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John 9:1-12 

“I Once Was Blind” 

 

NKJ John 9:1 Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. 

 2 And His disciples asked Him, saying, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 

born blind?" 

 3 Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should be 

revealed in him. 

 4 "I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one 

can work. 

 5 "As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world." 

 6 When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva; and He 

anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay. 

 7 And He said to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which is translated, Sent). So he went 

and washed, and came back seeing. 

 8 Therefore the neighbors and those who previously had seen that he was blind said, "Is not this 

he who sat and begged?" 

 9 Some said, "This is he." Others said, "He is like him." He said, "I am he." 

 10 Therefore they said to him, "How were your eyes opened?" 

 11 He answered and said, "A Man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, 

'Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.' So I went and washed, and I received sight." 

 12 Then they said to him, "Where is He?" He said, "I do not know." 

 

The entire premise of the book of Job usually strikes unbelievers the wrong way. They could 

understand and probably accept Job’s suffering if what Job’s friends falsely believed, namely that Job 

was a secret sinner and God was punishing him, had been true. If Job had some sort of secret big sin – 

a well concealed murder or theft perhaps then they could look at the story and say, well there’s justice 

being done! But of course that isn’t why Job suffers. He is a genuinely good and faithful believer. So 

to the unbeliever it can’t possibly be fair. Suffering is always bad and unless there is some sort of 

Karmic pay back going on, it’s just not right. 

 

The point of the book though is that Job suffers awful calamities for the glory of God and ultimately 

those calamities work for Job’s greater good. His pain and suffering are very real, but at the end Job 

comes out of his trials understanding the sovereignty and glory of God in a way he never would have 

otherwise. He comes out more mature, more trusting, having had the dross burned away. He even has 

everything he lost restored. And far more important than that, God is glorified and vindicated in Job’s 

trial and we all benefit from it.  The problem is that while the spiritual man can discern all of those 
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things, the unbeliever can’t – so he looks at the story of Job and is appalled and says as one man 

literally wrote, “What a vain, sadistic being that God is.”  

 

Now I have to warn you that it is possible to look at this story and in particular Christ’s statement in 

verse 3 that the man had been born blind and grown up with this terrible affliction precisely so that just 

like Job God’s works should be revealed in him and react the same way the natural man does to the 

book of Job. That kind of person will want to cut out verses 2 & 3. If it is just a story about Jesus being 

compassionate and healing a blind man, or maybe a blind man who was healed because of some sin he 

committed they’d be fine with it. But a story about man who was blind because God made Him that 

way that His own glory might be seen in Him?  

 

That explanation doesn’t even naturally occur to the disciples. Now they knew that this man who was 

begging had been born blind, so when Jesus passing by stops and notices him, they ask Him for a 

theological explanation for his blindness and they only pose the two answers that they think could 

possibly be true. Who sinned that He was born blind, him or his parents?  

 

It had to be one or the other. After all the rabbis taught that “There is no death without sin, there is no 

suffering without iniquity.” I know that some of you may be thinking, “wait a minute if he sinned, that 

means he sinned in the womb”, well the Rabbis felt that someone had to have sinned, and so they ran 

with the ball and pointed to Gen. 25:22 Esau’s struggle with his brother Jacob in the womb, saying that 

it was an instance of attempted murder. But anyway, while the first part of their teaching is true that 

“there is no death without sin”, but the second part, that there is no suffering without iniquity is not. 

Suffering IS sometimes a result of iniquity, you’ll remember that in the healing of the paralytic in John 

5 Jesus had warned the man, “Sin no more, lest a worse thing come upon you." But we have several 

biblical examples of times when suffering was not the result of sin, this is one of them, and so Jesus 

gives them the answer they didn’t expect none of the above.  

 

In this case the man had been born blind specifically for this moment in time, this appointment with 

God, that the Glory of God might be revealed in him and then through him. That man had been born 

for this, and Jesus remarks that He had been sent to do these works “while it was still day” – the 

disciples would have understood the analogy. Back then in the days before electrical light you had to 

get urgent work done before nightfall mad it too dark to work. Jesus had much to do, and he was all to 

aware that in only a short while it would be time to go the cross and in His atoning death finish the 

work that God had sent Him to do. Brothers and Sisters, I hope you see that if Jesus who knew He was 

working to a precise timetable felt the urgency of doing the Father’s work, we certainly should as well! 

