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In just a moment we're going to take just a few brief moments to pray, if not already to 
prepare our hearts for the message that God wants to give us from his word. Now, if 
you're a first time guest or visitor, allow me to share with you what's about to happen. 
We're about to participate in an exercise of political incorrectness today. I don't know 
about you, but we're just saturated with political correctness. Everybody wants to make 
sure that nobody's feelings are hurt, nobody gets upset. We've thrown truth and fact out 
the window and made relativity and subjectivity king in our land. So here's what I would 
encourage you to do: I want you to pray with me that all of those voices will be silenced 
and that the only voice we hear is the Lord's voice because that's the only voice that we 
need to hear today. So I'm going to ask you to join with me, to be kind of quiet for a few 
moments and then I'll close us and we'll open the word of God. Let's pray.

Lord, even in the stillness of this room, we know that for days leading up to this moment 
we've heard the voices, we've entertained the voices and they're all in competition with 
one another. But Lord, we know in our rational mind, we know that they cannot all be 
right and so, God, we pray today that your voice, your word, would be elevated above all
other voices, that yours would be the only one that we hear and, God, I don't know how 
you do it but supernaturally would you silence all the pundits, all the opinions, all of the 
philosophies that are in competition for our time and our energy and our focus at this 
moment and allow just your voice through your word to hit and come to our ears and our
heart? It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

This morning I want to encourage you to open your Bibles to the book of 1 John 4 and 
also toward the end of the message we're going to find ourselves in 2 Peter 2, but the 
overwhelming majority of our time together today is going to be found in 1 John 4. And 
if you're a first time guest of visitor with us, we're walking through the book of 1 John 
kind of under the umbrella or the idea of authentic Christianity and what the challenge of 
this study is just to see that the struggles of the first century Christians, the struggles and 
the difficulties of the first century church are oftentimes the same struggles that we have 
as individuals and as a church today. So we're not learning new truth, we're really 
rediscovering old truths through this study.

Now, as we come to 1 John 4, one of the things that we need to discuss on the front side 
of things is that you and I whether consciously or unconsciously would have to admit that
the message of Christianity, the person of Jesus, the church of Jesus Christ in totality, 
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particularly in Western civilization, is undergoing an increased level of hostility. The 
verbiage is beginning to become a little more strategic, the actions a little more 
pronounced, and those who are against or those who are contrary to or those who despise 
the teachings of biblical Christianity, the name of Jesus Christ, they're just turning up the 
volume in our culture against what we know as the church of Jesus Christ. This is not a 
new concept, in fact, from the very early days of the church 2,000 years ago, there have 
been times of persecution, there have been times where the volume has been turned up, 
and there has been angst and anxiety and antagonism toward the people of Jesus Christ. 

But I think one of the things that we need to understand today before we get into 1 John 4
is that those that attack, those who are belligerent on the outside of the faith, shooting the 
arrows from the outside in, rarely if ever conquer the goal. In fact, it has been said that in 
days of prosperity the churches struggle, but in days of persecution the church has 
thrived. It has been said that it is the blood of the martyrs that is the lifeblood of the 
church of Jesus Christ and what's important for us to understand today is our greatest 
threat, our greatest need may not be on that which is on the outside but maybe that which 
is on the inside. What we're going to see today is that when the church of Jesus Christ has
struggled, when the church of Jesus Christ has lost its influence, it's rarely if ever from 
those on the outside putting pressure or persecution but it's that which is on the inside that
becomes corrupt and ineffective. And we're going to see at the conclusion of the message 
today that there are today, just like 2,000 years ago, there are false prophets with a false 
propaganda trying to take us away from the truth of biblical Christianity.

So today I want to invite you, turn to 1 John 4, a very strategic passage for our world and 
our culture today. It says in verse 1, 

1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of 
God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. 2 Hereby 
know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh is of God: 3 And every spirit that confesseth not that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of 
antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now 
already is it in the world. 4 You are of God, little children, and have 
overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the 
world. 5 They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the 
world heareth them. 6 We are of God: he that knows God hears us; he that 
is not of God hears not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the 
spirit of error. 

