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Introduction  

1. The second half of Revelation focuses on the judgment of kings—world rulers (note 10:13 

cf. 5:9). 

2. This “interpretive parenthesis” (10:1-11:14) prepares us for the final judgment sequence 

(15:1-18:24).  

3. In order to understand what is taking place in the text before us, we must be careful not to 

interpret the passage based on OT definitions of the people of God (Israel) and the sanctuary 

of God (tabernacle/temple).   

4. Revelation uses considerable symbolism, which is not allegory. 

a. Allegorical interpretations are nebulous where there is no Scriptural interpretation. 

Galatians 4:24–26, however, shows that allegory is sometimes used.   

b. Symbolism, on the other hand, has clear Scriptural support, as we shall see. 

c. Symbolism does not negate literal interpretation, as is often thought. 

5. The vision we now consider emphasizes God’s protection of His saints in their suffering.  

a. This vision corresponds to the vision of the 144,000 in chapter seven.   

b. The evidence for this is found in two things:  

1) The measuring of the temple (vv. 1, 2) and  

2) The invincibility of the two witnesses (vv. 3-13)  

I. Measuring the Temple 

1. John is given a measuring reed to measure three items: (1) the sanctuary, (2) the altar, and 

(3) the worshipers (v. 1), a symbolic act seen in that—  

a. This measuring is like Ezekiel’s (40–48) except that there are no dimensions given here. 

b. John was to measure not only the structure but the people who worshiped in it. 

2. The New Testament redefines the sanctuary of God, not as a physical structure, but as the 

people of God (1 Cor. 3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20–22; 1 Pet. 2:4–10; 4:14–17; Rev. 3:12). 

a. The altar is in the temple, pointing to suffering saints (6:9; 8:3, 4). 

b. The worshipers are not destroyed because they are within the measured sanctuary.  

3. The outer court was not to be measured because it was not protected (Zech. 12:3; Dan. 8:13; 

Luke 21:24). 

a. The Lord’s reference in Luke was fulfilled in A.D. 70, but the events in Revelation run 

consistently throughout the gospel age, intensifying at the end when “the times of the 

Gentiles are fulfilled.”  



b. The outer court is given to apostate and anti-Jesus Judaism and Gentiles until the 

restoration.  

4. The holy city vs. the great city—the true church/the heavenly Jerusalem vs. earthly 

Jerusalem (Jer. 22:8). 

a. Jerusalem is no longer the holy city (Isa. 52:1); it is now the great city (11:8; 16:9; 17:18; 

18:10, 16, 18, 19, 21). 

b. Jerusalem is mystery Babylon, “the great city that has dominion over the kings of the 

earth” (17:18). 

c. The question is whether Jerusalem here represents an actual city or the city stands for 

godless philosophy?  

d. In the text (v. 8) Jerusalem is “symbolically” or spiritually “called Sodom and Egypt.” 

1) Sodom represents the apex of human depravity, a city where men sought to have carnal 

knowledge with angels (Matt. 11:23, 24). 

2) Egypt represents the power of enslavement—the world and its devotion to false gods, 

notably Osiris (Jer. 44:8).  

e. Jerusalem symbolizes human rebellion and resistance to God’s message and messengers. 

1) They killed the prophets God sent them (Luke 11:47, 49; 13:33, 34, Matt. 23:29–31, 34).   

2) Stephen was the first Christian martyr, and he was killed in Jerusalem after he, too, 

pointed to their bloody history (Acts 7:52).  

II. The Invincible Witness  

1. The two witnesses symbolize the whole church’s proclaiming truth against Satan’s lies and 

deception (5:10). 

a. Their death confirms this (11:7 cf. 13:7; also 11:9 cf. 13:7). 

b. Their resurrection is the vindication of their message; the saints of 13:7 are the witnesses 

of 11:7.  

2. They are witnesses (martyrs, 2:13, 17:6) with the testimony (martyria) of Jesus (1:2, 9; 

12:17; 19:10; 20:4). Jesus is the faithful witness (1:5).   

a. These two witnesses are prophets with a message of judgment and repentance (wearing 

sackcloth, Jer. 4:8; 6:26; Matt. 11:21). 

b. The miracles of power speak of Moses and Elijah. 

c. The witnesses speak also of “law” (teaching) and “testimony” (confirmation by witnesses) 

(Isa. 8:20).  

3. The number of the witnesses, two, speaks of—  

a. Fulfilling the obligation for reliability of evidence (Deut. 19:15);  

b. Zechariah 4 and the Branch who unites royal and priestly offices, prefigured by 

Zerubbabel and Joshua, ruler and priest, and by the two olive trees fueling the one 

lampstand (v. 4).  



4. These two cannot be harmed until their mission is complete, but when that is done,  

a. The beast-system (an unholy alliance of Jews and Gentiles empowered by the dragon to 

eradicate the church) rises from the abyss in order to destroy them. 

b. The world celebrates, refusing to let them be buried and making a holiday of their demise.  

c. After 3 ½ days, the time that Satan has his vicious but futile rampage, God will raise them 

up and catch them up into heaven as their enemies look on (vv. 11, 12). 

1) There follows a great earthquake that destroys a tenth of the city and kills 7,000 citizens 

(v. 13). 

2) The sight will strike fear and terror in the survivors, who reluctantly give God glory.  

Use  

1. Lukewarm Christians and Sunday church attendees are somehow out of place in the scenes 

we have just witnessed. How does your Christian experience fit you for this spiritual battle 

now and to come?  

2. Does the celebration described sound like Christmas? Does the holiday we celebrate on 

December 25 really honor Christ or does it marginalize and mock Jesus, yet promote 

selfishness, excess, and honor to false gods (solstice and Nimrod/Santa Claus)?  


