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One of the most repeated words within this chapter is the word "world"—Christians are no longer of the world 

(which implies we once were), they are kept from the ruler of this world (so as not to be destroyed), and they 

are sent back into this world (so that it will believe the gospel and know God's love in Christ).  
 

It's the latter of these that has direct relation to this third petition of our Savior—thus far He has prayed for 

their preservation (vv11-16), and sanctification (vv17-19), which brings us this week to His prayer for their 

unification (vv20-23). I want to consider this third petition under the theme of Christian Unity, and suggest 

there are three dominant points with reference to the theme of unity – It is Universal, Spiritual, and Visual. 
 

I.   It is Universal  

II.  It is Spiritual  

III. It is Visual  
 

I.   It is Universal  
 

1. V20—"I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; that 

they all may be one.." 

2. Our Savior commits to not only pray for the apostles, but also for every person who will believe through 

them... 

3. Not merely those who believe through their public ministry (in the 1st century), but through their written 

word...  

4. Thus, we learn, that our Savior prays for a certain people who have yet to believe—an elect people given 

to Him by His Father... 

5. Why do some sinners believe the gospel and others do not—ultimately, it's because Christ was praying for 

them... 

6. Thus, in the first place, the unity that our Savior prays for is a fact and not merely something that needs 

promotion... 

7. By that I mean, everything our Savior prays for, He of certainty gets—this isn't a unity that may or may 

not happen... 

8. This is what might be called a positional unity that is certain, and thus, it's a unity that transcends local 

churches... 

9. The unification that our Savior here speaks about, is a unity of the universal church, which transcends 

distance, culture, and time... 

10. [1] Distance—this means, churches in Europe, Africa, Asia, Latin America, and USA, are all unified as 

one...   

11. Eph.3:14-15—"For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the 

whole family in heaven and earth is named..." 

12. There is one family—some of these members are in heaven (the church triumphant), others are on earth 

(the church militant)...  

13. [2] Culture—this means, urban churches, country churches, white churches, black churches, are in fact, all 

one...  

14. We live in a time when racial tension is elevated, and racial reconciliation is the topic that everyone's 

discussing... 

15. But, you know what, regardless of what sub-culture you come from—rich or poor—we are all one in 

Christ...  

16. Gal.3:28—"There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; 

for you are all one in Christ Jesus..." 

17. [3] Time—this means, Christians in the 1st century and 21st century, all comprise a single, universal 

church...   

18. The fathers (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob), prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel), apostles (Peter, John, 

and Paul, every saint throughout church history (Augustine, Luther, and Calvin), and every saint living 

today, are all one church... 
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19. Lesson 1—Christ's church is one, regardless of the attempts of her enemies—I think we often overlook 

this fact... 

20. People always talk about how divided the church is, but there is an important sense in which she is very 

united... 

21. Early in church history, in the enlarged Nicene Creed (381), the church confessed four attributes of the 

church... 

22. It says—"We believe in one holy catholic (universal) and apostolic church"—the church is one, holy, 

universal, and build upon the inspired writings of the apostles... 

23. Song 6:9—"My dove, My undefiled is but one"—here Christ affirms two of these attributes—she is holy 

and one...   

24. Lesson 2—There is no room for social or racial prejudice in Christ's church—Christ has one mixed bride, 

made of every nations... 

25. Isa.56:7—"Even them I will bring to My holy mountain, And make them joyful in My house of prayer. 

Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on My altar; For My house shall be called a 

house of prayer for all nations..." 
 

II.  It is Spiritual  
 

1. V21—"That they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us" 

v23—"I in them, and You in Me..." 

2. Now, before we begin to consider these verses, let me first all make an admission—these are very 

mysterious words (and thus they are rather difficult to explain)... 

3. Perhaps the best way to understand these verses, is to suggest that within them, there are three specific 

unions... 

4. [1] The union of the Father and Son, v21—"That they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in 

You..." 

5. In what way is the Father in the Son and the Son in the Father—well, this will necessitate a brief review of 

the Trinity... 

6. Traditional and historic Christianity maintains, that God is a single being, who exists as Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit... 

7. These three, the Father, Son, and Spirit, share the same essence—the Father is God, the Son is God, the 

Spirit is God—and yet, there are not three Gods... 

8. Now, without doubt, the most difficult thing to explain is the relation that exists between the three persons 

and single essence... 

9. And for our purposes this morning, simply remember this—there is only one essence, and three distinct 

persons... 

10. Thus, the Father is in the Son, and the Son is in the Father, because, both the Father and Son share the 

same essence... 