This passage begins by saying that we need to discern, we need to try, we need to test the 
spirits, and it concludes by saying there is a spirit of truth and there is a spirit of error. 
And in order to work through this passage, we have to begin by determining some things,
and the first thing we need to determine is the perspective that we possess. And I believe 
today that for most of us, we need to have a proper perspective that may be somewhat 
skewed. You know, humanity as a whole and I know on individual cases and there are 
times where some of these faculties are not at full capacity for a variety of reasons, but 
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humanity in totality has the ability to interact with this tangible world utilizing five basic 
senses: that which we can see, which we can hear, which we can feel, which we can 
smell, which we can touch. Those five sense allow us to interact with the physical world 
that is around us and I think sometimes our perspective gets skewed because we're so 
wrapped up and caught up in what we are sensing with our sense, we may not realize the 
truth that is undergirding what is happening.

Allow me to illustrate. Have you ever been in one of those situations where you're at a 
stoplight and you're at a stop and you know that the brake is pressed, you know that 
you're still, you know you're at a stop and the car next to you starts moving backwards, 
have you ever been in that position? What do you do immediately? You slam on the 
brake, right? Because you just presume that you're going forward when in actuality they 
may be going backwards. And so to have a proper perspective determines everything 
because there's a big difference between them going backwards and you going forwards 
and there's a huge difference between seeing the world through physical eyes and seeing 
it through spiritual eyes. Is it possible that everything that we experience in this physical 
world is merely a manifestation of a spiritual reality? I mean, in Hebrews 1:3, it says the 
world as we know it, the universe is upheld by the word of God. That means his words 
allow what we know as the physical world to be and to remain what it is. 

Allow me to illustrate. Every one of you is seated in some capacity today. You are there 
in an item made of wood and fabric and it is sturdy and you're fine and there are laws, 
there are principles of engineering and mathematics and construction and ratios that make
your seat possible today but every one of those physical tangible realities was initiated 
by, is sustained by and upheld by the spiritual principles of a God who created all the 
materials that you're seated on today. In fact, what is physical around us may simply be a 
manifestation of a more real spiritual reality.

Now, I'm going to give you a statement in just a moment that I'm going to give you the 
author of this statement. You know, those of us who preach and pastor and speak, 
oftentimes we're guilty of doing something. We'll hear a story from somebody and when 
we hear the story and we repeat the story, we'll give the name of the person who shared 
the story and say, "Well, according to this person," and then the second time we tell the 
story we'll say, "Well, I've heard it said this," and by the third time we tell the story, we 
say, "I've always said." So we just attribute it to ourselves but this one is so good, no 
matter how many times I share this statement with you, I have to give the primary source.
It's a man by the name of Luis Palau. Luis Palau is a global evangelist. He's based 
currently in what we know as Portland, Oregon. He's originally from South America. 
Many people have claimed he's the Billy Graham of South America. He has this 
statement that goes a little something like this: he says if we could see with spiritual eyes,
it would scare the hell out of us. Now, I want you to think about that theologically for just
a moment. What was he trying to communicate? If we could peel away the physical 
world, if we could get beyond what we see, what we hear, what we touch, what we feel, 
what we smell, what we taste, if we could get beyond all that and we could really see the 
glory of God, if we could really see the heavenly realm, if we could really see the 
vileness of Satan, if we could smell the stench of hell, if we could somehow peel away 
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this physical world, we could see the angels for what they are, we could see what the 
Bible calls the devils or the demons for what they are. What he was stating is if you could
see in the spiritual for one second, there wouldn't be a single solitary person who would 
reject the person of Jesus and say, "I want to spend forever in that place the Bible calls 
hell." If we could see with spiritual eyes for one second, it would scare the hell out of us.

