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The Digression of Generational Relationships 
 

1. The comparison of generations. (22:7) 
 
 

2. The conspiracy fears of generations. (22:8) 
 

3. The communication breakdown between generations. (22:13) 
 

 

 
The Growth of Generational Relationships 
 

1. Actions of care and concern. (22:1-4) 
 
 

2. Words of truth and respect. (22:14-15a) 
 

3. A refusal to attack one another. (22:17b) 
 

 
Application: 
 

1. Identify any of the bad habits you have had with other generations. Humble yourself and 
confess your pride before the Lord. 

2. What can you do in the coming weeks to take new steps in your “generational” relationships. 
Ask the Lord for insight and wisdom. 

  



Bible Study Questions/ Discussion 
“How a Generation Gap Becomes a Generation War” 

I Samuel 22 
Sept. 30, 2012 

 
1. Read Psalm 133 and discuss the blessing of unity in a church. Do you remember a “generation 

gap” when you were younger? What were the issues? 
 
 

2. The comparison/competition of generations can cause a distance. Share some of the things that 
we think we do better. In what areas do we tend to make fun of the other generation? Read the 
comparison statement of Saul in I Samuel 22:7. What was his focus? Why is he doing this? 
 

 

3. Fear divides relationships. What was Saul afraid of? (I Sam. 22:8) What does perfect love do in a 
relationship? (I John 4:18) What do we tend to be afraid of when we see the other generations? 
 

 

4.  Communication breakdowns cause turmoil in relationships. What wrong conclusions was Saul 
making concerning David and the priest, Ahimelech? (I Sam. 22:13) What does Proverbs say 
about such a ruler? (Prov. 28:15) 
 

 

5. A good example of healthy generational relationships is found in I Sam. 22:1. What is happening 
in David’s family? Share a time when a trial or difficulty brought your family together. Discuss 
the kind of people that were drawn to David. (I Sam. 22:2) What does the Lord say to the hurting 
of society? (Psalm 34:18; Matt. 11:28)  
 

 

6. What does David say to the king of Moab about his need and how long he will need his help?     
(I Sam. 22:3) Though we can help one another, in whom do we trust? (Prov. 3:5-6;Isa. 40:31) 
 

 

7. Discuss the kind of words that Ahimelech uses in describing David. (I Sam. 22:14) Had Ahimelech 
ever prayed for David? (I Sam. 22:15) Why did this prayer for David upset Saul? Should we pray 
for our enemies? Why is this difficult? (Matt. 5:44) 
 

 

8. When Saul gave the orders to kill the priests, what do the servants do? (I Sam. 22:17) Healthy 
relationships have a “bottom-line” principle of not ever attacking the other generation. Discuss 
the application found in Psalm 34:13-16,21.  
 

 

9. Make a decision to speak words of honor and respect to someone this week of a different 
generation.  

 


