
1 
 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-46    Princess Chapel Church 
Princess Chapel Church      12340 Old Princess Road 
princess.chapel@yahoo.com      Ashland, KY 41102 
 
Pastor, Douglas Salyer       October 14, 2015  
 

KJV – Revelation 21:9-27 

 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson 46 

Introduction: 

     As we come to verse 9 of chapter 21, we are introduced to an amazing new city that is 
called both “the bride” and “the wife” of the Lamb. This city will feature God’s people from 
both the New and the Old Testaments. This New Jerusalem takes on the character of its 
inhabitants, which are none other than the redeemed Saints of God.  

Revelation 21:9-27 

9 And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven 
last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's 
wife. 

10 And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that 
great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 

11 Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a 
jasper stone, clear as crystal; 

12 And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and 
names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: 

13 On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west 
three gates. 

14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve 
apostles of the Lamb. 

15 And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the city, and the gates thereof, 
and the wall thereof. 

16 And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth: and he measured the 
city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height of it 
are equal. 
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17 And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the 
measure of a man, that is, of the angel. 

18 And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear 
glass. 

19 And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious 
stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the 
fourth, an emerald; 

20 The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolyte; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a 
topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. 

21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls: every several gate was of one pearl: and the street 
of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass. 

22 And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 

23 And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God 
did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 

24 And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the 
earth do bring their glory and honour into it. 

25 And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. 

26 And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it. 

27 And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh 
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

     What follows in this chapter is a literal description of the New Jerusalem. Thus far from 
the previous chapter we have seen that the spiritual aspects of it are truly wonderful but 
here we also seen that this literal, physical description is also worth contemplating.  

Revelation 21:9-10 

9 And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven 
last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's 
wife. 

10 And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that 
great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 
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     There are several major features about this new city. First of all, John is carried away in 
the spirit to a great and high mountain to get a closer view of this new city. This city will be 
located near some impressive high mountain as seen from verse ten. Since there is now a 
new earth and new heavens created, we have no idea as to what or where this great 
mountain this. It is no doubt probably greater and higher than any mountain ever in human 
history.  

     Another great feature of this new city will be that it descends out of heaven from God. 
Just like John told us from Revelation 21:1-2 - And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for 
the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.  And I John 
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. 

     So we see the first two major features of this city that we can pull from this text: 

1. New Jerusalem will descend out of heaven from God. 
2. New Jerusalem will over a great and high mountain. 

Revelation 21:9-10 

10 And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that 
great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 

3. New Jerusalem will be a holy city. 

     No one could ever begin to correctly imagine what a holy city designed by God could 
even be like. Since all that we have ever known or experienced has been tainted by sin in 
every way. But this is a city made by God and it is holy. It will be a sacred city that reflects 
the glory of God for all eternity and it is holy. There will be no lying, no stealing, no 
immorality, no corrupt business, no greed, no gambling, no drunkenness, no drugs, no 
pride, no jealousy, no injustice, no deception, and no crime. There will be no sin at all in the 
wonderful place. This will be a city that will be unlike any city that has ever existed. 

4. New Jerusalem will have a name. 

     The specific name of this new city is Jerusalem. In fact, Revelation 12:2 it is called the 
“New Jerusalem.” The one city that has a name that will stand for all eternity is of course 
Jerusalem. Another great feature of this city is that it compares to “Jacob’s ladder” in 
Genesis 28:12. Only here instead of a ladder, this is a complete visible city. 

      And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that 
great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God. The present active 
participle “descending” or “coming down” means this is a continual thing. Almost like a 
heavenly escalator. This New Jerusalem will continually come down “out of heaven from 
God.”  
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5. New Jerusalem will continually descend out of heaven.      

Revelation 21:11 

11 Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a 
jasper stone, clear as crystal; 

6. New Jerusalem will have and reflect the Glory of God. 

     This new city will have and reflect the glory of Almighty God. It will burst out in its 
radiant reflection “like a jasper stone, clear as crystal.” This word “jasper” is a transliteration 
and not a translation of the Greek word used in the original text.  

