
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

The Lord’s Day, October 15, 2017	
	

“…taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ…”	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

ORDER OF WORSHIP 	
	
	
	

Thank you for joining us this morning! At Christ the King, our 
worship is a divine-human dialogue, in accordance with Scriptural 
example and precedent, alternatively hearing God’s Word	
and responding in prayer, song, or meditation. The gray boxes 
throughout the bulletin were written to aid each worshipper in 
thoughtful and meaningful participation in this dialogue. Please 
prepare your heart by reading through the bulletin, praying for 
those leading and worshipping around you, and silencing all 
communication devices.	

	
We encourage parents to involve children as soon as possible 
in the worship service. In consideration of other worshippers, 
we request parents with children not yet ready for unobtrusive	
participation in worship to utilize the nursery or, if necessary, the 
cry room. A nursery is available for children ages 3 months to 3 
years during all Sunday morning activities.	

	
* Indicates congregational standing	

	
	
	

W e A p p ro A ch  the  L ord 	
	

Prelude	
	

Call to Worship	



	
	
	
	

Zion is a metaphor for the dwelling place of God, the Mount on 
which the Temple, the place of God’s presence with His covenant 
people, was built. These Old Testament images are fulfilled in the 
Church, which is now God’s courts, His house, His Temple. We 
rejoice at the privilege of having been chosen and brought near	
to God to “dwell in His courts, (the Church),” and we eagerly 
anticipate being “satisfied with the goodness of [His] house,” as 
we draw near in formal worship today.	

	
Psalm 65:1-4 ESV 

Leader:	
1 Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion,	

and to you shall vows be performed. 
2 O you who hear prayer,	

to you shall all flesh come. 

Congregation:	

3 When iniquities prevail against me, 
you atone for our transgressions.	

4 Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, 
to dwell in your courts!	
We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, 
the holiness of your temple!	

	
Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 

* Hymn of Praise	
	

As our Quote of the Day makes clear, the Church is the Kingdom 
of Christ, and so as we proclaim our love for it we declare our love 
for the Savior and His supremacy.	

	
“I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” (Trinity Hymnal #353)	



	
	
	

W e A cknoWLedge  o ur S in	
	
	

Is there an application of this law for us today, seeing that the 
Temple in Jerusalem, to which it refers, is no more? Yes, because the 
Church is the New Testament fulfillment of the Temple (Ephesians	
2:17-22; I Peter 2:4-8), and we violate this law whenever we neglect 
the Church or imagine that we can do without it.	

	
Deuteronomy 12:2-14 ESV	
2 You shall surely destroy all the places where the nations whom you 
shall dispossess served their gods, on the high mountains and on the 
hills and under every green tree. 3 You shall tear down their altars 
and dash in pieces their pillars and burn their Asherim with fire. You 
shall chop down the carved images of their gods and destroy their	
name out of that place. 4 You shall not worship the Lord your God in 
that way. 5 But you shall seek the place that the Lord your God will 
choose out of all your tribes to put his name and make his habita- 
tion there. There you shall go, 6 and there you shall bring your burnt 
offerings and your sacrifices, your tithes and the contribution that you 
present, your vow offerings, your freewill offerings, and the firstborn 
of your herd and of your flock. 7 And there you shall eat before the 
Lord your God, and you shall rejoice, you and your households, in all 
that you undertake, in which the Lord your God has blessed you.	
8 “You shall not do according to all that we are doing here today, ev- 
eryone doing whatever is right in his own eyes, 9 for you have not as 
yet come to the rest and to the inheritance that the Lord your God 
is giving you. 10 But when you go over the Jordan and live in the land 
that the Lord your God is giving you to inherit, and when he gives 
you rest from all your enemies around, so that you live in safety, 11 

then to the place that the Lord your God will choose, to make his 
name dwell there, there you shall bring all that I command you: your 
burnt offerings and your sacrifices, your tithes and the contribution 
that you present, and all your finest vow offerings that you vow to	
the Lord. 12 And you shall rejoice before the Lord your God, you and 
your sons and your daughters, your male servants and your female 
servants, and the Levite that is within your towns, since he has no 
portion or inheritance with you. 13 Take care that you do not offer 
your burnt offerings at any place that you see, 14 but at the place that 
the Lord will choose in one of your tribes, there you shall offer your 
burnt offerings, and there you shall do all that I am commanding you.	

* Reading from the Law	



	
	
	

Silent Confession of Sin 

Corporate Confession of Sin	
	

Our lack of commitment to the Church is reflected in our failure 
to love its people. This we emphasize in this week’s corporate 
confession.	

