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Study 15: The Order and the Worship of the Church  
(TTWFB, 2:11-12; pp. 180-191) 

The Order and Organisation of the Church 
 
When we come to the matters of the organization and structure of the church, we have to face firstly 
that the residue of Adam in us, indwelling sin, rises up in the face of such words as leadership, 
authority and rule. These words are used by the New Testament to talk about the nature of the 
structure of the church, and so we have to learn to love them! In fact, in Christ we have been given a 
deep reorientation to authority. The Spirit of God given to us gives to us cries which express this 
new orientation of love—‘Abba! Father!’ (Rom. 8:15-16; Gal. 4:6-7) and ‘Jesus is Lord!’ (1Cor. 
12:3). This reorientation overflows also to our relationship with human authorities given by God. 
 
1. Jesus Christ is head of the Church 

• Eph. 1:19ff, Phil. 2:6-11  
Jesus Christ has been raised by the Father ‘above every rule and authority and power and 
dominion’, giving him ‘the name that is above every name’, in fact ‘above every title that can 
be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come’. 
As well as giving him rule over all things, God has also appoint Christ to be head of the 
church, which is also his body. Headship here means rule and control in love. Later in 
Ephesians 5, the headship of a husband to his wife means that she is to give due obedience to 
him: his headship is a ruling authority, but one of love in which all is done for the service of 
his bride. When the Spirit gives us to cry, ‘Jesus is Lord!’, our owning this headship is 
welling up in our hearts. 

• Acts 1:3-8; Matt. 28:16-20; Luke 24:4653 
Christ promised to be with his church in its mission of preaching the gospel, proclaiming the 
kingdom and making disciples of the nations. The whole mission of the church is under the 
leading of the Lord Jesus. Further, the life of the church is shaped by the commands of 
Christ, and by his presence in our midst. 

2. The Lordship of Jesus is worked through the Holy Spirit 
• The church was born by the Spirit at Pentecost, and has been empowered and led by the 

Spirit since (Rom. 8:14; Gal. 5:16-25). In Acts 16:7 we hear how the ‘Spirit of Jesus’ 
directed Paul and his companions in their mission. The Spirit gives to the church the mind of 
Christ. In all this then, the Spirit is the Lord, and his leading must be obeyed by the church. 

• The Spirit brings truth to the church and keeps the church in the life of that truth. Truth is 
more than doctrine, although it includes it—it is truth–in–life. Ananias and Sapphira were 
disciplined for lying to the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:1-11), i.e being untruthful in life. 

• There is nothing the church has in its life that is not from the Holy Spirit  (love, fellowship, 
prayer, knowing God’s will, etc.). The ministries and gifts in the church are part of the means 
of the Spirit’s lordship. The oversight of elders and deacons is part of the Spirit’s work. 
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3. The Ministry Gifts and Church Leadership 
• 1Cor. 12:28-31 There is an order or hierarchy in the gifts of ministers of God’s word in the 

church: apostles first, second prophets, third teachers, and then other gifts… Eph. 4: 11-12 
has a similar list with basically the same order (evangelists are included between prophets 
and pastor-teachers. As an apostle Paul demanded submission to his apostolic teaching. The 
authority though was not in the person per se (=magisterial) but in the word he brought 
(=ministerial). Each of these leadership roles was essentially one of serving God’s people 
with the word. ‘There was no imposition of tyranny, and no personal lordship over others in 
any of the ministries.’ 

• Within worship there were gospel principles which regulated the way gifts operated (e.g. 
1Cor. 14:13, 27); there must have been those who directed the church in this way. The ruling 
principle was love, so that the body be built up. Egotism and pride was to be controlled! 

• The ministry gifts mentioned may have been itinerant. In each local congregation there was a 
local leadership—elders (or overseers) and deacons. These leaders are described as ‘those 
who rule over you’ (Heb. 13:7, 17; 1Thess. 5:12; 1Tim. 5:17). They are exhorted to be 
unselfish and not domineering in their leading (1Pet. 5:1-4); the church is exhorted to be 
subject to their leadership. These leaders were chosen largely because of the way they had 
been seen to exercise authority in life, especially in family—see Paul’s ‘qualifications’ for 
eldership in 1&2 Timothy and Titus.  

