
Mark 3 13-19  And He went up on the mountain and called to Him those He 

Himself wanted. And they came to Him. 14  Then He appointed twelve, that 

they might be with Him and that He might send them out to preach, 15  and to 

have power to heal sicknesses and to cast out demons: 16  Simon, to whom He 

gave the name Peter; 17  James the son of Zebedee and John the brother of 

James, to whom He gave the name Boanerges, that is, "Sons of Thunder"; 

18  Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of 

Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Cananite; 19  and Judas Iscariot, who also 

betrayed Him. And they went into a house. (NKJV)  

Last week we began to look at Simon Peter.  Hopefully we found some 

encouragement in the fact that even some of the most dynamic characters in 

scripture, even people who were with Christ, showed signs of the new self and the 

old self.  And the more dramatically we live, the quicker we get the rebuke and 

encouragement that we need. 

This morning and next week we are going to look more at Peter’s life. 

The first thing we will look at is the fact that Peter seemed never to be afraid to ask 

questions or answer questions.  To Peter, knowing the truth was more important 

than how he might appear to others. 

Look at this and imagine yourself in Peter’s setting.  Most of the time there is a 

crowd around, or at least the other disciples. 

 

Matthew 15:13  But Christ answered and said, "Every plant which My 

heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14  Let them alone. They 

are blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind leads the blind, both will fall 

into a ditch." 15  Then Peter answered and said to Him, "Explain this parable 

to us." 16  So Jesus said, "Are you also still without understanding? (NKJV) 

Peter didn’t get it.  He might have even thought he should, but he didn’t.  So he 

asked Christ to explain.  And look at what Christ said.  Are you still without 

understanding?  Are you still not getting these simple things? 

Now, if you were another disciple sitting nearby what would you have thought?  If 

you are like me you would probably think 2 things in rapid succession.  First, I 

sure am glad I didn’t ask that question.  And second, but I am glad that Peter asked 

it because I didn’t get it either. 

People like Peter make easy targets.  People who live boldly tend to expose their 

weaknesses and failures.  Small people can use that information, those failures, to 

put these bold people down so they can feel better about themselves.  It is always 

true that the people attempting to do the biggest things make the biggest mistakes.  

People doing the most do the most wrong.  Movers and shakers get moved and 

shaken. 



But how would the other disciples have fared without their leader Peter?  Think of 

all the questions that would not have been asked?  All of the life lessons that would 

not have been learned?  We should be wise when dealing with people like Peter.  

We should not try to get them to live to avoid embarrassment or to avoid mistakes 

or to avoid what people might say about them.  We should encourage them to live 

full out like Peter did.  We may be able to impart wisdom to help them along the 

way, but we should understand that these people are going to make great mistakes 

on their way to accomplishing great things.  Do we really think the other disciples 

were all wise and Peter was the only dense one?  I think we all know better.  It was 

just that Peter was the one most driven to get answers, driven to know the truth, 

and he cared about the truth, most of the time, more than he cared about his own 

comfort or what other people thought of him. 

There is an example for us to follow in this as well.  What help do we refuse to get 

because we don’t want to expose ourselves?  We don’t want others to know what 

we really are?  The problems we really have?  The failures we really do?  Peter is 

our example here as he puts it all out there.  And the truth batters him for it.  But at 

the end of the day, he is formed into a very useful disciple and leader. 

Let’s look at the next question- 

Luke 12:40  Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 

hour you do not expect." 41  Then Peter said to Him, "Lord, do You speak 

this parable only to us, or to all people?" (NKJV) 

Here again we see Peter being Peter, and the others gain the benefit as well. 

Next question- 

Matthew 18:21  Then Peter came to Him and said, "Lord, how often shall my 

brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?" 22  Jesus said 

to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. 

(NKJV)  

Isn’t this a question we face?  How do you live wisely, avoiding victimhood, yet 

still obedient to what Christ said?  And how often, when we study it out, do we 

find that we are simply thinking wrongly.  Here Peter asks the wrong question.  He 

is asking “how many times?”.  He may not have understood yet just how many 

times he needs forgiveness from God.  The question, like many of our questions, 

reveals his own misunderstanding of important things.  But his question allows the 

opportunity for him to learn the right answer, instead of clinging blindly to his 

misconceptions. 

