salvation 
that He brought and paid for at the cross. Because friend He and He alone is your only answer, do 
not be left behind! 