• The elders had charge of the flock, were called on to heal the sick, to teach and to minister to 
relational needs within the community (e.g. in reconciling brothers or sisters who had fallen 
into disagreement through one wronging another.) 

• With the elders were the deacons (=servants). They helped in the practical admnistration of 
care for poor and widows, and worked alongside the elders supplementing their  ministry. 

• Every member was also gifted for the working of the life of the Spirit in the whole church. 
We find no hard authoritarian spirit in the New Testament church, for the order of the day 
was love and grace, unity and fellowship. No harsh imposition of rule by the leaders, no petty 
insistence on independence or that the leaders do everything ‘my way’ on the part of the 
wider body. 

 
The Worship of the Church 

 
1. Worship is service 

• In both the Old and New Testaments the words for worship and service  are very similar and 
in fact interchangeable in many places. When we speak about the worship of the church we 
need to think wider than activities carried out when God’s people gather for concerted 
devotion to him. The worship of the church is the whole life of God’s people lived out in His 
presence and in love and obedience before Him. 

2. Worship springs out of the work of the gospel in us. 
• Jeremiah 31:31-34 promised, in the new covenant, the forgiveness of sins, and from this a 

true obedience from the heart (cf. Ezek. 36:25-27) and a living knowledge of God. This is the 
covenant Jesus has established in the cross (Matt. 26:26-28). 

• So, essential to true worship are a cleansed conscience through forgiveness, and a knowledge 
of renewed relationship with God as Father through justification. Without these motivation, 
worship becomes a parody of itself, and is in fact an attempt to appease God and to work off 
sins—something God hates and rejects (cf. Cain and Abel). 

• This gospel-induced worship is the integrating power of the church. The unity of the church 
is built on its common deep conviction about, and joy in, the grace of God in the gospel. 
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3. The shape and modes of worship are given by the gospel and so express freedom 
• Corporate worship is described in the New Testament, but little is prescribed as to its 

ongoing form and modes. 
• Before Pentecost we see the disciples waiting for the Spirit in prayer and worship (Luke 

24:33, Acts 1:14, 21). At Pentecost we see the people filled with Spirit, prophesying and 
proclaiming the gospel. They then devoted themselves to four elements of corporate life: the 
apostles’ doctrine, the fellowship, the breaking of bread and the prayers. They met with one 
another daily in their homes, and there they prayed and broke bread and worshipped the Lord 
together. 

• 1Thess. 5:16-22, Col. 3:12-17, Eph. 5:18-21 give hints of the gathered worship of these first 
Christians: 

• rejoicing and giving thanks in prayer 
• not quenching the Spirit, not despising prophesying—but also testing everything 
• letting the word of God dwell richly among them 
• teaching and admonishing one another (Matt. 18 calls for particularly difficult matters 

of wrong and unforgivness to be brought to the gathered church. Perhaps this is 
included here.) 

• singing hymns, psalms and spiritual songs, primarily to encourage and strengthen one 
another, but also to make melody to the Lord 

• 1Corinthians 12-14 give much information: 
• the  church is under Christ’s lordship 
• the Spirit distributes gifts to the members for the operation of love in the body, and 

this he does as he wills (i.e in his own freedom) 
• 1Cor. 14:26 ‘When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of 

instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of these must be done for 
the strengthening of the church.’ 

• The use of these gifts is regulated not simply for power but for the good order of love. 
Over all we see that the life of worship in the gathered body is dynamic and not static. There 
was a living dependency upon and expectation of the Holy Spirit’s working among them. 

• The role of women in worship is to exclude authority over men in teaching. Women 
can prophesy and are also engaged in ministry of the word in many ways (e.g. Paul’s 
many female co-workers.) 

• James 2:1-17 makes clear in his letter that the gospel demands the end of all unjust 
discrimination, especially against the poor. They must be equally honoured with the rich, and 
more the brother who has is exhorted to show practical love in providing for the brother who 
does not have. 

• The conclusion: there is liberty, freedom, and love in the worship and service of the church. 
In our corporate worship we are aware of the presence of the living God, and this grants to us 
joy and holy awe in his presence. The worship contributes to the life and strength of the 
church, which is equipped for service beyond the acts of corporate worship. 