	
Oh Covenant Lord, who has called out a people for your very own, 
loved them and given yourself for them, and lavished upon them the 
abundant gifts of your grace, we confess our self-centered failure to 
love our neighbors as ourselves, thereby expressing our lack of love 
to you, our Creator. But today we especially lament our sin in failing 
in our even greater responsibility to love our covenant brothers and 
sisters, fellow members of Christ’s body, the Church.We have hated 
some of them in our minds, thus murdering them in our hearts.We 
have gossiped, slandered, and stolen from them.We have cast unfair	
aspersions on them so as to place ourselves in the best light.We have 
sacrificed their reputations in order to make a name for ourselves. 
We have committed adultery in our hearts with their spouses, and 
coveted their possessions and talents.We have envied their prosperity 
and delighted in their adversity.We have utterly failed to support 
them, enhance their material and spiritual good, sacrificially meet	
their needs, and encourage them in their trials.All this we have done 
because we have in our hearts the seeds of constant sin and rebellion, 
and deserve your wrath and curse. But oh our God, we despise these 
our sins, and repent once again of them, seeking the grace freely given 
to us in your Son, who gave His life to redeem us and all these, whom 
we have failed to love as He did, from our sins and their ultimate 
penalty. Grant us forgiveness we pray, not because we have earned it, 
but because of your steadfast love. For the sake of your great Name, 
give us the grace we need, according to the power that you work in 
us, your people, to demonstrate your beauty to a watching world as 
we renew and express in deeds of love and mercy our commitment	
to each other, and through it our love and commitment to you, that 
all may know that you alone are Lord of Heaven and earth, through 
Jesus Christ our Savior.Amen.	



	
	
	

We rejoice in the ASSurAnce of forgiveneSS	
Assurance of Pardoning Grace	

	
To come to Mount Zion and the heavenly Jerusalem is to come to 
salvation, and to come to salvation is to come to the Church.	

	
Hebrews 12:18-24 ESV	
18 For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire 
and darkness and gloom and a tempest 19 and the sound of a trum- 
pet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further 
messages be spoken to them. 20 For they could not endure the 
order that was given, “If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall 
be stoned.” 21 Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I 
tremble with fear.” 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable	
angels in festal gathering, 23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who 
are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits 
of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new 
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than 
the blood of Abel.	

* Hymn of Assurance	
	

We celebrate in this magnificent hymn, which draws its imagery 
from both the story of Israel’s wilderness wanderings and John’s 
vision of the heavenly Jerusalem in Revelation, the salvation of 
which our participation in Zion, the City of the Living God, has 
made us partakers. Make the final verse your manifesto to a 
corrupt world our Savior is determined to redeem through us.	

	
	

“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” (Trinity Hymnal #345)	
We prAy for eAch other	

	
Prayers of Intercession		

(The minister will lead us in prayer, taking requests from individuals.)	



	
	
	

We heAr inStruction from the Lord	
	

Sermon	
“The Church: an Indispensable Factor for Missional Effectiveness” 
(Rev. Mike Biggs)	

	
* Acts 9:23-31 ESV		
23 When many days had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, 24 but 
their plot became known to Saul. They were watching the gates day 
and night in order to kill him, 25 but his disciples took him by night 
and let him down through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a 
basket. 26 And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join 
the disciples. And they were all afraid of him, for they did not believe 
that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to 
the apostles and declared to them how on the road he had seen the 
Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached 
boldly in the name of Jesus. 28 So he went in and out among them at 
Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 And he spoke 
and disputed against the Hellenists. But they were seeking to kill him. 
30 And when the brothers learned this, they brought him down to 
Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus. 31 So the church throughout all	
Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. And 
walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit,	
it multiplied. 

Leader:	
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Congregation:	
Thanks be to God!	

	
	

W e c o m m u n e  W i t h  o u r  L o r d 	
	

Communion Meditation 

Words of Institution 

Prayer of Consecration 

Confession of Faith	



	
	
	

The Apostles’ Creed		
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.	

	
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended 
into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.	

	
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. (*or universal)	

	
Distribution of Elements	

	
Because we believe that wine was used in the Last Supper and	
is thus more in accord with the fullness of symbolism intended by 
God in the Lord’s Supper, we offer wine and encourage those who 
take part in Communion to take this. For those with conscientious 
convictions against the use of wine, however, we offer the option 
of grape juice, which is contained in the inner circle of the	
communion trays. The cups containing wine are in the outer circles 
of the trays.	

	
“Highways in our Hearts - Psalm 84”		
1.	 How lovely your dwelling place, LORD of hosts!	

My soul longs and faints even for the LORD’s courts! 
My heart and my flesh to the living God sing!	
A sparrow will there find a home.	
A swallow a nest also has for herself,	
And there with your altars her young she has laid.		

2.	 My king and my God, LORD of Hosts, they are blessed	
Who dwell in your house; they will praise you again	 !	
And blessed is the man who finds his strength in you; 
In their heart there are highways. As they journey on, 
The Valley of Baca they make like a spring;	
It also is covered with blessings by rain.	



	
	
	

3.	 From strength unto strength they will walk, then appear	
Before God At Zion. O LORD, God of Hosts, 
Attend to my prayer; God of Jacob, give ear.	
O God see our shield; Your Messiah’s face view! 
Because just one day spent inside of your courts 
Is better by far than one thousand removed.		

