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Oh, again, thanks for coming tonight to our final conference on the Bible and finances.   
Let’s open tonight with a word of prayer. 
 
Our Father which art in heaven, we come to thee at the beginning of this meeting. We 
pray for thy blessing on us. We pray for open hearts to thy Word as thy Word speaks to us 
in another important, practical and somewhat private area of our life.  Help us, Lord, to 
see the wisdom of the Scriptures and be able to follow that wisdom in our lives.  Pardon 
our sins. Help us to continue to live in all things to the glory of thy name, also with the 
things that we have that we have received from thee.  Hear us, we pray, for Jesus’ sake 
we ask it. Amen. 
 
I want to read tonight from Luke chapter 12 beginning at verse 13 and we will read 
through verse 30. 
 

And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my brother, that 
he divide the inheritance with me.  And he said unto him, Man, who made 
me a judge or a divider over you?  And he said unto them, Take heed, and 
beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance 
of the things which he possesseth.  And he spake a parable unto them, 
saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: And he 
thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room 
where to bestow my fruits?  And he said, This will I do: I will pull down 
my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my 
goods.  And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for 
many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.  But God said unto 
him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose 
shall those things be, which thou hast provided?  So is he that layeth up 
treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.   
 
And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought 
for your life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on.   
The life is more than meat, and the body is more than raiment.  Consider 
the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; which neither have storehouse 
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nor barn; and God feedeth them: how much more are ye better than the 
fowls?  And which of you with taking thought can add to his stature one 
cubit?  If ye then be not able to do that thing which is least, why take ye 
thought for the rest?  Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they 
spin not; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these.  If then God so clothe the grass, which is to day 
in the field, and to morrow is cast into the oven; how much more will he 
clothe you, O ye of little faith?  And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what 
ye shall drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind.  For all these things do the 
nations of the world seek after: and your Father knoweth that ye have need 
of these things.  But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these 
things shall be added unto you.1 

 
Our subject tonight is consumption and debt and those are really two different subjects, 
but they are very related to each other. And they are related to each other very closely in 
this way that all of us probably have debt of some sort and we are all consumers.  And so 
much debt is driven by over consumption. 
 
Let me just give an example. The current economic situation that our country is in—there 
was a collapse about a year ago in the stock market—was driven by overconsumption. 
People were able to get more money than they could financially and fiscally be 
responsible for in loans. They loaned money on properties that really weren’t worth the 
amount that they were paying for them.  The bottom fell out of it all and they are left with 
massive amounts of debt for their over consumption.   And people want to blame the 
government and the banks, the financial institutions and, for sure, there is some 
responsibility there.  But really it is a consumer problem, over spending on the part of 
individuals. 
 
Today it is very easy to get money. You can go to almost any bank, any one and get some 
amount of money.  It is as easy in some ways as finding money on the sidewalk.  Banks 
advertise to get money into your hands. 
 
And the Word of God speaks very clearly to this area of our life.  And today’s speech, I 
expect, will be convicting for all of us, not because I have wisdom to share with you, but 
the Word of God is quick, living and powerful and sharper than any two edged sword. 
 
So, to begin with, let’s talk about consumption and I want to look at particularly one text 
in the book of Proverbs. But before we do that, let me just say this.  The Bible expects 
moderation from us in our spending. What is a moderate person?  Well, a moderate 
person is someone who does something within reasonable limits.  He is an average 
person.  He doesn’t spend beyond what he has. He doesn’t live in excesses.   
 
Philippians chapter four verse five says, “Let your moderation be known unto all men.”2 
 
                                                
1 Luke 12:13-30. 
2 Philippians 4:5.  
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This is something that should be evident in the life of the Christians. And it doesn’t only 
apply in the area of finances. It applies in the way that we handle our temperament and 
our anger, expressions of anger.  It applies in the way that a person uses their tongue. It 
applies in the use of alcohol and the expression of any others of our desires.   
 
The Bible says, “Let your moderation be known unto all men.”3 
 
Proverbs chapter 25 and verse 16 is talking about this, Proverbs chapter 25 and verse 16. 
And it makes very clear that God expects moderation from us in our spending.   
 
Proverbs 25 and verse 16.   
 
“Hast thou found honey? eat so much as is sufficient for thee, lest thou be filled 
therewith, and vomit it.”4 
 
Now the text is speaking of honey. What is honey in the Scriptures?  Well, honey is more 
than you need. There is bread as one staple of the diet given in Scripture and then there is 
honey given as an example of an excess that is available to you.  Perhaps we would say 
dessert. Have you found excess, more than what you need, some of the sweet things of 
life? 
 
