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LESSONS ON PREDESTINATION #30

“Satan’s Fall: Its Time and Location” (Part Two)

(Scriptures from NKJV)

“He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this

purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the

devil.”  (I John 3:8)

“So the Lord God said to the serpent: ‘Because you have done this,

you are cursed more than all cattle, and more than every beast of the field; on

your belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust all the days of your life.  And I will

put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; 

He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.’” (Genesis 3:14, 15)

INTRODUCTION:  In today’s lesson, we will continue to consider the time and location of

Satan’s fall.  We will also focus on the sin which caused him to be cursed by God, and

removed from his position as God’s bishop or overseer of the created order.  In our studies

thus far we have the following observations concerning the being we now know as Satan:

(1) He was the firstborn and highest ranking of the angels, i.e. creatures of God.  -

Ezekiel 28:14.

(2) He, along with the rest of the angels, was created by God at some point in time

after the creation of the heavens and earth in Genesis 1:1, and before the formation of

man in the Garden of Eden.  Job 38:4-7; Psalm 104:2-6.

(3) He is made aware by observing the physical creation that he is a more noble

creature than man.  Psalm 8:3-5.

(4) He is instructed by God that the greatness of a moral creature is to be measured

by its obedience to God’s will and in its ability to experience contentment and satisfaction

in whatever role God’s providence has assigned to it in life.  Matthew 6:33.

(5) He is further informed that the two main characteristics of God’s Kingdom of

Heaven are humility and servanthood.  And that those of greater rank and importance in

the kingdom must be willing to condescend and serve those of lesser rank and importance. 

Matthew 20:20-28.

(6) His sin originated in that of a proud arrogant spirit of superiority over others and

a refusal to serve God and others.  Ezekiel 28:17; I Timothy 3:1,6.

(7) His rebellion occurred when he was informed that God would one day elevate a
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race of obedient men to a rank higher than that of the angels.  This was the probational

test for the angels.  Would they submit to this arrangement or not?  Hebrews 1:4,13,14;

2:5-8.

(8) He, knowing that man was on a probationary test of obedience, devises a plan

to destroy man’s obedience to God, and this would require God to destroy His creature,

man.  This would result in God’s plan for man to fail, thus revealing that God was not the

all-wise, all-powerful sovereign He claimed to be.  This would allow Satan to ascend to the

throne of God and take control of the universe.  Genesis 2:17; 3:1; John 8:44.

(9) I will set forth the proposition today that the first sin which Satan committed,

and for which he was cursed by God and removed from his office of overseer, occurred in

point of time when he tempted Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, bringing down the

curse of God upon mankind and the physical creation.

(10) In the last message, we examined the traditional view, which holds that

Satan’s fall occurred at some point in time prior to his appearance to Eve in the Garden,

and that he had already been judged and removed from his office of bishop or overseer of

God’s created order.  Thus his sin had no reference to his attack on man.

A.  THE TRADITIONAL VIEW.

1.  Its approach to Genesis 3:1-19   - Genesis 3:1 - “Now the serpent was more

cunning than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said to the

woman, ‘Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?”

a.  It acknowledges the first mention of Satan.

(1) A. W. Pink, in his Commentary on Genesis, pp. 35 and 36 says:

Here for the first time in Scripture we meet with that mysterious personage

the Devil.  He is introduced without any word of explanation concerning his

previous history.  For our knowledge of his creation, his pre-Adamic

existence, the exalted position which he occupied, and his terrible fall from

it, we are dependent upon other passages, notably, Isaiah 14:12-15 and

Ezekiel 28:12-19.

(2) NOTE: Pink is correct in saying that our understanding of Satan,

that old serpent, must be gleaned from other Biblical data, and then applied to Genesis 3. 

We have done so extensively in the previous messages.
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b.  It then makes its assumption that Satan is already fallen and cursed

before he appears to Eve.  C. Fred Dickason, in his book, Angels, Elect and Evil, p. 135,

says,

There is no clear revelation as to exactly when Satan fell, but there are limits

to the possible time which we may deduce from Biblical evidence.  If we

assume that angels were part of the creation of Genesis 1:1, then the fall

follows that point.  However it may be that angels were created prior to the

creation of the heavens and the earth.  In either case, angels were present

when God “laid the foundation of the earth” and “set its

measurements” (Job 38:4,5, NASV), for it was then “the morning stars

sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy.” (Job 38:7). 

