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LESSONS ON PREDESTINATION #31

“Satan’s Attack Upon Man” 

(Scriptures from NKJV)

“But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your

minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.”    (II Corinthians 11:3)

“Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the Lord

God had made. And he said to the woman, ‘Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat

of every tree of the garden’? And the woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat the

fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of

the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’ 

Then the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not surely die.  For God knows that

in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing

good and evil.’  So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it

was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its

fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of

both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed

fig leaves together and made themselves coverings.” (Genesis 3:1-7)

INTRODUCTION:  In the last seven messages, we have been examining the election of

the angels and the role they play in the redemptive history of Christ, and their role in the

eternal purpose of God.  In doing so, we are fleshing out the doctrines of Total Depravity

and Unconditional Election.  We are seeing God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility

working side by side.  

We have looked at the being we now know as Satan.  We have examined his original state

and his fall from that state.  In the last two lessons, we have covered the time and place of

his fall.  In doing so, I have departed from my previously held view on this subject.  That

view is known as the traditional view held by the vast majority of Bible students.  This view

holds:

º That Satan fell at some point in time before he tempted Eve in the Garden of

Eden.  

º That his first sin occurred while he was geographically located in heaven.

º That his first sin originated in his proud heart and manifested itself in an

attempt to take over the throne rights of God to govern His creation.  Thus

he was already a fallen cursed being when he tempted Eve.  

The traditional view does not explain how Satan thought he could dethrone God, nor does

it give a reason why he sought to deceive Adam and Eve.  

My alternative view, which I have come to embrace, is that Satan fell at the historical point
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of time when he deceived Eve in the geographical location of the Garden of Eden, and that

his first sin originated in his proud heart and manifested itself in an attempt to take over

the throne rights of the Most High God through the means of alienating man from his

dependance upon God.  He believed this would in turn require God to destroy man and

thus prevent God from fulfilling His purpose to elevate man to a position above that of the

angels.  

Satan, in his cunning wisdom, believed that if he could seduce man from his obedience to

God, then he would have God in what would appear to be an impossible dilemma.  If God

failed to keep His word to destroy man, then His attribute of holy justice would be defiled,

and God would have to vacate His throne.  On the other hand, if God upheld his justice and

destroyed man, then His plan for man to be exalted in honor above the angels would be

frustrated.  In which case, His attributes of wisdom and power would be seen to be limited. 

He would then have to relinquish His claim to be the “Most High God,” possessor of heaven

and earth.  So whatever alternative God may choose to take, He will prove to be only a

“god” with limited abilities.

Before we begin to look at how Satan launches his attack on man, I wish to refer to two

popular beliefs which have come out of the traditional view of Satan’s fall occurring prior to

Genesis 3, which I believe distracts from what is occurring in Genesis 3.

A.  TWO VIEWS FLOWING FROM THE TRADITIONAL VIEW OF SATAN’S FALL.

(NOTE: Not all who hold to the traditional view embrace these.)

1.  The Gap Theory: This is the belief that a great gap of time occurred between

verses one and two of Genesis chapter one.  “In the beginning God created the heaven

and the earth.  The earth was without form and void; and darkness was on the

face of the deep.  And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.” 

It is believed that in verse two, the translation could possible read, “And the earth

became without form and void.”  Thus you would have an original earth with plant and

animal life in verse one, and then a reshaping of the earth for man’s habitation in verses 2-

31.   

The Scofield Reference Bible best describes this view in an abbreviated fashion.  It states, 

But three creative acts of God are recorded in this chapter. (1) the heavens

and the earth, v. 1; (2) animal life, v. 21; (3) human life, vs. 26, 27.  The

first creative act refers to the dateless past, and gives scope for all the

geologic ages.  
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Scofield then states:

Jeremiah 4:23-26, Isaiah 24:1, and Isaiah 45:18, clearly indicates that the

earth had undergone a cataclysmic change as a result of a divine judgment. 

The face of the earth bears everywhere the marks of such a catastrophe. 

There are not wanting (lacking) intimations which connect it with a previous

testing and fall of angels.  See Ezekiel 28:12-15 and Isaiah 14:9-14, which

certainly go beyond the Kings of Tyre and Babylon.

This view is an attempt, not only to explain when and where the angels fell, it also is an

attempt to harmonize the Biblical record of a “young earth” with the science of geology

which claims evidence of an “old earth.”  The Scofield Reference Bible goes on to say:

It is by no means necessary to suppose that the life-germ of seeds perished

in the catastrophic judgment which overthrew the primitive order.  With the

restoration of dry land and earth, the earth would “bring forth” as described. 

It was animal life which perished, the traces which remain as fossils. 

Relegate fossils to the primitive creation, and no conflict of science with the

Genesis cosmogony remains.

 

It is not my purpose to allow a distraction from our topic to occur in a discussion of the

harmony of the Biblical records with that of modern science.  It is only to show that the

Gap Theory places the fall of Satan and his angels on a pre-historic earth, thereby

concluding that Satan was fallen and cursed prior to his appearance to Eve in the

supposedly re-creation of the earth in its present form.

