
John (78): Christ's Love for His Own         Hymns 54, 460, 453 

 

I've mentioned a few times that, John's gospel can be divided into two halves—chapters 1-12, where the focus 

is upon our Savior's miracles and interaction with the Jews, and chapters 13-21, where the focus is upon our 

Savior's death and interaction with His disciples—furthermore, I suggest we can divide chapters 13-21 into 

two sections—chapters 13-17 take place in or near the upper room, and largely entail our Savior's final 

discourse to His disciples, and chapters 18-21 describe His death, resurrection, and ascension... 

 

Thus, we could divide chapters 13-17 into three sections—[1] chapter 13 records our Savior washing the feet 

of His disciples, His teaching about Judas, and His loving rebuke of Peter... 

 

[2] Chapters 14-16 records what is commonly called the Upper Room Discourse—within these three chapters, 

our Savior largely focuses upon the gift and ministry of His Spirit—in short, He would continue His ministry 

among them by His Spirit... 

 

[3] Chapter 17 records what is formally our Lord's Prayer, in it, He allows His disciples to listen in to His High 

Priestly intercession—this of course was intended as an encouragement to them, to know, this is what He 

would be praying for them, after He left them... 

 

Thus, all of these chapters are prefaced by 13:1—chapter 13:1 doesn't merely preface this chapter but the rest 

of this book—everything our Savior does is an expression of Him, loving His own to the end—"having loved 

His own who were in the world," is a summary of chapters 1-12, and "He loved them to the end" is a summary 

of chapters 13-21...   

 

Let me say one final thing by way of introduction—John, under the inspiration of the Spirit, inserts this verse 

into the narrative (and this after the fact)—and thus, I suggest, he draws largely from our Savior's prayer in 

chapter 17—in fact, almost every phrase in 13:1, is borrowed from that prayer (and thus, I will be referring to 

it often)...  

 

I.   Christ's Love for His Own  

 

A. It was a knowledgeable love 

 

1. V1—"Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come that He should 

depart from this world to the Father..." 

2. We have seen this phrase "His hour" several times in John's gospel—it refers to the time of His death and 

return to heaven... 

3. It was His "hour" or "time" preordained before eternity—He came into this world, primary, for this hour or 

time... 

4. Thus, when John describes our Savior as loving His disciples, it was a love fully aware of all that was 

coming...  

5. Our Savior faced the events of the very next day, with full knowledge of His death and subsequent 

glorification... 

6. [1] He knew about His death—that is, He clearly understood, all that would take place during this dark 

hour... 

7. [a] He knew He would be physically abused—that is, He would be betrayed, arrested, beaten, mocked, and 

crucified... 

8. [b] He knew He would be spiritually assaulted, Lk.22:53—"This is your hour, and the power of 

darkness..." 

9. [c] He knew He would be justly punished—that is, He would bear the just wrath of His Father as a sin 

offering...    

10. Lk.22:42-44—"Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, 

be done. Then an angel appeared to Him from heaven, strengthening Him. And being in agony, He prayed 

more earnestly. Then His sweat become like great drops of blood falling down to the ground..." 
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11. Our beloved Savior was beginning to feel the heavy burden He would bear—the many pains the cross 

would bring... 

12. And yet, none of these could quench the love He had for His people—nothing was able to put it out, not 

even the prospects of the cross... 

13. [2] He knew about His return—that is, after His death and resurrection, He knew He would return to His 

Father...  

14. He knew He had to return to the Father, in order to send the Spirit, that He might apply the salvation He 

purchased... 

15. Having obeyed His Father to the cross, He would now leave this wicked world, and return to His loving 

Father... 

16. Thus, He knew that His death was not the end of everything, but that He would be raised, glorified, and 

exalted... 

17. Sometimes people change when they are promoted—they forget those people they knew when they were 

nothing... 

18. But this is very unlike Christ, whose love for His people will never change, regardless what comes—death 

or life...  

