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LESSONS ON PREDESTINATION #28
“Satan’s Fall: The Occasion of It”

“You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in
him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father
of it.  But because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me.”  (John 8:44-45)

“By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come
in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in
the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was
coming, and is now already in the world.”  (I John 4:2-3)

“But when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says: ‘Let all the angels of God
worship Him.’ And of the angels He says: ‘Who makes His angels spirits and His ministers a
flame of fire.’  But to the Son He says: ‘Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; a scepter of
righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom.’”  (Hebrews 1:6-8)

INTRODUCTION: We have expanded our study of predestination, as to its focus on man’s redemption

through the person and work of Christ, to that of the broad sense which takes us into the eternal

purpose of God.  We will, God allowing, return to focus again on salvation in Christ. In so doing, we

looked at the election by God of the angels.

Then in the past three lessons we have examined:

One, “The Original State of Satan;” 

Two, “The Moral Nature of the Kingdom of Heaven;”

Three, “Satan’s Fall: His Theory of Greatness.”  

 

WE COME NOW TO THE OCCASION OF THE FALL.

A.  THE OCCASION OF THE FALL

1.  Question: We have learned from the preceding lessons there was a fall which occurred in

the angelic beings, and that it originated in inordinate pride, but just what was the occasion which

provoked Satan to rebel against God and the role which had been assigned to him by God?

2.  Method of procedure: Before I give what I believe is the answer, I wish to give you the

method in which I have used to arrive at the conclusions.  My method follows that of an analogy taken

from one of my favorite childhood pastimes, which was that of drawing in a “connect-the-dots”

drawing book.  On a given page, there would be a number of dots with each dot being assigned a

number starting with number one and up.  It was the goal to connect all of the dots in sequence by

drawing a line from one dot to the next dot with its assigned number.  Before you began, there was no

discernable image to the scene on the page.  But as the dots began to be connected, an image began

to appear.  Upon completing the assignment, a clear image made its appearance and a picture

emerges.

By taking all the references to angels in the Bible which I could find, I began to connect the Scripture

dots.  Some of these references were very clear and explicit.  Others were not so clear in and of

themselves, and were thus implicit.  A definition of words is appropriate.  First, Explicit means
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something fully and clearly expressed or demonstrated so as to leave nothing implied.  Second,

Implicit means something implied or suggested without directly stated, something not clearly

expressed.  

3.  Biblical data: There are both explicit and implicit statements found in the Bible in

reference to angels, as well as other subjects.  When these are accumulated and placed together, they

help to fill in the gaps which otherwise would not be seen.  While there are some Bible teachers who

refuse to accept anything but clear explicit Bible statements, I find they are usually inconsistent with

their principles.

4.  My conclusion or summary: I will first state my conclusion based upon the Biblical data

available and then go back and examine the evidence which leads to my conclusion.  

a.  The angels were created as a sinless, superior class of moral beings over that of

human beings.

b.  Since they were moral beings, like mankind, they were placed under a probationary

period of time to test their obedience to a covenant of law.

c.  They were to watch over and protect the race of mankind which God would create

from the dust of the ground.

d.  I conclude that the catalyst which provoked Satan to rebel and disobey the rule of

law which he was under, occurred when God revealed to the angels that at some time in the future, He

would exalt lowly mankind to a position above that of the angels.  

e.  This He would achieve through His eternal Son, the second person of the Trinity,

becoming incarnate and one with man, by embracing, not the nature of angels, but of man.  Cf.  Psalm

8; Hebrews 1:4-8, 14; 2:5-9.

f.  This would then require that the angels, who were created higher than man, to

humble themselves and become subservient to man,  especially that man, the God man, the

“Theanthropos.”   This would be the end design of God and His eternal purpose to elevate His Son in

the flesh to sit on the throne of the universe and govern all things under His footstool.    

g.  I submit that Satan, the firstborn of every creature, looked down upon the lowly

creature man, and could not bear to accept that man should one day be exalted to rule and reign over

him.

h.  Satan then set out to murder or destroy mankind and frustrate God from fulfilling

His end goal or eternal purpose.  If he could succeed, he could then demonstrate to the angels that

God is not capable of ruling the creation, and that he, Satan, would take God’s place as the Most High

being in the universe.
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B.  MY JOURNEY IN REACHING THIS CONCLUSION

1.  It has been well over twenty years ago, as I was bringing a series of lessons on the subject

of the angels, that I began to see something emerging which I had never noticed before.  Ever since I

started studying the Bible, many questions entered my mind concerning the fall of Satan and the

reason for his attack on man.  Why would he focus his energy on man and not the lower creatures of

God like the plants and the animals?  Why not destroy the sun, moon, stars, or the galaxies?

