
“Beware of Doeg” 

1 Samuel 21:7; 22:9-19 

(Preached at Trinity, October 8, 2017) 

 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  
twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 
Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

 

1. As we’ve seen, Saul has determined to destroy David. His intensions have been sounded 

loud and clear. 

1 Samuel 19:1 NAU - "Now Saul told Jonathan his son and all his servants to put 
David to death."  

2. Jonathan has not been completely convinced of the bloodthirsty determination of his 

father. By the time we come to the end of Chapter 20 there is little doubt.  

 As we enter Chapter 21 David has fled to Nob. He is in great need without provision so 

he goes before Ahimelech seeking aid. Once again, he uses the tactic of deception and 

declares to Ahimelech that he has been sent on a secret mission by King Saul. Ahimelech 

listens to David and trusts his word and gives him the consecrated bread and the sword of 

Goliath.  

3. In Verse 7 we are told by the author, almost as an aside, that there was a man  who 

overheard the words of David and Ahimelech. He is described as an Edomite by the name 

of Doeg who was the chief shepherd of Saul.  

 We wonder why this information is given to us but we are not left wondering long. By 

the time we reach the end of Chapter 22 we find the wickedness of this man as his 

actions result in the slaughter of the priests of Nob. 

1 Samuel 22:18-19 NAU - "And Doeg the Edomite turned around and attacked 
the priests, and he killed that day eighty-five men who wore the linen ephod.  19 
And he struck Nob the city of the priests with the edge of the sword, both men 
and women, children and infants; also oxen, donkeys, and sheep he struck with 
the edge of the sword."  

4. We don’t know much about this individual named Doeg. We are told he was an Edomite. 

A. In Fausset’s Bible Dictionary we read:   

"The Edomite" in the title reminds us that herein Doeg represented Edom's 
and the world's undying enmity to Israel and the godly.” 1   
The Edomites were the descendants of Esau and were in perpetual hostility 

against the descendants of Jacob—Israel. We are told in Chapter 14 that Saul had 

subdued the Edomites, at least for a season. 

1 Samuel 14:47 NAU - "Now when Saul had taken the kingdom over 
Israel, he fought against all his enemies on every side, against Moab, the 
sons of Ammon, Edom, the kings of Zobah, and the Philistines; and 
wherever he turned, he inflicted punishment."  

 

                                                 
1 Fausset’s Bible Dictionary: (Grand Rapids: Zondervan/Harper Collins, 1949). 
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B. Ahimelech was the great grandson of Eli—the son of Ahitub, the son of Phinehas. 

His death was in part a fulfillment of God curse upon the house of Eli that none of 

his descendants would live to old age because of the wickedness of his sons, 

Hophni and Phinehas. 

1 Samuel 2:31 NAU - "Behold, the days are coming when I will break your 
strength and the strength of your father's house so that there will not be an 
old man in your house."  

C. Doeg must have been a man of esteem among the Edomites because he quickly 

rose to prominence with Saul. The text tells us he was the chief of Saul’s 

shepherds. 

5. What I want us to see tonight is not so much the details of Doeg’s pedigree, but of his 

biography. He represents the type people of which we must be wary. I title tonight’s 

sermon, “Beware of Doeg.” We must beware of the type of people who bear his image.  

 

I. He’s is given to mere religion  

A. The text tells us, he was "detained before the LORD"  
1. This could refer to God’s superintending providence over all things. God’s 

hand was upon the presence of Doeg. There is some truth to this: 

a. It was certainly God’s means in carrying out His judgment upon 

the house of Eli.  

b. We can also see that the destruction of the priesthood at Nob 

opened the way for the fulfillment of a new line of priests. 

1 Samuel 2:34-35 NAU - "This will be the sign to you which 
will come concerning your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas: 
on the same day both of them will die.  35 'But I will raise up 
for Myself a faithful priest who will do according to what is in 
My heart and in My soul; and I will build him an enduring 
house, and he will walk before My anointed always."  