11. As a result, the union that exists between the Father and Son is an eternal and essential union of the same 

essence... 

12. [2] The union of Christ and the church, v23—"I in them, and You in Me"—how is Christ in us, but by His 

Spirit... 

13. [3] The union of the individual members—the individual members of the universal church are one, v21—

"that they all may be one..."    

14. Thus, at this point I want to ask this question—What do these three unions have in common (the union 

between the Father and Son, Christ and the church, and the individual members)... 

15. Well I suggest, among other things, these three unions are SPIRITUAL—all three of them are spiritual 

unions... 

16. The Father and Son are one spiritually, Christ is in His church spiritually, and individual members are one 

spiritually... 

17. Perhaps I can put it this way—Christ is in His people by the Spirit, and Christians are one because of His 

Spirit... 

18. The same Spirit that is in Christ, is in every believer—it is the Spirit that unites us to Christ and to each 

other... 
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19. Now, it's in light of that fact, that I want to examine v22, which I suggest collaborates this is a spiritual 

unity...  

20. V22—"And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one"—

this is a debated text... 

21. Here is the fundamental question—What glory did the Father give the Son which He then gave to the 

church... 

22. V22—"And the glory which You gave Me I have given them"—I suggest He refers to the person and work 

of the Spirit... 

23. The Father gave the Spirit to Christ without measure, or in such a way so as to perfectly fill His human 

nature... 

24. And then Christ gives us His Spirit, when we are savingly united to Him by faith—"that they may be one 

just as We are one..." 

25. In other words, the glory first given to Christ and then His people, is the cause of their union to each 

other... 

26. Thus, just as the Father gave the Spirit to Christ, Christ gives the Spirit to His people, making them one 

body... 

27. As a result I suggest, that by "glory" is meant the Holy Spirit, and His common ministry within each 

Christian... 

28. J.C. Ryle—"Nothing was so likely to make the disciples 'one' as the gift of the Holy Spirit"—Peter refers 

to the Spirit as—"the Spirit of glory" (1Pet.4:14)... 

29. Thus, the Holy Spirit (as the Spirit of glory), unites us because He unites us in grace, in the truth, and in 

purpose... 

30. [a] The Spirit unites us in grace—by this is meant—the Holy Spirit changes us into the moral image of 

Christ... 

31. Isa.11:2—"The Spirit of he LORD shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit 

of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD..." 

32. This is the glory the Father gave to Christ—the Spirit of God, who communicated to human nature of 

Christ all of these graces... 

33. Christ in turn communicates the same Spirit to all of His people, who changes us into His image, one 

degree of glory to the next... 

34. What the Father gave to Christ without measure, Christ gives to us in measure, that is, the grace of the 

Spirit... 

35. [b] The Spirit unites us in the truth—that is, He unites us in a common understanding and belief of the 

truth...  

36. True Christian unity is always in the truth—we all believe the same thing with reference to the major 

truths... 

37. Every Christian is united in the truth—they have come to Christ through the truth, and they are being 

sanctified by that truth... 

38. V20—"I do not pray for thee alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word"—we 

have all believe in Him through the word... 

39. [c] The Spirit unites us in purpose—just as Christ came to honor His Father not Himself, so we honor 

Christ not ourselves...  

40. Simply put—every true Christian lives for Christ—they have denied themselves, and now live for His 

glory and honor...  
 

III. It is Visual  
 

1. Here before I go any further, let me make a necessary distinction between POSITIONAL and 

PRACTICAL unity...   

2. By positional unity is meant that actual unity that every Christian has, as they are united to Christ the head 

of the church... 

3. Thus, Scripture likens the church to a single building, though made of many stones, built upon a single 

cornerstone... 



 4 

4. Understood in this sense, Christian unity is a certainty—the church is united—she makes a single building, 

city, body, and bride... 

5. Christ prays that His church is one, and she is one—nothing can divide her, or separate a single stone from 

the building...  

6. V23—"I in them, and You in Mel that they may be made perfect in one"—this refers to a present 

positional unity... 

7. The term "perfect" means "to be made complete or mature"—the church is perfect in one—complete in 

one... 

8. By practical unity is meant the open and visible expression of our positional unity—this is what the world 

sees... 

9. And so while the church has positional unity (and in that sense can never be more or less united), we must 

strive for a practical unity... 

10. Perhaps I can put it like this—because the church is one (positionally), she must strive to be united 

(practically)...  

11. Eph.4:3-6—"Endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Sprit, 

just as you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father 

of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all..." 

12. Notice v3, "endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace"—you can only keep what you 

have... 

