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DO NOT FEAR SUFFERING 

(SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2014) 

Scripture Reading: Dan. 11:29-39; Matt. 10:16-33 

INTRODUCTION 

In the introduction of his book Institutes of Biblical Law, R. J. Rushdoony gives 5 very 
important points out the nature of law. 

1. All law is religious in origin. 

2. The source of law is the god of that society. 

3. Any change in law is an explicit or implicit change in religion. 

4. There is no possibility of having a religious-free law system. 

5. There can be no tolerance in a law-system for another religion. Tolerance lasts only as 
long as it takes to move from one religion to another.1 

I present these helpful points as important background for a story that gained attention 
this week involving a court demand that 5 Houston pastors turn over any sermons, 
presentations, and speeches and other communication that related to: 

HERO, the Petition, Mayor Annise Parker, homosexuality, or gender identity  

The sermons included any: 

 prepared by, delivered by, revised by, or approved by you or in your possession. 

The city of Houston in 2010 elected a new mayor, Annise Parker, an outspoken lesbian. 

In May 2014, the city council passed a new “antidiscrimination” bill called HERO by a 
vote of 11-6. 

After the law passed, a coalition of pastors collected signatures to challenge this new 
ordinance with a referendum. Over 50,000 signatures were collected, but the city 
attorney, David Feldman, was somehow able to disqualify enough signatures to bring the 
number below the threshold. 

A lawsuit was then filed against the city demanding the referendum be placed on the 
ballot. 
                                                
1 R. J. Rushdoony, Institutes of Biblical Law, 5. 
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In response, the city through the court issued subpoenas to five pastors in Houston: David 
Welch, Steve Riggle, Khan Huynh, Magda Hermida, and Hernan Castano. 

Mayor Parker and Feldman claimed ignorance of the extent of the subpoenas. Parker has 
in fact portrayed herself as the victim in this case on her Twitter account. 

Because of the backlash, Parker and Feldman have wanted to narrow the scope of the 
subpoenas. 

Is this is another example of anti-Christian behavior? At one level it is. The demands to 
have all sermons, communication, etc. provided in a court case is chilling. 

On the other hand, the lawsuit initiated by Christians gave an opening for this radical 
demand to be made. 

Because of the events that have transpired, I thought it was a fitting backdrop for a 
sermon related to Christian suffering and persecution and to hear the words of Jesus 
Christ from Matthew 10. 

Other pastors across the nation are preaching sermons today related to this story. 

Last week, I drafted a statement on behalf of several other pastors who together with me 
are part of the Christian Emergency League. 

The Christian Emergency League is grateful for Pastor Steve Riggle and four 
other Houston pastors who have been issued this Subpoena. If you had not been 
seeking to stand boldly for truth, you would not have been issued such a request. 
May God be pleased to direct you and if you are called to endure greater 
suffering for the name of Jesus Christ, then may His name be blessed. 

The CEL also expresses its appreciation for the Alliance Defending Freedom and 
their willingness to stand in defense against such a ridiculous claim. 

The CEL condemns the actions of Mayor Annise Parker and the City of Houston 
to take such action. How dare you trample on the US Constitution that you have 
vowed to follow and protect.  

Finally, the CEL urges especially pastors, churches, and fellow believers in 
Houston, Texas, and all throughout our once great land to stand with these 
brothers in prayer and support them in this lawsuit in other ways that God 
directs. Here is another clear opportunity for the body of Jesus Christ to stand 
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together in support of God's Law and the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ. 
To God be all the glory! 

What did Jesus tell His original disciples and future disciples about suffering that they 
would face? 

Matthew 10:16-33 is an important text for answering this question. 

Do not fear suffering and the coming persecution. 

 

1. We are sheep in the midst of wolves. (16a) 

Not sweetness or mildness of manner, but powerless in our own strength. 

Designation of sheep – connection with Israel of old. 

What a profound picture especially of the early church surrounded by Jewish 
opposition and Roman indifference at best and eventual hatred and direct 
persecution. 

Notice – I send you out. 

It is the Lord Jesus who sends us and describes us this way. 