2.  In my studies, I was drawing conclusions which I could not find in the teachings of others. 

This troubled me in that it is generally understood that “there is nothing new under the sun.”  How

thrilled I was as I began to find others in church history who had reached many of the same

conclusions which I had also reached.  I will now give some of the views on the topic. 

C.  SEVERAL LEADING BIBLE TEACHERS WHO HAVE HELD TO THESE VIEWS

1.  Irenaeus: One of the early church fathers, born in the latter part of the first half of the

second century.  He knew Polycarp, who had known the Apostles, and had been appointed by them as

the Bishop of the church in Smyrna.  In his book, “On the Apostolic Preaching” Part One, Section 16

entitled, “The Transgression” he states:

This commandment the man did not keep, but disobeyed God, being misled by the

angel who, because of the many gifts of God, which He gave to the man, became

jealous and looked on him with envy, and so ruined himself and made man a sinner,

persuading him to disobey the commandment of God.  So the angel becoming, by

falsehood, the head and originator of sin, was himself struck, having offended God, and

caused the man to be cast out of the Paradise.  And because he apostatized from God

through his own disposition, he was called Satan in the Hebrew tongue, which is,

Apostate - the same one is also called the Devil.  

NOTE: He attributes Satan’s fall due to his envy of man because of the honor which God had bestowed

upon the man.

2.  Thomas Goodwin: Lived in the 1600's and was a noted Puritan in England.  He produced

a 12 volume set of his works and was a gifted minister.  In Volume Two of his works, he deals with the

sin of pride and says of the devil:

A lower degree of accursed pride fell into the heart of the devil himself, whose sin in

his first apostatizing from God, is conceived to be a stomaching that man should be

one day advanced unto the Hypostatic Union, and be one person with the Son of God,

whose proud angelical nature could not brook (support or approve of).  

NOTE: He was envious that the lower creature “man” would one day be elevated and joined with the

Son of God and become the God-man.

NOTE: The meaning of the term “Hypostatic Union:”  The Greek word “Hypostasis” means “essence” or

“substance.”  Thus the Hypostatic Union is a term used to express the union of a perfect human nature
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with the perfect Divine nature without mixing the two in the one person, Jesus Christ, the eternal Son

of God.  He is both God and man in one Divine Person.

3.  Jonathan Edwards: (1703-1758) considered by many as the greatest theologian and

philosopher America has ever produced.  He played a major role in The Great Awakening among the

early American colonies.

a.  The reason why God created the angels and their probation.  NOTE: Probation

means a testing or trial of a person’s character, conduct or qualifications.  In the following paragraph,

Edwards gives what he believes was the occasion of Satan’s fall along with the angels who fell with

him.  He says:   

We cannot but suppose that it was made known to the angels, at their first creation,

that they were to be ministering spirits to men, and to serve the Son of God in that

way, by ministering to them as those that were peculiarly beloved of Him, because this

was their proper business for which they were made; this was the end of their

creation.  It is not to be supposed, that seeing they were intelligent creatures, . . . that

God would make them, and not make known to them what they were made for, when

He entered into covenant with them, and established the conditions of their eternal

happiness, and especially when they were admiring spectators of the creation of this

beloved creature for whose good they were made, and this visible world that God

made for his habitation.  Seeing God made the angels for a special service, it is

reasonable to suppose that the faithfulness of the angels in that special service must

be the condition of their reward or wages; and if this was the great condition of their

reward, then we may infer that it was their violating this law, and refusing and failing

of this condition, which was that by which they fell.  Hence we may infer, that the

occasion of their fall was God’s revealing this their end and special service to them,

and their not complying with it.  This must be the occasion of their fall.  (Misc.

Observations: Angels, p. 911, section 930).

b.  Satan’s view of man and God’s plan for the human race.  Edwards proceeds to say

of Satan:

But when it was revealed to him, high and glorious as he was, that he must be a

ministering spirit to the race of mankind which he had seen newly created, which

appeared so feeble, mean, and despicable, so vastly inferior, not only to him, the

prince of the angels, and head of the created universe, but also to the inferior angels,

and that he must be subject to One of that race that should hereafter be born, he

could not bear it.  This occasioned his fall; and now he, with the other angels whom he

drew away with him, are fallen, and elect men are translated to supply their places,

and are exalted vastly higher in heaven than they.  And the man, Jesus Christ, the

Chief and Prince, and Captain of all elect men, is translated and set in the throne that

Lucifer, the chief and prince of the angels, left, to be the head of the angels in his

stead, the head of principality and power, that all the angels might do obeisance to