13. Christians have unity, and thus they are to endeavor to keep it—that is, foster a practical unity in the bond 

of peace (which is the absence of strive and contention)... 

14. Thus, the unity prayed for by our Savior, is a positional unity, that leads to a practical unity that is seen or 

visible... 

15. John Murray—"The purpose stated in Jesus' prayer—'that the world may believe that you have sent Me'—

implies a manifestation observable by the world. Jesus prays for a visible unity that will bear witness to the 

world. The mysterious unity of believers with one another must come to visible expression so as to be 

instrumental in bringing conviction to the world..." 

16. Thus, our Savior speaks of this practical and tangible unity, as having a twofold impact or effect on the 

world... 

17. V21—"that the world may believe that You sent Me" v23—"that the world may know that You have sent 

Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me..." 

18. In other words, as the unbelieving world takes notice of our unity, under the blessing of God, they will 

believe two things... 

19. [1] They believe His gospel, v21—"that the world may believe that You sent Me"—this is the entire 

gospel in summary... 

20. To believe that the Father sent Christ into the world, implies an understanding of who Christ is, and why 

He came... 

21. Christ was sent by the Father into this world on a rescue mission—He came into this world as the GodMan 

Savior... 

22. Thus a practically unified church, bears testimony to the power of the gospel—who can unite sinners but 

God... 

23. Perhaps put another way—the gospel is a message of reconciliation, not only between God and man, but 

men... 

24. Let me put it this way—when men are reconciled together in one church, this is a picture of reconciliation 

with God... 

25. When sinners see men of differing background and nationalities reconciled together, it testifies of the 

power of the gospel... 

26. Nobody can truly reconcile sinners except God—nothing short of a powerful and radical change can 

produce this... 

27. It's only through the cross that racial and cultural barriers are torn down—only the power of the gospel can 

truly unite men... 

28. And so when the world beholds this unity, it will argue that there's more to them then a merely surface 

unity... 
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29. The church is not merely a gun club or a social gathering—it is a reflection of the unity that exists in the 

Godhead... 

30. Jn.13:35—"By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another—that is, the 

world will believe the Father sent the Son as a Savior of sinners... 

31. Now, obviously brethren, this presupposes things—it presupposes the power of the Spirit in and through 

the word... 

32. But the point is—one way the Spirit uses the word to convict sinners, is with Christian unity as a 

backdrop...  

33. [2] They know His love, v23—"that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as 

You have loved Me..."   

34. By "them" is mean "the world"—"that the world may know that You...have loved them as You have loved 

Me..." 

35. In other words, when sinners see how we love each other, this will not only testify of God's power but His 

love... 

36. And, not merely His love for His people (His church), but also His love for the world (that is, lost and 

foolish sinners)... 

37. You know, brethren, there are many ways to describe a Christian—A Christian has been born again by the 

Spirit... 

38. A Christian is a disciple—A Christian is no longer of this world—A Christian is a citizen of God's 

kingdom... 

39. And yet, here we learn, that a Christian is also someone who has come to believe and know God's love for 

them...   

40. They have come to know the Father loves them "as He loves Christ"—or, put another way—He loves 

them in Christ... 

41. You know there are many ways of looking at the gospel—their are many different ways of preaching the 

gospel... 

42. But one of my favorite ways of looking at it and presenting it, is as a message of God's love in Jesus 

Christ... 

43. Lesson 1—A practically unified church preaches the gospel—that is, is active in sharing the gospel with 

others... 

44. You know, it's a very beautiful thing to reflect upon our Savior's use of the term "world" within this 

prayer... 

45. Christ saves us from the world, to send us back into the world, that the world may believe the gospel and 

know His love.... 

46. My dear Christian friends, we have been saved from this world, to be sent back into it, to show and tell the 

truth... 

47. A disorganized and contentious army, will hardly have any success against their enemy—a house divided 

cannot stand... 

48. I once saw a video of a woman with a rare disease, that causes her arms and legs to all operate independent 

from each other... 

49. As a result she basically wasn't able to walk—because eventually what would happen was, she would fall 

down... 

50. Well, this is similar to the church, which is the body of Christ—we must be in unity if we are to go 

anywhere...    

51. Lesson 2—A practically unified church displays the gospel—that is, they display the power of the gospel 

in their lives...  

52. When Christian live in harmony with each other, it illustrates the harmony and love that exists in the 

Godhead... 

53. When Christians live in love and peace with each other, it displays to the world, the love and peace of 

God... 

54. And thus, with the blessing of God, will be a means of opening the eyes or poor sinners, that they too will 

come to know God's love in Christ...  


