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Background: 
 

John 1:35-42  35  Again the next day after John stood, and two of his disciples;  36  And 
looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God!  37 And the two 
disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.  38  Then Jesus turned, and saw them 
following, and saith unto them, What seek ye? They said unto him, Rabbi, (which is to say, being 
interpreted, Master,) where dwellest thou?  39  He saith unto them, Come and see. They came and 
saw where he dwelt, and abode with him that day: for it was about the tenth hour.  40  One of 
the two which heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's 
brother.  41  He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the 
Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ.  42  And he brought him to Jesus. And 
when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be 
called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone. 

 
John, Andrew, and Simon Peter (Cephas) first meet Jesus after John the Baptist identifies him 
as the Lamb of God. 
 

Luke 4:38-39  38 And he arose out of the synagogue, and entered into Simon's house. And 
Simon's wife's mother was taken with a great fever; and they besought him for her.  39  
And he stood over her, and rebuked the fever; and it left her: and immediately she arose 
and ministered unto them. 

 
Jesus comes into Simon Peter’s house and heals his mother-in-law. 
 

Luke 5:1-10a 1 And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to hear the word of 
God, he stood by the lake of Gennesaret,  2  And saw two ships standing by the lake: but the 
fishermen were gone out of them, and were washing their nets.  3  And he entered into one of 
the ships, which was Simon's, and prayed him that he would thrust out a little from 
the land. And he sat down, and taught the people out of the ship.  4  Now when he had left 
speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a 
draught.  5  And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have 
taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net.  6  And when they had this 
done, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake.  7  And they 
beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other ship, that they should come and help them. 
And they came, and filled both the ships, so that they began to sink.  8  When Simon 
Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O 
Lord.  9  For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which 
they had taken:  10  And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were 
partners with Simon. 

 
Jesus preaches the gospel message from Simon Peter’s boat, then performs a miracle with the 
catch of fish. Simon Peter is convicted of his sin before Jesus’ power. 
 
Mark 1:16-20 (Parallel Matthew 4:18-22) 16  Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he 
saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers.  17  And 
Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers of men.  18  
And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him.  19  And when he had gone a 
little further thence, he saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also 
were in the ship mending their nets.  20  And straightway he called them: and they left their 
father Zebedee in the ship with the hired servants, and went after him. 
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The formation of the apostles begins with John and Andrew, then Simon Peter, and then James. 
All four of these men are fishermen and all four of them have already come into contact with 
Jesus through John the Baptist, at Simon Peter’s house, in the boat with the catch of fish, and 
finally by the seaside. 
 
17a  And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me,  
 
Why? Why would Jesus call these fishermen? He had learned Jewish leaders: scribes, Pharisees, 
Sadducees, and others who the people knew and respected, some of whom were already 
following him. Why choose men of such lowly estate to follow him? 
 

1 Corinthians 1:19-29  19  For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will 
bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.  20  Where is the wise? where is the scribe? 
where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?  21  For 
after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.  22  For the Jews require a sign, and 
the Greeks seek after wisdom:  23  But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a 
stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness;  24  But unto them which are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.  25  Because the 
foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men.  26  For ye 
see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble, are called:  27  But God hath chosen the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to 
confound the things which are mighty;  28  And base things of the world, and things 
which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to 
nought things that are:  29  That no flesh should glory in his presence. 

 
God would be most glorified through Jesus and his apostles if they had humble vocations, if they 
came from places such as Nazareth, if they had no beauty or comeliness of themselves. 
 

John 10:7-18  Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door 
of the sheep.  8  All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not 
hear them.  9  I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go 
in and out, and find pasture.  10  The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to 
destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly.  11  I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the 
sheep.  12  But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth 
the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the 
sheep.  13  The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep.  14  I am 
the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.  15  As the Father 
knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep.  16  And other 
sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and 
there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.  17  Therefore doth my Father love me, because I 
lay down my life, that I might take it again.  18  No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of 
myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I 
received of my Father. 

 
Jesus called the apostles here because: 1. They are of his sheepfold. 2. They hear his voice. 
 

John 10:26  But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. 
 
Had Jesus called the scribes, or Pharisees, or Sadducees, many of them still would and could not 
hear his voice because they are not of his sheep. 
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17b  And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers 
of men.   
 

Luke 5:10b  And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch 
men.   

 
Jesus reveals unt0 Simon Peter and the other three that they are about to be changed from 
fishermen to men fishers. The apostles’ vocation was to be ambassadors, heralds, and 
messengers for Jesus. Over the next 3 years, they would spend almost all of their time at Jesus’ 
feet, learning from him through his teachings and his actions. 
 
18-20 18  And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him.  19  And when he had 
gone a little further thence, he saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who 
also were in the ship mending their nets.  20  And straightway he called them: and they left 
their father Zebedee in the ship with the hired servants, and went after him. 
 

Luke 5:11  And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed 
him. 

 
Jesus calls to the fishermen, tells them that they will become fishers of men, and their response 
is immediate (straightway): they forsook their nets, their father, their servants, and all that they 
had known. Their actions are the signs of a true calling. Abram (Abraham) left his home 
country, Moses left Egypt, Elisha left his plow and oxen. All left their familiar world behind them 
for the cause of God and Jesus Christ. All obeyed the command to follow because they heard and 
understood the voice of the one speaking unto them. All of them did so because they were saved 
first and were given the ability to respond. 
 

Ephesians 2:8-10  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God:  9  Not of works, lest any man should boast.  10  For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them. 
 

All of God’s children are given a calling. It is not just the prophets, apostles, evangelists, pastors, 
and teachers. “We” is a comprehensive term used by Paul. We are made to do good works which 
God has planned for us to do. Each of us does these in the context of our vocation. 

 
1 Corinthians 7:17-24  But as God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath 
called every one, so let him walk. And so ordain I in all churches.  18  Is any man called being 
circumcised? let him not become uncircumcised. Is any called in uncircumcision? let him not be 
circumcised.  19  Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of 
the commandments of God.  20  Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he 
was called.  21  Art thou called being a servant? care not for it: but if thou mayest be made free, 
use it rather.  22  For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord's freeman: likewise 
also he that is called, being free, is Christ's servant.  23  Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the 
servants of men.  24  Brethren, let every man, wherein he is called, therein abide with 
God. 
 
2 Timothy 1:8b-10  8b …but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according 
to the power of God;  9  Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not 
according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in 
Christ Jesus before the world began,  10  But is now made manifest by the appearing of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel:  
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God’s calling is always toward holiness (our sanctification) and is always for his purpose and 
grace. Our worldly vocations may not change. We are not all called to preach or teach or lead 
worship. The apostles are one example where their vocation did change because God purposed it 
to be so. 
 

Mark 10:28-31  Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed 
thee.  29  And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left 
house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, 
and the gospel's,  30  But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and 
brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the 
world to come eternal life.  31  But many that are first shall be last; and the last first. 
 

The apostles left everything they had known Jesus’ and the gospel’s sake. Their reward was not 
worldly wealth and influence, but rather spiritual houses, families, and lands, but with 
persecutions (even to death and martyrdom) while in their vocation. The reward though was 
great: eternal life with Jesus Christ. Peter knew this as he wrote his last epistle: 

 
2 Peter 1:10-11  Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and 
election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:  11  For so an entrance shall be 
ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 
 