Him; for God said “Let all the angels of God worship Him;” and God made Him His
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first-born instead of Lucifer, higher than all those thrones, dominions, principalities,

and powers, and made Him, yea, made Him in his stead the firstborn of every

creature, or of the whole creation, and made Him also in his stead the bright and

morning star and head and prince of the universe; yea, gave this honor, dignity and

power unto Him, in an unspeakably higher and more glorious manner than ever He had

done to Lucifer, and appointed Him to conquer, subdue, and execute vengeance upon

that great rebel.  Lucifer aspired to be “like the Most High,” but God exalted one of

mankind, the race that he envied and from envy to whom he rebelled against God, to

be indeed like the Most High, to a personal union with the eternal Son of God, and

exalted Him in this union to proper divine honor and dignity, set Him at His own right

hand on His own throne, and committed to Him proper divine power and authority,

constituting Him as God man, the supreme, absolute, and universal Lord of the

universe, and Judge of every creature, the darling of the whole creation, the brightness

of God’s glory, and express image of His person; as in His divine nature, He is the

Natural Image of God.  God, in His providence, was pleased thus to show the

emptiness and vanity of the creature, by suffering the insufficiency of the highest and

most glorious of all creatures, the head and crown of the whole creation, to appear by

his sudden fall from his glorious height into the lowest depth of hatefulness, deformity,

and misery.  God’s design was first to show the creatures emptiness in itself and then

to fill it with himself in eternal unalterable fulness and glory. (Ibid. pp. 609, 610,

sections 5,6).

D.  THE JEWISH SIN COMPARED TO THE DEVIL’S SIN - John 8:44,45

1.  I now wish to show how Jesus compared the sin of the Jews with the sin Satan first

committed and what led him to commit that sin.  Both Goodwin and Edwards, along with several

others, are sympathetic with this view and have influenced my understanding of the text.  Rather than

quoting from them, I will phrase the position in my own words.

2.  The reigning sin of the unbelieving Jews was this: they would not receive the truth which

Christ had conveyed to them as He tells them in verse 45, “Because I tell the truth, you will not

believe me.”  

3.  This truth was not some general reference to truth, but is a distinct, special truth.  What

was this truth?  It was the Jewish rejection of Jesus’ claim to be the Son of God in human form!  Go

back in the setting to verse 25 where the Jews said to Him, “who are you?”  And Jesus said to them,

“Just what I have been saying to you from the beginning.”  That is, who had He been saying He

was from the beginning of His public ministry?  In verse 36 He gives His reply, “If the Son makes

you free, you shall be free indeed.”  He is saying, “I have told you from the beginning that I am

the Messiah, the Son of God.”  In John 10:30 Jesus clearly stated what He meant by using the term,

“Son of Man.”  There He says, “I and my Father are one.” 

a.  The Jews responded in verse 31, “Then the Jews took up stones again to
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stone Him.”  The Jews were enraged time after time as He made this claim.

b.  Jesus’ reply in verse 32, “Many good works I have shown you from my

Father, For which of those works do you stone me?”

c.  The Jews’ reply in verse 33, “For a good work we do not stone you, but for

blasphemy, and because You, being a man, make yourself God.”  I repeat again, the main sin of

the Jews was the rejection of Jesus’ claim that He was God incarnate in human form!

4.  The reigning sin of Satan was the same sin being repeated by the unbelieving Jews.  In

John 8:44, Jesus tells them that Satan, their father, called the Devil, likewise did not abide in this truth

and would not be subject to God when He (God) revealed this truth to him.  Nor would he accept or

embrace the truth that this man would rule over him and take away his throne.  He would thus

renounce the Kingdom of Heaven and would become a murderer, a hater of this man, Christ Jesus, a

hater of His Kingdom, and a hater of mankind.

a.  This is the reason why Satan attacked man in the Garden of Eden, and not some

other part of God’s creation.  He must destroy man before God can elevate man above the angels.

b.  Why am I persuaded this is the correct understanding of John 8:44?  Because the

sin of Satan had to be equal to the sin of the Jews in that he was the originator of the sin!  “He was a

murderer from the beginning and does not stand in the truth.”  He (Satan) then originated the

first lie by denying that God can become a man!  The Creator can become a creature!  Not so, he says,

and now he has set up a rival kingdom to that of Christ’s.  He is now antichrist. 

5.  In I John 4:2,3 John would help us identify God’s truth from Satan’s error or lie.  He says,

“By this you know the Spirit of God; Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come

in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in

the flesh is not of God.  And this is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard was

coming, and is now already in the world.”  

a.  This is the crucial test of what constitutes a Biblical Christian, that is, who is the

person named Jesus Christ?  Jesus Himself asked the Pharisees this question, “What do you think

about the Christ?  Whose Son is He?”  (Matthew 22:42).

b.  Any person who believes that He is someone other than the eternal Son of God in

human form is not a Christian, and is “antichrist, and still under the kingdom of darkness.  He is but

rejecting the truth of God in that he is repeating the lie of Satan, the first one to reject this truth, and

for which he was cast out of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
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