Folks, we need a proper perspective. We need to begin to see this world not through just 
our physical senses but the spiritual reality that is undergirding everything. And when we 
get that proper perspective, we understand that according to the Bible there is a plurality 
of spirits. I mean, after all, if it is a spiritual reality behind every physical manifestation, 
then that which is physical has a spiritual dimension as well. Ecclesiastes 3, it says that 
death befalls the animal kingdom, it befalls humanity, but the difference is that the spirit 
of man goes upward to his Creator, the spirit of the animal down to the ground. The Bible
even says that within the animal kingdom there is a spiritual dimension, the spirit of the 
animal that goes down to the ground. Then in 1 Thessalonians 5 it says about us as 
humanity, that even though Ecclesiastes 3 says our spirit goes upward to our Creator, it 
says that, "I pray your whole spirit, soul and body be preserved unto the coming of our 
Lord." We could even take it a step further. Hebrews 1:14 says that angels, those angelic 
beings, that they are ministering spirits. We can go a step further. The Bible speaks of a 
character who used to be Lucifer who is now Satan. He in Ezekiel 28 was called a 
cherubim of the angelic realm and in 2 Corinthians 11:14, it says, "marvel not he 
transforms himself into an angel of light." Then in John 4:24, Jesus makes this statement: 
that those who worship the Lord, they must worship him in truth and spirit because God 
is a spirit. 

Why is that important? Because if the perspective is spiritual and not physical, then we 
must by necessity understand that there is competition in the spiritual realm for our 
attention, our time, our energy and, yes, our soul and our eternity. If there is a reality that 
God is a spirit and we must worship him in truth and spirit, and there is a reality that a 
character known as Satan, our enemy in the Bible, transforms himself into an angel of 
light, then we need to do what verse 1 says, we need to learn to test the spirits. Is what 
we're hearing of God or according to verse 3, is it of the spirit of the antichrist? Is it of 
truth or is it of error? So once we determine that we live in a spiritual world guided by 
voices that are spiritual in nature, then we must learn to differentiate or to discern 
between one and the other.

Notice what verse 2 says, "Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: And every spirit that confesseth not that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof
ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world." We need to 
learn to discern. We need to learn to differentiate what I want to call the particulars. 
There is that which is of God, there is that which is of the enemy. There is that which is 
truth, there is that which is in error. But unfortunately, we live in a world today that loves
to champion relativism. It loves to champion subjectivity. In other words, what truth is to 
so many people is how they feel, what they like, how they identify, whatever it may be, it
is in their hands from their perspective and solely up to them. However, this absolutely 
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denies what oftentimes people call the law of non-contradiction. It simply means this: 
you cannot have two opposing truths both claim to be true.

Now allow me to illustrate using my great stature before you. Not many people can 
politically correctly get away with what I'm about to but I can. You cannot have a tall 
midget. You can't do it. You cannot have two opposing truths both be right. I'll tell you 
another one: you cannot have a married bachelor. "Oh, but I identified as a bachelor last 
night." Too bad. You cannot. It doesn't matter how you feel. It doesn't matter what your 
friends think. It doesn't matter how you identify. You cannot have two opposing truths 
both be right. That's why this verse says every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh is of God, every spirit that does not, does not. And yet our world is 
saturated today with this political correctness. Our world is saturated with, "It's just how 
you feel and I feel and how they feel and what they think and how they think." According
to 1 John 4 – listen to me – it doesn't matter what you think. It doesn't matter how you 
feel. And it doesn't matter how you identify. 

There is a spirit of truth, there is a spirit of error, and what we need to understand is that 
there is a "plumb line." Now, the reason I use that word "plumb line" is because it's 
actually used in the Bible. The book of Amos 7. It's in the minor prophets. The people of 
God were struggling. They were listening to the voices of the world. They were not 
listening to the voices of the Lord. They were paying more attention to what a secular 
world had to say than the sacred voices of the day. So the Lord comes in Amos 7 and 
says, "I want to give you an illustration of what you need in your life," and he gives 
various competing ideas about a basket of fruit and a this and a that, and finally God says,
"Here's the deal: a plumb line." 