This faithful priest was Zadok, who originally served alongside Abiathar (the 

survivor who flees to David in Chapter 22) and would rise to prominence 

under David. 

2 Samuel 8:15-17 NAU - "So David reigned over all Israel; and David 
administered justice and righteousness for all his people.  16 Joab the 
son of Zeruiah was over the army, and Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud 
was recorder.  17 Zadok the son of Ahitub and Ahimelech the son of 
Abiathar were priests"  

3. More likely, Doeg was now an Israelite proselyte and he was present to 

complete some religious purification or vow—thus he was “detained 

before the Lord.” 

4. Doeg stands as a warning against those who are given to religion without a 

love for God nor the power of a transformed heart. Paul would describe 

them: 

2 Timothy 3:3-5 NAU - "unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, 
without self-control, brutal, haters of good,  4 treacherous, reckless, 
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,  5 holding to 
a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; Avoid 
such men as these."  
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 B. What harm has mere religion brought upon the church of Christ. 

1. Religious people who find their way into the church of Christ can be 

vicious wolves. The danger of these wolves, however, is they don’t see 

themselves as wolves.  

2. One of the characteristics of wolves is they hate sheep food. In fact, they 

would much more prefer the taste of the blood of sheep.  

3. Such people in the church are not much interested in the Scriptures or in 

the work of the Kingdom. 

4. They are often hyper-critical and judgmental of others setting their own 

agenda. They are quick to lash out. Pastors are often the objects of their attack.  

5. Lacking in a spiritual mind they are continually pushing their carnal 

reason upon the church. 

 

II. He is a man-pleaser  

A. The text tells us Doeg was Saul’s chief herdsman 

  1. Perhaps Doeg was a man of influence among the Edomites 

2. He must have been a smooth talker because this defeated foe soon rose to 

a place of prominence with Saul. Saul trusted him. 

3. It is interesting that according to later Rabbinic tradition, Doeg was not of 

the Edomites ethnically but the term is used linguistically to describe the 

red, blushing faces of those Doeg would engage in debate. They describe 

Doeg as an intellectually brilliant man, skilled in debate.  

4. Whatever we know about Doeg, he knew how to win the favor of Saul. He 

knew just what to say and how to say it.  

 He was a man-pleaser 

 B. Man-pleasers are very dangerous 

1. They use flattering lips to persuade and win the affections of men. But it is 

hypocritical. Their only interest is in themselves.  

   a. The flatterer is just using people for his own personal gain 

b. Often it exposes his own personal insecurity 

c. While using sweet flattering words, he is actually demonstrating contempt 

for the person because he is not truly looking out for their good. 

Proverbs 26:28 NAU - "A lying tongue hates those it 
crushes, And a flattering mouth works ruin."  

d. Little do they know such flattery brings them under God’s condemnation 
Psalm 12:2-4 NAU - "hey speak falsehood to one another; With 
flattering lips and with a double heart they speak.  3 May the 
LORD cut off all flattering lips, The tongue that speaks great 
things;  4 Who have said, "With our tongue we will prevail; Our lips 
are our own; who is lord over us?"  

2. Doeg heard Saul criticizing his servants for not being more attentive with 

regard to David.  
1 Samuel 22:8 NAU - "For all of you have conspired against me so that 
there is no one who discloses to me when my son makes a covenant with 
the son of Jesse, and there is none of you who is sorry for me or 
discloses to me that my son has stirred up my servant against me to lie in 
ambush, as it is this day."  

3. Doeg was more than willing to do whatever necessary to keep himself in 

Saul’s favor—even slaughter 85 innocent people. 
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III. He was a tale-bearer – 2 Samuel 22:9-10 

 A. Do we need to share all that we know? 

1. Did Doeg need to tell Saul about the meeting between David and 

Ahimech?  

2. His motives were not pure. The motives of tale-bearers are seldom pure. 

Their tongues are usually the source of pride – sharing information that 

others don’t have.  