Next question- 

Matthew 19:25  When His disciples heard it, they were greatly astonished, 

saying, "Who then can be saved?" 26  But Jesus looked at them and said to 

them, "With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible." 



27  Then Peter answered and said to Him, "See, we have left all and followed 

You. Therefore what shall we have?" (NKJV)  

Peter’s question is a good question.  But who would have had the courage to ask it?  

Would you?  Peter is essentially asking, “What is in it for me?”  What a selfish 

question we might think.  But really, who doesn’t think that way?  Whether we 

admit it or not, whether we are aware of it or not, we face every moment in life 

with an acute awareness of how something is likely to affect us personally.  The 

person who does not consider what is in his best interest is a fool.  

And the wonderful thing about scripture is that we are given the answer to these 

kinds of questions.  Christ does not rebuke Peter for voicing his self interest.  Look 

at the answer. 

Matthew 19:28  So Jesus said to them, "Assuredly I say to you, that in the 

regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who 

have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 

Israel. 29  And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 

mother or wife or children or lands, for My name's sake, shall receive a 

hundredfold, and inherit eternal life. 30  But many who are first will be last, 

and the last first. (NKJV)  

I remember talks with Mike where I would lay out my thinking about living for 

Christ, and Mike would often correct it.  He would point out that, while selfishness 

is an ever present evil, self interest is an assumed motivation all through scripture.  

It is assumed that a human should, and will pick a path that is in their best interest.  

And he always pointed out that following Christ is that path.  And it is the only 

path for the self interested person to choose.  Only Christ is the way, the truth and 

the life.  Only trusting in Him results in eternal life.  The only way to ensure an 

eternal blissful existence is to follow Christ. 

Scripture never tells us to suffer for suffering sake.  It always tells us that suffering 

is worthwhile because of the future reward.  Paul tells us in Corinthians that if the 

resurrection did not happen we are of all men most miserable.  If there is no life 

after this, there is no self interested motive.  And every Christian would be proven 

to be a fool.  But the Resurrection is true.  And every Christian is in the group of 

wise people.  They have maximized their self interest by following Christ.   

And how do we do it?  By living a life of love for God and for people.  And what 

does love require from us?  Self sacrifice.  And do we self sacrifice because we are 

victims?  No.  We do it because it is worth it.  Christ will make it all worth our 

while. 

“What is in it for me” is a valid question.  But you must be willing to accept the 

answer in the time frame that God gives it.  Will it maximize your pleasure on 

earth?  No it will not.  And those who say it will are confused or deceptive.  But it 



will give you an eternal reward that is worth anything that you may suffer.  It is 

worth it. 

Next question that Peter asks- 

Mark 11:20  Now in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree 

dried up from the roots. 21  And Peter, remembering, said to Him, "Rabbi, 

look! The fig tree which You cursed has withered away." (NKJV)  

This wasn’t really a question but it shows Peter’s willingness to bring a topic to the 

forefront.  He seems never afraid to do so. 

And the next question- 

John 21:20,21  Then Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved 

following, who also had leaned on His breast at the supper, and said, "Lord, 

who is the one who betrays You?" 21  Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus, "But 

Lord, what about this man?" 22  Jesus said to him, "If I will that he remain 

till I come, what is that to you? You follow Me."  

Peter had just been told how he would die.  Now he looks at John and asks how he 

will die.  And at this point Jesus tells him that it is none of his business.  We find 

that, with Peter and ourselves, some questions will get us an answer, some 

questions will get us a rebuke or a correction, and some questions we are told 

are none of our business.  But each of those questions reflect who we really are 

and each response is informative. 

