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I.       The Lord Knows When You Are in a Storm (vv. 22-24) 
 

Mark 6:46-48a (NKJV) “46 And when He had sent them away, He departed to the mountain to pray. 47 Now when evening 
came, the boat was in the middle of the sea; and He was alone on the land. 48 Then He saw them straining at rowing, for 
the wind was against them. “ 
 
Hebrews 7:25 (NKJV) “Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He 
always lives to make intercession for them.” 
 
Romans 8:34 (NKJV) “Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.” 
 
Luke 22:31-32 (NKJV) “31 And the Lord said, ‘Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as 
wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your 
brethren.’” 
 
 
“If you knew that Jesus was in the next room, praying for you, would it not give you new courage to endure the storm and 
do His will? Of course it would. He is not in the next room, but He is in heaven interceding for you. He sees your need, He 
knows your fears, and He is in control of the situation.”                                                                              —Warren Weirsbe 
 
 
 
Hebrews 12:6-8 (NKJV) “‘6 For whom the Lord loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives.’ 7 If you 
endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten? 8 But if you 
are without chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons.” 
 
Psalms 107:25 (NKJV)  “For He commands and raises the stormy wind, which lifts up the waves of the sea.” 
 
 
 
I walked a mile with Pleasure, 
She chatted all the way, 
But left me none the wiser 
For all she had to say. 
 
I walked a mile with Sorrow,  
And not a word said she. 
But oh, the things I learned from Sorrow 
When Sorrow walked with me. 

 —Unknown 
 
 

 
 II.     The Lord Is With You in the Storm (vv. 25-26) 
 

John 11:21 (NKJV) “Then Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.’” 
 



Isaiah 30:18 (NASB) “Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to you, and therefore He waits on high to have compassion 
on you. For the Lord is a God of justice; How blessed are all those who long for Him.” 
 
 
Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; 
The clouds ye so much dread 
Are big with mercy, and shall break 
In blessings on your head. 

—William Cowper 
 
 
 
Hebrews 13:5b (NKJV) “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 
 
Psalms 27:14 (NKJV) “Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart; wait, I say, on the Lord!” 

 
 
 
III.     The Lord Has a Purpose for the Storm (vv. 27-31) 
 

A. To Know His Person (v. 27) 
 

“Worry is fear that has unpacked its bags and signed a long-term lease. Worry never moves out of its own accord. It 
must be evicted.”                                                                                                                                       —John Ortberg 
 
Philippians 3:10a (AMP) “[For my determined purpose is] that I may know Him [that I may progressively become 
more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him, perceiving and recognizing and understanding the wonders of His 
Person more strongly and more clearly]…”   
 
Job 9:8 (NKJV) “He alone spreads out the heavens, and treads on the waves of the sea.” 
 
Ephesians 1:22 (NKJV) “And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church.” 

 
 

B. To Know His Power (vv. 28-31) 
 
 

Romans 12:1 (NKJV) “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.” 

 
 
 
 
IV.      The Lord Controls the Storm (vv. 32-33) 
 

Matthew 8:27 (NKJV) “So the men marveled, saying, ‘Who can this be, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?’” 
 
Matthew 14:33 (NKJV) “Then those who were in the boat came and worshiped Him, saying, ‘Truly You are the Son of 
God.’” 
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   You are not going to get through this life without going through storms – major storms. When I speak of 

storms, I am using literal storms as an illustration, a picture of trials, afflictions, troubles, tribulation, and 

suffering. Life is a lot like a sea voyage, and on your voyage you will (I promise you) encounter stormy 

seas. In Matthew 14, it was about 3:00 AM and Jesus’ disciples were in a storm, a major, life threatening 

storm. They were on the Sea of Galilee where because of the topography, a storm can come up quickly 

and catch people on the sea by surprise. Verse 24 says that they were “tossed by the waves”. One 

translation says “battered by the waves” (HCSB). In other words, this wasn’t a little inconvenience of a 

storm; it was a life threatening storm. These men, many of them seasoned fishermen who had made their 

living fishing from this sea, were filled with fear for their lives.  

   From this event, I want us to pull some comforting truths – “Four Things You Need to Know When 

Going through a Storm”. This message is primarily aimed at those who have been born again and have 

savingly believed on Jesus. However, I realize that there are some here who have never repented of your 

sin and savingly believed on Jesus Christ. You have never responded in childlike faith believing that 

when Jesus said on the cross, “It is finished”, He was referring to the payment of your sin. You have 

never yielded to His Lordship and trusted completely in Him and His finished work. For you, the storm 

you are going through may be designed to be a part of His sovereign work in your life to bring you to 

salvation which is ONLY in Christ. Learn how our God works through the storms of life. 

