
SERMON OUTLINE 
 
In Psalm 72 Solomon leads the nation in 6 areas of prayer for the king. 
 
I. May the king judge and defend as God would 

(vs. 1-4). 
 
II. May the king reign over abundance & peace 

(vs. 5-7). 
 
III. May the righteous king have dominion over all people (vs. 8-14). 
 
IV. May the king live long (v. 15). 
 
V. May the king’s reign provide abundant blessing to all nations (vs. 16-17). 
 
VI. May the people agree: May Yahweh’s glory fill the earth (vs. 18-19)! 
 
 
  



BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 
 

In preparation for Sunday, October 23, 2016                                      Passage: Psalm 72:1-20 

Memory Passage: Psalm 72:1-2  

 
DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read Psalm 72. What word do you notice repeated 19 times in vs. 1-17, & what interpretive significance does this 
have?  

(b) Define “justice” and “righteousness” (v. 1). 

(c) Explain why it is important for the king to receive God’s justice & righteousness. 

(d) How does the prayer in v. 1 fuel & inform the requests found in the verses that follow?  

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read Psalm 72. To whom do the phrases “your people” & “your poor” (v. 2) refer? 

(b) What is the king to do for the poor, oppressed, needy, and weak in his kingdom (vs. 2-4 & 12-14)?  

(c) What causes people in the kingdom to be poor, oppressed, needy, or weak, and why does the king need God’s 
characteristics in order to serve them well? 

(d) What do you learn about the importance of caring for these marginalized groups from the prayers made for the king?  

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  
(a) Read Psalm 72. To whom does “they” (v. 5) refer: to the marginalized in the kingdom (vs. 2-4) or all people (vs. 8-
11)? 

(b) How long is the king to be feared (v. 5), fruitful (v. 6) and reigning over righteousness & peace?  

(c) What do vs. 8-10 intend to say about the extent of the king’s reign? 

(d) Why should all the nations bow down to and serve Israel’s king (vs. 12-14, 16-17)? If you were one of these foreign 
kings would you expect these kinds of blessings for your submission to Israel’s king, or would you expect other types of 
blessings? 

DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  
(a) Read Psalm 72. Explain what it means for the king’s name to endure and fame to continue (v. 17). 

(b) Verses 18-19 are a doxology for Book II of the Psalms (42-72) and were probably originally not part of Psalm 72, but 
explain how they also serve well as a doxology for Psalm 72 alone. 

(c) What indicators are found throughout Psalm 72 that point to the necessity of these prayers being fulfilled by someone 
other than an earthly king of Israel? 

(d)  How does Jesus ultimately and perfectly answer each of the prayers asked for the earthly king in Psalm 72?  

DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          
(a) Read Psalm 72. What is the relationship between the twin characteristics of justice & righteousness (v. 1) and the 
prosperity (v. 3) & peace (v. 7) of a nation? 

(b) We do not live in a theocracy, but should we still expect our president to have the same character traits as the king in 
Israel’s day? Why or why not? How do we determine whether one meets, exceeds, or fails these standards? 

(c) This Psalm points ultimately and strongly to the righteous reign of King Jesus. Today we are not a nation chosen by 
God with an earthly king as His representative, but a people chosen by God with His Anointed One, Jesus, as our 
representative. How should the church today pursue prosperity & peace in our nation, what does care for the poor & 
downtrodden have to do with this, and how does the gospel of our reigning King Jesus affect this care?  

(d) Read Jeremiah 29:7. Meditate on this verse and write down several ways you personally, and several ways the 
Bible Church collectively, can seek our city’s welfare, prosperity (Psalm 72:3), and peace (Psalm 72:7). 
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The King’s Justice 


