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KJV – Revelation 2:8-11 

 

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-6” 

Introduction: 
 
     Last week we left the Church of Ephesus and tonight we will travel about 35 to 40 miles 
northwest to one of the most beautiful cities in all of Asia. This city in John’s time was known as the 
city of Smyrna, today it is known as “Izmir.” 
 
     As we have started this journey to look at each one of these seven churches individually we have 
seen the three ways that these letters are to be interpreted and understood: 
 

- Interpreted and understood as representing seven literal churches in the time of John. 
 

- Interpreted and understood to represent the current issues and problems at hand of any 
local church during any time period of the current church age. 

 
- Interpreted and understood to represent a panoramic view of the church age throughout 

history, from the birth of the church at Pentecost until the translation of the church just 
before the tribulation begins. 

 
     We have also set as a goal to cover just a few things at the beginning of each lesson that 
incorporates a general overview of all of these churches. This evening I would like to leave you with 
two observations concerning these churches.  
 

1. Little is much when God is in it: 
 
     The reason I say that as the header for this first observation is this: the best churches as 
pronounced by the LORD Jesus Christ were the little ones. The two smallest churches among the 
seven had the least amount of world influences and carnal problems to distract them in their work 
of the ministry. Yet these two churches were the smallest of the bunch and they had the least 
amount of money.  
 
     Smyrna and Philadelphia proved to be the two churches with the least in material wealth yet the 
greatest in spiritual wealth. This clearly shows that the size of the congregation and the amount of 
their offerings does not measure the church’s greatness and success in the eyes of God. Christ 
esteems a church that is focused on God’s Word and faithfully preservers counting His Word 
faithful in the dark times of troubles, trials and tribulations. 
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2. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled: 
 
     The bigger these churches were as far as material wealth the worst was their report by the LORD 
Jesus Christ. Not because they were big in numbers and had the most wealth; but like in the church 
at Laodicea, it was a very large church with a large congregation and a vast amount of material 
wealth. Yet it was a detestable church in the sight of Almighty God. Christ told them: “thou sayest, I 
am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, 
and miserable, and poor, and blind and naked.” 
 
     Regardless of the size of wealth of a church, any church that focuses on anything other than 
primary mission of bring honor and glory to God is a pour wretched miserable church. But a church 
that is deep in the study of the Word and the work of ministry, focusing one brining honor and glory 
to God; regardless of what type of building and programs they have this will be a church that God 
shines His grace upon and all that other stuff will come on God’s time. That is if it’s the LORD’s will. 
Let’s never get the cart before the horse, and never make the icing if you don’t have enough 
ingredients to bake the cake.  
 
     Tonight we will look at Smyrna, just 35 to 40 miles northwest of the church at Ephesus the city of 
Smyrna was known at the time as a wealthy port city. It was also know for its dedication to the 
Roman Empire and devotion to its pagan gods. It is believed that the Apostle Paul founded the 
church at Smyrna on his missionary journey to Ephesus in Acts chapter 19.  
 
     The LORD Jesus Christ’s message to the church at Smyrna is one of commendation and praise, 
even though this church was under constant persecution both by the Jews and the Romans they 
endured. This severe persecution kept this church in a constant state of material poverty yet in this 
they looked to their God and His promises. They may have been materially pour but they were rich 
in spiritual gifts, perseverance and steadfast in the faith.  
 
     Jesus warned these believers at Smyrna that they would have to undergo even more persecution, 
but unto them He promised a crown of life for their faithfulness. Surely it is no accident that the 
only two churches (Smyrna and Philadelphia) in the list of the seven churches that escaped the 
rebuke of the LORD, have still survived with a large remnant in their area. Today Smyrna “Izmir” 
has a population of over 3.4 million with less than 5% claiming ties to the Christian faith. The strong 
Muslim movement has forcefully made a great impact on the decline through the persecution of the 
Christians in this city over the last 100 years. But God still has a remnant.  
 
     I don’t know if you realize the type of character and moral values of the Caesars of Rome, but 
here is an excerpt from John Phillips Commentary about the first persecutor of the New Testament 
Church.  
 