2.  The Demon Theory: I cannot enlarge upon this theory only to say that it holds

that the demons are separate beings from the fallen angels, and are comprised of the

departed spirits of a race of pre-Adamite men which supposedly existed in the original

creation described by the advocates of the Gap Theory.

Now one can readily see how those views distract from what is occurring in Genesis 3, and

why my view could be completely overlooked as having any validity.

a.  First distraction: You would have death existing in the physical world of

the animals prior to Adam’s fall, and the subsequent curse.  Cf. Genesis 3:17-19, 21;

Romans 5:12; 8:18-20.

b.  Second distraction: You would have Satan and his angels or demons

perhaps existing in the new creation of God as described in Genesis 1, 2 and 3.  There you
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have God looking upon what he has prepared for man and saying that “it was very

good!”  Can you visualize the Garden of Eden as being a paradise if fallen angels and

demons had access to it?

c.  Main distraction: The main distraction of the Gap Theory and the Demon

Theory is that these views of the fall of the angels are in no way related to their activity in

attacking man in the Garden.  Thus one can see that if you hold to this explanation of the

fall of the angels, you would easily overlook any other need to examine an alternate

theory.  I believe this is why my view has been overlooked.

B.  SATAN’S APPEARANCE TO MAN IN THE PARADISE OF EDEN.

1.  Genesis 3:1 - “Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the

field which the Lord God had made.”

2.  The serpent is either a manifestation of Satan in the form of an animal creature,

or else a physical creature dominated and animated by Satan.  Cf. Revelation 12:9; 20:2. 

Also consider how angels appeared in human form in various portions of the Bible.

a.  Its physical appearance: Donald Grey Barnhouse, The Invisible War, p.

85: 

When we read that Satan appeared as a serpent, we are inclined to think of

the incident in terms of the reptiles, which we know and which most people

instinctively fear.  We must erase this thought from our minds and project

ourselves to the historical moment, considering this mouthpiece of Lucifer as

Eve encountered him.  The fear and dread of man had not yet come upon the

animal world, for this was imposed by God as a part of the judgment at the

time of the flood (Genesis 9:2).  As Adam and Eve moved in their domain,

they were surrounded by the animals which Adam had previously named as

God paraded each kind in his presence to see what he would call it.  (Genesis

2:19,20).  There is evidence that the serpent was the most wonderful of all

the creatures.  Our text says that it was more “subtil” than any beast of the

field.  This is the only place that this Hebrew word is translated “subtil”;

elsewhere it is rendered “prudent” eight times and “crafty” twice. 

Webster’s Dictionary of 1828 lists “prudent” as meaning “cautious, wise, careful of the

consequences, cautious not to act when the end is doubtful.”  Thus Satan has devised his

plan in a careful and prudent manner believing that its outcome is certain.
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b.  Its name: The Hebrew word is “nachash” which can mean “to shine.”  We

must think of the serpent in terms of splendor and beauty leaving a sense of awe that it

made on Eve.  Lucifer means light bearer, thus He was the “Bright Morning Star.”  

C.  SATAN’S STRATEGY TO DECEIVE MAN.

1.  The plan of God.

When the whole of God’s revelation is seen in one panoramic view, it

becomes evident that in God’s eternal purpose, He designed that the government of His

moral universe was to be placed under the control of mankind.  This is summarized by Paul

in such passages as Ephesians 1:17-23 and 3:9-11 (NKJV).  “that the God of our Lord

Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and

revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understanding being

enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the

riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding

greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His

mighty power which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and

seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and

power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this

age but also in that which is to come. And He put all things under His feet, and

gave Him to be head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness

of Him who fills all in all.”  

. . . . 

“and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the

beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through

Jesus Christ; to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made

known by the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places,

according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord,”

The comprehension of much of the rest of the Bible depends upon the understanding of the

place of man in the ranks of created beings.  The angelic beings had been established in an

orderly hierarchy. Lucifer was created as the highest of all.  Beneath him were all the

various ranks and orders of the angelic creation: the archangels, cherubs, seraphs, the

principalities and powers, and the lower angels.  But when God moved to create man, He

did not model him after the angels.  Man was not given the power of Lucifer.  He was not

given the speed of angels nor their freedom of movement throughout the air and the

heavens.  God created man below all of these angelic orders and tied him to earth with the

law of gravity, thereby limiting him in space, time, wisdom and power.
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One of the great clues to the proper understanding of the eternal purpose of God in Christ

Jesus is found in the Psalms and explained by the Holy Spirit through Paul or the writer to

the Hebrews.  That clue concerns the creation of man.  In Psalm 8:1-9 David sings, 

“O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is Your name in all the earth, Who have set Your

glory above the heavens! Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have

ordained strength, because of Your enemies, that You may silence the enemy and

the avenger. When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon

and the stars, which You have ordained, what is man that You are mindful of him,

and the son of man that You visit him? For You have made him a little lower than

the angels, and You have crowned him with glory and honor. You have made him

to have dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his

feet, all sheep and oxen—even the beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and the

fish of the sea that pass through the paths of the seas. O Lord, our Lord, how

excellent is Your name in all the earth!”  

