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Beauty for Ashes 

Isaiah 61:1-4 

 

 1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has 

anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind 

up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 

opening of the prison to those who are bound; 

 2 to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, and the day of 

vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 

 3 to grant to those who mourn in Zion-- to give them a beautiful 

headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be 

called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he 

may be glorified. 

 4 They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the 

former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the 

devastations of many generations. 

Messiah's Portrait 

 Throughout his prophecy, Isaiah scatters little glimpses of 

what Messiah will do, how He will act and react, and how 

He will treat and behave toward others 

 Messiah will 

 come from the family of King David (Isaiah 11:10) 

 be a suffering servant: a man of sorrows, a sin bearer 

(Isaiah 53) 

 be compassionate (Isaiah 42:3) 

 be marked by and identified with the Spirit of the Lord 

(Isaiah 11:1-2) 

Messiah's Mission 

 Isaiah hears Messiah announce His mission statement 

(Isaiah 61) 

 Jesus reads this section of Isaiah out loud in the synagogue 

at Nazareth and applies it to Himself (Luke 4:16-21) 

 Jesus' personal mission statement 

 what the Father sent Jesus to do is done 

 now Jesus sends His followers out with the same mission 

(John 20:21) 

 the heartbeat of our mission is to imitate Jesus in every 

way we possibly can 

 Jesus' mission statement is not just about physical 

challenges and disabilities, it also points to spiritual needs 

we all have 

Jesus' Mission = Our Mission 

 Proclaim good news to the poor 

 a person who is totally destitute 

 a picture of what we are apart from Christ (Revelation  

3:17, Isaiah 64:6) 



 only those who know they have nothing with which to 

commend themselves to God will turn to God and 

receive from Him what they cannot produce themselves 

 Announce release to the captives 

 we are all born in spiritual bondage, enslaved to sin 

 Jesus takes our penalty and offers us forgiveness 

 Provide recovery of sight to the blind 

 blindness = darkness, ignorance, hardheartedness 

 we cannot see or understand the truth of who Jesus is and 

what Jesus does without the ministry of the Holy Spirit 

 Jesus is the only One who can give sight to our blinded 

eyes 

 Liberate the oppressed 

 those who are overwhelmed by the pain of life, broken 

relationships, illness, addictions of every kind 

 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I 

will give you rest... (Matthew 11:28-30) 

 we must partner with Jesus and work for the liberation of 

all who are downtrodden and oppressed socially, 

economically, and, above all, spiritually 

 Jesus' ministry brings a reversal of fortune (Isaiah 61:3) 

Why? 

 Why is this Jesus' mission statement for ministry and why 

does God call us to imitate Him and follow His lead in 

doing the same things?  

 Isaiah 61:3, that He may be glorified 

 God puts His Spirit and His strength in us so that we will 

put His glory on display 

 oaks of righteousness, planted by God 

 A lifetime of rebuilding and renovation (Isaiah 61:4) 

Personal Reflection 

1. Have you ever formulated a personal mission statement? If 

so, how does it line up with Jesus' mission statement? If 

not, do you think there is value in developing that kind of 

purpose statement for your life? 

2. How closely do you identify with the four facets of Jesus' 

mission that He identifies in this passage: poor, prisoner, 

blind and oppressed? How has Jesus and/or others in His 

body ministered to you in any or all of those areas? 

3. In what ways do you sense Jesus using you to extend the 

good news about Him to the poor, blind, prisoner and 

oppressed with which He surrounds you? 

4. As we prepare to move into our new building, are you 

aware of any new ways God is working to prepare you to 

connect with Jesus' mission by reaching out and touching 

others with love of Jesus?  

5. How is God putting His glory on display in your life? 