This involved all the angels rejoicing with God.  Satan and his angels fell

then, sometime after the original creation of the heavens and the earth.  

It is certain that Satan had fallen before Genesis 3 where the temptation of

Adam and Eve is recorded.  He fell before man fell, but whether he fell

before or after man’s creation, we cannot say certainly.

(1) NOTE: I agree with Dickason that Satan had to have fallen

sometime after the creation of the earth, but I do not agree as to how he can say with

certainty that he was fallen prior to his approach to Eve in Genesis 3.    

2.  Its approach to Isaiah 14:12-15 and Ezekiel 28:12-19.

a.  Dickason and Pink represent the traditional view when they acknowledge

that these are the two major passages which address the description of Satan’s fall.  

b.  Dickason says, 

Satan fell from his original holy state when he tragically rebelled against

God, incurring his own condemnation (I Timothy 3:6) and enticing perhaps a

third of the angels to defect with him.  (Matthew 25:41; Revelation 12:4). 

Now Satan and his angels are permanently wicked and opposed to God and

His program and people.  

Two major passages are usually connected with Satan’s original state and fall

which we will consider: Ezekiel 28:12-19 and Isaiah 14:12-17.

c.  Since we have considered these passages in great detail in the previous

lessons, we will not cover them again.  We will only say that the traditional view
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understands the passages to teach that at some point in time, although it is not certain

when, Satan fell and was cursed by God’s judgment.  It then makes, what I believe, to be

an unwarrented assumption;  that being, that his rebellion occurred prior to the tempting

of Eve in Genesis 3, and the temptation of Eve had no connection with Satan’s earlier fall.

B.  MY ALTERNATIVE VIEW.

1.  My approach to Isaiah 14:12-15 and Ezekiel 28:12-19.

a.  I believe these two passages comprise enlarged commentaries on the

sinful activity of Satan as described in Genesis 3; and are not describing some separate sin

unrelated to his sin in Genesis 3.  In other words, the account in Genesis 3 is describing

the actual historical event, and the passages in Isaiah and Ezekiel are commentaries of

what occurred in Genesis 3.

b.  This can be compared with how the four gospels combine to give an

enlarged picture of the historical life of Jesus Christ.  They supplement each other by

combining some details which the other accounts leave out.  No one I know of believes

that the fall and curse of Satan recorded in Isaiah is a separate occurrence from that

described in Ezekiel.  Then why would it not be logical and Biblical to conclude that the sin

and subsequent judgment of God on Satan, as described in Genesis 3, is but the same

event described in Isaiah and Ezekiel?

“COMPARE THE CHART ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE”
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Let us compare the similarities of the three passages:

THE SIN GOD’s CURSE

Isaiah 14:13,14 - “For you have said in

your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, I

will exalt my throne above the stars of

God; I will also sit on the mount of the

congregation on the farthest sides of the

north;  I will ascend above the heights of

the clouds, I will be like the Most High.’”

Isaiah 14:12; 15 - “How you are fallen

from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the

morning! How you are cut down to the

ground, you who weakened the nations!”

. . . “Yet you shall be brought down to

Sheol, to the lowest depths of the Pit.”

Ezekiel 28:15,16a - “You were perfect in

your ways from the day you were created,

till iniquity was found in you. By the

abundance of your trading you became

filled with violence within, and you

sinned.”

Ezekiel 28:16b; 17-19 - Therefore I cast

you as a profane thing out of the mountain

of God; and I destroyed you, O covering

cherub, from the midst of the fiery stones.

Your heart was lifted up because of your

beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for the

sake of your splendor; I cast you to the

ground, I laid you before kings, that they

might gaze at you. You defiled your

sanctuaries by the multitude of your

iniquities, by the iniquity of your trading;

Therefore I brought fire from your midst;

it devoured you, and I turned you to ashes

upon the earth in the sight of all who saw

you.  All who knew you among the peoples

are astonished at you; you have become a

horror, and shall be no more forever.”’”

