


Jesus is on a journey to complete 

His mission in Jerusalem 

 

Luke 9:51  “As the time approached for him to be 
taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out 
for Jerusalem.” 

 

Focused on the attraction and 

formation of disciples. 

 

Emphasis on the costly nature of 

what it means to be a         

follower of Christ. 

 



Luke 9:22-26  

 “And he said, ‘The Son of Man must suffer 
many things and be rejected by the elders, the 
chief priests and the teachers of the law, and he 
must be killed and on the third day be raised to 
life.’” 

v.23 – “Then he said to them all: ‘Whoever wants 
to be my disciple must deny themselves and 
take up their cross daily and follow me. For 
whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but 
whoever loses their life for me will save it. What 
good is it for someone to gain the whole world, 
and yet lose or forfeit their very self? Whoever 
is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of 
Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in 
his glory and in the glory of the Father and of 
the holy angels.’” 



Luke 9:46-48 

 “An argument started among the 

disciples as to which of them would be 

the greatest. Jesus, knowing their 

thoughts, took a little child and had him 

stand beside him. Then he said to them, 

‘Whoever welcomes this little child in my 

name welcomes me; and whoever 

welcomes me welcomes the one who 

sent me. For it is the one who is least 

among you all who is the greatest.’” 



Attraction of many followers… 

 

Luke 12:1 

 “Meanwhile, when a crowd of many 

thousands had gathered, so that they 

were trampling on one another,…” 

 

Luke 14:25 

 “Large crowds were traveling with 

Jesus…” 



Two shocking demands 

Luke 14:25-27 

  

 “Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, 
and turning to them he said:  

 1. “If anyone comes to me and does not 
hate father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters—yes, even their own 
life—such a person cannot be my 
disciple.”  

 2. “And whoever does not carry their cross 
and follow me cannot be my disciple.” 

 



Luke 14:29-33 

 
 

28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t 
you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you 
have enough money to complete it? For if you lay the 
foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who 
sees it will ridicule you, saying, ‘This person began to 
build and wasn’t able to finish.’” 

31 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against 
another king. Won’t he first sit down and consider 
whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose 
the one coming against him with twenty thousand? If 
he is not able, he will send a delegation while the 
other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of 
peace.” 

 

33  “In the same way, those of you who do not give up 
everything you have cannot be my disciples.” 

 



Luke 17:7-10 

7 “Suppose one of you has a servant plowing 
or looking after the sheep. Will he say to the 
servant when he comes in from the field, 
‘Come along now and sit down to eat’?  

8 Won’t he rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get 
yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and 
drink; after that you may eat and drink’?  

9 Will he thank the servant because he did 
what he was told to do?  

10 So you also, when you have done 
everything you were told to do, should say, 
‘We are unworthy servants; we have only 
done our duty.’” 

 





• “You save the humble but bring low those whose 

eyes are haughty” (Psalm 18:27).  

 

• “He guides the humble in what is right and teaches 

them His way” (Psalm 25:9).  

 

• “The Lord sustains the humble but casts the 

wicked to the ground” (Psalm 147:6).  

 

• “For the Lord takes delight in His people; He 

crowns the humble with salvation” (Psalm 149:4).  

 

• “He mocks proud mockers but gives grace to the 

humble” (Proverbs 3:34).  

 

• “The humble will rejoice in the Lord; the needy will 

rejoice in the Holy One of Israel” (Isaiah 29:19). 

 



• “God resists the proud and gives grace to 
the humble” (I Peter 5:5-6).  

• The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a 
broken and contrite heart, O God, you will 
not despise” (Psalm 51:17).  

• “For this is what the high and lofty One 
says, He who lives forever, whose name is 
holy: ‘I live in a high and holy place, but also 
with him who is contrite and lowly in 
spirit’” (Isaiah 57:15). 

• God said: “To this person will I look (with 
favor,) to him who is humble and contrite of 
spirit and who trembles at my word” (Isa. 
66:2). 

 



• This is the attitude of those who know that it 
is “by grace that you are saved—it is not of 
yourselves, not of works lest anyone should 
boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

• The prodigal son said, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and against you. I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son” (Luke 15:21).  

• This is poverty of spirit! It’s the conviction 
that comes before conversion.  

• This is the attitude of the meek person who, 
having recognized his poverty of spirit, is 
“amazed that God and men can think of him 
as well as they do and treat him as well as 
they do” (M. Lloyd-Jones). 

• Jesus gave the example in towel-girding, 
basin-carrying, foot-washing love (John 13). 

 





Prayer 

 “God, help us all to turn to You with broken 

and contrite hearts. Enable us to repent 

even of our repentance when we are subtly 

proud of ourselves for being repentant. Help 

us to serve You and one another in humility. 

Forgive us for the arrogance and 

selfishness that too often characterize our 

lives. Help us to be more like Jesus, the One 

Who loved us and gave Himself for us. Help 

us to never think that we have or are 

anything before you apart from our identity 

in the Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior.” 



Meditate on Jesus words 

  

 “I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat 
falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a 
single seed. But if it dies, it produces many 
seeds. The man who loves his life will lose it, 
while the man who hates his life in this world 
will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me 
must follow me; and where I am, my servant 
also will be. My Father will honor the one who 
serves me” (John 12:24-26). 

 