Now, for those of you who have never remodeled, built or done any kind of construction, 
allow me to share with you what a plumb line is: it is a heavy object that is on the end of 
a string that according to the spiritual laws of gravity, when you place the string in the 
air, it tells you that every wall in your house is crooked. Am I the only one that's 
experienced that? You look at a door frame, you say, "Oh, it's beautiful." You put a 
plumb line near it and it's crooked. You look at a window or a line that you've painted, in 
fact, if you've ever remodeled, ever built or ever been any type of home remodeling, what
appears to the eye to be true oftentimes is not when subjected to the plumb line. Do you 
know what I've learned about plumb lines? It doesn't matter how you feel. It doesn't even 
matter what you think. "I identify that that wall is straight." Not necessarily because 
according to the laws of gravity, when you place that plumb line, it shows what is truth, 
what is error, what is fact, and what is merely opinion and what Amos 7 was 
communicating to the Israelites, what we need to hear today, is that the Lord has given us
a plumb line. It's not your feelings. It's not your thoughts. It's not how you feel. You 
know, sometimes feelings are nothing more than indigestion the next day over. That's all 
it is. But what the plumb line is is what hopefully you possess. Today it's the word of 
God.

This is the plumb line that he has given us and what he has made very clear is if it lines 
up with what he said, it is truth. If it does not, it is error. And according to the verses 
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we've just read, if it is contrary to the word of God, what is the spirit behind it? The spirit 
of antichrist, the spirit of error. And it says that we can now know what is of God and 
what is not of God because he's given us a plumb line. How good, how reassuring it is 
that we don't have to get in a debate and say, "Well, your opinion versus my opinion, 
your idea versus my idea. Well, they say...." By the way, who are "they"? Have you ever 
noticed they'll say, "Well, they say." Who are "they"? Everybody's got a "they say" out 
there but the Bible says, "Thus saith the Lord." So what we need is some discernment. 
What we need is to realize what are the voices of truth and what are the voices of error? 
What is fact and what is fiction irrespective of how I feel, whether I like, or how I 
identify with the subject matter at hand because we all recognize that you cannot have 
two competing truths both be true.

Now, here's the damage. The damage isn't happening from "secular world," the damage 
as always is internal. It's always from within. So I want you to turn back just a few pages 
to 2 Peter 2 and I want to show you a verse of Scripture that also we could go into Jude 3 
and 4 and various other passages that talk about people creeping in, in other words, 
destruction from the inside, not from the outside. It says in verse 1 of 2 Peter 2, "But 
there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers 
among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that 
bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction." It says that that which 
eradicates, that which destroys, that which takes away the impact and the influence of the
people of God and what we know as the church of Jesus Christ, is not the undue influence
of those on the outside – listen to me clearly – it's not the politicians that are tearing us 
up, it's the prophets that claim to be of us that are tearing us up from the inside because 
Jesus said in Matthew 16, he said the church that's going to be established when I raise 
from the grave, the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I've got news for you: if Jesus
said the gates of hell shall not prevail against it, there is no politician with any amount of 
power who can take down the church. But here in 2 Peter 2:3 and 4 of the book of Jude 
and in 1 John 6, it says privately there are those who have crept in, they have come in and
they're communicating damnable heresies.

Now let me tell you about these "prophets." Now when you hear that word "heresy," it 
just kind of sends shivers down our spine. By definition, a heresy is just a propagation of 
error. That's all it is. People say, "Well, they're a heretic." Well, by definition a heretic is 
someone who is propagating false information. Allow me to be honest with you: even on 
theological matters, all of us at some point have been heretics. All of us have said, "Well, 
I think the Lord says this," and we find out he said something else. We've all be heretics 
but there's a difference between a heresy and a damnable heresy. To be a heretic or to 
have bad information, false information or wrong information, doesn't change or doesn't 
alter one's eternal destiny, it just means that we need to get lined up with the plumb line 
which is the word of God. A damnable heresy according to this verse says, "even denying
the Lord," that there are those teachings by those individuals that what is being 
propagated is of such a grave nature that those who are listening to them, as well most 
likely those who are propagating the information, will find themselves separated from the
Lord in a place the Bible calls hell because it is a damnable heresy. Not just that you're 
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wrong, but you are eternally to the destruction of your soul wrong. So what we discover 
is that there is a certain level of propaganda.