But I fear that just as in the dream that sent Amy Carmichael to the mission field, thousands are 

plunging off the cliff to their deaths every day while Christians sit idly by making daisy chains.  

 

Now the glory of God is particularly revealed in this healing, not only because you just don’t see men 

blind from birth being healed to this very day, but even as miracle it stands apart. There is no story of 

giving sight to the blind anywhere in the Old Testament, and this is one kind of healing not even 

Apostles appear to have done, and yet giving sight to the blind is the kind of healing that Jesus did 

more than any other. I don’t think that any of that is a coincidence, because the Old Testament 

proclaimed that when the Messiah came he would be the one who would open the eyes of the blind. 

For instance Is. 35:4-5, “Say to those who are fearful-hearted, "Be strong, do not fear! Behold, your 

God will come with vengeance, With the recompense of God; He will come and save you." Then the 

eyes of the blind shall be opened, And the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.”  
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This is a miracle that Jesus the one who is the “Light of the World” has reserved to Himself, in order to 

remind us of who He is and that as Psalm 146:8 puts it “The LORD opens the eyes of the blind.” It is a 

miracle that reminds us, that Jesus and Jesus alone can take away men’s blindness and give them light.  

 

Now the way Jesus heals this man isn’t repeated anywhere else, which has led many to speculate 

regarding the meaning of the details of the healing. Why make clay? Well possibly it is a hearkening 

back to Christ’s work of creation when he fashioned man from the clay of the ground and therefore 

another tie in to His declaration that he was the I AM.  

 

Why send him to the pool of Siloam to wash? Well happily that is easier to figure out in that John tells 

us that name of the pool, Siloam, means Sent. Siloam is the Greek form of the Hebrew word Shiloh, 

which indeed means sent. Shiloh is one of the Old Testament names for the Messiah. In this case the 

one sent by God. It is a simple way of Jesus setting his Royal seal on the miracle. Shiloh has cured 

your blindness. This healing was done by the Messiah.  

 

Now kids there is an important application here: Jesus tells the man what to do, but he doesn’t tell him 

why. That man must have felt a little silly having dirt put on his eyes, and being told to go wash it off. 

But he doesn’t say “why” or argue with Jesus or think “there has to be a better way than this!” Or wait 

a minute, none of the other beggars have to do this. And then get angry and scrape the mud off. And 

it’s a good thing he didn’t, because if he didn’t do what Jesus told him to do, would he have been 

healed? NO. Again and again in your lives, Jesus in His word, or through His messengers, or through 

your parents will tell you what to do and you won’t understand why, or you won’t think it’s the best 

way. So whether its believing God’s word, or doing family worship, or learning the catechism, or 

studying the bible or keeping the Lord’s day Holy or not doing the things that everyone else in the 

neighborhood seems to do, you will at times be tempted to rebel and scrape the mud off and say I’m 

not doing this! But remember if you do that will you get the blessings that come with obeying Christ? 

NO.  

 

Well by God’s grace, the man didn’t rebel, he washes and for the first time ever – he can see. And so 

he goes running back home and causes a commotion in his neighborhood. Some couldn’t believe it 

was the same man. The man they knew was blind. How often it is that after a man or a woman has met 

Jesus and had his eyes opened that his friends cannot believe it is the same person! You can’t be Bob, 

the Bob I know is drunkard and can’t complete a sentence without swearing.  

 

The man has to say “no, no, it really is ME!” So they all want to know how he was cured and while he 

knows the details he doesn’t know where this man called Jesus went to and he still doesn’t really know 

who Jesus is. His physical eyes have been opened but he is still spiritually blind to the true identity of 

the man who cured him. Jesus however isn’t through working with him, he has opened his eyes to see 

the glory of the S-U-N for the first time, and in a little while he will open his eyes to see the infinitely 

greater glory of the S-O-N.  