Now we are done with the questions.  Now let’s take a look at the ways that Peter 

initiated things.  Peter was by no means a placid person.  He was a mover and 

shaker.  Others may have been content to sit back and observe.  Peter was not.  We 

see that Peter had natural leadership qualities.  Those were not useful to the 

kingdom of God until Peter was changed by the school of Jesus.  But we can see 

some traits that existed in Peter that cannot be trained into a person.  They are born 

into a person. 

Peter initiates things 

Matthew 16:13  When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He 

asked His disciples, saying, "Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?" 

14  So they said, "Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others 

Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 15  He said to them, "But who do you say 

that I am?" 16  Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son 

of the living God." 17  Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are you, 

Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My 

Father who is in heaven. 18  And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on 

this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail 

against it. 19  And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 

whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 



on earth will be loosed in heaven." 20  Then He commanded His disciples that 

they should tell no one that He was Jesus the Christ. (NKJV)  

This is interesting.  The first is a question about public opinion.  It was a question 

in the world of ideas.  It was kind of a mundane question.  It is like a poll.  What is 

being said about me by the masses? 

We don’t see that Peter was mentioned in giving an opinion there.  Peter didn’t 

seem to be much that kind of a person.  He lived in the practical world.  He was a 

do-er.  He probably lost interest quickly when a conversation got into the 

theoretical world. 

But look what happens next.  The question changes to a question of conviction, a 

question of belief, a question of loyalty.  Now Christ is speaking Peter’s language.     

" 16  Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the 

living God." 

There seems to be no hesitation here.  Peter responded before anyone else had a 

chance.  Peter conveys his most sincere conviction.  Christ is the Lord.  He doesn’t 

go into great depth.  He is concise and accurate.  Paul may have given a paragraph 

here.  Peter gives a slogan.  Jesus is the Messiah, the Christ.  And more than that 

He is part of the God head. 

 17  Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for 

flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 

18  And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My 

church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 19  And I will give 

you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will 

be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven." 
Look at Christ’s response carefully.  Why could Jesus be so complementary of 

Peter’s response?  Why, because the answer didn’t originate with Peter.  It 

originated with the work of the Holy Spirit in Peter’s life.  The Father had 

conveyed that information to Peter.  There is no affirmation of Peter’s great 

thinking.  No affirmation of Peter’s wonderful choice.  As always, salvation is 

about God’s choosing, not ours.  Peter voices the right belief with conviction, but 

Christ can tell Peter he is blessed because that belief was planted in Peter’s soul by 

the Eternal Gardener.  Jesus is essentially saying to Peter that you are blessed 

because this is not something you could figure out and say.  A miracle has 

happened to you and that is the greatest blessing that could be imagined. 

And Christ calls Simon the rock here.  And it is on this message that turned Simon 

into Peter, this message of the gospel, that Christ will build his church.  It is on that 

supernatural miracle when a person believes that Jesus is Christ, the Son of God, 

that the Church of Christ will grow. 



And when that message is preached clear to the gates of Hell, the gates of Hell will 

not withstand it.  Countless of the devil’s own will hear this message and be 

pierced to the soul.  And they will call upon Christ for their salvation.  

And as you carry out this blessed work of spreading this gospel, you will be 

granting people access to the kingdom of God.  The work that you do will carry 

with it the authority of God to pronounce the people who are joined with God or to 

pronounce their separation from Him based on their response to the Gospel. 

You can imagine Peter’s surprise.  First, his answer received overwhelming 

affirmation.  Peter rarely got this from Christ.  Very few did. 

Second, he was probably surprised to find out he didn’t figure this out.  This was 

an example of a miracle.  Peter probably thought, like most of us do when we 

come to Christ, that we are just naturally smart about this topic. 

Third, this belief will change his identity.  It will take him from being Simon to 

being Peter.   

Fourth, this declaration is what the whole kingdom of God is based on.  It is that 

big of a deal.  It is the foundation of the kingdom of God. 

And fifth, this gospel message is going to be the determining factor of who is 

joined to God and who is loosed from God. 

I am sure that is way more than Peter bargained for when he put forth his answer. 

