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Ordinances Part 4 Communion

Part 1: Church. A local, called-out, assembly of persons baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost. A congregation is built upon Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God.

Part 2: Baptism. A full immersion in water symbolizing the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. An ordinance in the church.

Part 3: Feet washing. Given as an example of love, submission, and servanthood by Jesus Christ for the 
church.

Part 4: Communion or the Lord's supper.

Correction to the previous week's sermon: it is not mandated that feet washing and the Lord's supper 
be separated by a meal. Scripture provides a guide, with both feet washing and communion following a 
meal. However, they were two different meals. Feet washing preceded the Passover meal, where the 
Lord's supper was instituted by Jesus Christ. For convenience and consideration of our members, we 
will have feet washing following service, but preceding the Lord's supper. Our fellowship meal is 
separate and apart from the special service.

As we did with feet washing, let us also look at the historical record so that we might understand the 
context of the Passover and the Lord's supper.

Exodus 11-13 is the historical record of the Passover.

Egypt had been subjected to many plagues, but Pharoah resisted. So, the Lord gives one more: the 
death of the firstborn.

Exodus 11:1 And the LORD said unto Moses, Yet will I bring one plague more upon 
Pharaoh, and upon Egypt; afterwards he will let you go hence: when he shall let you 
go, he shall surely thrust you out hence altogether. 

Exodus 11:4-6 4  And Moses said, Thus saith the LORD, About midnight will I go out into the 
midst of Egypt: 5  And all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the 
firstborn of Pharaoh that sitteth upon his throne, even unto the firstborn of the 
maidservant that is behind the mill; and all the firstborn of beasts. 6  And there shall 
be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there was none like it, nor shall be like it 
any more. 

The Lord gives Moses and Aaron an ordinance: the Passover feast.

The feast begins with the selection of a lamb.

Exodus 12:3-11 3  Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of 
this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their 
fathers, a lamb for an house: 4  And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and his 
neighbour next unto his house take it according to the number of the souls; every man 
according to his eating shall make your count for the lamb. 5  Your lamb shall be without 
blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats: 
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The lamb is killed.

6  And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole 
assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening. 

The lamb's blood is applied.

7  And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the 
upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it. 

Exodus 12:13  And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye 
are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be 
upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.

The lamb's flesh is eaten, along with herbs and unleavened bread.

8  And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; 
and with bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9  Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, 
but roast with fire; his head with his legs, and with the purtenance thereof. 

Nothing of the lamb is to remain. All of it is to be burned with fire until it is gone.

10  And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the morning; and that which 
remaineth of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire. 

The entire feast is to be eaten in the evening quickly in preparation to leave.

11  ¶And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and 
your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD'S passover. 

The feast was to be an everlasting memorial to the salvation of the Hebrew nation from the Egyptians.

Exodus 12:14  And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast 
to the LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for 
ever.

The lamb is a type and symbol of Jesus Christ in its purity, selection, sacrifice, blood, and 
consumption.

Isaiah 53:7  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is 
brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he 
openeth not his mouth. (This is the same scripture that the Ethiopian eunuch was reading 
when Philip met him in Acts 8:26-39)

John 1:29-30  ¶The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 30  This is he of whom I said, 
After me cometh a man which is preferred before me: for he was before me.
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1 Peter 1:18-21 18  Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition 
from your fathers; 19  But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot: 20  Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the 
world, but was manifest in these last times for you, 21  Who by him do believe in God, that 
raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.

The meal is a type and symbol of the marriage supper of the lamb.

Revelation 19:4-9 4  And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and 
worshipped God that sat on the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia. 5  And a voice came out of the 
throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both small and great. 6  
And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as 
the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 7  Let 
us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and 
his wife hath made herself ready. 8  And to her was granted that she should be 
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of 
saints. 9  And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the 
marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God. 

The unleavened bread is a type and symbol of Jesus Christ in its purity, consumption, and sustenance.

Exodus 34:25 Thou shalt not offer the blood of my sacrifice with leaven; neither 
shall the sacrifice of the feast of the passover be left unto the morning.

John 6:31-35 31  Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave them bread 
from heaven to eat. 32  Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave 
you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. 
33  For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world. 
34  Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. 35  And Jesus said unto them, I 
am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth 
on me shall never thirst. 

John 6:47-58 47  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life. 
48  I am that bread of life. 49  Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. 50  
This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. 51  
I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, 
he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for 
the life of the world. 52  The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, How can this 
man give us his flesh to eat? 53  Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in 
you. 54  Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I 
will raise him up at the last day. 55  For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is 
drink indeed. 56  He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, 
and I in him. 57  As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so he 
that eateth me, even he shall live by me. 58  This is that bread which came down from 
heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall 
live for ever.
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John 12:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground 
and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. 