 

Some Applications: First a couple for those of you whose eyes have already been opened -  

 

1) I hope you see that the Lord does not go about his work the same way every time. For instance, 

just in curing blindness sometimes Jesus touched their eyes, sometimes he spat on their eyes, 

sometimes he simply spoke, in these verses he made clay and told him to wash. In His ministry to the 

souls of men Christ does not do his work the same way every time. I have actually met Christians who 

have not yet grasped this. For instance, I remember a conversation some time ago with a woman who 
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was appalled that we do not have an altar call at the end of the sermon. She literally asked “how are 

people going to get saved if you don’t have an altar call?” I said when the Holy Spirit calls them to 

faith usually via the preaching or reading of God’s word. I added, that I wasn’t saved by walking the 

aisle, but I fear that only confirmed her suspicions. 

 

Friends, salvation isn’t the result of the right use of means, the right lighting, the right hymns, it isn’t 

something we do, we contribute as much to our new birth as that man contributed to the restoration of 

his sight. It is the sovereign work of God who works where and how and when he chooses. Consider 

John the Baptist and realize that he can regenerate a Child in the womb if he wants to. Believe it or not 

millions and millions were saved before the altar call was invented in the last century. Sometimes it’s a 

tract, a sermon, a radio show, a book, a witness, or a sermon someone heard 50 years ago the Lord 

brings back to their mind. Sometimes it’s a startling change, sometimes it takes a while. God opens the 

eyes of the spiritually blind to the glory of Christ through many different means. So be bold to plant 

the gospel seeds. He is the one who makes them grow. 

 

2) Romans 8:28 “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to 

those who are the called according to His purpose.”  All things there includes afflictions and 

tribulations and sickness and so when you are in the midst of them you desperately need to remember 

that and strive to consider the larger picture of what God is doing in both your life and the world, 

rather than each individual circumstance, downturn, affliction, etc.  

 

In the Summer of 1967 an seventeen year old girl named Joni was swimming in Chesapeake bay with 

friends. She dove in to the water and hit a rock which broke her neck and left her  permanently 

paralyzed from the neck down. She could have spent the rest of her life in bitterness, asking questions 

like “how is this fair?” and “what did I do to deserve this?” and making the circumstance of her 

paralysis the center of her life. And who would have blamed her for doing that?  

 

After all, when the world makes a movie about a young person becoming paralyzed like Million Dollar 

Baby or Whose Life is it Anyway, their entire emphasis is usually on that person’s right to die. “They 

were happy,” the world tells us, “and now they are not, their life is “over,” so they want to die, and 

who can blame them? They should be allowed to have someone kill them.” 

 

But friends while the affliction that Joni Eareckson Tada has gone through has been very real, her life 

has revealed the glory of God in ways that it never would have had she not gone through 41 years of 

affliction. Thousands have been brought to faith through her witness, thousands have been built up in 

the faith, she has been used for Good and that affliction has worked to her good as well. Friends 

sometimes your suffering is the chastening of the Lord, that works to your good if you don’t ignore it. 

Sometimes your suffering is for the glory of God. So let it be to his glory, don’t spend all your time 

grumbling against his will or thinking this must be the first mistake God has ever made!  

 

3) It is possible you are still struggling with all of these issues of God’s sovereignty. Joseph Hall 

A faithful man hath three eyes : the first, of sense, common to him with brute creatures ; the 

second, of reason, common to all men ; the third, of faith, which sight only the believer has.  

 

Now when you put food in front of her she understands and is happy. If I discuss philosophy with her 

she doesn’t understand a word she doesn’t have the eye of reason necessary to understand. She is 

utterly blind to the meaning of it. I could spend days trying to instruct her, it would do no good. The 

reason the natural man doesn’t understand and rejects these things is that he can’t see them, being 
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spiritually blind to them as the Word says. He has natural light, and the light of reason, but he is still in 

spiritual darkness.  To Quote Joseph Hall: “He sees no whit into the great and awful Majesty of God. 

He discerns Him not in all His creatures filling the world with His infinite and glorious presence. 

He sees not His wise providence, overruling all things, disposing all casual events, ordering all 

sinful actions of men to His own glory. He comprehends nothing of the beauty, majesty, power, and 

mercy of the Saviour of the world, sitting in the Humanity at His Father's right hand. He sees not 

the unspeakable happiness of the glorified souls of the saints.” 

 

In order to understand these things your eyes have to be opened, and only Christ can do that. You must 

go to him and be washed. I understand this all too well for I dwelt in darkness all too long myself.  