So this is another example of Peter initiating things.  Now we might think that all 

will be smooth sailing for Peter from here on.  He hit a home run with that answer.  

He got a glowing affirmation.   

But no.  Peter isn’t always speaking just things that have been revealed to him by 

God.  There are other sources providing information and they, too, need to be 

discerned. 

We continue in the same text. 

Matthew 16:21  From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He 

must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief 

priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day. 22  Then Peter 

took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, "Far be it from You, Lord; 

this shall not happen to You!" 23  But He turned and said to Peter, "Get 

behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the 

things of God, but the things of men." (NKJV)  

I bet Peter is just as surprised by the intensity of this negative response as he was 

by the intensity of the last positive response. 

Here is Peter the human, Peter the friend, Peter the coach.  And he is taking His 

friend Jesus aside to encourage him.  He is probably trying to cheer Him up and to 

make him stop being so pessimistic.  Things are better than they appear, he is 

probably saying.  He might even be saying, scripture says you will do great things 

and you can’t do them if you are dead.  “It is not as bad as you think it is”, he may 



have said.  These would all be well meaning responses.  But well-meaning or not, 

they are wrong. 

He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to 

Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men." 

Wow, that had to really hurt.  But often that is what truth does to us.  It hurts.  But 

the hurt changes us.  We make sure not to make that same mistake again. 

Peter would have done better to be asking questions at this point.  Any time we 

think to correct God, we are going to have hard times on our hands. 

Christ refers to Peter as Satan.  Satan lives in complete rebellion to God.  He wants 

Christ’s mission to fail.  And if Christ were to listen to Peter’s advice, He would be 

achieving Satan’s ends.  So Peter, while trusting his seemer, trusting his human 

impulses and motivations, trusting his human compassion, ends up representing the 

enemies goals. 

And look what he says.   

for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men 
Essentially, Peter evaluated wrongly and responded wrongly because he was 

thinking wrongly.  He was thinking about things the way they appear as opposed to 

what God says about them.  He had let man’s “shoulds” to replace God’s 

“should’s”.   

You should be happy.  Good should win the day.  The righteous should prosper.  

The wicked should be punished.  Life should be the way you want it.   

We all know those shoulds.  They are the ones that make us miserable.  My spouse 

should be nicer to me.  My spouse should appreciate me more.  My friends should 

minister to me better.  My kids should behave better.  And on and on. 

We have got to be incessantly thinking the things of God.  We have got to train 

our minds to think what God says rather than what we selfishly want.  We must be 

mindful of the things of God rather than the things of man if we want to further the 

kingdom of God rather than the world system.  Our thinking must be God centered 

rather than man centered.  We must trust what God says instead of what we feel or 

think.   

Peter intended to put Christ in his place.  If you would have asked Peter about what 

he was doing he would have thought he was doing a good thing, something that 

was needed.  I think we can learn something from this.  If we think we need to put 

a person in their place, first we should ask, what does God say their place is?  And 

second, what does God say about how to help them get into their place?  Again, 

true spirituality works itself out in the most mundane things in life.  It is our 

spouses, our kids, our parents and our fellow believers that we will display our true 

spirituality in.  Will we be mindful of the things of God in those places?  Or will 

we react like Peter, trusting our natural responses to carry out the will of God?  



Now, we have been talking about how Peter initiated things, both good and bad.  

Let’s look at another instance: 

Luke 22:49  When those around Him saw what was going to happen, they said 

to Him, "Lord, shall we strike with the sword?" 50  And one of them struck 

the servant of the high priest and cut off his right ear. 51  But Jesus answered 

and said, "Permit even this." And He touched his ear and healed him. (NKJV)   
We know from other gospels that the disciple who did this was Peter.  I have never 

really considered the real life circumstances of this event before.  At least I don’t 

remember doing so. 

Think about this.  You are camping out in a garden of olive trees.  And off in the 

distance you see torches.  And they keep getting closer.  Soon they are upon you 

and what you have are Judas, the chief priests, the captains of the temple, some 

elders, and probably 600 battle hardened Roman soldiers. 