 

2. We must be wise as serpents and harmless as doves. (16b) 

We are to behave thoughtfully, prudently, carefully considering the dangers, so 
that our reliance on God’s protection is evident. 

However, we are not to be cunning, overcautious, suspicious of everybody and 
everything.2 

Don’t think you have it all figured out. Don’t act like you are a spy or that black 
helicopters are always chasing you down. 

Example of Christians coming from the west to visit Christians in Communist 
Europe. The rather naïve Christian visitors then were used to lead the secret police 
to where the Christians were meeting in secret. 

 

                                                
2 Comments by Eckhard Schnabel. 
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3. We must beware of men for we will be arrested and threatened and 
brought before councils and beaten. (17) 

Beware – Jesus doesn’t not want us to be naïve but to realize the seriousness of His 
instruction. 

This is something you might have to face. 

Description of Jewish persecution specifically at the level of the Sanhedrin or a 
local Synagogue. 

Craig Keener describes the type of beating Jesus mentions. 

“A strap of calf leather with interwoven thongs, would be brought against the 
condemned person’s back 26 times and chest 13 times. The one being beaten 
would have his hands bound to a pillar or placed on the ground. A servant of the 
synagogue would stand on a stone and administer the beating as hard as he 
could.”3 

The situation we face is much different. Will it be physical suffering or some other 
type we will face? The point is to be alert and aware! 

 

4. Further, you will be brought before governors and kings, for My sake, to 
be a witness to them and to the nations. (18) 

Here Jesus says for His original disciples they would not only face Jewish or 
religious persecution but also political harassment and persecution at the hands of 
Roman officials. 

The language here also shows us that Jesus is speaking to more than just His 
original 12 disciples. 

Testimony – martyr or witness. Very important term. 

We testify of the power and calling of the Lord Jesus Christ and His rule over all 
men and nations. 

Satan seeks to destroy the church. Persecution becomes one of God’s most 
powerful means of spreading His truth. 

                                                
3 Craig Keener, Matthew, 323 
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What did Paul desire to do? He wanted to witness and appeal to Caesar.4 

 

5. Do not worry about what you will speak. It will be revealed. It is the Holy 
Spirit who will speak in and through us. (19-20) 

Deliver up – betrayal. (See also v. 21) 

Do not worry! This command is at the heart of this text. 

Craig Keener notes that the words of Jesus must be understood with the 
background of a culture that highly prized rhetorical skills and when possible 
advanced preparation. 

Do not worry! Why? 

It is the Holy Spirit who will direct us. It is the Spirit of your Father who speaks in 
you. 

Beautiful testimony to our life with the Triune God. 

Part of the great call of this text is that you are seeking to grow in grace and in 
fellowship with God. 

The casual disciple is not offered assurance. 

 

6. Jesus reminds us of the grim reality of family members turning against 
other family. (21) 

Words of Jesus are so powerful in their honesty and description of betrayal. 

Brother betraying brother. 

Father betraying his child. 

Children seeking that their parents are put to death. 

We have to again appreciate the words of Jesus in light of a culture dominated by 
honor and shame that placed a very high level on the opinion of family.5 

These chilling words of our Lord are seen countless times today in the Middle East 
and even our own nation. 

                                                
4 R. T. France, Matthew, 392. 
5 Keener, 324. 
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The words of Jesus here are emphasized later in this chapter in verses 34-37. 

Is your ultimate loyalty to Jesus Christ? 

 

7. We will be hated by all for the sake of Jesus Christ. (22a) 

Are we not increasingly learning the reality of the words of Jesus today? 

We sometimes think that suffering and persecution are not normal. 

But what is not normal for the true church of Jesus Christ is really peace, safety, 
and respect from the world. 

It is for My name’s sake! 

Make sure if you are hated it is not because you are a jerk, but rather because you 
are truly living for Jesus Christ. 

 

8. We must endure the test of suffering. He who endures to the end will be 
saved. (22b) 

This verse in no way is saying we are saved by our obedience or works. 

It is a promise and a call to endurance! 