The key phrase in this passage is that which places man in the scheme of creation as being

made “lower than the angels.”  Here is God’s strategy.  Out of the lowest, God shall bring

forth the highest.  He, Himself, shall condescend to be incarnate in this low level of

creation.  And out of that level, even out of man fallen below the low level on which he was

created, God shall bring forth a race of sons who shall be associated with Him forever in

the government of the universe.  This plan shall bring about the greatest glory to God and

the full completion of His eternal purpose.  The second chapter of Hebrews is the divine

commentary which establishes the text in Psalm 8, and reveals its spiritual meaning.

In Hebrews 2:5-8, the writer, speaking by divine inspiration, says, “For He has not put

the world to come, of which we speak, in subjection to angels.  But one testified in

a certain place, saying: ‘What is man that You are mindful of him, or the son of

man that You take care of him?  You have made him a little lower than the angels; 

You have crowned him with glory and honor, and set him over the works of Your

hands. You have put all things in subjection under his feet.’  For in that He put all

in subjection under him, He left nothing that is not put under him. But now we do

not yet see all things put under him.”  If Paul is the writer of Hebrews, he interprets

David in Psalm 8 as referring to man being created a little lower in honor than the angels,

but who would one day, through Christ Jesus, be elevated above the angels.

It is unfortunate that the RSV, along with the NASV, and a number of other translations,

translate the phrase in Psalm 8:5 as “You have made him a little lower than God.”  In

so doing, it completely clouds the intention of God to disclose that man, being made a little
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lower than the angels, would one day be elevated above the angels.  Why do the varying

translations do this?  Because the Hebrew word is Elohim.  This one word can be translated

“God,” the supreme Being; also as “gods” or angels, also as civil magistrates.  It is at the

discretion of the translators to determine from the context, which of these options best fits

the usage of the word.  But in this case, we are not left with the liberty to choose which of

these usages to use, in that the inspired writer of Hebrews tells us that David was

describing that man was made a little lower than the angels, not a little lower than God! 

Hebrews 2:7 reads, “You have made him a little lower than the angels!”  Thus it is

the Holy Spirit that is the interpreter of what David is saying in Psalm 8:5.

 

NOTE: Nearly all of the translations, (even the KJV in its marginal reading) translates

Hebrews 2:7 as “You have made him (man) for a little while lower than the angels.” 

This means that sometime after man’s creation in Genesis, he would be elevated above the

angels! 

NOTE: Thus, if Psalm 8:5 is translated in any other way than that of angels, it serves to

hide or cover up the central design of God’s redemptive plan that man in Christ Jesus

would be elevated above the angels.  So why do I believe that my view of Satan’s fall and

his attack on Adam and Eve has been overlooked by the masses of Bible students?  I list

three reasons for the present, although others could be added:  

One: The Gap Theory

Two: The Demon Theory

Three: The Mistranslation of Psalm 8:5.

2.  Satan’s Strategy To Defeat God’s Plan - Genesis 3:1.

Satan enters the Garden filled with envy toward two sources.  One, He is

envious of God for being a more noble and higher Being than he (Satan) is.  Two, He is

envious of the creature man, having been informed that, though man is at present a lower

creature than he (Satan) is, he (man) will one day be elevated to become the moral ruler

of God’s government.  This inflames him with envious rage because that is the present

position bestowed upon him by the “Most High God.”  

He now realizes that this creature, man, is a more noble creature than the

animals, and that he is a moral creature with a God-given consciousness of discerning right

from wrong.  While the animals possess a self-consciousness which enables them to

discern that they are distinct beings from others, they do not possess a God-consciousness

so as to be responsible to God for their behavior.  They act according to their instinctive

natures, but this creature, man, acts out of moral judgments.  
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So Satan knew that God was a moral Being possessing a will with which to

make choices.  He also knew that he (Satan) was a moral being capable of making moral

choices, and he knew that this new creature, man, was a moral being capable of making

moral choices.  He knows that he and the other angels are under a probationary test to test

their choice of obedience or disobedience, and he knows that man has also been put under

a probationary test to test his obedience or disobedience.  

His efforts will now be directed in two ways against the two beings which are

the objects of his envy.  First, against man by tempting him to cast off his dependance

upon God and to seek a state of higher honor than that of a servant submitted to God. 

Second, to remove God from His throne as the supreme law giver and humiliate Him in the

eyes of the moral creatures consisting of angels and men.

This he would do by putting God in what he thought would be an impossible

position.  If he could tempt man into sinning against God, then God would have to manifest

His justice and destroy man.  This would prevent man from being elevated above the

angels, and God would be mocked for not being able to complete what He had planned for

man.  On the other hand, if God shows mercy and does not destroy man, then God must

sacrifice His justice for not keeping His Word.  

The battle lines are drawn.  The battle will be fought, not with physical

weapons of war, but with the thoughts of the mind.  Who can outwit the other?  Thus, man

will be doing his will, Satan will be doing his will, and God will be doing His will.  Let the

battle begin.  Next time: “Satan’s Destruction of Man.”
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