 

I.       The Lord Knows When You Are in a Storm (V22-24) 

   The storms of life never catch our Lord by surprise. He knows that you are in the storm and it is more 

than just a fact that He is aware of! While the disciples were in the midst of this storm, Jesus was up on 

the mountain to pray and in Mark’s account of this incident we learn something really important. Mark 

6:46-48a (NKJV) “
46 

And when He had sent them away, He departed to the mountain to pray. 
47 

Now 

when evening came, the boat was in the middle of the sea; and He was alone on the land. 
48 

Then He saw 

them straining at rowing, for the wind was against them.” It doesn’t tell us specifically that He was 

praying for His disciples, but I certainly think it is safe to assume that He was. When someone tells me or 

sends me a note that they are praying for me, it is so encouraging and moving, but what if Jesus had you 

on His prayer list? Hebrews 7:25 (NKJV) “Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who 

come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.” Romans 8:34 (NKJV) 

“Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right 

hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.” If you are a child of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 

you are on Jesus’ prayer list! Toward Jesus last days before the cross, He gave some encouragement to 

Peter whom Jesus knew would deny Him. Luke 22:31-32 (NKJV) “
31 

And the Lord said, ‘Simon, Simon! 

Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat. 
32 

But I have prayed for you, that your 

faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren.’" In those day’s 

following Peter’s denial of Christ, those words were no doubt brought back to Him. He must have taken 

comfort remembering, “The Lord knew that I was going to fall and He prayed for me. He said that He 

wasn’t through with me.” I was blessed by what Warren Weirsbe said, “If you knew that Jesus was in the 

next room, praying for you, would it not give you new courage to endure the storm and do His will? Of 

course it would. He is not in the next room, but He is in heaven interceding for you. He sees your need, 

He knows your fears, and He is in control of the situation” [Warren Weirsbe, “Be Loyal”, Page 97]. When 

the storms of life come, take comfort in the fact that He knows where you are and He is interceding for 

you. 

   Notice carefully the words in verse 22, “Jesus made His disciples get into the boat”. They went into this 

trial, this storm following the direction of the Lord. Let me take a timeout here to point out that there are 



two types of storms that Christians face: 1) Storms for our correction – Many times when there is an area 

of disobedience or rebellion the Lord will engineer or allow a trial for us to bring us to a place of 

repentance and confession. Technically, these storms are not for punishment (Jesus has paid our 

punishment); they are discipline designed for our correction. Hebrews 12:6-8 (NKJV) “‘
6 

For whom the 

Lord loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives.’ 
7 

If you endure chastening, God deals 

with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten? 
8 

But if you are without 

chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons.” I never cease to 

be amazed at the lightness with which some professing Christians take their backsliding, their coldness, 

their disobedience against the Lord. He does not overlook excused sin in the life of His children! 2) Some 

storms are for our perfection, our sanctification, our growth in spiritual maturity. Sometimes our Lord 

allows us to go through a trial or storm not because of disobedience or rebellion in our life, but because 

the storm will mature us and accelerate our growth in Christ-likeness. This trial, this storm was one for 

perfection because they went into the storm at the command of Christ. It was their obedience that brought 

them into the storm. We have some really faulty presuppositions in the Christian life. One presupposition 

that many if not most Christians have is, “If I obey the Lord and walk in yieldedness to Him, there won’t 

be any storms.” Given this presupposition, we come to the false conclusion, “If I am going through a 

storm, it is because I have some area of sin even though I don’t know what it is.” That is a devastating 

error.  

   These disciples were simply obeying the Lord when they walked right into the middle of a huge life 

threatening storm. Where was Jesus? They were in this mess because they were obeying Him. Didn’t He 

know that they were about to die? Yes, He knew. He had engineered this storm! Psalms 107:25 (NKJV) 

“For He commands and raises the stormy wind, which lifts up the waves of the sea.” There were some 

things these disciples needed to learn about the Lord that they would never have learned had it not been 

for the storm. You may be in the middle of a trial, a storm right now and it seems that your ship is 

sinking. It may be trouble in your marriage, a physical situation with you or a loved one, a financial crisis, 

or a dilemma at work that threatens to ruin what you have spent years to build. First, we do need to 

examine our hearts to make sure that this storm is not for correction. Is there something that the Holy 

Spirit has convicted you of and you have not obeyed? Is there something you need to repent of and 

confess and forsake? If so, don’t waste this storm and make it necessary for the Lord to send something 

even more painful. It may be that this storm has been allowed by the Lord, not to bring you to repentance, 

but to bring you to a place of total dependence on Him. It may be that you will grow in Christ-likeness 

through this storm in ways that would never have happened had life gone smooth. An unknown poet 

wrote these insightful words: 

I walked a mile with pleasure, 

She chatted all the way, 

But left me none the wiser 

For all she had to say. 