“He was just three years old when his father died. It was a little loss to the boy, for his father 
had been a killer, a bully and a cheat. His mother took over the family trade and continued the 
boy’s education. She murdered his step-father with a dish of poisoned mushrooms. He was 
reared in squalor and proved a notable son to his parents. While still young, he committed his 
first murder; killing a teenage boy who stood in his way and watching him die with callous 
indifference. He married at fifteen but soon had his wife killed.  
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He married again and slew his second wife too. In order to marry a third time, he murdered 
the husband of the woman he wanted. His mother annoyed him; so he arranged her murder, 
first by guile, but when that was unsuccessful, without pretense. He was an ugly man with a 
bull neck, beetle brows, a flat nose, and a tough mouth. He had a pot belly, spindly legs, bad 
skin, and offensive odor. At the age of thirty-one he was sentenced to death by flogging. He fled 
to a dingy basement and in the hose of a slave, cut his own throat. He gave the infant church its 
first taste of things to come. His name was Nero. He was the first of the persecuting Caesars of 
Rome” (Phillips; Exploring Revelation, 2004; page 46). 

 
     In the days of John writing these seven letters and then the complete book of the Revelation Nero 
and already taken his own life. Domitian was the new emperor of Rome and he was as bad, if not 
worse than Nero concerning the persecution of the church. Domitian was a tyrant, hater of God and 
he despised Christians. The church at Smyrna would feel the blunt of this persecution.  
 
     Concerning the panoramic view of the church age, let’s see how that Smyrna relates to the other 
six churches. Notice the name Smyrna means “Anointing Oil” or “Myrrh.” It also represents the 
church age in the time frame of A.D. 100 to A.D. 313 and this was a time of great persecution of the 
Christian faith.  
 

 
 
Revelation 2:8-11 

8 And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the last, which was 
dead, and is alive; 

9 I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them 
which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. 

10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, 
that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give 
thee a crown of life. 

11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall 
not be hurt of the second death. 
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     We have no idea what the saints of God before us had to endure. They went through much 
persecution as we will see in Smyrna. In the days of John Smyrna was one of the most beautiful 
cities in Asia Minor and it was the center of science and medicine. Always on the winner’s side in 
the Roman wars, Smyrna’s intense loyalty to Caesar and to the Roman Empire resulted in a strong 
emperor-worship cult. Some 50 years after John’s death, Polycarp was the pastor of the church at 
Smyrna. He was ordered to worship Caesar, Polycarp refused and he was burned alive at the age of 
86. Even secular history shows us great persecution in this great city of Smyrna.  
 
Revelation 2:8 

8 And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the last, which was 
dead, and is alive; 

     It is told to write unto the angel of the church in Smyrna. This exhortation is coming directly from 
Christ, the LORD of Glory Himself. Notice to each letter He introduces Himself with a unique title. 
With the church at Ephesus He was the one that walks in the midst of the candlesticks. Now with 
Smyrna He introduces Himself as the first and the last, which was dead and is alive.  
 

- He is the first and the last: He is the beginning and the ending. He is also the Alpha and the 
Omega. As in the terms of time it is as true in space as well, the first and the last. The LORD 
is forever and always present. He created time, He created space, and He is in all, before all 
and after all.  
 

- He is He that was dead and is alive: Revelation 1:18 states He has the keys of death and of 
Hell why because He died and defeated them both. He defeated what no man can ever 
defeat. Through His spirit, might and power death has been robbed of its sting and the grave 
has been stripped of its hold on His people.  

 
     Paul tells us in his first epistle to the Corinthians, chapter 15 the importance of the resurrection. 
 
I Corinthians 15:12-19 

12 Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is no 
resurrection of the dead? 

13 But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: 

14 And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. 

15 Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he raised up 
Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. 

16 For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: 

17 And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 

18 Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. 

19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. 
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     All those born of God taught of God know that He is risen. Therefore He is the first and the last, 
He is He that was dead and is alive and we have a better hope in Christ. Because His word tells us, 
and His Spirit bears witness to us telling us His Word is true. That Spirit indwelling the believer, is 
the same Spirit that raised Christ from the dead. Therefore we can jump to the end of the chapter 
and see what Paul says.  
 
I Corinthians 15:51-57 

51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 

52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 

54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on 
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 

55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 

56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 

57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

     By His grace, faith in Him we have overcome the sting of the grave and the sting of death. That is 
why Paul indicates that the believer in Christ doesn’t die, they merely go to sleep and wake up with 
the LORD. For to be absent from the body is to be present with the LORD. 
 
Revelation 2:9 

9 I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them 
which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. 