Now, before you say, “Well, that is not speaking to me,” let’s understand riches and 
poverty in biblical terms.  We have talked about this before, but the biblical term for 
poverty is to beg. And it means that you have less than the necessities of life and the 
Bible explains what the necessities of life are in, for example, Jesus’ pray, “Give us this 
day our daily bread.“5 
 
Do you have more than the necessities of life?  Then you have found honey.  And there is 
a warning.   
 
“Hast thou found honey? eat so much as is sufficient for thee, lest thou be filled 
therewith, and vomit it.”6 
 
And it is really a humorous illustration. You can imagine someone eating too much of a 
sweet thing and becoming quite sick.   
 
I remember when I was a child cotton candy the first time I tasted it. And I had a number 
of siblings that didn’t want their bag and so I wound up with more bags than my stomach 
could handle and in the car on the way home there was a mess.  
 

                                                
3 Ibid.  
4 Proverbs 25:16. 
5 Matthew 6:11. 
6 Proverbs 25:16. 
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Well, that is what he is saying here. Have you found honey?  It can be destructive for you 
if you over consume.  Have you found the pleasant things of life? Excessive living, he is 
saying, basically, is destructive.  
 
And there is a warning here, first of all, to those who have more than they need.  It is 
addressed to those who have found honey, that is, those who have excess in their life.  
Just because you have extra, he is saying, doesn’t mean you have the right to spend the 
extra as you please. 
 
Because that is destructive. And you don’t have to look far to see that. Even just from an 
outward point of view. The rich are not always the happy. Indulging in the excesses of 
life doesn’t necessarily bring happiness to a person in his life.  If you look, for example, 
at the wealthy in our country, those who are stars or some sort, sports, the entertainment 
industry and very often they are the same people whose lives are ruined because of the 
excess that they have.  They over indulge themselves and they hurt themselves.   
 
The Holy Spirit is saying we don’t have he capacity to handle the extra. 
 
You remember in the Scriptures Solomon was a very wealthy man and the Scriptures tell 
us some things about what he got in one day. His provision for one day, 1 Kings four 
verses 22 and 23 was, “Thirty measures of fine flour, and threescore measures of meal, 
Ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the pastures, and an hundred sheep, beside harts, 
and roebucks, and fallowdeer, and fatted fowl.”7 
 
And then the 1 Kings 10:21 talks about his vessels of gold and none of them were of 
silver. They were all of gold. 
 
And you know what happened to Solomon. In his excess he attracted the wrong kind of 
people to himself and it became destructive to him. And it is a warning not just to 
Solomon, but to all of us, not just to the rich, but to everyone.   
 
How have we been guilty of excess?  Think of food. Think of pleasure. Think of clothing. 
Think of recreation, of housing and furniture in every area of life.  Everyone has an area 
of weakness in their life, their own interest.  And we all have to listen to the words of the 
text and see how they apply to us.  Are you tempted to over indulge in an area of your 
life?   
 
And I think the warning is as much applicable to those who have less, especially in the 
day and age in which we live.  Because you can overspend without having the resources 
to spend. You can easily put yourself into debt through excessive living in an 
irresponsible way for things and money that you don’t have, credit cards and so on.’ 
 
And so this is a warning to every one of us.  And the warning comes because of the 
danger. There is a physical danger, first of all, a financial danger.   
 
                                                
7 1 Kings 4:22-23. 
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Proverbs 21 verse 17.   
 
“He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man: he that loveth wine and oil shall not be 
rich.”8 
 
And many people have found that out in one way or another in their lives. But especially 
there is a spiritual danger.  What we are talking about here is a sin.   
 
Over indulging comes from a covetous attitude and approach toward life, greed.  And this 
becomes destructive in a person’s life spiritually and in their own hearts and their own 
soul.  It is characteristic of ungodly men to live excessively. 
 
Think in the Scriptures of Queen Esther and King Ahasuerus. Think of the prodigal son 
who wasted his substance on riotous living.  He thought that because he had it, he could 
spend it. 
 
And Philippians chapter three describes people like this.  It says, “Whose end is 
destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind 
earthly things.”9  This is speaking of the reprobate, ungodly unbelievers.  
 
And we are not just talking here about the sin of gluttony or the sin of self indulgence, 
but the sin, at bottom, is the sin of covetousness, a heart sin. And this is how this sin is so 
destructive because it is a sin which feeds on itself.  It is like a fire that burns and is never 
satisfied.  
 
