
Page 1 of 16 
 

The Engrafted Word 
Studies in James 
By Richard Warmack 
 
Bible Text: James 1:19-21 
Preached on:  Sunday, October 4, 2009 
 
Grace Baptist Church 
c/o Richard Warmack 
900 Wedgewood Dr. 
Ruston, LA 71270 
 
Website:   www.gracebaptistofruston.org 
Online Sermons:  www.sermonaudio.com/graceofruston 
 
 
Take your Bibles with me this morning and turn back to the epistle of James.   
 
I have to say I have preached through James before, but I have never preached through it 
in the same way that I am preaching through it this time. And I will tell you what. This is 
a unique book for us to go through.  And it gives us some insight into how you and I 
should live our lives.  
 
Now I know I have been accused by many who, according to what they have said, have 
no understanding nor knowledge of the truth of the gospel as it is in Christ Jesus and do 
not understand the reforming power of the grace of God in a man or woman’s life. There 
is no doubt, as we are going to look at this morning that those who believe the gospel, 
those who come to know Christ as the Lord their righteousness they do in their character 
and their conduct by way of practical obedience seek to honor God in every area of their 
lives. Now there is just no doubt about it.  And I would be a fool to stand up here and 
anybody else would be a fool to stand up and try to defend the position that God’s 
children, that the elect of God, those chosen by God before the foundation of the world, 
those whom Christ represented by his obedience unto death at Calvary, those whom were 
raised together with Christ Jesus when he raised him from the dead and who are 
regenerated and converted by the Spirit of Christ, by that Holy Spirit that Christ in you 
the hope of glory, it would be foolish for me to not say that there is not a change in a man 
or woman’s life.  Now that is just... that is just so. 
 
Now I don’t believe the change can be measured the way this world tries to measure it in 
religion, but there is a grace and a gratitude and that is what we are going to talk about 
this morning, our doctrine and our ethics that is a radical change in our lives. We want to. 
And that is the thing. If a man or a woman truly knows this Christ and they know what it 
cost to put away their sin, they cannot help but be in love with him.   
 
I have had the privilege of being with my wife for 30 years and after 30 years I can 
honestly say that I love her now more at 30 years of age than I did when we started this 
trek together back in 1979.  And the reason I love her more is because I know more of 
what her goals are and our goals are as a family and I know more of her love to me and 
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her love for our children and her faithfulness to me as her husband and to our boys and to 
this gospel ministry for the 20 plus years that she has supported me in this gospel 
ministry. And I can’t help but love her. 
 
And it is the same way. As we come to know more about what has been done for us 
through Christ about how he through his obedience and his great love that he loved us 
with before the foundation of the world, stepped out of eternity and stepped into time and 
came here and took into union with his divine holy nature a sinless humanity and walked 
among us and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. He tabernacled in this life and then bore our sins, literally, legally 
charged and bore our sins in his body on the tree and by his stripes we are healed. You 
can’t help if you get that glimpse of who that person is and what he actually 
accomplished and where he is now and how he ever lives to intercede for you. You can’t 
help but be moved to love him and seek to honor him in every area and aspect of your 
life. 
 
And that is what this book of James is about.  It is not showing us what we do in order to 
get saved.  James is not teaching something that is contrary to what the apostle Paul 
taught. James believed salvation based solely and completely on the blood and imputed 
righteousness of Christ. 
 
 You say, “How do you know that?” 
 
Read the book.  Read the book of Acts. Listen to his own testimony of the grace of the 
gospel of God, about who Christ is and what he actually did.  Read his own words here. 
He is not teaching another gospel.  It is not a variation on the gospel.  He didn’t teach 
justification by works as far as our stand or our position before God.  But I will tell you 
what. Just like the apostle Paul encouraged those who had received Christ Jesus and who 
had rested in Christ Jesus to bring our character and our conduct into conformity to 
Christ. That is what James so brilliantly and accurately lays out before us in this great 
book that he wrote for us under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.   
 
I have entitled this message this morning, “The Engrafted Word.” 
 