Now, in 1 John 4, notice what it said. There is the children of God, there is the children of
the enemy. There is the spirit of truth, there is the spirit of error. And in light of 2 Peter 
2:1, we know that even then 2,000 years ago and even today 2,000 years later, there are 
voices. Now, sometimes these voices have international nonprofit ministries. Sometimes 
these voices are social media friends. Sometimes these voices are relatives. Sometimes 
they're neighbors. Sometimes they're coworkers. So don't just think of "formal office of 
prophet," per se, but think of anybody who speaks and communicates the propaganda of a
false prophet.

Now, today we don't have time to go through a list of all the things but allow me to share 
with you some of the most readily available and most often heard propaganda of the false
prophets that are doing damage to the church of Jesus Christ today, damage far worse 
than anything that's being inflicted from the outside in. 

Propaganda 1: pluralism. Now, those of you who understand English, plural means more 
than one. Pluralism is the idea that we as humanity are headed toward eternity, the best 
illustration has often been said that we're on a mountain and that there are different paths 
on the mountain but they're all leading to the same peak. You have the path of 
Christianity. You have the path of Islam. You have the path of Buddhism. You have the 
path of Hinduism. Hinduism has multiple paths, if you've ever studied it, but they have 
their group of paths. You have the path of agnosticism. The path of "I believe 
nothingism." I mean, you have all the paths, but that the paths are all leading to the same 
place and so this idea is being taught that it doesn't matter what they believe as long as 
you know what you believe, everything's going to be okay. That's not necessarily true 
because there is a spirit of truth and there is a spirit of error. There is that which is fact, 
there is that which is fiction. You cannot have two opposing roads both lead to the same 
place. If you don't believe me, try using Siri for GPS. You say one thing, you end up in a 
different place. Why? Because two different roads will not get you to the same place if 
those roads are going two different directions.

What did Jesus say? Acts 4:12, "Neither is there salvation in any other name." John 14:6, 
he said, "I am the way, I am the truth, I am the life; nobody comes to the Father but by 
me." And when somebody say, "Oh, Christianity is fine for y'all," but their faith is fine 
for them, we're all one big kumbayah singing happy family, no, we're not. Pluralism is a 
damnable heresy. Listen, Jesus is not the best way, he is according to the Bible, he is the 
only way and yet many voices today are saying, "Oh, Christianity is just one of many 
what appear to be competing voices but they don't know they really are headed this same 
direction." That's not what Jesus said. That's not what the Bible says.

But there's another one that comes in, it's called syncretism. In other words, the word 
"sync" or to be "in sync," or to be on the same path. Pluralism states various paths even 
though they appear to contradict are going to the same place, syncretism says actually we 
don't understand that we're on the same path, headed the same way, expressing it in 
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different ways. The best illustration is a highway. You go into the Atlanta or the Dallas, 
Fort Worth area and some of those highways are eight lanes wide going one direction. 
Christianity has one lane. Hinduism has a lane. Well, Hinduism would have multiple 
lanes. Buddhism has a lane. Islam has a lane. Atheism has a lane. Whatever has a lane. 
And that we may use different names and we may use different titles, but we're all 
speaking of the same entity, the same place. In other words, people say, "Well, people of 
'other faiths' worship the same God just by a different name."