     Imagine what a comfort it was to the Christians at Smyrna to know that the LORD Jesus Christ 
had acknowledged their works and all of their sufferings. He said I know your tribulation and 
poverty, seemingly pour they were ever so rich. These Christians were not only being persecuted by 
the pagan Gentiles but also by hostile Jews. Some of these that claimed to be Jews were not Jews at 
all, only in name but they were working directly for Satan himself to stop the work of this church. 
 
     Satan is mentioned directly in four of the seven churches in these letters (Revelation 2:9, 2:13, 
2:24 and 3:9). Here in Smyrna the majority of the severe persecution was coming from those that 
say that they are Jews but were of the synagogue of Satan. History has shown us down through the 
years of the New Testament Church that the most severe persecution has always come from 
religionists or from those claiming ties to a major religion. 
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Revelation 2:10 

10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, 
that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give 
thee a crown of life. 

     Christ said to fear none of those things. Tribulation will come, persecution will arrive. A child of 
God will be troubled and tried on every side. But Paul tells us in Romans 8:18, For I reckon that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in 
us. And Christ tells Smyrna to fear none of those things because it is only He who can award the 
crown of life.  

     There are five heavenly crowns mentioned in the New Testament that will be awarded to 
believers. The Greek word translated “crown” is stephanos (the source for the name Stephen the 
martyr) and means “a badge of royalty, a prize in the public games or a symbol of honor.” It was 
used during the ancient Greek games, and passed onto Roman culture where it referrers to a 
wreath or garland of leaves placed on a victor’s head as a reward for winning an athletic contest 
when they pass before the bema-seat. Notice this bema judgment is a judgment of rewards and not 
actual judgment or win or lose, because only the victors could pass before the bema-seat.  

     As such, this word stephanos, crowns is used figuratively in the New Testament of the rewards of 
heaven God promises those who are faithful. Paul’s passage in First Corinthians chapter nine 
teaches and best defines for us how these crowns are awarded.  

I Corinthians 9:24-25 

24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may 
obtain. 

25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a 
corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 

     There are five crowns mentioned in the New Testament as rewards of service to believers. The 
LORD even advises believers to walk in righteousness and earn “treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through not steal” (Matthew 6:20). Here 
are the five crowns summarized. 

1. The Crown of Righteousness; for those who love His return (II Timothy 4:8).  
2. The Incorruptible Crown; sometimes referred to as the crown of Victory given for victorious 

lives of purity (I Corinthians 9:25). 
3. The Crown of Rejoicing; the soul winners crown, those who have lead others to faith in Jesus 

Christ (I Thessalonians 2:19). 
4. The Crown of Glory; for faithful servants, the elders and pastors with faithful service as 

under-shepherds will be awarded this crown by the Chief Shepherd (I Peter 5:1-4). 
5. The Crown of Life; for Christian Martyrs. Those that remain faithful unto death for the cause 

of Christ will receive a crown of Life (Revelation 2:10). 
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Revelation 2:11 

11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall 
not be hurt of the second death. 

     The LORD closes this portion to Smyrna with a heed for those with ears in the churches to hear 
what the Spirit saith. Clearly indicating that He knows there are some professing Him as Saviour 
that will not hear the Spirit because they have not the Spirit.  

     Here the verse ends with that statement of overcoming, but this time it has a different promise.  
To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God; 
was the promise given to the overcomes at Ephesus, now Smyrna is that they shall not be hurt of 
the second death. Does this mean one church gets one promise and the other church gets another? 
No, take all seven promises that will be given, compile them into one Sovereign proclamation from 
our LORD Jesus Christ for all over comers.  

     The LORD says here that the second death has no power over His over comers. How is that 
possible? Jesus tells us that in John 5:24; Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and 
believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is 
passed from death unto life. Passed from death (the power of the second death) unto life (life eternal 
in Christ). But in closing who overcomes and what does that mean? 

I John 5:4-5 

4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith. 

5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 

     The over comer is one who is born of God, this is the promise of Christ Himself. “It is written in 
the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath 
learned of the Father, cometh unto me” (John 6:45). Those that are taught of God, come to Him. 
Those that come to Him, receive Him and they receive Him because they are born of God (born from 
above).  

John 1:12-13 

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name: 

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

     All these are His, and they have all overcome through, by and in Christ. 

 

 