1 Timothy six verse 10 puts it this way.  “The love of money...”10 covetousness, desire 
for money, “is the root of all evil.”11 And it drowns men in destruction and perdition. 
 
And so it is destructive personally from a spiritual point of view. And then it has broader 
destructive effects in your life.  To live excessively is destructive in your relationship to 
spiritual things.  It destroys your ability to hear the Word of God. 
 
 You know the parable or the illustration that Jesus says about the rich man.  How hardly 
shall a rich man enter into the kingdom of God. He doesn’t say it is impossible. But Luke 
eight verse 14 the word comes and it falls among the thorns and Jesus says these are they 
who “when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures 
of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection.”12  
 
They are being consumed with the pleasures and the cares of life.  It takes them away 
from the Word of God.   
 

                                                
8 Proverbs 21:17. 
9 Philippians 3:19.  
10 1 Timothy 6:10.  
11 Ibid.  
12 Luke 8:14. 
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Self indulgence stands in the way of generosity and giving to other.  It skews our 
priorities.  If I am set on a vacation or if I am set on saving for something for myself then 
I can easily hold back from giving to the Lord and giving to the poor. 
 
Self indulgence makes it difficult for me to relate to others who have less because a self 
indulgent lifestyle in the church and excessive living in the church very often creates 
distinctions in the church between believers so that it is very difficult for them to relate to 
one another. 
 
He gives us a sense of self sufficiency and self security.  Jesus says it is hard for the rich 
to enter into the kingdom of heaven.  
 
And so there is this warning. 
 
“Hast thou found honey? eat so much as is sufficient.”13  
 
That is moderation. That is not just as sufficient for thee, lest thou be full and all the 
negative effects, the destructive properties of excessive living come in your life. 
 
We want tonight, as well, to talk about debt.  And as we do that we want to begin by 
defining debt. What is debt?  Well, debt is very simply money that you have owed to any 
one else for anything else.  That is debt.  We can even be in debt to God the Scriptures 
teach. 
 
In the book of Malachi chapter three verse eight. The people ask, “Wherein have we 
robed [God]?”14 
 
And God says, “In [your] tithes and [your] offerings.”15 
 
We are indebted to give, to return to the Lord what he has first given to us.   
 
Now it is good for us so as we begin to look at debt to understand some of the different 
kinds of debt that there are. And I think even just distinguishing the different kinds of 
debt that there are help us to see some of the problems and even the applications in the 
area of debt. 
 
There is, first of all, consumer debt.  That is debt for money that you spend on 
consumption, on things, things like clothes or groceries or vacations or a vehicle.  It is an 
area of our life where we can very easily live above our means. 
 
The second area of debt or the second kind of debt is credit card debt. And I don’t mean 
the balance that you can pay, but I mean debt that you can’t pay and you don’t pay 
because you can’t and it carries over. That is debt.  

                                                
13 Proverbs 25:16. 
14 Malachi 3:8. 
15 Ibid.  



Page 7 of 18 
 

 
A third kind of debt is mortgage debt, that is debt for housing and that needs examination 
in our lives, too. Housing is necessary, but not all mortgage debt is necessary debt or 
good debt. 
 
The culture that we live in tells us, “You deserve to have a home.” And financial 
institutions and even the government in the past has told people, “You deserve to live in a 
house that is worth this much money, way above what a person can afford with their 
income.”  And so there is mortgage debt. 
 
And then, in the fourth place, a fourth kind of debt, there is business debt, debts related to 
the running of a company. And, again, that needs to be scrutinized under the principles of 
the Word of God.  It may be debt for investment purposes, but does it meet the biblical 
criteria for debt? 
 
So what does the Bible say about debt?  Well, first of all, the Bible does not condemn all 
debt.  Some will teach that and they will take texts like Romans 13 verse eight which 
says, “Owe no man any thing, but to love one another,”16 and they will say, “Well, that 
means that all debt is wrong.” 
 
But that cannot be the case.  That is an extreme position.  And if you look at the 
Scriptures you see that debt is legitimate.  Let me give some reasons. 
 
First of all, the Bible uses the idea of debt to demonstrate the meaning of the gospel of 
salvation.  The reality of debt impresses on us our situation before God and the greatness 
of the forgiveness of God in the gospel and in the gift of his Son. 
 
And that is a pattern for us in our relationship towards each other in the area of 
forgiveness and even a pattern for those who loan money to others.  
 