Let me ask you a question: how would it go over today if I called my wife and when I 
called her up, I called her by a different name? "Oh, don't worry. Same wife, different 
name." Yeah, that's gonna fly. In other words, you cannot claim that different prophets, 
different faiths, and I've got news for you, everybody out there says, "Well, we're all just 
saying the same thing." No, we're not.  Christianity, Jesus said, "Pray for your enemies. 
Bless them that curse you." There are a lot of religions that say, "Kill your enemies and 
annihilate them completely." That's not the same message and so in this world that so 
many people say, "Oh, it's different roads but we're headed the same way," other people 
say, "No, we're actually on the same road going to the same place, we're just 
miscommunicating here," no, we're not, but that's kind of those out on the fringe and we 
hear those voices.

But let's make it a little more centralized here. I want to share with you another damnable 
heresy that I think has unfortunately propagated itself within the umbrella of Christianity.
It's called annihilationism. Now, if you can spell that, you get a lot of points in Scrabble, 
but annihilationism literally means that if somebody believes in Jesus Christ as their 
Savior, they are a sinner that only Jesus can and has saved, they're going to heaven one 
day, but if they have rejected Jesus and they die in their sins, they don't go to a place the 
Bible calls hell, they just cease to exist. In other words, there are no consequences for our
sin. There is no result of our sin. There is no punishment for our sin. Oh, there's good if 
we believe in Jesus but there's not bad. If that is true, let me ask you an honest-to-
goodness rhetorical question: if there is no such thing as hell, why did Jesus talk about it 
twice as much as heaven? If there is no such thing as hell, then why did Jesus go to the 
cross? I mean, think about it. If there is no consequence for our sin, if there is no 
punishment for our sin, why did he die the death he did? Why did he go through the pain?
Why did he go through the agony? Why three days in the grave? And why did he need to 
raise from the dead to be everlasting life if there is no everlasting death?

You see, annihilationism with even under the umbrella in the camp of Christianity says, 
"Oh, we hope you believe in Jesus but if you don't, it's still going to be okay." Not 
according to the words of Jesus. Not according to the message of the Bible. In fact, what 
we see is pluralism, syncretism, annihilationism, all of these teach that Jesus is not 
necessary and what did it say in 2 Peter 2:1? They even deny the person of Jesus. What 
does verse 6 say in 1 John 4? There is the spirit of truth, there is the spirit of error.

But, you know, there is one more piece of propaganda that I want to address. Now, what 
I'm about to share with you, this word is not found in any theological handbooks. You 
can go and Google it all you want, you can Yahoo it, Bing it, do whatever search engine 
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you want, you're not going to find this word. This is a Jeff word, okay? Now, I'm going to
unpack this word but allow me. Now, it's not going to sound real formal and academic 
but it works. Here we go, are you ready? Timexism. That got a laugh. That'll work for 
me. Timexism is the idea that when we breathe our last breath and we've rejected Jesus, 
that on the other side he's going to give us another chance. That a good, gracious, loving 
God surely would never set an alarm clock for our decision. We die in rejection, we die 
in our sin, we still get one more chance.

Now, if you want a formal theological term, it's called postmortem evangelism which 
means that even after your death, you can make a decision to believe on Jesus. What did 
Luis Palau say? If we could see for one second, it would scare the hell out of us. Here's 
the problem: Hebrews 9:27, what's the plumb line, your opinion or the word of God? 
What's the plumb line, what you think or what God says? What's the plumb line, what 
you've heard said or what does God say? Let me tell you what God says in Hebrews 9:27,
"For all men must die," and get a second chance. That's not what it says. It says, "For all 
men must die and face the judgment." In other words, no matter how politically correct 
we get, no matter how much we want to "soft sell" the message, the Bible has made it 
very clear that the decision to repent of our sin, the decision to believe upon Jesus Christ 
as our Savior must happen on this side of eternity; we must view Jesus not just as the best
option but the only option; we must view him not as one of many but the one and only 
and realize that Romans 6:23 is true, "the wages of sin is death." If it were not so, he 
wouldn't have said it, he wouldn't have died the way he died and he wouldn't have come 
back from the grave. The Bible makes it clear all men must die and face the judgment.

