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KJV – Revelation 1:13-16 

 

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-3” 

Introduction: 
 
     Last week we closed with Revelation 1:12; And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And 
being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; John had not yet seen the glorious appearance of the 
LORD Jesus Christ. Up to verse 12 he had only seen the seven golden candlesticks. Like we 
discussed last week this would be better rendered as lampstands. Candlesticks burn with a wick 
and when used up they are of no use and they are discarded. However the NASB has translated 
these as lampstands, because a lamp stand burns with oil, and the oil is constantly being adding so 
there is no discarding of the instrument being used to give off light. The oil is a picture of the Holy 
Spirit within the Church and the believer which is the source of the light through Christ.   

     Seven is the number of completeness so these seven lampstands are representative of all the 
churches of this dispensation that belong in the body of Christ. 

Revelation 1:13 

13 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment 
down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 

     In the midst of the seven churches is the Son of man. This is the title that the LORD Jesus Christ 
most often used for Himself during His earthly ministry. It is used 81 times in the gospels. This is a 
picture taken from Daniel 7:13 and His garment worn is from the Greek word taken from the 
Septuagint that refers to the garment or the robe of the Old Testament High-Priest. The golden 
girdle or sash across His chest is the completeness of the picture of Christ serving in His High-
Priestly role for us. Because is our High-Priest, the sacrifice was accomplished and now He is 
making intercession.  

     Hebrews 2:17 states: Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that 
he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for 
the sins of the people. John is seeing the complete manifestation of the Glorified High Priest. John is 
seeing the fulfillment that he himself wrote about in the Gospel of John. When Jesus prayed as the 
out High Priest that great prayer of intercession in John chapter number 17.  

     John is an eye witness to the account that John 17:5 was answered: And now, O Father, glorify 
thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was. John saw the 
glorified High Priest in all His priestly attire. The royal priestly garment that covered Him down to 
the foot and the golden sash that went down his chest and the golden sash around His waist.  
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     Here is an Old Testament picture of this as seen from the book of Leviticus. 

Leviticus 16:1-4 

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they offered before the 
LORD, and died; 

2 And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the 
holy place within the vail before the mercy seat, which is upon the ark; that he die not: for I will appear 
in the cloud upon the mercy seat. 

3 Thus shall Aaron come into the holy place: with a young bullock for a sin offering, and a ram for a 
burnt offering. 

4 He shall put on the holy linen coat, and he shall have the linen breeches upon his flesh, and shall be 
girded with a linen girdle, and with the linen mitre shall he be attired: these are holy garments; 
therefore shall he wash his flesh in water, and so put them on. 

     Aaron would have to purify himself before He could put these garments on because they were 
holy garments as the LORD has said. Yet Christ was perfect, sinless and holy; without spot and 
without blemish. Christ is not wearing the rags that was striped from Him and discarded. The LORD 
of Glory is not wearing that seamless garment which the Roman soldiers cast lots for. But John sees 
Him in all His glory for who He really is, the Sovereign God Almighty. The Priest, Prophet and King 
and what John saw was all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, for it pleases the Father that in Him 
should all the fulness dwell. 

Revelation 1:14      

14 His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 

     His hair was white like wool; this is a metaphor. This does not mean that His hair was the flat 
color of white like we see, but a blazing, glowing white light showing His holiness as seen in Daniel’s 
vision of Daniel 7:9. This pictures His Holiness, like the glory cloud of His Shekinah Glory. His eyes 
were as a flame of fire, like two burning fires of power. The eyes of the exalted LORD Jesus look with 
penetrating gaze into the depths of His Church. He sees all, hears all and my friend He knows all.  

     Dr. John Phillips writes: “Fire burns and bores its way into the heart of the toughest timber and can 
even melt the strongest steel. His eyes are as a flame of fire, and they flash with holy anger as He sees 
the wreck and ruin that sin had made the earth. When He was here before, His kind but searching 
glance could scan the very wounds that shame would hide” (Phillips, 2004 Exploring Revelation; page 
27). 

- He said to Nathanael in John 1:48 “When thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee.” 
 

- The Woman at the well in John 4:29 “Come see a man, which told me all things that I ever 
did.”  

 
- Matthew wrote concerning the Pharisees in Matthew 12:25 “And Jesus knew their thoughts.” 
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     What does John chapter ten say? Oh my goodness, you say I don’t like that preacher well I’m 
going to read it to you. John chapter number ten verse number twenty-five. Just hear me out and 
listen to this. Now who is He talking to here? In John ten He has His disciples and He has the 
Pharisees. Oh He has got the religious crowd. They had the Law of Moses, they had the circumcision 
they had the Covenant of Abraham. They didn’t need grace they had the Law. They had their good 
works they had their good deeds.  
 
