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Message #84              Matthew 24:15-28 

 

Beginning with Matthew 24:4 to Matthew 25:46, Jesus is responding to questions asked of Him 

by His disciples.  As we come to this part of Christ’s discourse, we come to a critical event that 

pertains to Israel that she specifically needs to be looking for–it is called the “abomination of 

desolation.”  The prophet who gives us information about this is Daniel.  He uses this  

construction in three different places (Dan. 9:27; Dan. 11:31; Dan. 12:11).  All three refer to the 

same period of time, the final 3 ½ years of the Tribulation.  The word “abomination” is one that 

speaks of something which is specifically detestable to God.  The word “desolation” refers to 

that which is totally desolate that which is laid to waste (Smith, p. 179).  Combined, these words 

refer to something that is so detestable to God that He will permit Israel to be laid to waste or 

leveled like a desert. 

 

At the beginning of the Tribulation, the antichrist will enter into a peace treaty with Israel (Dan. 

9:27).  The Tribulation is a period of time which lasts for seven years, or one week, or Daniel’s  

seventieth week.  When there are 3 ½ years left to go in the Tribulation, the antichrist will break 

the agreement with Israel and turn ferociously against her.  He will put an idol in God’s temple 

in Jerusalem and demand that it be worshipped and demand that he be worshipped as God  

(II Thess. 2:4).  This is the abomination–idol worship in God’s sacred temple in Jerusalem. 

If one refuses to worship the antichrist, he will be killed (Rev. 13:15).  It is at this point in time 

when things will become unbearable for Israel. 

 

Presently, the place where the temple needs to sit is controlled by Arab Muslims and their shrine 

called the “Dome of the Rock.”  This is what is hindering the temple from being rebuilt.  

However, this prophecy makes it clear that the temple will be rebuilt and there will be worship in 

the temple for 3 ½ years and that is when this event will take place. 

 

WHEN JEWISH PEOPLE SEE THE ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION, THEY NEED 

TO QUICKLY GET AWAY FROM  JERUSALEM  BECAUSE FEROCIOUS ATTACKS 

WILL COME AGAINST ISRAEL. 

 

Now verses 15-16 give urgent instruction which basically says to Israel, when you see this you 

need to immediately act, specifically run to the mountains.  In other words, get out of Jerusalem, 

get out of high Jewish populated areas and move quickly to remote areas to hide. 

 

This is great instruction for all of us–when God allows us to see something, we need to 

urgently act.  Also notice the words “let the reader understand.”  This means that God wants this 

portion of His Word carefully understood, something that basically has been neglected or 

ignored because many who write on this section don’t have a clue as to what is happening.  I 

want you to notice who understands the things of God–the reader of God’s Word.  The word 

“read” (αναγινωσκω) is one that means to read in the sense of knowing something with certainty 

(Smith, p. 28).  God wanted Israel to be so familiar with His Word that when they see this they 

immediately know what it is.  One who is not serious about understanding God’s Word will 

never know what is going on. 



              p. 188 

 

WARNING #1 – Warnings emphasizing quick  escape  from Israeli occupied areas.  24:17-20 

 

When the abomination of desolation occurs, Jewish people need to quickly get away from Jewish 

occupied areas. 

 

Statement #1 - If you are on the  housetop , don’t take time to pack anything.  24:17 

 

Statement #2 - If you are in a  field , don’t even go back to get your coat.  24:18 

 

Statement #3 - If you are  pregnant  or have small children, quick travel will be slowed.  24:19 

 

Statement #4 - If it is  winter  or on a Sabbath day, quick travel will be slowed.  24:20 

 

Sabbath day travel for a Jew would be very noticeable.  It is interesting that Jesus says to pray. 

Obviously God will still move through the prayers of His people during the Tribulation period. 

 

WARNING #2 – Warnings which emphasize the severity of  persecution  against Israel.  

                                 24:21-22 

 

The great Tribulation will feature persecution against Israel the likes of which has never been 

seen in the history of the world, something clearly predicted by Daniel (Dan. 12:1).  In fact, 

Jesus says if the days were not shortened to 3 ½ years, the entire elect nation would be 

annihilated (24:22).  The term “elect” refers to God’s earthly, chosen people.  In the Gospels it 

means Israel; in the epistles it means the Church.  The final 3 ½ years will be an unprecedented 

time of terror against Israel. 

 

WARNING #3 – Warning against  false  Messiah’s during the Tribulation.  24:23-28 

 

Things will be so bad for Israel that she will be looking for and longing for any Messiah.  We 

know the antichrist will be able to perform great signs (Rev. 13:13), which deceptively makes 

him out to look like the Messiah.  Power to perform miracles is never proof of divine  

authorization or approval in any dispensation (I John 4:1-3; II John 9:11; Deut. 13:1-5; II 

Thess. 2:8-12). 
 

During the Tribulation, many satanically empowered agents will claim to be Israel’s deliverer.  

The goal of this agent is to exterminate Israel, not deliver her.  Jesus is very clear in this section 

to point out that people will be saying they have found the Messiah–He is out in a wilderness 

area or He is in some hidden room.  Jesus says do not believe them.  They are vultures wait ing to 

devour Israel.  But in verse 27 He gives clear information about His actual coming.  He will 

come from the sky like lightning.  He will not be found anywhere on earth. 

 

This is what Jesus wanted Israel to know and this is what God wants us to know, too. 

 

 