Another reason is this that debt is legitimate, Jesus himself knew this, the idea of debt in 
so much of his teaching and parables.  
 
And then, third, if you look at the Old Testament nation of Israel and their economic life, 
so much of it was built around the idea of debt and buying and selling and redeeming and 
paying back. It was all a part of the economic life of Israel.   
 
And so debt is not condemned outright in the Scriptures. But the Bible does condemn, 
now, two forms of debt. And those two forms are usury and surety.   
 
What is usury? Well, usury is a device that the rich use to get money out of the poor by 
taking advantage of the poor man’s inability to meet his needs or to repay his debt.   
 

                                                
16 Romans 8:13. 
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Maybe the best way to explain it is to draw a parallel today. And I think this is a good 
parallel.  It is what credit card companies do. They give to people who cannot afford a 
credit limit which is way above their ability. 
 
So a person makes 20,000 dollars a year and they have a credit card with a available 
credit of 40,000 dollars.  And they can go out tomorrow and spend up to their limit and 
then what do the banks do? Well, they charge these outrageous interest to those who have 
used the money that they have offered to them. And that is really what was happening in 
usury in the Old Testament.  People were taking advantage of a poor man’s need and 
situation and then taking advantage of the fact that he couldn’t repay or charging 
excessive amounts of interest. 
 
The other thing that the Bible condemns is becoming surety for another.  Now surety is 
more than loaning money. Surety is more than guaranteeing someone else, but it is this.  
It is guaranteeing another person’s debt by putting your own livelihood at risk.  That is 
what surety is.  
 
And it still happens today. Why is there a caution and a warning against it in the 
Scriptures?  Well, because as stewards we have a responsibility first to our own home and 
our own situation.  And if you become surety for another person you jeopardize your own 
financial responsibilities and your ability to take care of those things. And so the Bible 
says that it is foolish. It is to your own destruction that you become surety for another. 
 
Let’s talk about some principles for debt, biblical principles for debt.  And to begin with I 
want to point to a Bible passage that speaks about debt, Proverbs chapter 22 and verse 
seven which is probably one of the most outstanding biblical passages on the idea of debt. 
 
Proverbs chapter 22 and verse seven. It doesn’t tell us to do anything.  But it is an 
observation.   Solomon was a wise man and this is what he observed. 
 
“The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender.”17 
 
This is what Solomon saw when he looked out in the world of economics.  He is not 
saying this is how it should be. He is saying this is reality.  This is the way that it is.  
Very often the rich will take care of the poor and take advantage of the poor.  They will 
do that by lending to them with these unreasonable repayment terms.  They will do it by 
getting into power and politics and making laws that favor the rich and are oppressive to 
the poor and so the Scriptures warn governments against oppressing the poor. They 
employ the poor and make great profit for them and don’t give them in their wages what 
they deserve. 
 
So Solomon says, “This is what I observe. The rich rule over the poor.  And the 
borrower,” he says, “becomes servant to the lender.” And that is another separate 
observation, same similar idea.  But now he is looking at it from the point of view of the 
poor, the one who is borrowing money. And he is saying, “When you borrow money 
                                                
17 Proverbs 22:7.  
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from another, you put yourself in subjection to that person. You voluntarily put yourself 
under the government and the will and the authority of another.   
 
If a part of your existence is... can be attributed to debt that part of your existence is 
really something that belongs to somebody else.  And you have extreme examples of that 
in the Scripture.  
 
For example in 2 Kings chapter four Elisha comes to the widow and she has two sons and 
they are about to sell her sons because she owes money or her husband owed money 
before he died. The borrower is servant to the lender.  That is what Solomon observes 
here. And we should see in it a warning, a warning in the area of debt.   
 
What are some principles?  First of all debt should never be driven by sinful desire or 
covetousness or lust.  The real problem with debt is not debt itself, but the reason that so 
many people go into debt. And that is their greed and their self indulgence and their over 
consumption.   
 
In Luke chapter 12 and verse 15 Jesus says, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for 
a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.”18 
 
How contrary to what our world and our culture teaches people. This is what it says. 
Your life is about what you have. Your happiness is about what you can enjoy in this life.   
 
Jesus says, “That is not what life is about. It is not about what you can have, not about 
what you possess, not about the abundance of things that you have in your possession.”  
 
And debt must never be driven by sinful desire.  
 
We mustn’t get things because we want them.  That mustn’t be the motivating force 
behind getting things, furniture, clothing.   
 