John 10:25-30 

25 Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they 
bear witness of me. 

26 But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. 

27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 

28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out 
of my hand. 

29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my 
Father's hand. 

30 I and my Father are one. 

     So when John is seeing those eyes those flames of fire, do you know what he is seeing with all the 
fullness of the Godhead bodily? He is seeing God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Ghost 
sitting on the throne. Because no man will see God (the Father). He is a Spirit and therefore must be 
worshiped in spirit and in truth. Jesus told Philip, He told him when you’ve seen Me you have seen 
the Father because I and My Father are One. 

Revelation 1:15 

15 And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many 
waters. 

     John is getting a picture of Sovereignty. His feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a 
furnace. In Exodus 38:1-7 we see the description of the altar of the burnt offering. It was covered 
with brass and its utensils were made of the material. His glowing hot brass feet are a clear 
reference to the divine judgment.  

     The LORD Jesus Christ is moving in the midst of His Church with the burning feet of judgment to 
exercise His chastening authority upon sin. His voice is as the sound of many waters, no longer is 
His like the crystal clear notes of the powerful trumpet as seen in verse ten.  

     Now John likens His voice to the voice of power and authority. The sound of many waters as the 
crashing of the surf against the rocks of the island, this is a clear picture of the voice of authority as 
seen in Ezekiel 43:2. 
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Revelation 1:16 

16 And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and 
his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. 

     In His right hand are seven stars, these are the messengers who represent these seven churches. 
Christ holds them in His hand, which means that He not only controls the Churches but these 
messengers as well.   

     Now there are two views or two interpretations on this. Some say that these are actual men and 
others say that they are actually angels. Because nowhere in the book of the Revelation are angels 
referred to as anything other than angels. So I am not dogmatic about either view because angel 
simply means messenger and what are preachers? They are messengers, so thus they are angels in 
fact every child of God is an angel because we are all messengers for Christ.  (We will come back to 
this in closing and deal with this more in-depth). 

     The two-edged sword is the Word of God. This large two-edged broad sword signifies judgment, 
power and authority. We know that He is the Word of God, and from His words come creation, 
power, authority, judgment, conviction, chastisement, discernment, knowledge, wisdom, love, 
mercy, grace, joy, peace and much, much more. 

Hebrews 4:12 

12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart. 

     So we have the Word of God in the form of a two edged sword that comes out of the mouth of the 
LORD Jesus Christ. His countenance was as the sun shineth in His Strength, because He is the Sun of 
Righteousness. Saul of Tarsus got a glimpse of this on his way to Damascus. The spirit of His mouth 
and the brightness of His coming will be what destroys the Anti-christ when the LORD returns in 
His Second Coming.  

     The sun has great power, but just imagine His power. He created the sun all the stars. We cannot 
look upon the sun shining in all its strength nor can we approach it or come near to it. No one can 
draw near to power like that. But by His grace He draws us to Him, we are able, but we are still in 
awe as was John. 

     Imagine the sun in all of its strength; that was His countenance that was His appearance. He is the 
Sun of Righteousness. Now where did that come from that term Sun of Righteousness, sun? Open 
your Bibles to the Italian Prophet Malachi; Malachi the last book of the Old Testament  

Malachi 4:1-2 

1 For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do 
wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it 
shall leave them neither root nor branch. 
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2 But unto you that fear my name; now who is He talking to here? His is talking to the Elect of Israel 
and His is talking to His Church.  

Malachi 4:2 

2 But unto you that fear my name; shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye 
shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. 

     Now who is the Son of Righteousness? Jesus Christ, and He  shall arise with healing in his wings; 
and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. Now the Bible says that in the Eternity in the 
new Heaven and the new Earth there will be no sun, there will be no moon and there will be no 
stars. For the LORD Himself shall be the Light; He is the Sun of Righteousness, not in the sense of 
capital Son but in the sense of capital Sun. Because He will light and illuminate all of the Heavens 
through all of Eternity. 

     There will be no need for a sun, there will be no need for any stars; there will be no shadows in 
Heaven. Because there is no light source giving out one direct beam of light, because He is that light. 
He is that Sun of Righteousness. And that is what John saw he saw His countenance as it shined as 
the brightness of the sun.  

