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2 Corinthians 1:12–14 

12  For our proud confidence is this: the testimony of our conscience, that in holiness 

and godly sincerity, not in fleshly wisdom but in the grace of God, we have conducted 

ourselves in the world, and especially toward you.  

13  For we write nothing else to you than what you read and understand, and I hope you 

will understand until the end;  

14  just as you also partially did understand us, that we are your reason to be proud as 

you also are ours, in the day of our Lord Jesus. 

 

Paul’s Integrity 

2 Corinthians 1:12-14 

 

INTRO: 

 

 There is a lot of discussion about the background of 2 Corinthians. We know that 2 

Corinthians was written against the background of Titus traveling a head of Paul to Corinth to 

discover the Corinthian attitude toward Paul. We also know that Titus had returned bringing a 

good report (2 Corinthians 7:6-7). Yet, the false apostles were still in Corinth and they had 

attacked Paul’s credentials and ministry as an Apostle. 

 

After the praise section, Paul immediately addresses some of the concerns brought up by 

these false teachers. Paul describes his integrity. This description has two parts. He shows his 

integrity in his conduct and in his writing. 

  I. How We Behaved Ourselves (verse 12) 

II. How We Wrote (verses 13-14) 

 

I. How We Behaved Ourselves (verse 12) 

 

2 Corinthians 1:12    “For our boasting is this: the testimony of our conscience 

[because] we conducted ourselves in the world in simplicity and godly sincerity, 

not with fleshly wisdom but by the grace of God, and more abundantly toward 

you.” 
 

A. Before speaking about one sore point with the Corinthians, his travel plans, Paul takes 

time to describe the motivation for his ministry both among them and everywhere he 

preached. First, He had a clear conscience. The word “conscience” means “the inward 

faculty of distinguishing right and wrong, moral consciousness, conscience.” Paul could 
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speak confidently about his personal motivation in the ministry because his conscience was 

clear.  

 

B. Second, his conscience was clear because, “we conducted ourselves in the world 

in simplicity and godly sincerity.” Paul conduct was both “in simplicity” and 

“holiness.”  There is a discussion about which Greek word is used in this phrase. Both 

words in the manuscripts sound very similar and really are not at odds.  The word “simple” 

means “single and without. Guile.” “Holiness” means as “reflecting God’s moral 

perfection.” Either way, Paul was not duplicitous. He did not desire to exalt himself, only 

God. This holiness is demonstrated through, “godly sincerity.” He acted always with 

openness and purity of motive. 

 

C. Third, Paul did not chose the way of worldly wisdom but to be motivated by the grace of 

God.  

v.12    “Not with fleshly wisdom but by the grace of God, and more abundantly 

toward you”  

Paul’s conduct always reflected this ultimate goal. We read how Paul came to the 

Thessalonians. 

1 Thessalonians 2:10–12    “You are witnesses, and God also, how devoutly and 

justly and blamelessly we behaved ourselves among you who believe; as you 

know how we exhorted, and comforted, and charged every one of you, as a 

father does his own children, so that you would walk worthy of God who calls 

you into His own kingdom and glory.”  

He wrote in his first letter to the Corinthians.  

1 Corinthians 2:3–5    “I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much 

trembling. And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of 

human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, [in order] that 

your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.” 

 

II. How We Wrote (verses 13-14) 

 

2 Corinthians 2:13-14    “For we are not writing any other things to you than what 

you read or understand. Now I trust you will understand, even to the end (as also 

you have understood us in part), that we are your boast as you also are ours, in 

the day of the Lord Jesus.” 
 

A. The issue of Paul’s letters looms large in this epistle. These false apostles criticized Paul 

while not having met him. Consider 2 Corinthians 10:9–11.  

“lest I seem to terrify you by letters. For his letters, they say, are weighty and 

powerful, but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech contemptible. Let 

such a person consider this, that what we are in word by letters when we are 

absent, such we will also be in deed when we are present.” 
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B. Paul insisted that his letters were not designed to deceive, but to be crystal clear. 

“For we are not writing any other things to you than what you read or 

understand.”  

The Apostle Paul sought to be clear and understandable. There were no double talking or 

hidden agendas in what he wrote. Obviously the false apostles put a spin on Paul’s words 

and sought to discredit him. Even in Paul’s day communication was a difficult thing and 

required continual effort. In 2 Corinthians 2:17 we get a little glimpse of how the false 

apostles characterized Paul’s letters and activity.  

“For we are not, as so many, peddling the word of God; but as of sincerity, but as 

from God, we speak in the sight of God in Christ.”  

Paul again insists his motives were not related to money or any other thing like that. His 

ministry and lifestyle bore out Paul’s defense. 

 

C. Paul’s prayed the Corinthians would grow to fully understand all he wrote so they could 

rejoice in what God was doing in one another’s lives. 

2 Corinthians 1:14    “Now I trust you will understand, even to the end (as also 

you have understood us in part), that we are your boast as you also are ours, in 

the day of the Lord Jesus.”  
The Apostle Paul was all about rejoicing in what God was doing in His life and in their lives. 

He even looked at their rejoicing in one another in view of eternity. 

 

What do we learn from this? 

 

We need to continually ask ourselves; “Why do we do what we do?” Our motivation must be 

clear to ourselves and hopefully to others. Paul already wrote to these Corinthians.  

1 Corinthians 4:1-4    “Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and 

stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required in stewards that one 

be found faithful. But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by 

you or by a human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. For I know of 

nothing against myself, yet I am not justified by this; but He who judges me is the 

Lord.” 

 

Second, we need to be careful we are never duplicitous. If we try to deceive or make 

merchandise of the Gospel or of Christ we may face the condemnation of God. In the Old 

Testament some of the Lord’s most scathing words are for false prophets. 

 

Finally, realize that Paul’s heart desire was to see people saved and local churches planted. 

Where ever Paul went with the Gospel, he left churches behind. 