I want us to read the text that we are going to cover this morning. Look at James chapter 
one. We made it down through verse 18 last week. We want to look at verses 19 through 
21 this morning. 
 
Notice what he says. 
 

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to 
speak, slow to wrath: For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness 
of God.  Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and [well, this is a hard word to 
say] superfluity [I guess that is the way you pronounce] of naughtiness, 
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and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your 
souls.1 

 
May the Lord bless the reading of his Word and bless us this morning as we preach his 
gospel.  
 
As we noted, as we have gone through this first part of this book, this first chapter, one of 
the main issues in the epistle of James is this matter of Christian ethics. He is talking 
about our behavior.  He is talking simply to put it... he is talking about our practice, how 
we live our lives practically as prescribed by God’s Word, by his commandment. 
 
And, see, this has to do with our behavior.  And what is our attitude to Christ and how do 
we conduct ourselves? What is our manner of life?  I guess that is the best way to put it. 
How do you live? When you are outside of Grace Baptist Church in Russton, Louisiana, 
how does the world perceive you and your character and your conduct?  
 
James deals with this issue throughout this whole epistle.  In James chapter three verse 13 
he writes, “Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you?”2 
 
Now notice this. Who is wise?  How do we know who a wise person is in the Lord?  
Notice what he says here in James chapter three verse 13. 
 
“Let him shew out of a good conversation...”3 
 
Now that is not... that word “conversation” it is not the best translation. It is out of a good 
behavior is what he is talking about, conversation.  
 
Out of a good behavior, “... his works with meekness of wisdom.”4 
 
James certainly isn’t the only one that promotes this issue. Now he is not.  All the epistles 
have something to say about how believers should conduct themselves in this world. And 
the main issue is that believers, justified sinners, those for whom Christ came and 
suffered and lived and died, rose again and stands in glory to ever intercede for us.  Those 
men and women who have been blessed above all men and women on this planet, how 
we should conduct themselves in a way that honors God. Now this is our responsibility. 
Exalt the Lord Jesus Christ and is worth of the calling that we have in the gospel. 
 
Look back at Romans chapter six.  Romans chapter six notice verse 12.  You see, before 
he ever starts talking about how we should live and it is important how we live. Do you 
hear me?  Don’t you ever leave Grace Baptist Church and say, “That preacher doesn’t 
care how you live.” 
 

                                                
1 James 1:19-21. 
2 James 3:13.  
3 Ibid.  
4 Ibid.  
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I do care. I care how I live.  I am telling you. Our character and our conduct ought to be 
spotless. We ought to be above reproach. But I am going to tell you one thing. I am 
always going to be careful to tell you. Before I ever tell you how to live, I am going to 
follow the apostle’s way of teaching.  But when we talk about how you live, we are going 
to talk about what you possess because if you look here in Romans chapter six verse 12 
he says this. 
 
“Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.  For he that is dead is freed...”5 
 
That word “freed” literally in the original translation is justified.  
 
“For he that is dead is [justified] from sin.”6 
 
Where do you stand this morning?  If you are in Christ Jesus when his righteousness 
charged, imputed, legally to your account, you stand before God holy, unblameable and 
unreprovable in his sight. That is where you start.   
 
Now this religious world out there is teaching people to try to reform, to try to bring their 
character in conformity, character and conduct into conformity to Christ so that they can 
get life. 
 
There is a big deal of difference there.  We start out already justified. We start out 
already... you have in Christ Jesus, when you rested in Christ... actually when you think 
about it when Christ’s righteousness was imputed to your account at Calvary, there was 
absolutely no possibility that anyone whom Christ represented at Calvary could 
ultimately miss glory. They were raised together and made to sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus.  
 
Now it is revealed to you in time what you possess, what Christ accomplished for you.  
But listen. We start out already. When we first believe the gospel and we rested in Christ, 
when God first revealed Christ to us, the hope of glory, we are not going to gain any 
more righteousness or any more acceptance.  We are already made holy before God.  We 
are already accepted in the beloved.   
 