And this speaks to two of the kinds of debt that I identified, consumer debt and credit 
card debt.  It shouldn’t be driven by desire.   
 
A second principle is this, that debt must make economic sense.  That is, the figures must 
make sense.  Otherwise it is waste. The thing that you are purchasing must be worth the 
amount or more than the amount that you are loaning to pay for it.  There is a sense in 
which it should keep its value or at least give us its worth while we have it so that when 
we are done, done paying for it with ... we can add up the sums and it makes sense.   
 
And then this way it must make economic sense, too.  We must have a guaranteed way of 
paying the debt, making the payments.  That is financial responsibility. And that is what 
Jesus is teaching in Luke 14 when he says this.  
 

                                                
18 Luke 12:15. 
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“Which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, 
whether he have sufficient to finish it?”19 
 
And he is saying this.  Before you do something just in your life from a financial point of 
view, you see that it makes financial sense before hand. And Jesus is using that as an 
illustration for discipleship. There is a cost. And we have to understand the cost of being 
disciples of Jesus Christ.   
 
Another principle we must look at the purpose of the purchase.  And we have seen over 
and over again in this series that God gives us all things not just to enjoy for ourselves, 
but to bring honor to him. 
 
Honor the Lord with your substance and the first fruits of your increase. And it is very 
easy for us to loan money for things that will actually take us away from God and detract 
from our ability to honor him.   
 
Somebody who spends excessively on recreation and spends excessively on vacations 
soon finds out that their indulgence in these things takes them away from the life of the 
church and takes them away from spiritual activities and they are detrimental in the end. 
We have to look at the purpose of our purchase.  Are we going to honor the Lord with 
this? 
 
And then also we must understand our obligation to repay the debt.  Psalm 37 verse 21 
says of an unbelieving man that he borrows often and pays not back.  And the implication 
is this.  This is not what the believer does. This is now what the godly man does. When 
he borrows he repays the debt and the goal when we go into debt should be to repay the 
debt, to become debt free, to become free from the bondage that is there in debt.’ 
 
So those are some of the principles.   
 
Well, one thing that comes out of the Scripture, as well, is that it dangerous to borrow 
money. There is a danger associated with going into debt. 
 
“The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender.”20 
 
And improper debt is destructive.  Let’s see some ways that it is destructive.  First of all 
getting into debt is very easy while getting out of debt is well nigh impossible because 
debt itself is a trap.  Debt itself is a trap.  And you can do some very simple numbers.  It 
costs a lot of money to go into debt.   
 
If I over spend 1000 dollars a year more than my income and I do that over 10 years that 
is 10,000 dollars.  So I have got 10,000 dollars of debt. And at the end of 10 years I 
decide, well, I am going to get out of debt.  Now where is the money going to come from 
to get me out of debt?  I can’t magically come up with the money. And so what do I do?   
                                                
19 Luke 14:28.  
20 Proverbs 22:7.  
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Well, over 10 years, perhaps, I pay that debt off.  But I pay 1000 dollars a year in 
principle, but a lot more in interest. And you can add up the compound interest and soon I 
pay 30,000 dollars over 10 years to pay back the 10,000 dollars that I overspent in the 
first 10 years.  So 10,000 dollars costs me 30,000 dollars.   
 
It doesn’t make economic sense. Compounding interest works against you.  And so 
excessive living and debt, these things we must see together.   
 
The book of Proverbs says, again, that riches take wings and they fly away and the man 
who lives excessively will become a poor man.   
 
Debt can also mortgage your economic future.  When you have debt that becomes the 
first priority of your life, paying off the debt.  And what do you do? Well, you tie 
yourself up for years until that debt is paid off.  It ties you down. It becomes a mortgage 
on your future.  It works against itself. 
 
Someone wants to improve their standard of living and so they go into debt to improve 
their standard of living and what they are actually doing by doing that is locking 
themselves into a lower standard of living by going into debt. 
 
And so it is destructive just from a material point of view again. But debt also has 
spiritual dangers.  And first of all when we go into debt we often put our trust in man 
rather than in God.  We need something.  Jesus tells us that when we need something we 
should not become anxious about it and we should pray to God for it.  And God will 
provide it as he sees fit.   
 
Now very often when we go into debt we are impatient with the Lord and we run ahead 
of what God is willing to give us in the present because of our desires for excess.  And so 
instead of waiting on the Lord for his timing and trusting in him, we trust in man and 
money and money that man is able to provide.  And the more we do that the weaker we 
become.  And the more we wait on the Lord the stronger we become in our trust in him.  
 
