
Mk. 13:24-31  “A Time of Signs in the Sky”

For the Children: I grew up in Australia, where there are many bush-fires in summer.  Often, there were so many 
clouds of smoke and ash in the air that the sun went dull, the moon turned dark red, and you couldn’t see the stars at 
night at all.  When God destroys cities due to their wickedness, He often uses armies going to war to carry out His 
judgements.  War fills the air with smoke and dust, so the sun, moon and stars are less visible.  It is terrible to 
experience such things.  But even in war – or bush-fires – the Lord Jesus is near to His people.  We can cling to His 
Word, which cannot be broken.  Questions: How did God bring good from the destruction of Jerusalem?  Which words 
of Jesus would have brought comfort to believers in AD 70?  What is the most important test of whether something is 
true or not?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: Signs at the End
• Dark Skies: The darkening of the sun and moon and the disappearance of the stars, this sounds like the end of 

the world.  See Is. 34:4, Joel 3:15, 2 Pet. 3:10.  However, this kind of language was also used for temporal 
judgements in the OT, when the tumult of war raised smoke and dust that darkened the heavenly lights (Is. 
13:10; Ezk. 32:7; Joel 2:10; Amos 8:9).  Joel 2:30-32 seems to fit especially well with the judgement of AD 70.

• Clouds of Judgement: The Son of Man will return “on the clouds” (Dan. 7:13, Mk. 14:62, Rev. 1:7).  However, 
the OT also uses this language for God’s temporal judgements, or as signs of His holiness – such as the dark 
gloom and clouds at Sinai (Ex. 19:16).  Clouds came with storms and war, displaying God’s anger at the 
wicked.  See also Joel 2:2; Zech. 9:14; Zeph. 1:15.

• The Elect Gathered: When the Lord returns, He will gather up all the elect who are still alive from all over the 
world.  However, verse 27 fits well with the spreading of the Gospel to the “ends of the earth” after AD 70. 
Joel 2:28-32, implies that the survivors from Jerusalem’s destruction would carry the message so that 
“whoever” called on the Lord would be saved – even Gentiles.

• Three Phases: These signs have been arranged so that they first put the believers in Jerusalem on alert (vss. 5-
13); then tell them it’s time to flee (vss. 14-23); and finally describe the actual destruction of Jerusalem and its 
consequences for the spread of the Gospel (vss. 24-27).  

Second Point: Signs Like the Fig Tree
• When the Tree Greens: This section is wrapped up with an illustration from the greening of the fig tree, which 

shows that winter is over and summer inevitably on the way.  The greening is a specific sign that can be seen 
and allow men to know that change is coming.

• When The Signs Occur: Similarly, the specific signs before Jerusalem’s destruction would show the  believers 
there that Jesus was near in judgement, so they could flee.  Even today, judgement and salvation show that 
Jesus is always near, to deal with opposition and to rescue His people.  He is very active in this world!

• For This Generation: Like Mt. 24, Mark distinguishes the specific signs about AD 70, from the general truths 
about the end of the world.  He uses “these things/those days” to refer to AD 70 – language also found in our 
text - and indicates the change in subject in v. 32, “But of that day or hour…”  He adds in v. 29 that the people 
alive then would see these things.  He tells a Parable that has to do with recognizing specific signs.  To make 
vss. 24-27 refer to the end of the world ignores all this, and makes the subject jump back and forth in a 
confusing way!

• The Inevitable Word: The Temple, Jerusalem, and the OT religion will all pass away.  But the Words of the 
Lord Jesus will not, for He is God.  His Word provides the only stability in a changing world.  See Ps. 102:25-
27, Is. 6:8.  It is not the evidence of our senses that is the great proof of truth; it is His Word.  

Conclusion:


