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God’s Holy Choosing
Mark 3:7-14

Christ our Focus

1. Verse 7-8 – Jesus Withdraws
a. From Matthew’s accounts we understand that this withdrawal 

was for a time of rest and solitude.
b. A great crowd follows
c. From every region

i. Jews – Galilee, Judea, Jerusalem
ii. Mixed – Idumea and beyond the Jordan

iii. Gentile – Tyre and Sidon were almost exclusively 
Gentile – 120 miles away

d. Diversity - These two verses demonstrates that Jesus belongs 
to all classes and types of people.

i. Cultural and ethnic diversity are things that humans pay 
attention to but God is beyond this.

e. These crowds are a testimony to the far reaching impact of 
Jesus’ ministry.

i. This is not an indication of discipleship put of fascination
f. God as a keeper of Promise

i. The old testament proclaimed that the Gentiles would see 
the great light of salvation

1. Isaiah 49:6  he says: "It is too light a thing that you 
should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will 
make you as a light for the nations, that my 
salvation may reach to the end of the earth."

2. Verses 9-10 – Jesus healing
a. A scene of chaos

3. Verses 11-12 – The evil spirits fall
a. Whenever an evil spirit came into contact with Christ it was 

defeated.  
i. Question:  Are these evil forces around today?

ii. The Christian is reminded that 
1. Ephesians 6:12  For we do not wrestle against 

flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
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authorities, against the cosmic powers over this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil 
in the heavenly places.

b. They fall before Christ
i. The Greek word for fall is Prospitein—It occurs eight 

times in the NT, and in each instance save one it conveys 
the image on an inferior prostrating himself in homage 
before a superior.  

ii. Evil Spirits –
1. They recognize the one filled with God’s Spirit, 

but they do not participate with Christ—they have 
no hope in Christ.

2. They declare Jesus’ full divine identity, “You are 
the Son of God.”

3. The Father in 1:11 declares the divinity of Christ 
and now so the demons.  

4. Jesus subdues the demonic world to His 
authority—they did not want to submit but had no 
choice.

iii. Christ commands their silence –
1. Greek word here is Epitiman – he gave strict 

orders.
2. This is the sovereign command of God to rebuke 

and subdue evil
3. Christ is completely supreme.
4. This is great news.

4. Verse 13 – Christ Calls
a. Like Moses ascending to bring the commandments, Christ 

ascends to call forth the disciples
b. The Greek gives the senses that he “summoned those he willed”
c. Jesus determines the call
d. Disciples do not decide to follow Jesus and do him a favor in so 

doing; rather, his call supersedes their wills, summoning one 
who does not intend to follow

i. John 15:15-16  No longer do I call you servants, for the 
servant does not know what his master is doing; but I 
have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my 
Father I have made known to you.  (16)  You did not 
choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 
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should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, 
so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may 
give it to you

e. Christianity is determined by his summoning and not our 
preferences.

f. The members of his family have nothing in common but his 
calling

g. Jesus is the subject of the call – he is the final good.  

5. Verses 14-15 – He Appoints and Commissions 
a. The  sense in the Greek is that of “he made the twelve”

i. To appoint means that it comes from an existing pool but 
to make means to bring into existence out of 
nothingness— same verb as in Genesis 1:1

ii. Your discipleship does not consist in what you can do for 
Christ, but in what Christ can make of you.

1. 2 Corinthians 5:17  Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come.

b. Christ renames them – showing his authority
c. Two purposes in the call

i. One – to be with him
1. Discipleship is a relationship before it is a task.
2. Profound mystery

ii. Two –
1. to be sent

a. Apostle (Apostellein) – to be commissioned 
or send

b. To Preach –
i. Same word used of Jesus’ 

proclamation Mark 1:14  Now after 
John was arrested, Jesus came into 
Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of 
God,

2. To expel demons
a. We are commissioned to confront evil—no 

matter what form it takes.

6. Verses 16-19 – the  names of the twelve
a. The number 12 as representative of the twelve tribes of Israel
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i. God is reconstituting Israel to walk by faith.
ii. Romans 9:6-8  But it is not as though the word of God 

has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel 
belong to Israel,  (7)  and not all are children of Abraham 
because they are his offspring, but "Through Isaac shall 
your offspring be named."  (8)  This means that it is not 
the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but 
the children of the promise are counted as offspring.

iii. 1 Peter 2:9-10  But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of 
him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light.  (10)  Once you were not a people, but now you are 
God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now 
you have received mercy.

b. The names
i. We all know Peter, James, John

ii. There are some apostles that we never really hear of in 
the scriptures again and yet because they were called, we 
know them to have been useful for the kingdom of God

iii. Judas Iscariot is a reminder that failure of man never 
stops the sovereign plan of God.  God brings his plan in 
and through the failures of this world.  

7. Benediction –
a. Romans 8:28-31  And we know that for those who love God all 

things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose.  (29)  For those whom he foreknew he 
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  (30)  
And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom 
he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also 
glorified.  (31)  What then shall we say to these things? If God 
is for us, who can be against us?