Genesis 3:1,4,5,13 - “Now the serpent

was more cunning than any beast of the

field which the Lord God had made. And he

said to the woman, ‘Has God indeed said,

‘You shall not eat of every tree of the

garden’?” . . . “Then the serpent said to the

woman, ‘You will not surely die.  For God

knows that in the day you eat of it your

eyes will be opened, and you will be like

God, knowing good and evil.’” . . .”And the

Lord God said to the woman, ‘What is this

you have done?’”

Genesis 3:14,15 - “So the Lord God said

to the serpent: ‘Because you have done

this, you are cursed more than all cattle,

and more than every beast of the field; on

your belly you shall go, and you shall eat

dust all the days of your life.  And I will

put enmity between you and the woman,

and between your seed and her Seed; He

shall bruise your head, and you shall

bruise His heel.’”
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Note also in Genesis 3 how quickly God’s judgment falls on the creature when he sins.

SUBJECT SIN CURSE

EVE Genesis 3:6a - “So when the

woman saw that the tree was good

for food, that it was pleasant to the

eyes, and a tree desirable to make

one wise, she took of its fruit and

ate.” 

Genesis 3:13, 16 - “And the Lord

God said to the woman, ‘What is this

you have done?’  The woman said,

‘The serpent deceived me, and I ate.’”

. . . “To the woman He said: ‘I will

greatly multiply your sorrow and your

conception; in pain you shall bring

forth children; your desire shall be for

your husband, and he shall rule over

you.’”

ADAM Genesis 3:6b - “She also gave to

her husband with her, and he ate.”

Genesis 3:9-12; 17-19 -“Then the

Lord God called to Adam and said to

him, ‘Where are you?’  So he said, ‘I

heard Your voice in the garden, and I

was afraid because I was naked; and

I hid myself.’  And He said, ‘Who told

you that you were naked? Have you

eaten from the tree of which I

commanded you that you should not

eat?’ Then the man said, ‘The woman

whom You gave to be with me, she

gave me of the tree, and I ate.’” . . . 

“Then to Adam He said, ‘Because you

have heeded the voice of your wife,

and have eaten from the tree of

which I commanded you, saying, ‘You

shall not eat of it’: ‘Cursed is the

ground for your sake; in toil you shall

eat of it all the days of your life. 

Both thorns and thistles it shall bring

forth for you, and you shall eat the

herb of the field.  In the sweat of

your face you shall eat bread till you

return to the ground, for out of it you

were taken; for dust you are, and to

dust you shall return.”
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SATAN Genesis 3:1,4,5,13 -“Now the

serpent was more cunning than any

beast of the field which the Lord

God had made. And he said to the

woman, ‘Has God indeed said, ‘You

shall not eat of every tree of the

garden’?” . . . “Then the serpent

said to the woman, ‘You will not

surely die.  For God knows that in

the day you eat of it your eyes will

be opened, and you will be like God,

knowing good and evil.’” . . .”And

the Lord God said to the woman,

‘What is this you have done?’”

Genesis 3:14,15 - “So the Lord God

said to the serpent: ‘Because you

have done this, you are cursed more

than all cattle, and more than every

beast of the field; on your belly you

shall go, and you shall eat dust all

the days of your life.  And I will put

enmity between you and the woman,

and between your seed and her Seed;

He shall bruise your head, and you

shall bruise His heel.’”

c.  NOTE: that God’s judgment or curse fell on all the parties as quickly as a

bolt of lightning!  In Luke 10:18, Jesus said, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from

heaven.”  - an instantaneous act, not a process of events!   

d.  God had told Adam that “in the day that you eat of it, you shall

surely die.”  (Genesis 2:17) - a quick judgment.  

e.  Then in Ezekiel 28:15,16, we have God pronouncing His curse upon Satan

in these words, “You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created, till

iniquity was found in you.”  Then in verse 16 we further read, “And you sinned;

therefore I cast you as a profane thing out of the mountain of God.”  

f.  Thus the traditional view holds that the statements found in Isaiah and

Ezekiel describe the same event in different words.  But it fails to see that they are both

describing the actual historical event which occurred in Genesis 3.

g.  Here is the problem which confronts the traditional view.  If the view is

correct, then you have two separate sins, one in heaven and one in Eden.  You have two

separate time periods, one prior to Eden, and the other within Eden.  You then are required

to hold to two separate curses placed on Satan by God, one for his rebellion in heaven and

the other for his temptation of Adam and Eve.  

