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Sermon Text: John 12:36b-50 
  

The main interpretive question: What is the message for John’s audience? 
John’s purpose throughout the gospel: is to challenge his readers/hearers to believe in Jesus as the 
Jewish Messiah, True God and true man, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Some of his audience would object to this and say, “If Jesus was really the Messiah, the Jewish 
teachers and leaders would have recognized him.”  
  

1. The unbelief and rejection of Christ on the part of many of the Jewish leaders was predicted 
by the prophet Isaiah. (vs 36b-38) 
 
  

2. The unbelief and rejection of Christ by many of the Jewish leaders was ordained by God as 
part of his greater plan for the salvation of the nations.  
Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said, “He has blinded their eyes and hardened 
their heart, lest they see with their eyes, and understand with their heart, and turn, and I would 
heal them.” 
  

3. There is a price to pay for not confessing Christ.  (vs 42-43) 
The price of having a split soul. 
Matthew 10:32-33  
James 1:5-8; 4:8-10  
  

4. You cannot separate faith in God the Father from faith in Jesus Christ.(vs 44-50) 
  

The Athanasian Creed opening: 
“Whosoever will be saved, before all things it is necessary that he hold the catholic faith. Which 
faith except every one do keep whole and undefiled; without doubt he shall perish everlastingly. 
And the catholic faith is this: That we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity; Neither 
confounding the Persons; nor dividing the Essence. For there is one Person of the Father; another 
of the Son; and another of the Holy Ghost. But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost, is all one; the Glory equal, the Majesty coeternal.” 
 
Oration 38 of Gregory Nazianzen (329-390) 
“When I say God; I mean Father, Son and Holy Spirit” 
  

WHAT A PRIVELEGE TO CONFESS OUR GOD AND SAVIOR 

 


