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“The Return of the LORD is Imminent” 

Introduction: 

     First Thessalonians chapter number four, Paul’s epistle to Thessalonians in chapter number four. 
The title of this lesson is “The Return of the LORD is Imminent.” The word imminent in dealing with 
the LORD’s return simply means that it could happen at any moment. Other things may happen 
before the event, but nothing else must occur before the imminent event unfolds. If something else 
has to occur before the event takes place then that event fails to be an imminent event. But please 
understand that there is a difference between the rapture with His return and the meeting in the air 
and His second coming in which He will literally return to the earth and set up His Millennial 
Kingdom. The rapture with His return for His saints is imminent.  

     No one can actually set a date for an imminent event, they can only know that it could happen at 
any moment. In light of the concept of the imminent coming of Christ for His Church in the Rapture 
in a pre-tribulation rapture view makes His coming imminent. However the tribulation cannot be 
considered an imminent event, because the Rapture must occur before it can begin. Using the 
Scriptures in their correct context it can be concluded that the concept of the imminent coming of 
the LORD Jesus Christ strongly infers to a pre-tribulation rapture of the Saints, making this the next 
event on God’s prophetic calendar, which is imminent and could occur at any moment.  

I Thessalonians 4:13-18 

13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow 
not, even as others which have no hope. 

14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him. 

15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 

16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 

17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
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18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 

     The Apostle Paul uses the metaphor of “them which are asleep,” as a comparison for a believers 
death. Though the Apostle Paul had taught the Thessalonians about Christ’s return when he was 
there, apparently Timothy had encountered further questions on the subject, possibly arising from 
the death of some of the new converts. In the answer to these questions, Paul states he wanted 
them to know and to be assured by the hope in Christ that they would see their loved ones again 
who died in the faith. This was a hope that the false religions and their pagan neighbors did not 
have. This event that fulfills our hope is imminent. Let’s read what John wrote about that hope in 
relation to the imminent return of Christ.  

John 14:1-6 

1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 

2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. 

3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also. 

4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. 

5 Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way? 

6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

     This passage is not speaking of His second coming it is speaking of the rapture, when the LORD 
receives us unto Himself, that where He is we may be also. The “Rapture” of the Church is an 
imminent event, and no one really knows when exactly when it will occur. However we know from 
the Scriptures that it is imminent because nothing else must take place before it occurs. All Biblical 
Prophecy to be fulfilled leading up to the Rapture of the Church has been fulfilled, and the Rapture 
could happen at any moment, therefore it makes this event imminent.  

I Thessalonians 4:14 

14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him. 

     This hope that is spoken of in verse number thirteen is the hope for the saints that sleep. For the 
born again believer this hope is as certain as the fact of the death and the resurrection of Christ 
Himself. The Apostle Paul says: “them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.”  
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     Some have inferred from this statement that departed Christians are unconscious until the 
Second Coming. Friend this is just not the case because the Bible clearly indicates that to be absent 
from the body is to be present with the LORD Jesus. Therefore one can be assured that when a 
Christian dies, it is the body that sleeps to be awakened glorified but the soul and the spirit moves 
on to Heaven in the presence of the LORD. 

I Thessalonians 5:10-11 

10 Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him. 

11 Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do. 

II Corinthians 5:8 

8 We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the 
Lord. 

Philippians 1:23 

23 For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better: 

     The Apostle Paul as seen in verse fifteen believed that Christ could come in his lifetime, and so 
did the Thessalonians as clearly seen from chapter one: “And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom 
he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come” (I Thessalonians 
1:10). 

I Thessalonians 4:15-16 

15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 

16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 

     Paul states that we will not prevent them which are asleep. The NASB states “we will by no means 
those who are asleep.” Evidently the Thessalonians were concerned that believers who had died 
would miss the glory associated with this imminent event at hand referred to as the rapture. Paul 
answers their question by affirming that actually those who were dead would go before those that 
are alive on the earth.  

     Verse sixteen speaks of the accompanying descent of the LORD in this imminent event of the 
translation of the church or the rapture. Christ will descend from Heaven with the voice of the 
archangel. This perhaps will be Michael who is portrayed as the leader of the army of God as seen in 
Daniel 10:13, Daniel 10:21, Jude 9 and Revelation 12:7-9. The archangel’s voice will be one of 
triumph because of the great victory at the coming of Christ, culminating thousands of years of 
spiritual conflict with Satan.  
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     The final signal in this imminent event will be the trumpet of God. The three elements consisting 
of the shout of the LORD Himself, the voice of the archangel, and the trumpet of God will perhaps be 
separate events occurring in very rapid succession. The answer to the question as to how the dead 
can be raised when the remains of their bodies are in some cases totally scattered is not a problem 
for a super-natural God who created the entire universe and everything in it.  

     Clearly the resurrection will be a physical resurrection in which the bodily existence will be 
restored as Paul tells us in I Corinthians chapter number fifteen.  
 
I Corinthians 15:51-55 

51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 

52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 

54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on 
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 

55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 

     The resurrected bodies of the Christians will be like that of Christ as John tells us in his first 
epistle: “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is” (I John 3:2).  

     We will be raised incorruptible and immortal, and yet they will be bodies of flesh and bone as we 
can clearly see from the Gospels. They will be glorified yet recognizable bodies as was the 
resurrected body of the LORD Jesus Christ. 

I Thessalonians 4:17 

17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

     This imminent event will result  with the living Christians being “caught up” together with the 
raised saints in the clouds to meet the LORD in the air. The English word “rapture” comes from the 
Latin word that means “caught up.” We will be caught up in the air with the LORD in the great 
clouds , which could refer to that great multitude, that great cloud of raised witnesses in the air.  

     The final end results will be that we will forever be with the LORD. My friend this event is 
imminent, there is nothing left on God’s calendar that must occur for this event to take place. We 
can have hope, peace and assurance in this promise of the LORD.  

     In the words that He spoke in the Gospel of John: “I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may 
be also.” 
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I Thessalonians 4:18 

18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 

     This wonderful truth of the LORD’s imminent return for His saints that the Apostle Paul spoke of 
here in this chapter is to be a comfort to the Thessalonians and unto all Christians everywhere for 
all ages. My friend this teaching of His imminent return is not the Second Coming, but the rapture of 
His Church. These two events are separated by at least 7-years. Because during that period will 
come a time of trouble, the Great Tribulation.  

     No one knows that day or the hour for His imminent return; for Him to receive His Church, but I 
can assure you my friend on the authority of God Holy Writ that it will occur and there is nothing 
stopping it, with nothing else that must occur prior to Him receiving us. Therefore the return of the 
LORD is imminent.  