And listen. Whatever you do or do not do does not make you any more accepted. And 
wherever we fail it does not make us any less accepted. God’s love for you does not vary, 
folks.  It is constant in good times and bad times.   When we are holy God loves us in 
Christ Jesus. And when we fail him and we break his commandments, do you know 
what? God’s love for us never varies.  He is able to keep you and present you holy, 
unblameable, unreprovable in his sight. 
 
Now, based on that, that you are already justified notice what he says in verse 12. 
 
                                                
5 Romans 6:6-7. 
6 Romans 6:7.  
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“Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body.”7 
 
Why? 
 
He says, “Let not sin reign...” Therefore what? Because you are justified. That is what 
that word “therefore” is in there for.  It is referring back to what he has already talked 
about. The motive for us to not let sin reign in our mortal bodies is what? We are already 
justified.  We already have all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 
 
“...that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.  Neither yield ye your members as 
instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as [listen] those 
that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto 
God.”8 
 
Look over at Ephesians chapter four.  Notice what Paul says.  Ephesians chapter four 
verse one.   
 
He says, “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith ye are called.”9 
 
Again, context is everything.  He spent chapters one and chapters two of Ephesians 
telling these people who they are and what they were by virtue of their oneness with the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
And now because you are one with Christ, because you have been blessed with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ Jesus, because you will be presented holy 
and accepted in Christ Jesus the Lord, do what?  Walk worthy.   
 
Do you see that? That is the motive.  Walk worthy of the calling. 
 
So, in essence, what we are talking about... turn back to our text.  Is the manner of life 
and behavior that the gospel requires.  Did you hear that? The gospel requires a manner 
of life and behavior.   
 
In this matter we can sum of the whole issue with two lines.  Grace is our doctrine, folks. 
Gratitude is our ethic.  The gospel message itself says to our doctrine, what does the 
gospel doctrine show us?  It shows us clearly and quite pointedly that Christ’s 
righteousness alone, do you hear that? Christ’s righteousness alone secured our complete 
salvation.  Christ’s righteousness alone satisfied God’s law and God’s justice on your 
behalf. Christ’s righteousness alone qualified us for God’s favor and fellowship and 
Christ’s righteousness alone entitled us to the whole inheritance of grace and glory 
before. Do you hear me? Before we make any effort to serve or obey the commands of 
God.   

                                                
7 Romans 6:12.  
8 Romans 6:12-13. 
9 Ephesians 4:1.  
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Now that is comforting, is it not? 
 
Before... 
 
Do you mean tot tell me, Richard, that before I take that first step even to love God 
Christ’s righteousness justified me? That is what this book teaches.   
 
Huh. 
 
It teaches Christ bore your sins in his body on the tree and by his stripes you are healed 
completely.   
 
I am going to tell you what. That thief on the cross was as holy and accepted as the 
apostle Paul after he had served his whole life and died as a martyr over the gospel of 
God’s grace.  And if Paul could be here today to tell us, he would tell you first off, “I am 
no more accepted than that man was.”  
 
Why?  They had the same ground of acceptance.  They had the same hope.  What hope?  
Christ in you the hope of glory.  That is enough.   
 
And, see, this doctrine applied to our mind it is the only thing that can remove all those 
legalistic efforts that are in us by nature to obey.  It shows us, listen, that any attempts, 
the gospel shows us that any attempts at obedience or efforts to be conformed to Christ 
and our character and conduct, they don’t save you.  They don’t make you more 
qualified. They don’t preserve you. And listen. They don’t entitle you to any part of 
salvation. These efforts that we put forth. They are to be motivated one way. 
 
Listen. Anything we give. Anything we do by way of obedience. It has to be motivated 
based on the sure and certain knowledge of already accepted.  I am already justified. I am 
already fit. I am already qualified. I am already entitled. All grace here and all glory 
hereafter.  Now I can serve. 
 
Because listen. The only person who can serve is those who are in God’s favor.   
 
