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Scripture Reading:    Genesis 37:  

“[These were the chiefs of Edom, according to their dwelling places in the land of their possession. Esau 

was the father of the Edomites. Gen 36:43] 

37:1  Now Jacob dwelt in the land where his father was a stranger, in the land of Canaan.  

2 This is the history of Jacob.  Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brothers. 

And the lad was with the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a 

bad report of them to his father.  3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was 

the son of his old age. Also he made him a tunic of many colors. 4 But when his brothers saw that their 

father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peaceably to him.  

5 Now Joseph had a dream, and he told it to his brothers; and they hated him even more.  6 So he said to 

them, “Please hear this dream which I have dreamed: 7 There we were, binding sheaves in the field. Then 

behold, my sheaf arose and also stood upright; and indeed your sheaves stood all around and bowed 

down to my sheaf.” 8 And his brothers said to him, “Shall you indeed reign over us? Or shall you indeed 

have dominion over us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words. 9 Then he 

dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and said, “Look, I have dreamed another dream. 

And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed down to me.” 10 So he told it to his father 

and his brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream that you have 

dreamed? Shall your mother and I and your brothers indeed come to bow down to the earth before 

you?” 11 And his brothers envied him, but his father kept the matter in mind.” 

"Jacob’s Favorite Son” 
As promised, this morning we begin to consider the life of Joseph and the role that he played in God’s 

story of redemption here in the Book of Genesis.  Joseph has been a popular Sunday school figure down 

through the years and as we saw two weeks ago, he drew a good deal of attention in the famous sermon 

given by Stephen just before he was stoned by the religious leaders of his day. 

Joseph was a favorite of the early Church Fathers who saw many insights in the life of Joseph that we 

will draw from in the coming weeks.  For example, this morning we should surely see a parallel with the 

account of Stephen and those religious leaders who hated him:  Here in Genesis, Joseph sees amazing 

things in his dreams, as Stephen did staring into heaven & Stephen is hated just as Joseph is by his 

brothers who sell him into slavery as we shall see next week. 

BUT, with all that proper attention, there is an vital lesson for us to learn here as well: It is important 

that we always remember that God is telling His story and we must pay close attention to how He tells it! 

[exegesis v. eisegeses] 

 Again, we saw this two weeks ago where the Pharisees and even the disciples of Jesus had not read 

the Old Testament properly, missing the fact that it was ALL about Jesus! 

 So we must not miss the subtle but important point in verse 2… 

Now it may have surprised you that I picked up just a bit from chapter 36 at the beginning of our text. 

I did this for two reasons: 

1]  It was a reminder that you had some homework!  Who read that 36th chapter?  I did not read it this 

morning because I would have butchered far too many names! 

2]  Also, while it appears to be just a long chapter giving names we will never hear about again, it does 

make some important points. 

It began with “Now this is the genealogy of Esau,” 
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This stands in contrast to what we are about to read in verse two and is similar to how the histories of 

Isaac and Ismael were handled.  There Isaac was the Son of Promise, but God had made promises to 

Ismael and his mother as well and so we were given a brief account of Ismael’s history so we know that 

God keeps His promise.  Now we see the same with Esau before the major theme of the story continues:  

God promised Esau that Kings and nations would come from him and we are given all the details in 
chapter 36 with long listings of sons and chiefs and kings and it concluded with:  “These were the chiefs of Edom, 

according to their dwelling places in the land of their possession. Esau was the father of the Edomites. Gen 36:43 

Chapter 36 also makes it clear at the beginning and again at the end that Esau had left the land of 

Canaan and so we can read in chapter 37:1  “Now Jacob dwelt in the land where his father was a 

stranger, in the land of Canaan.” 

Just as with Isaac, Jacob is the Son of Promise and now it is he alone who dwells in the Land of Promise, 

though just as with his Father and Grandfather before him, he possessed it by faith, never owning any 

portion of it!  The writer of Hebrews reminds us:  Hebrews 11:  “13 These all died in faith, not having 

received the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed 

that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.” 

 And this brings us to the critical point given in verse two that we must keep in mind as we journey 

through the rest of the Book of Beginnings:  2 “This is the history of Jacob.”   

Or as we saw at the beginning of chapter 36 with Esau, “These are the genealogies of Jacob” [KJV] 

The minor characters of Ismael and Esau are noted and set aside while reminding us that God pays 

attention to ALL of history… 

 But the focus is then given to the major characters of Isaac & Jacob. 