19. A.W. Pink—"The cross was before Him with all its horrors; the joy of returning to the Father was before 

Him with all its bliss; yet neither the fearful prospect of woe nor the hope of unspeakable rest and gladness 

shook His love for His own. He is the same yesterday, and today, and forever, therefore His love never 

varies..." 

 

B. It was a specific love 

 

1. Our Savior speaks about "His own"—that is, those who uniquely belonged to Him, those who were His 

possession... 

2. Now, in what sense, I agree, as God, everything belongs to Him, He owns the cattle upon a thousand 

hilltops... 

3. But the love of this text is a specific love, a restricted love, a particular love—it's love He has only for His 

own...  

4. We totally believe that Christ does have a general love for mankind lost—for every person made in His 

image... 

5. But that is NOT the love of this text—Christ has a unique love for His people, He does not have for 

others... 

6. There is a people that uniquely belong to Him—they are His special possession, and that in at least three 

ways... 

7. [1] They are His own by gift, Jn.17:6—"They were Yours, You gave them to Me"—the Father gave them 

to Him, in the eternal covenant... 

8. From everlasting, the Father promised the Son a people, and the Son promised, He would become their 

surety... 

9. Oftentimes, the value of something is increased if it's given to us as a gift, from someone we especially 

love... 

10. For example, when our girls were young, they would oftentimes make for me various things for 

Christmas... 

11. Though these things had very little, if any, native value, they were important to me, because of who gave 

them... 

12. Well, can we even begin to imagine, how much Christ esteems this gift, in that, it came from His loving 

Father... 

13. But then, the question must be asked—What made the Father give certain people to the Son, and not 

others... 

14. Is it because, He foresaw they would be a little better or wiser than the rest—perhaps they would be less 

evil... 

15. NO—those are not the reasons—the only reason He chose them is because of His sovereign, gracious, 

love...  
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16. [2] They are His own by purchase—this means, He would buy or purchase them with His blood on the 

cross... 

17. Now again, we totally agree that in the gospel, God has secured a redemption sufficient for the entire 

world... 

18. But we also believe, that Christ's death was an actual ransom that purchased the redemption of a certain 

people...  

19. 1Cor.6:19-20—"You are not your own. For you were bought at a price"—we were bought by Christ's 

blood... 

20. Thus, we are His in a special sense—we belong to Him in way the world does not—we have been bought 

at a price... 

21. [3] They are His own by loving union—that is, He has wed them to Himself by calling them out of this 

world... 

22. Thus, they are His own by covenant, and in this sense, He is our own—in this sense, we belong to each 

other... 

23. Song 2:16—"My Beloved is mine, and I am His"—these are the words of the Church, concerning her 

Groom... 

24. "I am His"—I belong to Him—the disciples were not only His disciples, but they were also His beloved 

bride... 

25. For example, think of Eph.5:22—"Wives obey your own husband"—wives have their own husbands, and 

husbands have their own wives... 

26. They belong to each other in a special sense—so too, Christ has but one bride, and she is His by way of 

covenant... 

27. This can be illustrated in the love that any man has for his wife—while he loves others, he loves her 

differently... 

28. Surely, these are vary beautiful words "His own"—we belong to Christ, we, as His people, are His very 

own... 

29. You know, a Christian is a very peculiar person, for while he may mean nothing to the world, he belongs 

to Christ  

30. Young people often struggle with fitting in—if you don't belong to the "in crowd" you are not very 

important... 

31. But here we learn, regardless what others may think of us, we belong to Him—we are His own—His 

beloved people... 

 

C. It was a tangible love  

 

1. By this I mean, it was a love that was evident and obvious—He showed His love His own in clear and 

tangible ways... 

2. Now—I agree, that in the context,  by "His own" is meant the disciples, but what is true of them is true of 

us all... 

3. That is—the various ways He loved them, are the same ways He loves every disciple, regardless when 

they lived... 