 

I walked a mile with sorrow,  

And not a word said she. 

But oh, the things I learned from sorrow 

When sorrow walked with me. 

             - Unknown [Quoted in Adrian Rogers, “Believe in Miracles, But Trust in Christ”, Page 129] 

   Jesus knew their plight. He engineered it! You can be assured that as the old song says, “His eye is on 

the sparrow, and I know He watches me.” 

 

II.      The Lord Is with You in the Storm (V25-26) 

   It was now just before dawn. The weary disciples had been rowing for 7-9 hours and the situation 

looked hopeless. It was at their lowest point that Jesus came to them. Let me make it clear that this was a 

genuine miracle. Don’t listen to anyone who tries to spiritualize it and explain it away. The one who 



created the law of gravity temporarily suspended it (He has that right and ability). When He came to them 

walking on the water, instead of shouting “Hallelujah, the Lord is here”, they were petrified! They 

thought it was a ghost or an apparition. Likely, they thought it was a sign they were about to die. Why did 

Jesus wait so long? Why is He delaying in your situation? I have the answer. It is because His timing is 

perfect even when we can’t understand it. Sometimes He delays to bring us to a deeper level of 

brokenness and dependence. Sometimes it is to allow the situation to get even worse so that His power is 

even more evident. I don’t know His reasons, but I know that He has His reasons and that His ways and 

His timing are perfect. I know that He delayed in coming when his friend Lazarus was sick. He could 

have gotten there earlier; He could have healed him from a distance; He for what seemed like no good 

reason just delayed and Lazarus died. When Lazarus’ sister Martha saw Jesus she said in John 11:21 

(NKJV) “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.” But here is what I know: 

Thousands saw a loved one healed, but Martha saw a resurrection as Jesus called Lazarus forth from the 

grave! Isaiah 30:18 (NASB) “Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to you, and therefore He waits on 

high to have compassion on you. For the Lord is a God of justice; how blessed are all those who long for 

Him.”  

   William Cowper (pronounced “Cooper”) was a poet who was a friend of John Newton (who wrote 

“Amazing Grace”) in the late 1700’s. Cowper was in and out of insane asylums and was constantly 

dogged by a depression that was almost incomprehensible. Yet, he was used of God to leave to the church 

some of the most blessed songs that we have. This man who was no stranger to terror and the storms of 

life wrote these words that have encouraged so many: 

 Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; 

The clouds ye so much dread 

Are big with mercy, and shall break 

In blessings on your head. 

- William Cowper 

   When you can’t sense His presence, you know by faith that He is there. He promised in Hebrews 13:5b 

(NKJV) "I will never leave you nor forsake you." Psalms 27:14 (NKJV) “Wait on the Lord; be of good 

courage, and He shall strengthen your heart; wait, I say, on the Lord!” Oh what great truths to meditate on 

and hold on to when you are in the middle of a storm! 

   Take comfort that the Lord knows that you are in a storm and the Lord is with you in the storm even 

when you can’t see Him. 

 

III.     The Lord Has a Purpose for the Storm (V27-31) 

  We’ve already touched on His purpose, but let’s go a little deeper. In the midst of their fear, they hear 

His voice. The words “Be of good cheer” (V27) can better be translated “Have courage”. In the midst of 

life’s storms, nothing gives us courage like hearing His voice. Today, we primarily hear His voice as His 

Spirit within applies the written word to our life. There are two things that Jesus wanted His disciples to 

know. 

A.   To Know His Person (V27) 

   Verse 27 literally says, “Take courage, I Am; do not be afraid”. “I Am” is the translation of “Jehovah”, 

the covenant and most sacred name of God. Jehovah means “the God who is” or “I Am”. Yesterday, He 

was “I Am”; today, He is “I Am”; tomorrow He will be “I Am”. Jesus is the eternal “I Am” who comes to 

you in the middle of your storms. We really come to know Him when we experience His presence in the 

midst of life’s storms. In the midst of storms, our greatest temptation is to give in to fear. Really, worry is 

a form of fear. One man said, “Worry is fear that has unpacked its bags and signed a long term lease. 

