
 

Colossians 1:15-23 

The Supremacy, Preeminence, 

and Sufficiency of Jesus Christ 

Part 6 

 
 

All Bible Verses are in the ESV Version (unless noted) 

© 2001–2014 Crossway.  

All rights reserved.  

All emphasis added/insertions are mine 

 
1 



Matthew 16:13-15 

Now when Jesus came into the district of 

Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say that the 

Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some 

say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, 

and others Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who 

do you say that I am?”  
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Colossians 1:15-22 
 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by  him 
all things were created, in heaven and on 

earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or 

authorities—all things were created 
through him and for him.17 And he is 

before all things, and in him all things hold 
together.  
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Colossians 1:15-22 
 

18 And he is the head of the body, the 

church. He is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead, that in everything he might 

be preeminent. 19 For in him all the 

fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 

and through him to reconcile to himself all 

things, whether on earth or in heaven, 

making peace by the blood of his cross. 
4 



Colossians 1:15-22 
 

 21 And you, who once were alienated and 
hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has 
now reconciled in his body of flesh by his 
death, in order to present you holy and 

blameless and above reproach before him, 
23 if indeed you continue in the faith, 

stable and steadfast, not shifting from the 
hope of the gospel that you heard, which 

has been proclaimed in all creation under 
heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a 

minister.  
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Review V19-23 The Doctrine of Reconciliation  
Reconciliation: The need, The instrument/means, The accomplishment/end, The scope  

The Need for Reconciliation 

V21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds  

• Because of our sin, we are shut out, estranged from God 

• God and man are not neutral but rather enemies (Rom 5:10) 

The instrument/means of Reconciliation 

V20 And through him to reconcile (Jesus is the instrument for reconciliation) 

• Only the God-Man Jesus Christ could bring reconciliation (fully God v19 in him all the 
fullness of God & fully man v22 in his body of flesh)  

• Means: V20 making peace by the blood of his cross & V22 (v21 you) he has now 
reconciled in his body of flesh by his death  

The Accomplishment of Reconciliation 

In Christ (Life, death, burial, resurrection), our sins are paid for & we are clothed in His 
righteousness, “v22 in order to present you holy, blameless & above reproach  before him.”   

• This is our position if we are “in Christ” –Holy, blameless, & above reproach 

• The reconciliation and peace with God through the blood/death of Jesus Christ is not a 
matter of subjective feelings, but objective fact 

The Scope  

V20 And through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 
making peace by the blood of his cross (In the “fullness of time” Eph 1:10) 
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V23  
If indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from 

the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all 

creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.  

• Some believe that Paul is teaching in v23 that you can lose your salvation 

• Scripture clearly teaches that we are saved by grace through faith “by 

grace you have been saved through faith” Ephesians 2:8 

• Scripture clearly teaches that those who are saved will have persevering 

faith (continuing faith)  

– Matthew 24:13 But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 

– But does our verse (or the Bible) teach that you can lose your 

salvation? 

If : The word “if” is a first class condition (simple condition)-assumes that 

the premise is true (Paul’s construction assumes that the condition is true) 

• This construction alone shows that Paul is not saying you can lose your 

salvation (v22…”since indeed you continue in the faith”) 
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If indeed you continue in the faith 
Continue in the faith: 3 Modifiers (stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope 
of the gospel) are all in the passive mood (subject is recipient of action) 

• Who then makes those who are reconciled to God stable, steadfast and not 
shifting from the gospel? Jesus Christ  

• Paul assumes those who are reconciled will continue (“if” first class condition), 
and in further describing their continuation in the faith, he shows they are acted 
upon (Passive) in their stability, steadfastness, and unshifting hope) 

• This does not remove our responsibility to persevere in the faith, it just assures 
us that we will persevere.  

• The warning of Scripture to persevere in the faith is true, but persevering in the 
faith does not save us, it just proves that we are saved (with genuine saving 
faith).  

– In other words, Jesus doesn’t say “I reconciled you, now you persevere so 
you can be saved”, but rather “I reconciled you, and the evidence you have 
been reconciled is you will persevere.”  

– I would argue Paul is assuming those who have been reconciled (v22) will 
persevere (v23). He is showing genuine saving faith always perseveres, not 
that you can lose your salvation.  

If the immediate context isn’t clear enough, we must allow Scripture (larger 
context) to interpret Scripture  8 



What does Scripture say about Perseverance?  
Will there be people who make claims of salvation, have a knowledge of truth, 
profess to be believers, but in the end are not truly saved? Yes 

• Did they lose their salvation, or where they never truly saved?  

 

Matthew 7:21-23 Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
22On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, 
and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 
23And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers 
of lawlessness.’ 

 

Matthew 13:20-23 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who 
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21yet he has no root in 
himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on 
account of the word, immediately he falls away. 22As for what was sown among 
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the 
deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23As for what was 
sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He 
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 
another thirty.” 

 
9 



What does Scripture say about Perseverance?  
Will there be people who make claims of salvation, have a knowledge of truth, 
profess to be believers, but in the end are not truly saved? Yes 

• Did they lose their salvation, or where they never truly saved?  

 

James 2:14, 17 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does 
not have works? Can that faith save him? 17 So also faith by itself, if it does not 
have works, is dead. (Living faith (from new birth) vs dead faith (human ascent)) 

 

1 John 2:19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of 
us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become 
plain that they all are not of us.  

 

John 8:31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, 
you are truly my disciples” (If you do not abide in His word, you are not his 
disciples)  

 

All these text teach the same truth: The evidence you have genuine saving faith, the 
evidence you are truly in Christ, the evidence you are truly reconciled to Christ is 
your continuing (persevering) in the faith (Word)  
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What does Scripture say about Perseverance?  
1 Peter 1:3-5 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According 
to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who by God’s power are being 
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

 

Romans 8:28-30 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those 
who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29For those God 
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30And those he 
predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, 
he also glorified. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace 
toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, 
though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 

 

Christianity: Substitutionary Atonement, Justification, Reconciliation, 
Redemption,  Regeneration, Adoption, Sanctification, Glorification (Perseverance) 
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What does Scripture say about Perseverance?  
If indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from 
the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all 
creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.  

• If you have genuine saving faith in Christ, you have been reconciled and 
by God’s grace, you will persevere (Continue in the faith)  

– He who reconciled you will firmly establish you in the gospel, 
unmovable, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard  

Which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven  

• There is only one gospel (Gal 1:6-9) which has been proclaimed to the 
world (not a respecter of persons)  

• This message of good news is worthy of proclamation  

And of which I, Paul, became a minister 

• We have all been summoned in the great commission (Matt 28:16-20) to 
go into all the world and make disciples  

• 2 Cor 5:20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God.  
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