So even though Joseph will be a dominant character in these final chapters we must remember that God 

is telling His story and that Jacob remains at the center of what is being revealed, and will be with us all 

the way through chapter 50!  Matthew writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit will remind us of 

this as he opens his Gospel account and the New Testament with these words: 

Matthew 1:1 “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham…” 

 As important as Abraham and David were to God’s story of redemption, we must always 

remember that the center of that story is Jesus! 

In the coming months we will see Joseph mightily used of God, but the center of the story is still the 

history of Jacob because He is the Son of Promise whom God had determined to use to bring forth His 

own Son Jesus!  This will help us to understand the strange and challenging chapter about Judah that we 

will study in a few weeks. 

 With that important point in mind we turn to the story of Joseph and it begins with a solid 

challenge to our young people of today! 

2b “Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brothers.” 

Depending on how the Hebrew is understood and translated, Joseph is either one of the shepherds 

working the fields or actually the director or manager of all the shepherds. In either case it stands in 

stark contrast with what the world likes to call the “adolescence” of our day. 

 Joseph at 17 has taken on adult responsibilities and when we remember his youth and where he 

will shortly be in Egypt it should be a bit embarrassing for our age. 

While no one wants to return to any era of hard labor or tough economic times, we do need to be careful 

that our young people are not spoiled! 
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My parents were both working full-time at age of 13 because the families needed the support, but today a 

youth of 17 is not expected to even contribute something to their family’s support…  In most cases it is 

only a question of how much of the family’s wealth will be expended on their education! 

I certainly would not advocate sending our 13 year-olds out into the work place full time like my folks 

had to do, BUT if we have not begun at that age, or much earlier, to teach them about responsibility and 

how the world works, like no free lunches, then we are likely dooming them to be like the sad millennials 

that people make fun of today. 

The worldly thinking of today has produced far too many sons and daughters who are still living at home 

when they turn thirty wondering if they will ever land a real job to pay off all those student loans they 

amassed.  Biblical thinking should produce sons and daughters who as they turn thirty are already 

raising a family of their own and run their own businesses or have moved into management in the field 

they have chosen to work in!  Is that a very broad generalization? 

 Of course it is, but it is a contrast that we should be helping our young people to see so they can 

choose the better path!  

In the next portion of our text we see the sad history of family conflict in the life of Jacob continuing as 

we see the other sons of Jacob hating Joseph: First we have Joseph bringing bad reports about his older 

brothers back to dad and then we are told that Dad favored Joseph  [perhaps something he learned from 

his Dad’s treatment of Esau?] 

3 “Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age. Also he 

made him a tunic of many colors.” 

The coat of many colors has always been a memorable part of this account, especially in the Sunday 

School materials:  But just like the childish pictures of the Ark as a tug boat, I think we often get it very 

wrong:  The image given by the Hebrew here is of a type of royal coat which of course leads to jealousy 

and hatred from his brothers.  

4 “But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and 

could not speak peaceably to him.” 

 So we don’t miss the point we are told again in verses 5 and 8 that they hated him even more. 

Then we come to the first of three sets of dreams that we will find in the life of Joseph.   Joseph has two 

dreams here, Joseph interprets two dreams in prison and Pharaoh will also dream two dreams. 

We will deal with how God uses dreams in more detail as we come to those others, but here we have two 

pretty simple dreams, with straight forward interpretations, that no one disputes and as God will do 

again with Pharaoh, there are two dreams to underline their truth and importance. 

Of course this did NOT sit well with his brothers and for a time even with his own father:  5 “Now Joseph 

had a dream, and he told it to his brothers; and they hated him even more.” 

 Even before they heard the dream, these brothers hated Joseph for even being the one who 

received the dream.  

6 “So he said to them, “Please hear this dream which I have dreamed:  7 There we were, binding sheaves 

in the field. Then behold, my sheaf arose and also stood upright; and indeed your sheaves stood all 

around and bowed down to my sheaf.” 

With “my” sheave contrasted with “your” sheaves there could be no question what the dream meant: 

8 “And his brothers said to him, “Shall you indeed reign over us? Or shall you indeed have dominion 

over us?”  So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words.” 
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 These brothers now have a three-fold hatred for their younger brother and Lord willing we will 

see that play out next week and how God uses it as the full story is revealed in the coming months. 

Then God gives him a second dream to confirm the truth of what is being revealed and it causes even 

more trouble…  However, I think it is important for us to remember that with all that Joseph will face in 

the coming years; being sold into slavery and then being betrayed not once but twice in Egypt, these 

dreams would have been a solace to him in those times of trouble.   