4. And so, though I want to examine five ways He loved THEM, keep in mind, these are also ways He loves 

us...  

5. But—before I come to these, let me point out, John speaks about His love in the past tense—"having loved 

His own..." 

6. That is, having loved them previously, or in the past—He gave each of them tangible expressions of His 

love... 

7. When John says "He loved them" he means—He made His love known to them, He revealed it to them 

practically... 

8. [1] He loved them by calling them—that is, by calling them to Himself, out of this world, to be His 

disciples...  

9. Every time a sinner is effectually called out of this world, it's an expression of Christ's special love for His 

own... 
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10. This is the first expression of His love to a sinner in time—it's when Christ reveals Himself to an elect 

sinner... 

11. Hos.11:4—"I drew them with gentle cords, with bands of love"—He drew us to Himself, with cords of 

love... 

12. Put another way—the effectual call of a sinner is the expression of Christ's special love for His elect 

people...  

13. Jn.1:48—"Nathanael said to Him, How do You know me? Jesus answered and said to him, Before Philip 

called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you..." 

14. Jn.10:14—"I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own"—or, because He 

knows them He will ensure they know Him... 

15. Now, most of you understand, that by "know" is meant a heart knowledge, an intimate knowing akin to 

loving... 

16. [2] He loved them by teaching them—by this I mean, He told them of His love, through His teaching and 

doctrine... 

17. He told them about the Father's electing love for them, about His dying love for them, and the Spirit's 

sanctifying love... 

18. Jn.17:26—"And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You 

loved Me may be in them, and I in them..." 

19. I trust I don't need to say, this is a very deep verse—but let me point out two obvious things, that relate to 

our purpose... 

20. [a] The nature of His instruction—"I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it"—He taught 

them about God... 

21. Notice, He had taught them and will teach them—that is, He would send His Spirit to continually instruct 

them... 

22. [b] The result of His instruction—"that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in 

them..." 

23. In other words—revealed to His disciples the true nature of God, so that, they would know His love in 

Christ... 

24. [3] He loved them by protecting them—that is, He kept the 11 disciples from the snares of Satan and this 

world... 

25. Jn.17:12—"While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I 

have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled..." 

26. I think we often overlook the many dangers in this world, coupled with the fact, that we are all weak and 

needy... 

27. One of my daughters is learning to drive, and this has opened my eyes afresh, to the many hazards of 

driving (there are cars all-around us, and each one is potentially dangerous)... 

28. But brethren, what is this, in comparison to the real dangers found in this world, which is under the sway 

of the wicked one... 

29. Martin Luther—"And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, we will not fear, 

for God has willed His truth to triumph through us. The prince of darkness grim, we tremble not for him; 

his rage we can endure, for lo! his doom is sure; one little word shall fell him..."  

30. [4] He loved them by forbearing with them—throughout His ministry, He showed great patience toward 

them... 

31. They were constantly confused and striving for prominence, and yet, He dealt with them patiently and 

lovingly...     

32. Perhaps I can put it this way—He loved them even though they were, in every single way, very imperfect 

men...   

33. But He never grew tired of them—He never rejected them or tossed them away—He patiently loved 

them... 

34. I have often thought, that what amazes me more than God saving me, is the fact that He continues to love 

me... 

35. Lk.22:24—"Now there was also a dispute among them, as to which of them should be considered the 

greatest..." 
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36. Think of it—our Savior's hour has come, and how do His disciples respond, but by arguing among 

themselves... 

37. Isn't it wonderful to know, that Christ will never grew tired of the ignorance and waywardness of His 

people... 

38. Oh, yes of course He will discipline them for their sins, but even this, is only an expression of His patient 

love... 

39. My wife often says, she loves me with knowledge—that is, she knows all of my many faults and my many 

sins... 

40. And yet, she loves be notwithstanding—this is very amazing—how could any women love such a man like 

me... 

41. And yet, how much more does Christ know His sheep—He knows every single thought we have in our 

hearts... 