John Gill on verse 24: it shoots out, and rises above ground, and appears in blade, and stalk, 
and ear, and produces many corns or grains of wheat; all which our Lord intends should be 
accommodated to himself, and to his death, and the fruits of it. He compares himself to a corn 
of wheat; to wheat, for the choiceness and excellency of it above all other grain, he being the 
chiefest among ten thousand, angels or men; and for the purity and cleanness of it, he being, 
even in his human nature, pure, and free from sin; and for its fruitfulness, he being fruitful in 
himself, and the cause of all fruitfulness in his people; and for its usefulness for food, he being 
the bread of life, and the finest of the wheat: and whereas the wheat must be threshed, and 
ground, and sifted, and kneaded, and baked, before it is fit for food; all this may express the 
sufferings and death of Christ, in order to be proper food for the faith of his people: and 
Christ here compares himself to a single corn of wheat, because he was of little account 
among men, and but little or nothing was expected by them from him; and chiefly because he 
was alone in the salvation of his people. The death of Christ is signified by the falling of the 
corn of wheat into the ground, and dying, and shows that Christ's death was not accidental, 
but designed; it was determined in the counsels and purposes of God, and intended for his 
glory and the redemption of men; even as wheat falls out of the hands of the sower, not 
casually, but on purpose, that it may die and spring up again, and produce an increase: and 
also, that the death of Christ was voluntary, both on his Father's part, and on his own; and 
was real, and not in appearance only, and yet was but for a short time; as the corn of wheat 
that dies, soon revives again, and is quickly above ground, so Christ, though he really died, 
did not long continue under the power of death, but rose again the third day, and now lives 
for ever. Moreover, Christ intimates by this simile, that if he had not died, he should have 
been alone; not without his Father, and the blessed Spirit; nor without the holy and elect 
angels, but without any of the sons of men, who all fell and died in Adam; and had not Christ 
died, none of them would have lived; none of them could have been justified; nor could their 
sins have been expiated; nor would any of them have been regenerated: Christ must have 
been without them in heaven; wherefore he chose rather to die for them, that they might be 
for ever with him, than be alone in the human nature. And he further observes hereby, that 
his death would be productive of much fruit; which may be understood both of a large 
harvest of souls, that should be saved, among Jews, and Gentiles, and especially the latter; 
and of the blessings of grace, as redemption, justification, peace, pardon, and eternal life, 
that should follow upon it.

The passover continued from Old Testament time to New Testament time.

Luke 2:41-42 41  Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the 
passover. 42  And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom 
of the feast. 

Luke 22:1-2 1  Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which is called the 
Passover. 2  And the chief priests and scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared 
the people.
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Matthew 26:26-30, Mark 14:22-26, Luke 22:14-20, and 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 all agree on 
the sequence of the Lord’s Supper: First the bread is blessed, broken, given, and eaten. Second the 
wine is blessed, given, and drank. In both Matthew's and Mark's accounts, Jesus and his apostles sing 
a hymn and leave from the meeting.

Matthew 26:26-30 26  ¶And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and 
brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. 27  And he 
took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; 28  
For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins. 29  But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, 
until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom. 30  And when they had 
sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives

The Lord's supper was established for only those who are baptized believers within the local assembly. 
This is commonly called close or closed communion. The congregation may choose to include others in 
the communion service who are known to be of like faith and practice, but it is not to be extended to 
those outside of those restrictions. Jesus set the example as he shared the special meal following 
passover only with those who were clean (John 13:10). Judas Iscariot had already left after Jesus gave 
the example of feet washing (John 13:21-30).

Paul gives these warnings to the church at Corinth.

1 Corinthians 5:6-8 6  Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven 
leaveneth the whole lump? 7  Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a 
new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: 8  
Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and 
wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

1 Corinthians 11:27-29 27  Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of 
the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 28  But let a man 
examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. 29  For he that eateth 
and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's 
body.

As the Passover feast, so the Lord's supper. It is a time to remember God's salvation of his people 
through the death of Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 11:26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the 
Lord's death till he come.

In Luke 22:19 and 1 Corinthians 11:24-25 Jesus commands this do in remembrance of me.

And the Lord's supper has another purpose. While remembering the death of Jesus Christ (the Lord's 
death), it also looks forward to his return (till he come) when we, who are ready, with our staff in our 
hand, our loins girded about, and our shoes on our feet, will no longer eat the meal in haste, but will 
journey forth with him out of this world and join him at his feast in heaven for all eternity.
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