God the Holy Spirit never exhorts any of God’s children to do anything by way of 
obedience motivated by legal fear of punishment or loss or mercenary promises of earned 
reward. 
 
We don’t... I don’t have to beat you to death to make you feel bad and awful about who 
you are and what you are in order to get you to go to church and give you money or seek 
to love God or seek to love your neighbor as yourself.  If you do, folks, that is the wrong 
motive to serve. 
 
Why are you here?  Why do you pray?  Why do you seek to love God? Why do you seek 
to love your neighbor which the world doesn’t understand it, which includes your worst 
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enemy, the person who would do you the greatest... why would you pray for somebody 
who hates you and the God you serve, huh?  What can motivate you to do that? 
 
Because, you know, the only God that can save any sinner is who?  The one true God. 
 
But, see, another vital issue in this matter is our ethics. You see, this is the thing.  Our 
doctrine is set by Christ and by grace, but our ethics are determined by God’s testimony, 
his revealed Word. 
 
And listen. It is not by suggested thought.  I don’t just make up how they... I don’t get out 
of bed in the morning and think, you know, I think I am going to obey just because I feel 
like it.   
 
What... God has written us his Word, has he not?  He has told us very clearly what he... 
what our responsibility is.  And that is why James writes. He says, “Receive with 
meekness the engrafted word.”10 
 
The believer’s life and conduct, you know what? Our life ought to be guided by this 
book, not by how we feel.  Now I know you think about it, the believer’s life and conduct 
is to be guided by the Word of God and many people don’t like to call it the law of God. 
But if you want to call it the law of God we are not talking about the 10 Commandments, 
now.  We are talking about God’s revealed will by way of command. 
 
If you want to call that law of God, you go right ahead. That is fine.  God’s Word is our 
rule.   He tells us very clearly in the New Testament exactly what our responsibility was 
and is.  Our Lord Jesus Christ was asked one time.  
 
He said, “What can I do that I might gain life?” 
 
How did he respond? He said, “Keep the commandments.” 
 
Which ones?  Now our Lord didn’t go through and list the 10.  He said what? Love God 
with all your heart, mind, soul and strength and the second is like unto it. Love your 
neighbor as yourself. On these two hangs what? The whole law.   
 
What does he mean? The whole revealed will of by way of commandment hangs on those 
two. Anything you do, folks, judge it by those two commands in your life. 
 
Some would argue that our rule is love, not law.  But listen. Love without law is 
meaningless.  The believer’s rule most certainly is love, but listen.  God’s law, God’s 
Word gives substance to the love that is required.   
 
How do we know what to do? He wrote it down for us.   
 
We are so ignorant of it by nature.  God’s Word says that we are to seek to love God and 
                                                
10 James 1:21.  
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we are to seek to love our neighbor. And God’s Word gives us specifics whereby we are 
to express our love to our God and we are to express our love to our brethren and to our 
neighbor in general.  It is true that we can’t keep God’s law perfectly because of what? 
Remaining self love and self righteousness and selfishness.   
 
It is also true that when we see the extent of the requirement of God’s law, it clearly 
exposes our sinfulness and it exposed to us our continual need of Christ and his 
righteousness alone as our only ground, hope and cause of salvation.   
 
And listen. It is also just as true that we are to strive toward perfection in our character 
and our conduct.  Do you hear me? You are to strive... didn’t he say that?  Press... I press, 
forgetting those things which are behind. What do I do today? I press toward the mark of 
the high calling of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Now here in verses 19 down through verse 27 this is really the second major division of 
the book of James. And James has been talking about trials that were sent from our God 
that are meant to cause us to grow and to be more and more conformed to the image of 
Christ. And as we saw last week, he made it very clear that our temptations to sin are 
quite different from trials sent of God.  Those temptations of sin, in other words, those 
inner solicitations to do evil God doesn’t... they don’t... God doesn’t send them. God does 
not tempt us with evil. He does not tempt you to commit adultery or lie or cheat or steal. 
Where does that come from?  It comes out of us.   
 