42. Do you remember what Peter said to Christ—"Lord, You know all things"—You know everything about 

me... 

43. Dear brethren, surely this is amazing—Christs knows us more we know ourselves, and yet loves us more 

than we will ever know...  

44. [5] He loved them by fellowshipping with them—by this I mean, He loved them by enjoying their 

company...   

45. This I believe, in many ways, is the most amazing aspect of Christ's love—that He loved spending time 

with them... 

46. But this makes sense doesn't it—when you love someone, you enjoy being with them, of spending time 

with them... 

47. I was just reminded of this last weekend, and most of you know my wife and I were along from Friday – 

Tuesday... 

48. And yes, it's true, we missed our children greatly, but nevertheless, it was so nice just being together 

alone... 

49. My dear friends, our Savior did not merely love them by teaching and protecting them—He communed 

with them... 

50. Jn.13:23—"Now there was leaning on Jesus' bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved"—now 

commentators assume John is referring to himself... 

51. Why else would he speak of this disciple in this way—"the disciple, whom Jesus loved"—what a 

wonderful way to describe yourself... 

52. High, my name is Mike, I am a disciple, whom Jesus loves—I am someone whom God incarnate walks 

with...  

53. Notice that John "leaned on His bosom"—that is, he physically and literally, leaned his body upon Christ's 

chest... 

54. Did Christ allow this?—of course!—Why?—because He loved John—and He obviously let John know 

this... 

 

D. It was an enduring love  

 

1. This is in many ways, the main point of this verse—"having loved His own who were in the world, He 

loved them to the end..." 

2. That is—whatever is meant by—"having loved His own"—it never ceased, but continued until the very 

end... 

3. Now—let me just say, that this phrase "to the end" has been understood in many different ways by 

Christians... 

4. I believe, the Spirit purposefully left it broad, so as to include various ideas—let me suggest the three most 

likely... 

5. [1] To the end of His life—that is, He loved them to end of His earthly ministry—to the end of His time 

with them.. 

6. No person would have blamed our Savior, if He had focused upon Himself, in these final hours of His 

life... 
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7. But instead—having loved His own during His life—He continued to love them, to the very end of His 

life...  

8. It's rather easy to love someone for a while, and yet forget them when things around become very 

difficult... 

9. To say that the next day of our Savior's life would be difficult, is obviously, an understatement—He would 

die... 

10. But, He wouldn't merely die a regular death, but the painful and shameful death of the cross—He would be 

crucified... 

11. But it for this very purpose He came into the world—He came for the express purpose of enduring this 

death... 

12. [2] To the end of their lives, v1—"having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the 

end..." 

13. This means, His love for His people in this world, never ends—as long as they are in this world, He loves 

them... 

14. In other words—our Savior's love for His disciples did not end when He left, but He continued to love 

them... 

15. Perhaps put another way—our Savior loved His disciples through all of their ministries, trials, and 

struggles... 

16. This of course, is in many ways, in contrast to their love for Him—if you remember, they all left Him 

alone... 

17. In many ways, this tests the strength of love—does it remain through difficult times, does it endure 

tribulation...  

18. Melancthon Jacobus—"If He loved them to the end of His earthly trials and agonies on their behalf, will 

he not love His people to the end of their trials, and of their time on earth..." 

19. I think this is why John says—"having loved His own who were in the world"—that is, in this dark and 

dangerous world... 

20. There is a sense in which we can divided all of Christ's own, as either presently "in heaven" or "in the 

world..." 

21. He obviously loves both equally—but here is the point—He does not forget about those who are in the 

world... 

22. In fact, I think it's safe to say, He is especially concerned with them, as the other are already safe in 

heaven... 

23. Charles Ross—"Ask that tender-hearted mother, which of her many children recurs oftenest to her 

memory—those of them who are safe at home under the parental roof, or the one that is far away at sea? 

