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Introduction  

1. Chapter 3 opens with the conclusion to the argument that Jesus is superior to Moses (3:3; 

note John 1:17). 

a. The “therefore” in the first verse points in two directions: it points to Christ’s better-than-

angels [in the service of God] apostolic mission (2:14–18) and His better-than-Moses 

priestly function (3:1ff). In order to establish the high priestly work of Jesus, Paul must 

first show how that Jesus outranks Moses. 

b. There is a progression here.  

1) First, the Jews regarded angels as first in the order of superior beings in God’s creation, 

a fact we saw in the first and second chapters of Hebrews.  

2) Next, the Jews regarded Moses very highly because Moses received the Law from God 

on Mount Sinai and gave it to Israel (John 9:28; see John 5:45–47; 7:19).  

3) Moses, as a prophet, received the Law at the disposition of angels (Acts 7:38, 53). In 

fact, it was Jesus who was the angel whom God sent with Moses (Ex. 23:20, 21). 

2. A review of Christ’s work explaining why He should be made lower than angels for a time is 

found in the brief summary statement in 2:14–18. 

a. The nature of Christ’s apostolic work (v. 14) 

b. The object of Christ’s apostolic work (v. 15) 

c. The subjects of Christ’s apostolic work (v. 16) 

d. The qualification for Christ to do that apostolic work (v. 17a)  

e. Christ’s present function (vv. 17b, 18) 

3. Moses, the greatest of the prophets, pointed to Jesus (John 1:45; Acts 3:22). 

I. Consider Him Worthy (3:1) 

Points back to 2:14ff 

1. Who is to consider Him? 

a. Those who are called, “holy brothers” (2:11)  

b. Those “who share in the heavenly calling” (2:14) 

c. These are the many sons that Christ is bringing to glory (2:10) 

2. Why should He be considered? 

a. The Greek verb translated “consider” means to fix one’s full attention—eyes and mind—

on Jesus and to understand and appropriate Him (12:2, 3). 

b. He should be considered because He helps the seed of Abraham (2:16; those who have the 

faith of Abraham, John 8:39ff) 



c. He should be considered because He is a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of 

God to make propitiation for the sins of His people (2:17) 

II. Count Him Faithful (3:2–6a) 

1. His comparison to Moses: Both were faithful to God in their calling.  

2. His contrast to Moses: Jesus receives more glory because He is the builder of the house (the 

household of faith); Moses is a servant, testifying to things that would come later. Moses 

was a faithful servant in the house, but Jesus is a faithful Son over the house. 

III. Confess Him Fully (3:6b) 

1. “Holy brothers” in comparison to the exhortation to Israel (3:7, 8) 

Confidence and hope in Jesus—the faith-rest presented to the household of faith 

2. Our contrast to Israel 

a. Israel failed to enter that rest. “Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those 

who formerly received the good news failed to enter because of disobedience” (3:6). 

b. The development of the faith-rest position follows in 3:7–4:16. Jesus negotiates eternal 

rest for His own (Matt. 11:25–30). 

c. Our responsibility is “consider Jesus” and “hold fast our confidence and our boasting in 

our hope firm to the end.” Or, in other words, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 

me.” 

“So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, for whoever has entered 

God’s rest has also rested from his works as God did from his. Let us therefore strive to 

enter that rest” (3:9–11). 