He emphasized then how that God, what is he?  He instead of tempting me with sin, he is 
the giver of all good things, right?  And all glorious things come from above, from the 
Father of lights.  
 
And then he makes a connection between that first section that deals with trials and 
temptations and this next section that we are going to begin to look at this morning and 
the connection to these two sections is this, the Word of God.   
 
Look at verse 18. 
 
“Of his own will begat he us,”11 caused us to be born gain, “with the word of truth, that 
we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.”12 
 
He shows us here how the Word of God is an instrument in the new birth and 
regeneration and conversion. And this is the Word of the gospel whereby the Holy Spirit 
who first gives the sinner spiritual life and regeneration, then when he brings that sinner 
under the preaching of the gospel they rest in Christ alone. This is when we receive the 
engrafted Word of God. 
 
Now James gives us our proper relationship in verses 19 and 20. Notice what he says in 
verse 19.   
                                                
11 James 1:18. 
12 Ibid.  
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He says, “Wherefore.” 
 
Now that word “wherefore” would be better translated “you ought to know” or 
“knowing” or literally, “Take note of this. This is something important.” Wherefore. 
 
So what he is saying to us here is that we ought to take special note of what he is about to 
talk about.  It is vitally important to our spiritual health and the spiritual health of our 
soul. And he gives us three instructions here.  
 
The first one is this. He says, “Understand this. Know this. Take note of this.” 
 
First of all, “Let every man be swift to hear.”13 
 
What in the world does that mean? Well, think about it. What has that got to do with it? 
Swift to hear. That has to do with our attitude and our response to the preaching of the 
gospel, to the Word, the whole Word of God especially when we meet together in the 
worship and the study of God’s Word. 
 
In other words, what he is saying here is our primary task, your primary task is the task as 
a child of a God is to be careful how you do one thing.  Hear.  Hearing is important.   
 
How do we know that? Well, faith comes by what?  Not reading.  How does it come? It 
comes by hearing.  And hearing comes how? By the Word of God.   
 
I know this much, too. The Lord says, “The hearing ear, and the seeing eye...”14  
 
Where does it come from? And our Lord Jesus Christ constantly said, “He that hath ears 
to hear, let him...” What?  “Let him hear.” 
 
Now listen. If the hearing ear and the seeing eye, the Lord hath made the both of them 
and he says, “Let him that hath ears to hear, let him hear,” what is he telling us?  
 
Those who have been given the hearing ear, what do they do?  They pay attention.   
 
Two little dogs I got.  I can walk outside sometimes. I mean, they are not real obedient. I 
can yell their names and wherever they are at, you know what? They come.  
 
I can remember as a child we used to go play way away from our house. And it would get 
late in the afternoon and my momma would come to the door and she would yell, “Boys, 
come home.” 
 

                                                
13 James 1:19.  
14 Proverbs 20:12.  
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And do you know which two came out of the woods?  Everybody’s children didn’t run 
out of there.  Me and my brother, we heard her voice and do you know what?  We came 
home because we know if we didn’t there was peril to be paid.   
 
And that is what I am saying is we ought to be eager to hear the Word of God. I hope you 
have a hunger and a thirst for the Word of God, to know more about Christ and about his 
righteousness. 
 
Listen to this.  Peter put it like this.  He says, “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk 
of the word, that ye may grow thereby.”15 
 
I tell you. You don’t have to teach a baby to such a bottle, do you?  Huh?  You just don’t.  
Why? Because they know there is nourishment there.  And it is the same way.  When a 
man or woman is born of God what do they do?  They seek out nourishment.  They seek 
out that which is spiritual health to their souls. 
 
Listen. Believers should view the Word of God as the most precious thing that we have to 
the health of our soul.  
 
How do you value the Word?  So many people who claim to believe the gospel, they hold 
the Word of God and the preaching of the gospel with such a low value, I think. That is 
scary.  
 
But notice the next thing.  He says we all ought to be swift to hear, but he says, secondly, 
“Let every man be slow to speak.” 
 