The promise is that though the whole world should rise against you, there is 
assurance of blessing and full salvation to those who endure! 

What is the end that Jesus here is describing? 

 Jesus could both be describing the end of a one’s life or the end of a specific period 
of trial that one might face.  

While there certainly is a challenge in this promise for all who claim to follow 
Christ, the emphasis is on God’s grace sufficient for all that we face.  

There is a deliverance which God brings to His people in every situation that they 
face. 

 

9. Sometimes what is required is flight and moving to another place. (23) 

The words of Jesus in this section are not just merely 10 easy steps when life gets 
difficult. 
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Jesus was preparing His original disciples and all other future disciples for their 
role in His kingdom. 

What we are often used to in the west is sending missionaries to places that need 
the gospel. 

This is obviously a good thing, but it is not the only means that God uses to send 
people to where he wants. 

One of God’s chief methods is persecution. 

Acts 8:1 Now Saul was consenting to his death.   At that time a great 
persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all 
scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 

Acts 8:4   Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the 
word. 

When is it time to flee? 

I think this is a question that God makes more clear when it is time to answer. 

 

(v. 23b - Speaks of the initial time this instruction was given) 

 

10. We should expect persecution and suffering. If they have called the 
master of the house Beelzebub, how much more will they call those of his 
household. (24-25) 

One commentator says the words of verses 24 and 25 are given to be memorized! 

Always when the subject of persecution arises, we must keep in mind the testimony 
of our Lord. 

John Calvin: 

But there is more need to meditate on these words than to explain them: for, in 
themselves, they are sufficiently clear.6 

 

                                                
6 John Calvin, Harmony of the Gospels, s.v. Matthew 10:24. 
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11. Do not fear them! The gospel will be proclaimed. (26-27) 

Three times Jesus gives the command not to fear! 

Significant in light of our weakness and so often lack of courage and boldness. 

Fear is not just simply an emotion but an action. 

Fear is silence when you should speak. 

Fear is inaction when you should be doing something. 

Why does Jesus say we should not fear in this verse? 

It has to do with the proclamation and victory of the gospel message. 

In its original context the words of Jesus had to do with the darkness of the pre-
Easter period and the light that followed His mighty resurrection.7 

The reason then we do not have to be gripped by fear is that we know God’s Word 
truly will not return empty when it is faithfully shared and proclaimed. 

 

12. Do not fear men, but fear God. (28) 

Here we have the second time the command, “Do not fear” is given. 

Here the reason is not because everything might turn out peaches and cream, but 
rather because the power of man is limited. 

We are not to fear men, because we are to fear God. 

And because we fear God, we realize that this life is not the end. 

 

13. Be assured of God's care even in suffering. (29-30) 

We might call verses 29 and 30 a more gentle reason not to be afraid. 

The words of verses 29 and 30 have been of comfort to many. 

At least for a time, the South African penny had on one side two sparrows. 

This image was chosen after the terrible time of suffering after the Boer War, when 
the British had the distinct dishonor to introduce to the world the concentration 
camp and war against civilians. 

                                                
7 Hagner, Matthew (WBC), 285. 
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Many women and children suffered. 

For many their hope was the comfort of verse 29. 

Can we really mine the depths of the precious truth contained here. 

It is not that we have to do a statistical count of the number of birds, but rather 
focus on how God’s Providence has no limitations. 

God’s Will doesn’t just focus on some of the big events letting other events run on 
their own. 

If God knows exactly how many hairs on your head, then how can we ever think 
we are just left on our own? 

 

Therefore do not fear; you are of more value than many sparrows! 

 

Verse 32 and 33 presents the final reality. 

Matt. 10:32   “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also 
confess before My Father who is in heaven. 33 But whoever denies Me before 
men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven. 

 

Prayer 

Hymn: 278 

 

 

Benediction – Jude 24, 25 

Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling,  And to present you faultless  Before 
the presence of His glory with exceeding joy,   To God our Savior,  Who alone is wise,  Be 

glory and majesty,  Dominion and power,  Both now and forever.  Amen. 


