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I. Introduction. 
II. A sinful woman crashes the Pharisee’s dinner party.  v. 36-39

A. A Pharisee invites Jesus to dinner.  v. 36
1. Why would Simon the Pharisee invite Jesus to dinner?  11:37-54 14:1-24  
2. We will later learn that Simon’s hospitality falls short.  v. 44-46  

B. A sinful woman expresses her loving gratitude to Jesus.  v. 37-38
1. This woman was a notorious sinner – probably an adulteress or a prostitute.  7:34
2. There is reason to believe that she had previously encountered Jesus.
3. She acts courageously, boldly, generously, passionately, devotedly and gratefully.
4. Jesus permits her to do all of this.

C. Simon reacts by judging both the woman and Jesus.  v. 39 
1. He has nothing but contempt for the sinful woman.  18:11  1 Co. 7:1  Pr. 6:29
2. He determines that Jesus couldn’t possibly be a prophet of God.
3. The irony is that though Simon thinks of himself as righteous, he is merciless,

graceless and loveless. 
4. Jesus will show that He is more than a prophet.
5. Are you like Simon?

III. Jesus exposes the difference between Simon and the sinful woman.  v. 40-50

A. The parable of the two debtors.  v. 40-42a   
1. Jesus demonstrates that he knows all about the woman and all about Simon.
2. The two debtors represent Simon and the woman.   
3. On the one hand they are very different from each other – gender, social position,

external morality (perceived amount of debt).    
4. On the other hand they have some things in common – both are debtors (sinners)

who are completely (and equally) unable to pay what they owe.   Mt. 18:34
5. The moneylender represents God.

a. We owe Him a great debt.  Rom. 3:23 6:23
b. His forgiveness of guilty sinners is extraordinary and generous.   Isa. 55:8ff 

6. The Jubilee brought in by the Messiah cancels debt.  4:18-19  Isa. 35:3-4 61:1-2 
Deut. 15:1-3  Lev. 25:1ff

B. Don’t turn Jesus’ parables into allegories – or you will miss the point.
1. Parables typically make one point.   18:1-8      
2. Why is there a difference in the amounts of the debt?  Mt. 20:2 18:24,28  

a. We are not to infer that Simon was only a debtor for a small amount.
b. The lesser debt may represent how Simon might see himself. 
c. Simon’s sins of blind hypocrisy, pride and self-righteousness are VERY great.
d. In reality we each owe an infinite debt of guilt.  Mt. 18:24 Ro. 3:23  

3. The point of this parable (including the sizes of the debt) is the degree of
gratitude of the one who has graciously been forgiven of a great debt.

4. The fact that the lesser debtor in the parable was forgiven does not mean that
Simon the unrepentant Pharisee was forgiven. 7:29-30   

5. The parable does not include the means by which the debt of sin is paid.              
2 Co. 8:9 5:21  1 Pe. 3:18

6. The parable leaves out the means by which forgiveness is obtained – faith.  v. 50 



C. Simon begrudgingly acknowledges the point of Jesus’ parable.  v. 42b-43 
1. The degree of love is in proportion to the degree of forgiveness.
2. It is important to notice that forgiveness precedes and produces love.  1 Jo. 4:19

D. Jesus plainly explains His meaning – “look at this woman”.  v. 44-47
1. The way Simon treats Jesus proves that Simon did not love Him; therefore,

implying that Simon has not been forgiven.  v. 44-46
2. The woman’s passionate expression of loving gratitude shows that she loves Jesus

very much, which proves that she has been forgiven much.
3. Jesus sees this woman not as she was, but as she has become – a new woman.
4. Jesus implies much about Himself.  v. 49  5:21

E. Jesus reassures the woman.  v. 48-50
1. Some have twisted this passage to imply that the woman earned forgiveness by

her love for Jesus.    v. 47
2. Forgiveness is in the perfect tense -- “her sins have been forgiven”.  v. 47,48
3. The point of the parable is that forgiveness precedes and produces the response

of love.  v. 42
4. She is not forgiven because she loves much. She loves much because she is

forgiven.  1 Jo. 4:19  
5. Jesus makes it clear that she was saved through faith (not by the merit of her

love).  v. 50   Eph. 2:8-9  Acts 16:31  Ro. 5:1 3:29  Gal. 2:16 3:24  Phil. 3:9

F. Why then does Jesus tell her that she has been forgiven (in the past)?  v. 48-50
1. He assures her that she has been forgiven. 
2. Now she can go in peace.  v. 50 2:14 8:48 17:19  2 Cor. 5:17  Ro. 6:11

IV. Concluding applications.
A. Are you more like the sinful woman or are you like Simon the Pharisee?

Do you think that you are a good person? 
B. God invites you to receive His gracious forgiveness.  19:10  Mt. 11:28ff  Isa. 55:6-9 
C. God’s grace and love transforms sinners.  Isa. 1:18   Ps. 103:10ff  Jer. 31:34
D. Those who have been so freely forgiven love God.  John 14:15 8:11

1. Do you passionately worship our Savior?
2. Do you love others as He has loved you? 1 Jo. 4:19-21
3. Are you willing to forgive others as you have been forgiven?  11:4  Eph. 4:31-32    

Mt. 18:21ff   1 Pe. 4:8        Or are you experiencing a ‘gospel disconnect?’
4. If you want to grow in your expression of love for Jesus, remember what He did

for you!  1 Tim. 1:15   Eph. 2:1ff   Gal. 2:20  

Discussion questions
1. Why do we think that this woman had previously encountered Jesus?
2. Why did she do what she did?
3. How did Simon see the woman?
4. How does Jesus see the woman?
5. How does Jesus show that He is a Prophet and even more than a Prophet?
6. What is the main point of the parable of the two debtors?
7. How could this parable be misunderstood if it is taken as an allegory?
8. How would you answer someone who tries to use this passage to prove that our love for

Jesus causes Him to forgive us?
9. How are you tempted to be like Simon the Pharisee?
10. How can you increase your love for Jesus?
11. How can you express your love for Jesus? 