What in the world is he talking about here? Well it doesn’t mean that men of God, God’s 
servants, his preachers, those that God has gifted to know and understand and teach the 
Word of God shouldn’t speak. That is not what he is talking about there. This isn’t 
seeking to stifle the Christian ministry, the Christian witness. God’s Word says in 
Psalm... David wrote in Psalm 107 verse two, “Let the redeemed of the LORD say so.”16 
 
But, see, this is the thing. What he is telling us here is so many in religion, do you know 
what they are ready to do today?  They are too ready to speak.  They are too ready to try 
to teach. They are too ready to try go give their opinion. That is the problem. We have 
got too many folks and too many pulpits in too many offices giving their opinion. This is 
not my opinion, folks. Preaching the gospel is not preaching an opinion or a thought.  If it 
was just well I think... I wouldn’t do this.  I just wouldn’t.  You shouldn’t either. 
 
But, see, that is the thing. There are so many are ready to speak, ready to give their 
opinion when they ought to be more ready to do what?  Hear and listen and learn from 
others who know and believe the gospel.   

                                                
15 1 Peter 2:2.  
16 Psalm 107:2.  
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There is nothing better for the child of God, even myself. You know, I value the 
opportunities I have to hear men preach.   
 
Now I will tell you.  I will be honest. I don’t listen to myself.  I don’t. I really don’t.  I 
make all those tapes and all those CDs and I can dare say that within 20 years I haven’t 
listened to maybe 10 minutes of what I have preached in the last 20 something years.   
 
But I tell you what. I do listen to Bill and I do listen to Ken and I do listen to Henley. And 
I listen to these others.  I am grateful to God that there are places where I can hear the 
gospel. 
 
But, folks, as much as I value and love to preach the gospel, I love to hear it as much as I 
love to preach it, because I need to somebody that... I haven’t learned it all.  I have been 
doing this for several years now and I will tell you. I am still growing in grace and 
knowledge of the truth.  And I tell you. I don’t think there will ever be a time in my life 
that I am still not learning something.  
 
I’ll tell you what. I have been with some aged saints in my short life on this planet.  I tell 
you. All you got to do is visit 13th Street Baptist Church and meet some of those men and 
women that have walked with the Lord 30, 40, 50 years that are now in their 70s and 80s.  
And you set up there and I that, I tell you, that is a humbling thing for a man that is 50 to 
stand up and preach to people that are 30 years older than him. 
 
But then to have somebody come up to you that is 30 years your elder, that has been 
around the gospel 30 years longer than you have come up to you and tell you how blessed 
they are by the gospel of God’s grace and how much they gained from it, how much they 
learned from it.   
 
I... see, that is the thing. We are going to learn all our lives, because you are going to be 
learning when you perish. Now you are. So what he is talking about there is he is talking 
about young believers. He is talking about those that are newly born into the faith. They 
ought to take notice here to listen up and learn from their elders.  It is not that young 
believers shouldn’t speak and shouldn’t witness the gospel, but they shouldn’t be so 
quick to speak.   
 
I tell you in my brashness in my youth sometimes you say things that would, you know 
what? They would better left unsaid.  Something to be said for wisdom and temperance. 
 
Now I will tell you what we... see, that is the thing.  When we are young we say some 
things that are right, but it is the way we say them.  Do you hear me? I guarantee you, 
somebody with wisdom that has seen things transpire and they live through those things, 
they... give me somebody with experience. I am going to get on a plane this week, a big 
one. And I am going to fly to California. 
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I don’t want somebody flying that big plane that just graduated from Louisiana Tech 
aviation department, would you?  I want that guy that landed that plane up there in the 
Hudson River. That is the one I want. I want somebody that has got some skill, that has 
got some experience, that has been there and done that. And I tell you. That is why God 
lets us grow up together in the gospel because, look. There is always somebody that 
knows more than you, that can help you with their experience and their wisdom and their 
guidance and their instruction and learning. And we ought to be willing to hear and 
willing to listen to them.   
 