     Now in closing we need to go somewhere else in closing. Let’s go back and talk about those seven 
stars in closing. Those seven stars that He holds in His hands. Now like I said I am not dogmatic 
about either view. Some views say that they are actual angels, some views say that they are actual 
men. That represent the Elders or the Pastors of the leaders of these seven churches. But did you 
know; now I’m not going to get in trouble with this but you are probably going to think that I’m 
crazy. But did you know that this church has an angel that watches over it? Did you know that? Yes, 
and did you know that you, have an angel that watches over you.  

     Do you remember what I told you? I said that if the scales could be removed from our eyes and 
we were allowed to see the principalities and powers, and the thrones and the dominions and the 
things of the dark side. Do you know what we would see right here in these church house tonight? 
We would see an entire host of demons, fallen angels that is trying to hinder and stop the work of 
God. But do you know what is standing between us and them? God’s elect angels that are not 
allowing them to do anything.  

     So every church, every saint of God, even before you was saved God had an angel watching out 
for you. What does Hebrews 1:14 say? 

Hebrews 1:14 

14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation? 

     Who shall be the heirs of salvation, in other words you wasn’t even saved yet but God had an 
angel watching out over you, why? For you to receive light, for you to receive knowledge, for you to 
receive grace and God was longsuffering until that exact moment happened. Because He assigned 
you an angel. Now that being said those seven stars very well could be the angels, the overseers, the 
caretakers of those seven churches. They don’t necessarily have to be seven actual men, seven 
actual leaders because like I said within the context of the book of the Revelation nowhere in the 
book of the Revelation are angels used other than angels.  
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     Not only will I tell you that God has sent angels to be messengers of righteousness for you and 
overseers and, well I’m just going to say it guardians. But He also has them assigned to churches but 
did you know that God also has them assigned to governments. You say what do you mean Brother 
Doug? I mean the United States of America has an angel watching over it.  

     But do you realize folks and I want to tell you something; where there’s a good angels watching 
over and looking out, there is a bad one and I want to share this with you I have got to share this 
with you this evening in closing. Keep those seven stars in mind as actual angels and go to Daniel, 
open up to the book of Daniel chapter number ten. 

Daniel 10:12-13 

12 Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to 
understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words. 

13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days:  

     Gabriel was on his way to deliver a Sovereign, divine message from the hand of God to Daniel the 
Prophet and while Gabriel was on his way something got a hold of Gabriel had held Gabriel for 21 
days and Gabriel had to fight against who? Against the prince of Persia and what did Gabriel do? He 
called for Michael the Arch-angel. 

Daniel 10:13 

13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of 
the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia. 

     So him and Michael fought and they prevailed over this what? What was the prince of Persia? 
What were the kings of Persia? It was the demonic fallen angels that Satan had assigned to that 
kingdom.  So it’s real folks. You think America has a guardian angel watching out over it, yes sir it 
does but also she has something else that is trying to take over and control the government. And 
this is exactly what Daniel has experienced here, or Daniel wrote about. Because Gabriel, just 
imagine Gabriel an angel, only one of three angels mentioned by name in the Scriptures. Said 
whoever this was and we don’t know for sure, but whoever this was he was so powerful that he was 
able to hold on to Gabriel and fight against Gabriel for 21 days and Gabriel had to call for help from 
Michael.  

     Persia, is not Persia a country? Yes Persia is a county, the Medeo-Persians came in and over 
threw Babylon. What is modern day Persia know as today, Iran. What is Babylon known as today, 
Iraq. Do you see how that all of this fits in from all the way back in the Garden of Eden with the four 
rivers in Genesis that ran through the garden now run through modern day Iraq and Kuwait. They 
run right through those countries and can you see where it all started at folks, right there in the 
middle-east. Where is it all going to sum up to, where is it all going to consummate, where is it all 
going to end at? Right over there in the middle-east. Why, because it’s all right there in relationship 
to Israel.  

     So my friend there are principalities and powers; whether they be the seven stars or whether 
they be the principalities and powers of the elect angels that God has sent to oversee the churches 
of the body of Christ. Or if they’re fallen demonic principalities and power that are put there by  
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Satan to hinder the work of the ministry. Because that is what Satan wants to do. That is what Satan 
wants to stop, he wants to stop the work of the ministry. He wants you to sit there on your blessed 
assurance and say I shall not be moved and not get any blessing from any of this and not learn any 
of this. But what did John say? What did he say in Revelation 1:3, and preachers are scared to death 
of this book.  

Revelation 1:3 

3 Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which 
are written therein: for the time is at hand. 

     This is the only book in the Bible that comes with a blessing and that is why we are reading all 
the text every night as we go over it.  