3. The Bible describes Doeg’s tongue as wicked 

Psalm 52:1-4 NAU - "A Maskil of David, when Doeg the Edomite 
came and told Saul and said to him, "David has come to the house 
of Ahimelech." Why do you boast in evil, O mighty man? The 
lovingkindness of God endures all day long.  2 Your tongue devises 
destruction, Like a sharp razor, O worker of deceit.  3 You love evil 
more than good, Falsehood more than speaking what is right. 
Selah.  4 You love all words that devour, O deceitful tongue."  

B. Doeg’s words were only partial truth – look at the text 

  1. Verse 9 – it is true that he saw David come to Ahimelech the priest 

2. Verse 10 – It is true that Ahimelech fulfilled David’s request of bread and 

Goliath’s sword.  

3. Doeg heard David’s deceptive words to Ahimelech. He heard that as far as 

Ahimelech was concerned, David was on a secret mission for Saul. He 

was actually promoting Saul’s mission. But Doeg didn’t reveal this to 

Saul. 

  4. Doeg surely knew how Saul would interpret his words 

1 Samuel 22:13 NAU - "Why have you and the son of Jesse 
conspired against me, in that you have given him bread and a 
sword and have inquired of God for him"  
The Ephod was in possession of the priest and presumably the Urim and 

Thummim. Only the king could seek enquiry. The implication would be 

that David was seeking the rights of the king. 

 C. The tongue is the most dangerous part of our body 

James 3:6-8 NAU - "And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the 
tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, 
and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell.  7 For every 
species of beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed 
and has been tamed by the human race.  8 But no one can tame the 
tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly poison."  
1. The unredeemed man’s life is like a tempest. He is always speaking 

because he is continually seeking to establish and protect his throne. He 

always wants to maintain attention upon himself 

  2. Few ever learn the virtue of bridling the tongue 
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IV. He savagely attacked God’s people, particularly the ministry – 2 Samuel 22:18-19 

 A. Saul gave the order – “Kill the priests” 

  1. No one would dare lift their hand against the priests of God 

1 Samuel 22:17 NAU - "But the servants of the king were not 
willing to put forth their hands to attack the priests of the LORD."  

  2. Doeg was more than willing 

1 Samuel 22:18 NAU - "Then the king said to Doeg, "You turn 
around and attack the priests." And Doeg the Edomite turned 
around and attacked the priests, and he killed that day eighty-five 
men who wore the linen ephod."  

  3. Doeg was an evil devouring wolf 

 B. There remains today a perpetual evil poised against God’s people.  

Genesis 3:15 NAU - "And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, 
And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, 
And you shall bruise him on the heel."  

  1. Professing Christians will devour one another in the church 

  2.  Respect for pastoral leadership is at an all-time low 

3.  This is why we find such comfort in our great conquering King. The gates 

of hell shall not prevail against us.  

4. Sadly, in David’s own war against evil in this episode, he left God out of 

his battle. Only when he looked to God as his refuge and strength did he 

find his true source of strength. What will we do during our great battles 

with the prince of evil and the flesh and blood he raises up against us?  

 

Conclusion: 
1. There is always a danger of Doeg’s in the church: 

 A. They practice religion without the power of God 

B. They are man-pleasers – they will tell you what you want to hear in order to gain 

your confidence 

C. They are tale-bearers 

D. They devour God’s people 

2. Psalm 52, after describing the wickedness of Doeg also pronounces his doom 

Psalm 52:5-9 NAU - "But God will break you down forever; He will snatch you up 
and tear you away from your tent, And uproot you from the land of the living. 
Selah.  6 The righteous will see and fear, And will laugh at him, saying,  7 
"Behold, the man who would not make God his refuge, But trusted in the 
abundance of his riches And was strong in his evil desire."  8 But as for me, I am 
like a green olive tree in the house of God; I trust in the lovingkindness of God 
forever and ever.  9 I will give You thanks forever, because You have done it, And 
I will wait on Your name, for it is good, in the presence of Your godly ones."  

 

 

 

 


