
MARK: THE GOSPEL IN ACTION

“The Folly of Fear in the 

Presence of Jesus”
MARK 9:30-37



Mark 9:30–37 (ESV)

30 They went on from there and 

passed through Galilee. And He did 

not want anyone to know, 

31 for He was teaching His disciples, 

saying to them, “The Son of Man is 

going to be delivered into the hands 

of men, and they will kill Him. And 

when He is killed, after three days He 

will rise.” 

32 But they did not understand the 

saying, and were afraid to ask Him.



Mark 9:30–37 (ESV)

33 And they came to Capernaum. 

And when He was in the house He 

asked them, “What were you 

discussing on the way?” 

34 But they kept silent, for on the 

way they had argued with one 

another about who was the 

greatest. 



Mark 9:30–37 (ESV)

35 And He sat down and called the 

twelve. And He said to them, “If 

anyone would be first, he must be 

last of all and servant of all.” 

36 And He took a child and put him 

in the midst of them, and taking him 

in His arms, He said to them, 

37 “Whoever receives one such 

child in My Name receives Me, and 

whoever receives Me, receives not 

Me but Him who sent Me.”



James 1:5–6 (ESV)

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him 

ask God, who gives generously to 

all without reproach, and it will be 

given him. 

6 But let him ask in faith, with no 

doubting, for the one who doubts is 

like a wave of the sea that is driven 

and tossed by the wind.



I. Fear in the Face of Jesus’ 
Teaching (vv. 30-32)

II. Fear in the Face of Jesus’ Testing 
(vv. 33-34)

III. The Folly of Fear in the Presence 
of Jesus (vv. 35-37)



I. Fear in the Face of Jesus’ 
Teaching (vv. 30-32)

30 They went on from there and 

passed through Galilee. And He did 

not want anyone to know, 

31 for He was teaching His disciples, 

saying to them, “The Son of Man is 

going to be delivered into the 

hands of men, and they will kill Him. 

And when He is killed, after three 

days He will rise.”



I. Fear in the Face of Jesus’ 
Teaching (vv. 30-32)

32 But they did not understand the 

saying, and were afraid to ask Him.



Hosea 6:2 (ESV)

2 After two days He will revive us; 

on the third day He will raise us up, 

that we may live before Him.



II. Fear in the Face of Jesus’ Testing 
(vv. 33-34)

33 And they came to Capernaum. 

And when He was in the house He 

asked them, “What were you 

discussing on the way?” 

34 But they kept silent, for on the 

way they had argued with one 

another about who was the 

greatest.



III. The Folly of Fear in the Presence 
of Jesus (vv. 35-37)

35 And He sat down and called the 

twelve. And He said to them, “If 

anyone would be first, he must be 

last of all and servant of all.” 

36 And He took a child and put him 

in the midst of them, and taking him 

in His arms, He said to them,



III. The Folly of Fear in the Presence 
of Jesus (vv. 35-37)

37 “Whoever receives one such 

child in My Name receives Me, and 

whoever receives Me, receives not 

Me but Him who sent Me.”



THREE LESSONS FROM THIS PASSAGE

1. Never be afraid or hesitant to ask 

the Lord for understanding of a 

matter for which you lack judgment. 

He is more willing to give us 

understanding than we are willing to 

ask for it.



THREE LESSONS FROM THIS PASSAGE

2. Never fear the searching 

questions of Jesus that come to us 

through His Word and His Spirit. They 

are designed to help us search our 

hearts and discover those thoughts 

and attitudes that do not belong in 

the life of His disciples.



THREE LESSONS FROM THIS PASSAGE

3. Fear is childish, while a heart of 

humble service is the child-like mark 

of true greatness in the kingdom that 

Jesus is building.