When we go into debt we presume on the future.   
 
In the book of James, James warns against those who say, today and tomorrow we will go 
into this city and that city and buy and sell and get gain, because they are presuming on 
the future.  Very often when one goes into debt he is boasting about tomorrow.  
 
Proverbs 27 verse one.   
 
And I am going to get riches and I am going to pay this debt back. 
 
They are presuming on the things that we don’t know about for tomorrow. And we are 
not depending on God as we should and that is earthly and that is a humanistic outlook on 
life. 
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Third, going into debt encourages sinful attitudes.  It is spiritually destructive that way. 
The problem again is not debt, but what motivates the debt, covetousness. And that is a 
circular sin that feeds on itself.  It is never satisfied. So it encourages sinful attitudes.  A 
person who is covetous wants something.  So they go into debt to get that thing and soon 
the novelty of it wears off and they want the next thing. That is what covetousness does. 
 
I read a book written by a secular humanist female which is basically encouraging people 
to live simply to deal with this desire that we have to get things and that that would be 
rewarded, she said, by living simply, by living within their means because they begin to 
see that they didn’t need what everybody else had. They didn’t need to live in the minds  
and before the eyes of everybody else in society.  
 
Debt is destructive also in this way that it is bad stewardship.  It is a waste of money on 
the interest and we are accountable before God.  God will ask us, “What have you done 
with what I gave to you?”  He will want an explanation. 
 
And then debt strains relationships.  Financial things strain relationships.  And debt is 
another one that strains relationships.  If I loan money to you, then you become my 
servant and that affects our relationship towards one another.  You will always that you 
owe me and I always remember that you owe me.  And that puts a strain on our 
relationship. That is part of what Paul means when he says in Romans 13 verse eight, 
“Owe no man any thing, but to love one another.”21 
 
And he is saying there that when you owe somebody something that is going to affect 
your relationship of love towards that person. It is going to have a bearing on your 
relationship towards one another. And debt can especially strain marriages.  One of the 
main reasons for broken marriages is excessive spending and debt and then blame 
shifting.  And it is not worth it. It is not worth the bigger house and the better car and so 
on to watch your marriage fall to pieces.   
 
And then also this debt takes away from our ability to support the work of the Lord.   
 
Ephesians four verse 28 says that we should labor with our hands so that we have also to 
give to the poor. 
 
And when a person goes into debt he doesn’t even have to care for himself so how is he 
going to have to give to the poor.  When you mortgage the future, when you mortgage 
your future income you are saying, “God is going to give me this in the future so that I 
can pay off this debt,” rather than “God is going to give this to me so that I may give to 
him.” 
 
What is the remedy for excessive living and for debt?  Well, there is two ways that we 
can look at this, this remedy.  First of all, just from a point of view of the principles and 
how we should live. And the remedy is this. Remember your obligation to pay.  Work to 
                                                
21 Romans 13:8. 
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pay off our debt.   Be financially responsible. That is, take control of your financial 
situation.   
 
I have counseled couples before in premarriage counseling and encouraged them to draw 
up a budget. They get the idea, well, we are going to get married and we will have two 
incomes and we will be way ahead of where we are right now.   
 
And so what do they do?  They go home and they writ down their income and then they 
write down their expenses and all their utility bills and they come back and they say, “We 
are not sure how we can make it Reverend Kleyn.” 
 
And that is... there is something very valuable in doing that because it teaches you where 
you are at.  It teaches you moderation in your spending. It teaches you to simplify your 
life, to figure out your expenses and it becomes quite revealing and it is practical to teach 
you these important lessons.  What should guide our budgeting, too, as we have seen 
earlier about moderation.  It is not our income, but our necessities. 
 
“Hast thou found honey? eat so much as is sufficient for thee.”22 
 
What should guide our budgeting is moderation. If you budget according to income and 
lose your job, you are in trouble.  If you budget according to necessity and lose your job, 
you are in good shape.   
 
So be moderate.   
 
And then if you are in debt sort of a plan for payment.  Don’t go into more debt.  Use 
good biblical financial common sense.  Sell your uneeded, unnecessary assets.  That is 
good stewardship.  
 
But the remedy is not just this doing things. That is one way to look at the remedy, but 
the remedy is really internal because when we go into debt unnecessarily because of 
excessive living the problem isn’t what we have done, but the problem is deeper than 
that.  It is in our heart before the Lord. And so we have to cultivate certain spiritual 
characteristics and this will be the remedy to debt and excessive living.  The first is the 
virtue of temperance.  
 