Our speech should be thought out and should be the result of listening and learning rather 
than the result of rash... being rash and being impetuous, just having to say something.  
Nothing troubles me more than you hear somebody say this. I had somebody in particular 
in mind when I think about this. They are dead and gone now. But they said, “That one 
thing about me, I always speak my mind.” 
 
My thoughts when she always said that to me is, “Well, you haven’t got much to say 
then, because if you spoke your whole mind.” 
 
Sometimes it is better to just shut up, folks, and listen. 
 
Because notice the next thing he says. Let us be slow to learn and slow to wrath.  I tell 
you whenever God’s revealed will by way of command crosses our will like it does so 
many times.  What do we do?  When things don’t go the way we want it to go and we 
don’t get our way just like children what do we do? We get angry and we become 
rebellious.   
 
And I want to tell you. Whenever God’s preachers tells us what we all need to hear in 
these areas, particularly in these areas of character and conduct, about how we ought to 
bring our character and conduct into conformity to Christ, we have a tendency if we are 
not doing what we should do, what do we do? We get angry. And we become offended. 
But that shouldn’t be. Why?   
 
For the wrath of God, James writes, what does it do?  It worketh not the righteousness of 
God.  Anger towards God’s Word and towards God’s preacher, it doesn’t promote the 
gospel and it doesn’t promote the things of the kingdom or the glory of God.  And one of 
the main reasons of obedience and good behavior is what? To promote the glory of the 
kingdom of God.   
 
You don’t want people to not come here because they say, “Ah, they are a bunch of 
hypocrites down there,” would you?  You wouldn’t want to live in such a way where 
somebody... I am not going down there. They ain’t got nothing to say, because I know 
how those folks live.   
 
Well, notice our proper perspective.  Notice verse 21.   
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“Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with  
meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.”17 
 
Now I am going to quit trying to say that big word, but whatever that s word is there 
because that is a hard one to say. This phrase, “superfluity of naughtiness,”18 it would be 
better translated “the abundance of evil that surrounds us,” or “ the abundance of evil that 
is so prevalent.” 
 
Now how are we to receive the Word of God?  Well, here is how we are to receive it. We 
are to put off, we are to get rid of every wicked and evil thing all that would oppose the 
Word of God, all that would promote our own selfishness and we are to receive the Word 
of God that has been implanted into our thoughts. 
 
In other words, what?  We are to value that Word of God that is implanted in our hearts 
over and above everything in this world every day.  And how do we do this? He said we 
are to receive it with meekness.   
 
I always think about... when I see the word “meek” I always think about our Lord Jesus 
Christ when he said, “Blessed are the meek.”19 
 
Now I could promise you there are none as meek as our Lord Jesus Christ. But, see, when 
we think about it today most people when they think about meekness what do they think 
about? They think about weakness.  
 
Do you know what meekness is?  I thought about this a lot.  Do you know what meekness 
is?  Meekness is the power to retaliate held in check.  That is what meekness is.  Our 
Lord Jesus Christ when they came to take him in the garden, he had the power to take 
every life of every person that came out there to get him that night though they came with 
swords and staffs. But what did he do?  
 
“As a sheep before her shearers is dumb,”20 what did our Lord Jesus Christ do?  “He 
openeth not his mouth.”21 
 
And he went with them. That is an amazing thing to me. They came out to get him and 
he, our Lord Jesus Christ looked at him and, “Whom seek you?” 
 
“We seek Jesus of Nazareth.” 
 
“I am.” 
 

                                                
17 James 1:21.  
18 Ibid.  
19 Matthew 5:5. 
20 Isaiah 53:7.   
21 Ibid.  
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And it says what? They all fell to the ground.  Knocked them down.  Our Lord Jesus 
Christ many times walked out through the midst of people and he could have walked 
away, but what did he do? The will and purpose of almighty God was for him to suffer 
and bleed and die to put away sin.  
 
So what did he do? He stood right there. 
 
What kept him there? Meekness.  
 