We too will face our times of trials and troubles:  Life will take turns that we simply cannot understand, 

like Joseph being sold into slavery!  And even when we think things are going better they can take a turn 

for the worse with no fault on our part, like the false accusations that Joseph faced! 

 And of course others will let us down like the cup bearer did in forgetting Joseph in the jail. 

And while I am sure Joseph had many lonely moments where he wondered how it could possibly all work 

together for good, he could remember the dreams God revealed to him and know in the end he would be 

serving and helping his family:  Because that is what Christian leadership looks like! 

Now as I said the second dream gets him into even more trouble, but it is a double confirmation for 

Joseph AND it gives us some great insights into God’s glorious story of redemption: 

9 “Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and said, “Look, I have dreamed 

another dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed down to me.” 10 So he told 

it to his father and his brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream that 

you have dreamed? Shall your mother and I and your brothers indeed come to bow down to the earth 

before you?” 

So now even his father wonders if Joseph has lost his mind…  But as Daniel told the King after 

interpreting his dreams in Daniel chapter two, “The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure.”  

 And of course, as those early church fathers rightly taught us, how can we miss Jesus in all of this? 

We are to see Jacob as the son of promise, the faithful in Israel who would bring forth the Savior Jesus! 

Of course here Joseph is seen as the picture of Jesus who will be the true King of Kings and Lord of 

Lords, and the brothers as those, both Jew and Gentile who actually crucify the Lord of Glory and later 

repent and ‘kiss the Son’ bending the knee to Him! 

 The dreams together remind us of the truth and power of the Great Commission! 

The first dream is in a field on the earth and now the second dream takes place in the heavens.   

 In both cases all bow to Joseph just as all will bow to Jesus because He has been given ‘all 

authority in heaven and on earth!’ 

So just as Joseph could get through his tough times, just as Joseph knew that he had a great calling to 

fulfil when he became a leader in Egypt… 

 So we can carry on our lives knowing that we serve Jesus in the Power of the Holy Spirit Who will 

carry out all of God’s plans until the end of history! 

And finally the last verse we will consider this morning is verse 11:  “And his brothers envied him, but his 

father kept the matter in mind.” 

This should remind us of something we see in the early portions of the Gospel accounts and clearly brings 

us right back where we began with the genealogies. 

God is going to move His story forward and these dreams have given a picture of what is to come just as 

the angel Gabriel came to Zacharias and Mary to explain the coming of Jesus:   
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They received this news by faith & with great joy while Herod and the religious leaders of the day felt 

threatened by the Good News just as Joseph’s brothers were in our text. 

 Even Joseph’s father was taken aback, much like Zacharias who doubted & was struck dumb at first… 

But in the end he too was faithful like his wife & along with Mary who saw the strange sight of Shepherds 

appearing with great news about a chorus of angels; or faithful Simeon declaring that Jesus was going to 

bring salvation not only to the Nation of Israel but to the Gentiles as well… 

Jacob kept the matter in mind just as we see Mary doing in those accounts:  

At the stable we read, “But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart.” Luke 2:19 

And at the temple we read, “And Joseph and His mother marveled at those things which were spoken of 

Him.”  Luke 2: 33  

 And thus as we continue on with the life of Joseph we are to remember that this is the story or history of 

Jacob for two very important reasons: 

We know that Jacob’s son Joseph will be a great blessing to the nation of Egypt and thus it is the first 

example or foretaste of the very first promise that God made to Jacob’s grandfather Abraham when he 

first called on him to leave his family and come to the Land of Promise: 

Genesis 12: “I will make you a great nation;  I will bless you And make your name great; 

And you shall be a blessing.  3 I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; 

And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

And the second reason is that Jacob is  the Son of Promise whose descendants would lead to the coming 

of the Son of God:   

 Jesus our Lord and Savior! 

 Jesus who came to save His people from their sins! 

The Son of God who will now bring blessing to all the nations of the earth just as God promised and those 

Angels announced as they sang: “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, good will toward men.”  

 

 

Communion Meditation:   Daniel 2 

 

“31 “You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great image! This great image, whose splendor was 

excellent, stood before you; and its form was awesome. 32 This image’s head was of fine gold, its chest 

and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of 

clay. 34 You watched while a stone was cut out without hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron 

and clay, and broke them in pieces. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were 

crushed together, and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; the wind carried them away 

so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and 

filled the whole earth.” 