4.	 To stand, O my God, at the door of your house,	
I’d choose over living in tents full of sin. 
Because the LORD God is a sun and a shield, 
The LORD will give glory and grace.	
From those walking rightly no good will refuse —	
O blessed is the man, LORD of hosts, who trusts in you!		
from Highways in our Hearts, released May 28, 2015 Lead vocalist: Esther Ellis		

“Together” (Trinity Hymnal #133)	
	
	

We Set ApArt A covenAnt officer to hiS Work 

in the Lord.	
	

Statement Regarding the Office of Deacon 

Taking of Vows by Officer and Congregation 

Prayer and Laying on of Hands	

Extension of the Right Hand of Fellowship 

Pronouncement of Ordination	

Charge to the New Officer	



	
	
	

We reSpond to the grAce of the Lord	
	

Offering Meditation	
	

Paul’s expectation certainly applies to the individual completion 
of the salvation begun in each one of his readers who had true 
faith, but his primary reference in these words is to the work of	
the gospel of the Kingdom, in which they had participated through 
their support of him, and which he expected God to bring to 
glorious completion in the redemption of the whole world. It is	
in this that we too become partners, as we give to the ministry 
of Christ’s Church, through which He is even now redeeming the 
world.	

	
Philippians 1:3-6 ESV	
3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every 
prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5 because of 
your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 And I 
am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it 
to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.	

	
Presentation of Offerings 

See Communion	
	

* Doxology (Trinity Hymnal #731)		
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below;	
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;	
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication	



	
	
	

We reSpond to the Word	
	
	

We sing, as we go back into the world today, of the glorious victory 
that is the Church’s destiny, because of her foundation, Christ, and 
because of God’s presence within her, a song which energizes our 
mission to this world.	

	
“The Church’s One Foundation”		
1.	 The church’s one foundation Is Jesus Christ her Lord,	

She is His new creation By water and the Word.	
From heaven He came and sought her To be His holy bride; 
With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died.		

2.	 Elect from every nation, Yet one over all the earth;	
Her charter of salvation, One Lord, one faith, one birth; 
One holy Name she blesses, Partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses, With every grace endued.	

	
3.	 Though with a scornful wonder Men see her sore oppressed,	

By schisms rent asunder, By heresies distressed,	
Yet saints their watch are keeping; Their cry goes up, “How long?” 
And soon the night of weeping Shall be the morn of song.		

4.	 The church shall never perish, Her dear Lord to defend	
To guide, sustain and cherish, Is with her to the end	
Though there be those that hate her, And false sons in her pale 
Against a foe or traitor, She ever shall prevail		

5.	 Mid toil and tribulation, And tumult of her war,	
She waits the consummation Of peace forevermore;	
’Til, with the vision glorious, Her longing eyes are blessed, 
And the great church victorious Shall be the church at rest.	

	
6.	 Yet she on earth hath union With God the Three in One,	

And mystic sweet communion With those whose rest is won. 
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we	
Like them, the meek and lowly, On high may dwell with Thee.		
©1996 Parson John Publishing (ASCAP). Words: Samuel Stone. Music: Brian Moss. CCL #2223976.	

	
Presentation of Special Cuba Offering 

Benediction	



	
	

VISION 	
	
	

Purpose (our reason for existence): to reverse the effects of rebellion 
against God (sin)	

	
Mission (what we are called to do): to build the Kingdom of God, by…		

· 	 adding people (incorporation)		
· 	 building people (edification)	

	
Core Values (our fundamental commitments):		

1.   Knowing truth from God (Scripture)		
2.   Being right with God (Justification)		
3.   Living life for God (Sanctification) 

Goals (what we seek to accomplish):	

1.   Worship—People experiencing and being attracted to and trained 
in the enjoyment of God	

	
2.   Fellowship—People displaying and enjoying genuinely loving and 

giving relationships/Christian community		
3.   Christian Education—People being confronted with and oriented to 

the whole truth of God	
	

4.   Outreach—People being drawn to the Church and trained to draw 
others		

5.   Mercy—People caring about and meeting the material needs of 
both non-Christians and other Christians	

	
How can you be a part of all this?	

  



	
	
	
	

SERMON NOTES 	
October 15, 2017	

	
	

“The Church: an Indispensable Factor for Missional Effectiveness” 
(Rev. Mike Biggs)	

	
Acts 9:23-31	

	
	
	

Introduction:	
	
	
	
	
	
	

How are Christians made effective through their relation to the Church?	
	

I.	 The effective Christian must appropriate his identification with the	
Church, vv. 26-28.	
A. The identity of a Christian.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

B. The life of a Christian.	



	
	
	

II.	 The effective Christian must recognize his need for the Church,	
vv. 23-25, 27.	
A. To deal with the world effectively.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

B. To deal with other Christians properly.	



	
	
	

III.	 The effective Christian must follow the direction of the Church,	
vv. 29-31.	
A. What this does not mean.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

B. What this does mean.	



	
	
	
	

For Your Personal Devotions	
	
	
	

Points of Application:	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Memorable Illustrations:	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Evaluation:	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Questions for Further Study:	
	


