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Mark 1:14-15 14 Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom of God, 15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.  
 
14a Now after that John was put in prison, 
 

John 3:22-24  After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judaea; and 
there he tarried with them, and baptized.  23  And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to 
Salim, because there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized.  24  For John 
was not yet cast into prison. 

 
Events transpired between when Jesus returned from his fasting and his temptation in the 
wilderness and when John was cast into prison. The gospel of Mark does not describe those 
events but the gospel of John does. Mark skips over them to  the time of John’s imprisonment 
by Herod. 
 

Matthew 14:3-5 3  For Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him, and put him in prison 
for Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's wife.  4  For John said unto him, It is not lawful for 
thee to have her.  5  And when he would have put him to death, he feared the multitude, 
because they counted him as a prophet.   

 
Mark 6:17-20 17  For Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold upon John, and bound him 
in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's wife: for he had married her.  18  
For John had said unto Herod, It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife.  19  Therefore 
Herodias had a quarrel against him, and would have killed him; but she could not:  20  For 
Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just man and an holy, and observed him; 
and when he heard him, he did many things, and heard him gladly. 

 
Luke 3:19-20  19  But Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by him for Herodias his 
brother Philip's wife, and for all the evils which Herod had done,  20  Added yet this 
above all, that he shut up John in prison. 

 
14b Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, 
 

Mark 1:9a  And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, 

 
Jesus returned from the wilderness toward the area of his home. 

 
14c Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of 
the kingdom of God, 15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is 
at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. 
 
Gospel: euaggelion (yoo-ang-ghel'-ee-on) a good message, that is, the gospel; root word is 
euaggelizō (yoo-ang-ghel-id'-zo) to announce good news (“evangelize”) especially the gospel: 
declare, bring (declare, show) glad (good) tidings, preach (the gospel). 
 
Jesus was a gospel preacher. In a sense this seems strange to us because he was proclaiming the 
good news of salvation from sin that was to come through his death (and burial and 
resurrection). But we must recall that Jesus is God and to his eternal mind the salvation of his 
people had been determined and fulfilled already. 
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15a And saying, The time is fulfilled, 
 
The time of the earthly kingdom of Israel (and Judah) was over.  
 

Genesis 49:10  The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between 
his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be. 
 

The time of the Messiah had come. 
 
Daniel 9:24-26  Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to 
finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and 
prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.  25  Know therefore and understand, that from the 
going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the 
Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and 
the wall, even in troublous times.  26  And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut 
off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and 
the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations 
are determined. 
 

The Messiah was God’s son in the flesh, Jesus Christ. 
 
Galatians 4:4  But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, 
made of a woman, made under the law, 

 
Jesus Christ would fulfill all things up until and following his death. 

 
Acts 3:18  But those things, which God before had shewed by the mouth of all his 
prophets, that Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled. 

 
15b And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: 
 
Not an earthly kingdom as many of the Jews supposed it would be. A heavenly kingdom 
established by God for eternity. Ushered in by John the Baptist and put reigned over by Jesus 
Christ. 
 

Daniel 2:44  And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which 
shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall 
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. 

 
A kingdom that is to be sought first before earthly comforts. 
 

Luke 12:31  But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added 
unto you. 
 

A kingdom that is received without presumption. 
 
Luke 18:16-17  But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Suffer little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.  17  Verily I say unto you, 
Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child shall in no wise 
enter therein. 
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A kingdom where earthly wealth has no influence. 
 

Luke 18:24-25  And when Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful, he said, How hardly shall 
they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!  25  For it is easier for a camel to go 
through a needle's eye, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 

 
A kingdom where love of the king and love of his subjects are signs of citizenship. 
 

Mark 12:28-34  And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and 
perceiving that he had answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of all?  
29  And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our 
God is one Lord:  30  And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first 
commandment.  31  And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these.  32  And the scribe said unto him, 
Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and there is none other but he:  33  
And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the 
soul, and with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all 
whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.  34  And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, 
he said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. And no man after that durst 
ask him any question. 

 
A kingdom that its citizens are born into. 
 

John 3:3-5  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.  4  Nicodemus saith unto him, How can 
a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?  
5  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 

 
15c And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, 
 
It is likely that Jesus had preached prior to this time if we understand the biblical record 
correctly, but this is the first time where he began to preach about these subjects: the fulfillment 
of prophecy, the kingdom of God, repentance, and belief. This may be because John the Baptist’s 
imprisonment signaled the transition from John’s ministry to Jesus’ ministry. In any case, the 
first action Jesus requires of those who would listen to and follow him is repentance. 
Repentance is a turning away from or a changing of one’s mind about something. Jesus 
preached repentance from the doctrines of works to the doctrines of grace (in the gospel). 
 

Matthew 4:17  From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand. 

 
Matthew 9:10-13  And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many 
publicans and sinners came and sat down with him and his disciples.  11  And when the Pharisees 
saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners?  12  But 
when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole need not a physician, but they that 
are sick.  13  But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

 
Luke 15:7  I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that 
repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance. 

 
  



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
09/17/2017 
Mark 1:14-15 

4 

 

Repentance was preached by Jesus while he was here during his earthly ministry and it is to be 
preached by every preacher of the gospel until Jesus returns. 

 
Luke 24:45-47  Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the 
scriptures,  46  And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and 
to rise from the dead the third day:  47  And that repentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

 
2 Peter 3:9  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is 
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance. 

 
15d And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and 
believe the gospel. 
 
Repentance is the preparatory step and the child of God will follow on to it with belief. It is not 
enough to repent from sin and selfish doctrines, for there is nothing sustainable in repentance. 
Belief (faith) is the sign, followed by good works, that an individual is a child of God. 
 

Ephesians 2:8-10  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God:  9  Not of works, lest any man should boast.  10  For we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that 
we should walk in them. 

 
True belief comes from God-given faith and while some may profess belief in Jesus Christ due to 
various circumstances or conditions, only the children of God (citizens of his kingdom) will live 
out their faith daily. 
 

2 Thessalonians 3:2b  …for all men have not faith. 
 
Faith in the gospel (in Jesus Christ) gives the child of God the ability to overcome worldliness. 
 

1 John 5:4  For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith. 
 

Summary: 
1. Jesus preached his fulfillment of prophecy, the ushering in of the  kingdom of God, the need for 

repentance, and the commandment to believe the gospel message. 
2. The gospel is the good news that Jesus fulfilled prophecy and brought in the kingdom of God 

through his life, death, burial, resurrection, and ascension into heaven. He reigns victorious over 
the kingdom today. 

3. The kingdom of God can be identified by its citizens’ actions toward God, their neighbors, and one 
another. 

4. Repentance from self and sin is the first step and indicative of God’s work in an individual. 
5. Repentance by itself has no merit. 
6. Belief is a product of God’s gift of faith. 
7. Faith is the sustaining gift of God which enables all good works to be done for God’s glory alone. 