How do we receive the Word of God? In meekness.   
 
What is meekness? 
 
A willingness to submit to God’s revealed will. 
 
Our Lord said, “If it is possible, let this cup pass from me. Nevertheless, not my will, 
but...” What? Thy will be done.  
 
Now that doesn’t come naturally, does it? And that doesn’t come easily.  To submit my 
will to his will. 
 
It is stated there are many times that God’s revealed will by way of commandment it 
opposes our old selfish will, does it not? And think of the areas of loving our neighbor as 
ourselves and consider that our neighbor includes our worst enemy, the person that would 
hold us and hate us the most and do the most ill towards us and God says for us to do 
what?  As much as is possible, live peaceably with who?  All men.   
 
Well, how are you going to do that?  You have got to work at it.  You have got to 
cultivate it within yourself a willingness to do God’s command. And we cultivate this by 
how? Studying and learning and applying God’s Word and with much prayer and with 
much encouragement from our brethren.   
 
Then he says this. We are to receive the engrafted Word.  That is to say the Word of God 
that has been implanted in our hearts by the Spirit of God. 
 
Well, think about it like this. If the Word of God has been planted, implanted in us, if it 
has taken root, there ought to be some desire to receive the Word of God with meekness, 
his will.  How do we receive what has already been implanted? What is he talking about 
here? 
 
You know, we are talking about the Word is already engrafted into us and he says for us 
now to receive it.  Literally what he is talking about, this word “receive” actually means 
to submit, to submit yourself to the Word of God. It means to welcome it and practice it.   
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Let that which been implanted in your heart, that which we know, what?  Grow and 
mature more based on the knowledge and the particulars that we learn more and more 
about Christ and who he is and what he accomplished on our behalf. 
 
But then notice this last phrase that he uses and we will quit right here.  He says, 
“...which is able to save your souls.”22 
 
Now listen. We know that God uses his Word, his gospel powerfully in the salvation of 
sinners.  Paul says in Romans chapter one verse 16 and 17: 
 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the 
Greek.  For therein [in the gospel] is the righteousness of God revealed 
from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.23 

 
We know faith comes by hearing and hearing comes by the Word of God. But now listen 
to me.  The Word is not the source or cause of salvation. It is the instrument used of our 
God by the power of the Holy Spirit to accomplish it. 
 
Look at one last verse.  Look at 2 Corinthians chapter four.   
 
Look at verse six.   
 
Now this is talking about the gospel. 
 
“For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”24 
 
Who did it? God did. How?  Through the preaching of the gospel.  This alone ought to 
give us a high value and regard for the Word of God to attend it and to hold it dear to our 
hearts and to make use of it and to be where it is preached and to be where it is taught. 
Your responsibility as a child of God is, you  know, “Don’t forsake the assembling of 
yourselves together.” 
 
Why? The way you grow, the way you mature, the way we learn to overcome these areas 
of our lives and bring our character and conduct into conformity to Christ, I guarantee 
you, it is by being unto the gospel.   
 
Because listen.  Our obedience is directly related to our love to God and our love to his 
Christ who came here and suffered and bled and died for us and we have to continually 
be reminded over and over and over again what he did for us. 
 

                                                
22 James 1:21.  
23 Romans 1:16-17.  
24 1 Corinthians 4:6.  
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See, this is the thing. We love him. Why? Because he first loved us.  And that is the 
thing. We have to be continually told over and over and over and over again of his great 
love for us. And when we know of his great love I can promise you, as God’s dear 
children, we will seek to love him. We do.  That is just... it just as a baby breathes, God’s 
children seek to love him.  They don’t do it perfectly and none of them are satisfied with 
their obedience.  But I will tell you. They do try.  They do try. And I will tell you, if you 
are not trying something is wrong.  Something is wrong, seriously wrong. 
 
God help us to be those that seek to bring our character and our conduct into conformity 
to Christ in every area of our lives.   
 
Let’s stand together and we will be dismissed.   
 
Bart, would you dismiss us, please? 