2 Peter one verses five and seven, Peter says, “Add to your faith virtue; and to virtue 
knowledge; And to knowledge temperance.”23 
 
The Christian isn’t one who is to be governed by desires and impulses, but by the Holy 
Spirit.  And that temperance should be pervasive in our life.  It should cover so many 
different areas of our life, the use of the tongue, lusts, anger, and so many of the different 
areas including finances and the way that we spend our money.  One very practical way 
to exercise the spiritual virtue of temperance is the way in which we spend our money. 
                                                
22 Proverbs 25:16.  
23 2 Peter 1:5.  
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Then also there is the virtue of self denial and self sacrifice. And, again, this is 
characteristic of a Christian.  One who is governed by the Word of God and governed by 
the Holy Spirit is one who denies himself. 
 
Jesus says, “If any man will come after me [be my disciple], let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross daily, and follow me.”24 
 
And that is not just from a spiritual point of view that you deny your self righteousness 
and say, “Only in Christ.”  But it is a denial in so many areas of our life.  My time and 
my resources.  I learn to say no to certain things, to say no to the flesh, to say no to 
desires for things for the sake of being a disciple of Jesus Christ.   
 
Galatians five verse 24 says that the Christian life is one of crucifying the flesh, of 
mortifying the affections and the lusts thereof. That is the Christian life.   
 
And then another virtue that we need to cultivate is the virtue or the characteristic in our 
life of faith that we live by faith in a material world.  That is what Jesus is talking about 
in the chapter that we read when he says,  “Take no thought for your life, what ye shall 
eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on... But seek ye first 
the kingdom of God.25 
 
He is saying that as believers we put our faith and we put our confidence in something 
greater. We look to eternal things.  And so Colossians 3:1-3, we don’t set our heart on the 
things of the earth, but our treasure, our goal is heaven.  And as we live here in the earth 
from that point of view we learn to forego, we can learn to forego every material pleasure 
and luxury because this isn’t our home.  Heaven is our home. We live by faith in a 
material world. We need faith. We need to pray for faith. We need to have the 
perspective of the pilgrim that seeks the heavenly city, that seeks eternal things like the 
saints of Hebrews 11 who for their faith endured much because they trusted and hoped in 
the promises of God. 
 
Do you have that faith?   
 
It is weak, isn’t it?  Our faith isn’t what it should be. The things we have talked about 
with debt and consumption and another evidence to us of the weakness of our faith. We 
put far too much confidence in material things.   
 
“Hast thou found honey,”26 more than you need?  Eat so much as is sufficient, lest it 
become destructive in your life.  
 
Thanks for your attention again.  Let’s sing a number now and if you have any questions 
feel free to write them down and we can talk about them in a minute. 

                                                
24 Luke 9;23.  
25 Matthew 6:25, 33. 
26 Proverbs 25:16.  
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We are going to sing number ... I have to remember what I told Candace, 24.  Number 24, 
from Psalm 15, stanza three. This is talking about the godly man freely to the needy 
lending, no excess he asks again.  And the innocent befriending, he desires not praise of 
men. 
 
Let’s sing the three stanzas, number 24. 
 
[singing] 
 
All right.  Any questions or discussion?   
 
Go ahead. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
When you were talking about the ... going through different kinds of debt.  [?] credit card 
debt, mortgage debt, business debt.  Is that... is that supposed to be like a full... are there 
other types of debt beyond that that you can... I was trying to... 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Yeah. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
... figure out where like education loans and that kind of debt. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
All right.  
 
Yeah, it... I mean, that is not comprehensive, that list.  I think it is just a summary that I 
found somewhere and that I thought was a pretty good summary and it helps us to put 
things in different categories because some forms of debt are going to be more legitimate 
than other forms.  You know you have housing debt and credit card debt and, you know, 
different... but I think principles are going to apply more directly to one than to the other.  
 
Brian? 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Rather than classifying the different types of debt as [?] radio quite a bit if you can [?] I 
can look at that and it might be classified as [?] debt but I can look at when I borrowed 
the money and I can see what you talked about the motivation of being covetous as [?].  
And so even though I might on paper have legitimate debt, I think that... what I really 
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define legitimate debt is as being spiritual motivation. Is it motivated by covetousness, in 
which case it doesn’t matter whether it is the mortgage or student loan or whatever.  It is 
not legitimate.   
 
