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    Philippians 2:17-30 

17 Even if I am to be poured out as a drink 

offering upon the sacrificial offering of your 

faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18 

Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice 

with me. 19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send 

Timothy to you soon, so that I too may be 

cheered by news of you.  
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    Philippians 2:17-30 

20 For I have no one like him, who will be 

genuinely concerned for your welfare. 21 For 

they all seek their own interests, not those of 

Jesus Christ. 22 But you know Timothy's proven 

worth, how as a son with a father he has served 

with me in the gospel. 23 I hope therefore to send 

him just as soon as I see how it will go with me, 

24 and I trust in the Lord that shortly I myself 

will come also.  
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    Philippians 2:17-30 

25 I have thought it necessary to send to you 

Epaphroditus my brother and fellow worker and 

fellow soldier, and your messenger and minister 

to my need, 26 for he has been longing for you 

all and has been distressed because you heard 

that he was ill. 27 Indeed he was ill, near to 

death. But God had mercy on him, and not only 

on him but on me also, lest I should have sorrow 

upon sorrow.  
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    Philippians 2:17-30 

28 I am the more eager to send him, therefore, 

that you may rejoice at seeing him again, and 

that I may be less anxious. 29 So receive him in 

the Lord with all joy, and honor such men, 30 for 

he nearly died for the work of Christ, risking his 

life to complete what was lacking in your service 

to me. 
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Characteristics of a Life of Service  
V7 (Christ) made Himself nothing, taking the form of 
a servant….He humbled Himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  

 

If you are a Christian, you are a servant/slave of God 

–And one of the areas we most demonstrate this, 
is in the body of Christ (church) by serving one 
another  

 

Who are you serving in this church?   
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Joy in Service  
V17 Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the 
sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 
18 Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me.  

• Paul’s life is given to Christ and service to the church 

• 1:21 For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain 

• Paul does not begrudgingly lay down his life for the church 

• Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the 
sacrificial offering of your faith 

– I am glad and rejoice with you all  

• Our lives of service should be marked by joyful service  

– Not one of grumbling, questioning and begrudging service  

– In light of the gospel, how can we not serve in joy 

– “For the joy that was set before Him, He endured the cross” 
Hebrews 12:2 
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Genuine Concern in Service 
19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that I too may 

be cheered by news of you. 20 For I have no one like him, who will be 

genuinely concerned for your welfare. 21 For they all seek their own 

interests, not those of Jesus Christ.  

• Paul has genuine concern for the church “I too may be cheered by news 

of you”  

– In hearing about their welfare in Christ, Paul is cheered in the spirit 

– Remember this statement is made as Paul sits in prison (not 

complaining about “Why me” or “That’s not fair”) 

• Timothy-genuinely concerned for your welfare 

– Contrasted by those who “seek their own interests” 

– How do we determine if something is genuine?  

• Genuine concern has legs to it (1 John 3:18 Little children, let us 

not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth)  

• Is your concern/service genuine or word only?  
8 



Life of Service (Consistency/Proven)  
22 But you know Timothy's proven worth, how as a son with a father he has 

served with me in the gospel. 23 I hope therefore to send him just as soon as I see 

how it will go with me, 24 and I trust in the Lord that shortly I myself will come 

also.  

• Timothy’s proven worth: Tried, tested, and show to be a life of service  

– Christianity is not something we “do” it is a reality of who we “are” 

– The overflow of who we are in Christ, is a life of service (love)  

– A life of “not only looking out for my own interests, but also the interest 

of others”  

– Although this is the reality of who we are, we still must purpose in it as 

we strive to “be” who we “are” (Already but not yet)  

– Our service must define our lives  

• Timothy was clothed in humility:  

– He humbled himself under Paul “how as a son with a father he has served 

me in the gospel” 

– He is going to serve the church at Philippi  
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Impartial Service  
25 I have thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus my 

brother and fellow worker and fellow soldier, and your messenger 

and minister to my need,  

• As Paul describes Epaphroditus, we see he was a brother willing 

to service in any form and capacity, even when it was difficult  

– My brother-Personal/Relational (not transaction) 

– Fellow worker-Laborer (whatever Paul needed he did) 

– Fellows soldier-Even when the service was difficult, 

uncomfortable, and costly  

– Your messenger-He submitted to the local church (humility)  

– Your minister to my need-A good representation/testimony  

• Do we believe we are “too good” or “above that”?  
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Serving others in the midst of struggles  
26 for he has been longing for you all and has been distressed because 

you heard that he was ill. 27 Indeed he was ill, near to death. But God 

had mercy on him, and not only on him but on me also, lest I should 

have sorrow upon sorrow.  

• Epaphroditus was ill, near to death (Service will cost you)  

– What has your service to this body cost you? Hobbies, Comforts, 

Leisure 

• While he was struggling, his concern was not on himself but on the 

church again  

– He wasn’t grumbling and complaining but continued serving and 

wasn’t consumed with himself but more for the church  

– We need to take care of ourselves, but when our struggles bring 

us to a place of being so consumed with ourselves that we don’t 

serve others there is a problem  

– In the midst of struggles/trials, go serve others and get your mind 

off self  
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Produce a loving, caring body  
28 I am the more eager to send him, therefore, that you may rejoice at seeing him 

again, and that I may be less anxious. 29 So receive him in the Lord with all joy, 

and honor such men, 30 for he nearly died for the work of Christ, risking his life 

to complete what was lacking in your service to me. 

• Paul is in prison (the Church at Philippi is concerned for him) 

• Paul is in prison (and he is concerned about the church at Philippi) 

– Eager to send him…that you may rejoice at seeing him again and I may 

be less anxious 

• We should be thankful for God’s servants  

– Receive him in the Lord with all joy and honor such men  

 

We are all servants/slaves of the Lord Jesus Christ to our local body: 

Our service should be marked by: Joy, Genuine Concern, Consistency, 

Impartiality,  Despite our own struggles, producing a loving/caring body 

 

Are you fulfilling your responsibility?  

Our motivation must be found in the gospel  
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