If postmortem evangelism, Timexism to use my word, if that were true, then every single 
person who stood before a holy God across the crystal sea of heaven looking at and 
smelling the stench of hell below, would easily say, "Oh absolutely, I believe in this." 
However Jesus said in Matthew 7, "narrow is the road of life and broad is the road of 
destruction." So the question becomes today: what have you been listening to, the voice 
of truth or the voice of error? Because our greatest need today is to shut out all the other 
voices and listen to the only one that matters.

Let's pray with our heads bowed and our eyes closed. You know, maybe you're that 
person today, maybe you didn't mean to, maybe it was unconscious, maybe it was even 
what we might say accidental, maybe you're that person today who has very subtly 
gravitated to the teachings of this world. You've just begun to believe that what the world
says is accurate and that it's true and that it's right and today you've had a collision of 
concepts and ideas and you've heard what the Bible says versus maybe what you even 
think or feel. Boy, do I have great news for you today. If that's who you are today, you 
don't have to continue in a life going down the wrong path. You don't have to continue in 
a life of ill-belief for the God that we spoke of today loves you so much that he was 
willing to come and to live and to die and to raise from the grave so you could be 
forgiven and you could be saved.

If you're that person today, it doesn't matter your age, your background, it doesn't matter 
how many times you have or have not been in church, you can own 100 Bibles or never 
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have opened one in your life, it you're that person this morning and this very day you're 
saying, "Do you know what? I want to get off the wrong path and I want to get on the 
right path," I've got good news for you. That can happen at this very moment. All you 
need to do is have a real serious conversation with God. Now, I know we would call it 
prayer technically but this is you just talking to God. Now, you don't have to talk out 
loud, you don't have to use the same words that I would use, but maybe your  
conversation would go a little something like this, "God, I just want you to know that I 
figured out today that I'm wrong. I'm the problem and I have sinned. I have done things 
contrary to you. I have said things I should have never said. I have thought things I had 
no business thinking. And I realize that because of that, that the wages or the result of 
that is what your Bible calls death, but I also believe that you have offered me everlasting
life through the person of Jesus Christ. I believe he came for me. I believe he lived for 
me. I believe he went to the cross for me. And I believe he rose from the dead so that all 
the wrong, all the sin of my life could be forgiven and I could be saved. And God, I come
this morning and I'm just going to be honest, God, I don't know all the answers to all the 
issues and problems of life but I do know that Jesus Christ is the only answer to my sin 
problem. He's the only one who can forgive me and he's the only one who can save me 
and I'm asking you to forgive me and to save me, not based on what I can do or what I 
might do or what I haven't done, but based on what Jesus Christ alone has done on my 
behalf. I'm asking you to forgive me. I'm asking you to save me. In the best way I know 
how, I just want to turn my life over to you."

With our heads still bowed and our eyes still closed, in just a moment I'm going to pray 
over us. After I say amen, we're going to all stand and you've got an opportunity to step 
out and to step forward. There are going to be some folks here who would love the 
opportunity to speak with you, pray with you, encourage you, listen to you. Maybe 
you've just got questions. Maybe today's that day where that decision was made of Jesus 
Christ as your personal Savior and Lord. Or maybe that happened years ago and you've 
never followed with believer's baptism. Or maybe you're that person, that couple, that 
family, who said today that you want to plant your life, you want to be rooted in this 
incredible church that not only believes and teaches but lives the truth of God's word 
even in light of a world that does not. Whatever the decision is, we're going to be here for
you. After I pray, we'd love the privilege of celebrating with you.

Lord, as we come to this time of invitation, how good it is to know that rather than just 
not being satisfied with a life that is contrary to you, you've actually reached out with 
your hand of grace and your hand of mercy, you're willing to forgive, you're willing to 
save, you're willing to heal, you're willing to reconcile, you're willing to restore, you're 
willing to deliver anything and everything that is contrary to you in our lives. So God, as 
we come to this time, we just thank you that you've given us this opportunity. Thank you 
that you've given us this privilege to do with our feet what you've already done in our 
heart. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

I'm going to ask you to stand with me. Whatever decision, you come. We'll be here at the 
front.
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