 If there are two curses, then we ask the question, Was the first curse, which

occurred in heaven, sufficient to bring about the eternal destiny of Satan in the future lake
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of fire, or did it require a second curse to complete his punishment?  The advocates of the

traditional view are confused among themselves about the matter.  Some say it required

Satan’s second sin in the Garden to complete the curse of God.  Others say they don’t

know.  Others say they have never considered the question and leave it unanswered!

Here is an example of their confusion as given by the respectable Matthew

Henry in his Commentary on Genesis, p. 29.  Here are his comments on God’s words to the

serpent in Genesis 3:14.  “Because you have done this, you are cursed more than all

cattle.” Henry says, “Some think the condition of the fallen angels was not declared

desperate and helpless until now that they had seduced man into the rebellion.” 

NOTE: Can anyone read the account in Isaiah and Ezekiel and not believe that the curse

pronounced there was not complete and final?

2.  My approach to Genesis 3.

a.  Some may be saying at this point: “OK, you have made your point, but

what is the big deal?  What difference does it make when Satan fell just as long as we

know he fell?”  My answer is that the traditional view misses the richness and the grandeur

of what Satan was trying to accomplish in the destruction of man.  It also clouds the

fullness of God’s eternal purpose in Christ Jesus to elevate a God-man to govern the

universe and display that true greatness is seen in serving others and rejecting a self-

centered view of life.  It strikes at the heart of success-oriented Christianity which majors

on telling people they can be saved from hell and go to heaven by believing in Jesus, while

failing to show its hearers that Christ came to seek and save us from our selfishness, not in

our sin or selfishness.  This is why the polls show that there is no basic difference in the

moral conduct of Christians and non-Christians!  Many modern converts to Christianity still

live in the kingdom of Satan where pride and dominion (selfishness) rules!  This will

become more clear as these lessons progress.

b.  By connecting all the Scriptures together, here is my scenario as to what

is occurring in Genesis 3.

c.  Satan uses his God-given wisdom in devising a plan to dethrone the Most

High God and take His place as supreme ruler of the creation.   

d.  He does so because he becomes dissatisfied with his appointed role as a

creature to serve the revealed will of God.
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e.  This spirit of dissatisfaction arises in his heart of pride when he is

informed that his angelic role was that of serving a lower creature who would one day be

elevated above the rank of the angels.

f.  He, knowing something of God’s character and something of man’s nature,

launches a direct frontal attack upon man’s nature, and an indirect assault upon God’s

character.

g.  He reasons that since man is on probation, his obedience to God is thus

mutable.  If he can succeed in causing man to disobey God, then this would put the

character of God in an impossible dilemma. 

h.  If God fails to destroy man as He said He would do if man sinned, then

God’s attribute of His holy justice would be mocked by the angels.  God would then have to

forfeit His claim to be the supreme holy moral judge of right and wrong.  

i.  On the other hand, if God carries out His justice and destroys the human

creatures, then His plan to elevate man above the angels will be frustrated.  This would

mean that His claims to be the all-wise, all-powerful God would be exposed to the moral

universe as being that of an impotent imposter.  God, while claiming to be the “Most High”

God would have no ability to accomplish His plan so as to achieve His purposes.  

j.  In either case, God would possess limitations like that of a creature and

have to step down as the moral judge of the universe.  Then Satan, who has dethroned

God, would be able to assume the coveted position of the “Most High God” and be the

Supreme ruler of a new kingdom built on pride and dominion or selfishness.

k.  Those who hold to the traditional view of Satan’s fall totally miss the

height, the depth, the length, and the breadth of the subtlety of the serpent in Genesis 3.

3.  This sets the stage for the next lesson in which we will examine “Satan’s Attack

on God’s Creature Man.”
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