And she will tell you, with tears in her eyes, that, while she loves them all, it is her sailor-boy who is 

exposed to so much danger. And just so, only in an unspeakably higher sense, while Jesus loves all his 

own, he regards with peculiar care, corresponding to their necessities, those of them that are still in the 

world..." 

24. Jn.17:11—"Now I am no longer in this world, but these are in the world, and I come to You, Holy Father, 

keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are..." 

25. Here we find our Savior loving His people to the end, as He is prays for their protection throughout this 

world... 

26. [3] To the end of His mission—by this I mean, not merely the end of His earthly mission, but final 

mission... 

27. The final mission of our Savior, is to ensure that that His own, every single one, is glorified on that last 

day... 

28. Jn.6:39—"This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of all He has given Me I should lose nothing, 

but should raise it up at the last day..." 

29. There is a very reason sense in which this is the real "end" of our Savior's mission—to bring His own to 

heaven... 

30. In fact, it is possible to translate the phrase "He loved them to the end" as "He loved them to the uttermost 

(1Thess.2:16)..."  

31. Perhaps we could translate the phrase "He loved them to completion or perfection"—His love finishes 

redemption... 
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32. That is—His love not only brings Him to the cross, but it also brings Him to the throne, where He 

intercedes for us... 

33. [a] Let us come to know His love for us—here I want to speak a few minutes to those who are not 

Christian... 

34. I have been talking about Christ's special love for His own—He calls, teaches, protects, forbears, and 

fellowships with them... 

35. All of this love, can be known by you, you too can rejoice in this love, if you come to Him on His own 

terms...   

36. This is one of the most amazing ways to view the gospel—the gateway or entrance, into the special love of 

Christ... 

37. That is, to believe the gospel, is to come to know God's love for you—God's love for you is found in 

Christ... 

38. [b] Let us be assured of His love for us—by this I mean, let be assured that we are one of Christ's very 

OWN... 

39. Thus, the question becomes—how can a person be assured they belong to Christ and are thus loved in this 

way... 

40. Well, remember the three ways I said we belong to Christ—by gift, by purchase, and by union—everyone 

given to Him by the Father, He buys on the cross, and He calls to Himself... 

41. Now—as you think about these three facts, the only way you can be assured of the first two is by the last 

one... 

42. In other words—the only way to know you were given to Christ, purchased by Christ, is to know you've 

been called by Christ... 

43. Have you been called out of this world—do you have no hope in yourself—are you trusting solely in 

Christ... 

44. Oh brethren, think back to that phrase of John—"the disciple, whom Jesus loved"—what an amazing 

phrase... 

45. While I was thinking about this phrase last night, I thought, what a wonderful title for a book—"The 

Disciple, Whom Jesus Loves..." 

46. Not, "The Disciple whom Jesus Loved" because they would think of John, but, The Disciple Whom Jesus 

Loves... 

47. Oh brethren, it's one thing to affirm that John was loved by Christ, and another thing all together, to affirm 

that Christ loves you... 

48. You know, I wonder, dear Christian, are you able to say—"I am a disciple, whom Jesus loves 

(presently)..." 

49. [c] Let us be mindful of His love for us—I mentioned early, that our Savior made His love known to His 

disciples...   

50. Thus, it's not enough to be assured that our Savior loves us, we must walk in the constant awareness of that 

love... 

51. We must be "mindful" of His love—that is, we must have our minds daily full of the awareness of His 

love... 

52. Jn.15:9—"As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love"—to abide means to remain or 

dwell... 

53. What does it mean to "remain in His love"—well, surely it does not mean, we have to remain loved by 

Him... 

54. No, there was nothing we did to be loved, and there is nothing we can do to remain loved—this is all of 

grace... 

55. But it at least means—we must remain ever mindful of His love, we must always bask in its warming 

rays... 

56. [d] Let us love Him as He loves us—in light of His love for us, let us increasingly and evidently love Him 

(Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all)... 