Change of Voice: 
 
I think so.  And when you look at, again, the economic crisis and so many houses being 
foreclosed and, well, it started with a consumer problem. I mean, you know, the lines 
were expanded so that it was easier to do, but it still was  a people problem.  Maybe it is 
just something about where people are at generally.  
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Do you think that there was a difference, say, the way... and not by necessity but by 
choice in the past generations chose to live as far as their piety was concerned?  Do you 
think that there was a difference? 
 
Change of Voice: 
  
Yeah, I... I do and I actually had a reference to that in my draft of my speech, but I didn’t 
bring it up tonight, but I think of migrants that... and I just think of my parents’ 
generation who came, who lived through World War II in the Netherlands under German 
occupation and then moved to Australia with, you know, a couple of boxes of possessions 
and then had nothing and worked. And my own parents, I think, you know, came into 
more than what they needed for their necessities, but it never changed the way they spent.  
And that might be part of it.  It is all too easy in this generation.   
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Do you think that they were spiritually stronger for it [?]? 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Were they, my parents?  Oh, I think... I think they were because of... I mean, you can’t 
say that is generally true.  But I... I do think that excessive living is a characteristic of the 
ungodliness of an age and if you look ahead to the kingdom of antichrist, this is going to 
be one of the big things, isn’t it, the mark of the beast and you could buy and sell and get 
whatever you want freely.  That is what people want.  That is what is going to be 
attractive about it. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
I was just thinking because I think the history of like the reformers, for instance, one of 
the things I am most impressed about, say, John Calvin and many of the other ministers 
was that they chose, they chose to live in way... almost, well, John Calvin pretty much in 
poverty so that the others, the other office bearers in the church could have a little bit 
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more.  And he seemed to stress a lot the idea of living in moderation. I mean, to a pretty 
scary point most of us would say.   
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Yeah. 
 
Good. Anyone else?  I do think that the Bible’s teaching on this is, well, quite convicting 
and abnormal in our day and culture, in both these areas, debt and consumption.   
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Do you think there is any times where the surety such as kind of like for cosigning a loan 
where that is ever ok.   
 
No?  I am thinking about myself personally because my dad cosigned a couple of my 
student loans.  I know he struggled with, you know, is this something I should do?  Is that 
something that is ok to do? I know I guess at the end decided that it is what he was going 
to do. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Yeah. 
 
Well, I think it falls into the area of the stewardship of the person who is becoming surety 
for the other. Are they putting their livelihood on the line for somebody else?  And I think 
that is what the Bible means when it says it is foolish to become surety for your brother.  
It is not the idea that guaranteeing support for somebody else is always wrong. But 
putting your own financial responsibilities and your own family and home and situation 
at risk for another is bad stewardship.  I think that is the idea.   
 
Change of Voice: 
 
And like, I have a question.  I know that Christ in Hebrews is called a surety of the 
covenant and a surety of those whom he represents. So there must be some legitimate 
sense I would think. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Yeah. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Because he was able to pay. 
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Change of Voice: 
 
Yeah. He was able to pay.  Yeah. 
 
All right.  Anyone else?   
 
Well, I appreciate you coming out these four Friday nights and I hope it has been 
beneficial to you and I think it is ... I think it is beneficial for all of us, but I think it is a 
way that God will use to get our name in the community.  And what we have done here 
becomes a resource, too.  It is not just the four Friday nights that we have spent here, but 
it becomes a resource for, yeah, for the witness of the church and for our spiritual growth, 
so...  
 
All right. Let’s conclude in a word of prayer. 
 
Our Father which art in heaven, we thank thee for thy Word which is so living that as it 
comes into our lives as well and it is applicable, it makes sense and the applications of it 
also fit so well with the glorious gospel of grace that we confess. 
 
And tonight we have seen the folly of debt. And as we think about our own sin and the 
great debt that we have we see the folly of sin, how foolish for Adam and Eve to put 
themselves into such a position of impossibility and it helps us to understand thy mercy 
and thy greatness in coming in the gospel to us sinners and redeeming us and purchasing 
us for thyself where we could not pay.  Thy Son paid the price for our sins to redeem us 
and to give us a great inheritance in glory and in heaven.  
 
Be with us, Lord, in the rest of this evening. Care for us in this weekend.  Care for all thy 
saints, those amongst us who are... have been ill and sick as well. Continue to grant 
strength and recovering and hear us, we ask, in Jesus’ name and for his sake.  Amen. 
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