Now it is helpful to understand that every citizen understood the barbarity of the 

Roman punishment to anyone who crossed them.  They had all seen crucifixions. 

They had seen the cruelty done to those determined to be enemies of Rome.  So it 

would be quite natural to be very afraid when seeing a force like this approaching.     

We need to consider this when we see what happens next.  Some of the disciples 

are asking if they should fight.  Peter doesn’t bother to wait for an answer.  His 

natural loyalty instincts kick in.  Peter pulls his sword and goes for the first neck he 

can reach.  But the intended victim dodges and Peter cuts off his ear. 

John MacArthur points out that he was a fisherman after all, not a soldier. 

Now think about this.  One could easily ask, what was Peter thinking?  Did he 

really think he was going to be able to cut down 600 battle hardened Roman 

soldiers?  Surely he didn’t.  He was clearly showing his human love for Christ, his 

loyalty to Christ.  He was truly willing to die for Christ.   

As a human I would want that kind of friend.  I really admire this willingness to 

die for a friend.  But even in this, Peter’s natural responses were not going to 

accomplish the will of God.  Christ heals the wound, essentially removing the 

evidence of a crime on Peter’s part.  And he instructs Peter that he was not 

supposed to continue fighting. 

This had to be confusing and devastating to Peter.  Christ rejects what the best of 

human Peter could provide.  Peter was willing to fight to the death for Christ.  That 

is the best that human Peter could do for his friend Christ.  But Christ would not 

allow that.  His greatest gift was rejected.  His Master has been taken away.  And 

Peter is absolutely powerless to do what he does best- doing something.  Now 

what?  What is Peter supposed to do now? 

Brave Peter.  Loyal Peter.  Brash Peter.  Just like most examples, Peter reacted first 

and was corrected first. 



We can learn a lot from Peter.  We would do well to copy his zeal, his honesty in 

his questions and answers, and his response to rebuke.  Peter is revealed in the 

pages of scripture for exactly what he is.  What he is is addressed, sometimes very 

severely.  And we never see Peter quit.  He takes the rebukes from Christ, and he 

allows them to make a difference in His life.  He doesn’t whine.  He doesn’t 

scheme against Christ to get even.  He just goes on, better for having been 

corrected.   

The longer I live the more convinced I am that our willingness to hear truth and 

our willingness to accept it, no matter how difficult that is, is one of the 

unquestionable marks of a Christian.  I know a lot of nice unbelievers, but very few 

of them are willing to face their truest self, their truest evil, their truest flaws 

straightforwardly.  Maybe there are some who do so at some level.  But not when it 

goes into the spiritual realm. I know when a person is truly humbled by the bad 

news that prepares them for the gospel, when that really sinks in, when it truly 

grips his or her heart, there is an openness to truth that did not exist before that.  

And each stage of the Christian life is essentially expanding our knowledge on how 

bad we are and how good Christ is.   

Peter lived that lesson in blazing color for us.  We should all thank him when we 

see him in eternity.  He was real, with all his flaws for all of us to see.  We see him 

take blow after blow as truth revealed the real Peter, the flawed Peter, the fleshly 

Peter.  And we saw its effect on Peter.  He grew day after day, making different 

mistakes as he went.  Until finally Christ could trust Peter with the ministry Christ 

had for Peter. 

We do well to follow his example.  We would do well to leave our real selves 

exposed around those we trust.  We do well to ask our real questions, even if they 

show things about us that are not pretty.  And we do well to get our answers from 

God’s Word, answers that change how we see the world. 

And when we think that we, in our flesh, have something to contribute to God, we 

will learn like Peter that we are mistaken.  The best we can do is receive God’s 

grace with a grateful heart that is open to the Lordship of Christ in our lives.  We 

will then respond to the grace God grants us with obedience.  And ultimately we 

are only giving back to Christ what He has given to us, much like the Saints who 

cast their crowns at Christ’s feet, crowns that they were given by Christ. 

We will look at a few more examples of Peter’s quality of initiating things next 

week. 