Worry never moves out of its own accord. It must be evicted.” [John Ortberg]. The way we evict fear and 

worry is set our minds on the great “I Am”, to come to know Him more deeply and intimately and trust 

Him more completely. That is why even toward the end of his life, the Apostle Paul voiced the deepest 

desire of his heart in Philippians 3:10a (AMP) “[For my determined purpose is] that I may know Him 

[that I may progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him, perceiving and 



recognizing and understanding the wonders of His Person more strongly and more clearly…” I submit to 

you that this knowledge, experiential knowledge of Jesus Christ doesn’t normally deepen in times when 

we are comfortable and all is going smoothly. This knowing Him that chases away fear and worry comes 

when we see Him in the storms of life.  

   Why did Jesus come to them walking on the water? It wasn’t theatrics. There was a purpose and it was 

tied in to the disciples coming to know Him more deeply and intimately. Job 9:8 (NKJV) “He alone 

spreads out the heavens, and treads on the waves of the sea”. Jesus wanted them to know Him as the one 

who is greater than their storms. What was it that the disciples feared? It was having those waves close in 

over their head. When Jesus came to them walking on the water, He was giving them a visual lesson on 

who He was. What they feared would be over their heads was under His feet! That storm that you fear 

will drown you is under His feet. Ephesians 1:22 (NKJV) “And He put all things under His feet, and 

gave Him to be head over all things to the church”. He is the eternal I AM made flesh and He is the one 

who comes in the midst of the storms.  

B.   To Know His Power (28-31) 

   You have to love Peter. He all too often gets ridiculed for His faith lapse, but at least he walked on the 

water! That’s more than the other disciples could say! Peter’s faith (as weak as it was) was in the power of 

the Lord and in His command. Jesus said to Peter in verse 29, “come”. Peter stepped out of the boat in 

obedience to that command trusting in the power of Christ. He began to walk on the water. What was 

beneath Jesus’ feet was beneath Peter’s feet. The storm did not cease, but he was walking in victory over 

the storm. There is a real picture here of the three ingredients of genuine faith that we have talked about 

so much. It involves knowledge (Jesus was the great I AM in human flesh). It involves assent to facts 

(Peter believed Jesus could give him the ability to walk on the water). It involved trust (Peter got out of 

the boat). Peter learned by experience that the will of God will never take you where the power of God 

cannot sustain you. Peter’s only requirement to keep on walking on the water was to keep his eyes on 

Jesus and keep trusting Him. When he got his eyes on his circumstances (the storm), he began to sink. It 

still wasn’t a total faith failure because he cried out to Jesus the only one who could really help him even 

as he sank. It was the shortest prayer in the Bible – “Lord, save me”. Spurgeon points out that Peter was 

nearer to Jesus in his sinking than when he was walking on the water. Jesus took hold of him with His 

hand!  

   Man’s idea of “safety” is an illusion. Man’s idea of safety is a life without risk, but even in the boat 

there is risk. Some listening to this message have a fear of surrendering completely to Jesus for fear of 

what He would tell you to do. You would rather stay in the shelter of your little seemingly safe life where 

you can handle most things, where there is seemingly no risk. If you genuinely know the Lord, He will 

send a storm in your life and your little boat will begin to break apart and the only reasonable thing to do 

is get out of the boat and head for Jesus. That is reasonable. Romans 12:1 (NKJV) “I beseech you 

therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 

to God, which is your reasonable service.” Your little nest that you have created to keep you safe is not 

safe at all. Job said in Job 29:18 (NKJV) "Then I said, 'I shall die in my nest, and multiply my days as the 

sand.” God stirred up Job’s nest! He really stirred it up! Maybe the storm you are now experiencing is a 

storm from God to get you out of the false safety of the boat to walk to Him on the water!  

   Take comfort when the storms of life come that the Lord knows you are in a storm; the Lord is with you 

in the storm, and the Lord has a purpose in the storm – that you may know His person and that you may 

know His power. 

 

IV.      The Lord Controls the Storm (V32-33) 

   He was on time and the storm was quieted by his power. The response of the disciples was that they 

worshipped Him. You see the growth of His disciples in their response here compared to their response to 

his quieting the storm in Matthew 8:23-27. In that first storm they responded in Matthew 8:27 (NKJV) 

“So the men marveled, saying, ‘Who can this be, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?’" Now they 

respond in Matthew 14:33b (NKJV) “Truly You are the Son of God." Here is the main thing I want you 



to see: He brought them through the storm. Someone put it this way, “He never promised us smooth 

sailing, but He did promise us a safe landing.” As we see Him time after time take us through the storms, 

we become deep worshippers of the Son of God. The people who love Him most and worship Him best 

are those who have been with Him through the most storms.  

   As I have stated so many times before: You are either coming out of a storm, in the middle of a 

storm, or headed for a storm. Don’t forget these four things in the storm. 


