
Lessons from Paul's Heart's Desire and Prayer to God
Romans 10:1-4

Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. For I bear them record 
that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God's righteous-
ness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the right-
eousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. 

 REVIEW

I. The Travail  (:1)

     A. Note the progression: first the heart desires; then prayer follows.

1. Example: “My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways.” (Prov. 23:26)

     B. Such desire is likened in places to the “travail” of childbirth.  

1. See, for example, Isa. 53:10-11 and Heb. 5:7.

2. Paul uses this expression repeatedly, such as to the Galatians, “My little children, of whom I 
    travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you.” (Gal. 4:19)  In both 1 and 2 Thess., Paul  
    calls to mind his “labor and travail night and day.”

3. The word communicates great agony and anticipation.

     C. Why might Paul have such a desire for Israel's salvation?

1. Temporal deliverance from reproofs of unbelief – Prov. 13:15

2. Eternal deliverance from the wrath of God – John 3:16, 36

3. The glory of God – Rev. 14:6-7

4. So should be our motivations today.

     D. How, if they are missing, can we have these motivations developed in us? 

1. Do not love the world – I John 2:15

2. Delight in the Lord – Ps. 37:4

3. Feed on His Word – Ps. 119:105

4. Pray – James 4:2

II. The Tribute  (:2)

     A. Note, first, that zeal for God is praiseworthy.

1. Definition: passionate eagerness and desire in the pursuit of something.

2. Jesus had it – John 2:14-17.  Zeal for God's house had “eaten” Him up. That is: absorbed  
   Him, engaged His entire attention and affection; surpassed all other feelings, so that it may be 
   said to be the one great absorbing affection and desire of the mind.



3. Great preachers have had it. The seal of John Calvin was a hand holding a burning heart. His  
    pledge: “I give thee all; I keep back nothing for myself!” 

4. Our charge: be not slothful but “fervent in spirit; serving the Lord.” (Rom. 12:11)

     B. But our zeal must be according to knowledge!

1. Knowledge without zeal can be cold, calculating, stiff, and formal. But zeal without   
    knowledge can be used of the devil just as much.

2. So was Paul used – Acts 22:3, 26:9-11, I Tim. 1:13.

3. So the Israelites of whom Paul now writes. They whipped, beat, stoned, and conspired to  
    murder one of the greatest messengers of the Gospel.

4. See what's happening in the streets now. Are these zealous rioters well informed?  See  
    the old ladies attending daily mass, the poor liberal souls trusting in their good works, 
    the dwellers in monasteries sleeping on boards ….

5. “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I  
      will also reject thee....” (Hos. 4:6)

6. See the importance implied in this text of regularly and accurately teaching the Word of God!

III. The Trouble  (:3)

     A. The issue is the way of salvation. 

     B. Let's examine the verse.

   1. “For they being ignorant of God's righteousness...” – compare Rom. 1:16-17.

     a. Ignorance of God's personal righteousness and of His requirement of it in us

     b. This ignorance is criminal. Paul's already established their full opportunity to know truth.

2. “...and going about to establish their own righteousness” – Eph. 2:8-9

3. “...have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.”

     a. See this theme of submission developed in Romans and on: Rom. 1:5, 2:8, 6:17, 16:26; 
        Gal. 3:1, 5:7; II Thess. 1:8; I Pet. 1:22, 3:1. The call is for OBEDIENCE to the Gospel.

     b. The trouble once enlightenment is offered and rejected can be called … impudence! 
         Rebellion! Refusal to bow the knee! 

IV. The Transfer  (:4)

     A. The “end”: that which completes or terminates a thing, such as, the end of life.

        1. The point: Christ contains within Himself all that the law demands for the justification of  
     people who embrace Him, whether Jew or Gentile. See Gal. 3:24.

2. See “Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.” (I Pet. 1:9)

     B. Have you made this transfer by faith of payment of debt from self to Christ?



DISCUSSION

1. Self-examination time. Complete this sentence for yourself : “My heart's desire and prayer to God is 
    for _____________________________________________________________________________ .

2. When have you had misguided zeal? 

3. Where do you see misguided zeal in our culture?

4. Discuss how to have God improve your heart's desires.

5. Explain in your own words what this means: Christ is the end of the law for righteousness.