     The normal jasper stone is usually red it can be solid, spotted or speckled. However this 
word used here in the transliteration is not the modern commonly known jasper, but this 
term actually refers to a perfect completely clear diamond. As a crystal, used to reflect the 
brilliant light of God’s glory shining throughout the new heavens and the new earth. 

Revelation 21:12-13 

12 And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and 
names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: 

13 On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west 
three gates. 

7. New Jerusalem has a literal description.  

     This new city has a literal description as a city with walls and gates. The description of 
this city tells us that it is great and high. Great in the sense of its bodily size, very large and 
then high in the sense of very tall and lofty.  

     These are not your typical gates. We can see from these verses that there are three 
specific facts brought to light concerning them. 1) Each gate will have its own angel 
stationed at it. 2) Each of these gates will be named after one of the 12 tribes of Israel. 3) 
Each of these gates will be in specific location. It is clear that in this New Jerusalem, the new 
heavens and new earth there will still be directions. Because we have 3 gates on each side 
of the city facing the general directions.  

Revelation 21:14 

14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve 
apostles of the Lamb. 
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8. New Jerusalem will have an actual foundation.  

     Normally you cannot see foundation stones, but these are very visible and spectacular. 
These stones will contain the names of the twelve apostles. Just as there will be a continual 
reminder of God’s program in the Old Testament, so also there will be a constant reminder 
of God’s program in the New Testament. 
 
Revelation 21:15-17 

15 And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the city, and the gates thereof, 
and the wall thereof. 

16 And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth: and he measured the 
city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height of it 
are equal. 

17 And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the 
measure of a man, that is, of the angel. 

9. New Jerusalem will have actual measurements. 

     The angel with John had a golden reed to measure the city. This is a point I want to 
clearly make. You do not measure an allegory, nor do you measure figurativy language. So 
therefore this measured city is to be taken literally and this angel did just that, he measured 
the new city.  

     This new city measured 1400 to 1500 square miles. New Jerusalem is as tall as it is wide, 
at 1500 square miles this would leave about two million square miles of ground space. This 
city has the perfect symmetrical dimensions of a large golden cube floating between heaven 
and earth in a constant state of descent. 

 

Revelation 21:18 

18 And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear 
glass. 

10. New Jerusalem’s walls will be of jasper. 

     The walls are made of jasper, but this is unlike our jasper. This is referring to a perfect 
clear stone. The outer walls of pure gold, yet they also will be like a perfect clear stone, like 
clear glass. 



6 
 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-46    Princess Chapel Church 

Revelation 21:19-21 

19 And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious 
stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the 
fourth, an emerald; 

20 The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolyte; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a 
topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. 

21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls: every several gate was of one pearl: and the street 
of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass. 

11. New Jerusalem’s foundations are garnished with precious stones. 

     This will be the most dazzling ever seen. Even though the city itself is made of gold, with 
walls of jasper, each and every foundation stone of this great city will be decked with 
precious gem stones.  

1) The Jasper Stone is clear in color like an expensive and dazzling diamond and it refracts 
colors.  
2) The Sapphire stone is blue and some say it is clear with gold specks.  
3) The Chalcedony (χαλκηδων) is greenish in color.  
4) The Emerald is also a green color. A brilliant green grass color.  
5) The Sardonyx is red and white; some say reddish brown and white.  
6) The Sardius is fiery red .  
7) The Chrysolyte (χρυσολιθος) is a golden yellow.  
8) The Beryl is a sea green. 
9) The Topaz is a greenish yellow. 
10) The Chrysoprase (χρυσοπρας) is a golden green.  
11) The Jacinth is a violet color, like a violet blue.  
12) The Amethyst is purple. 
 
Revelation 21:22 

22 And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 

12. New Jerusalem’s temple is the LORD Himself. 

     The word used for temple/tabernacle is the word meaning “dwelling” or “abode.” In this 
complete eternal state God Himself in all His fulness, majesty and glory is the tabernacle- 
temple, He, Himself is the eternal dwelling of His people.  

     In this eternal state, God’s glory does not have to be withheld or limited, because all the 
inhabitants therein are the glorified saints of both the Old and the New Testament Saints. 
Therefore no light source will be needed.  



7 
 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-46    Princess Chapel Church 

 

Revelation 21:23 

23 And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God 
did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 

     Remember how this is worded, “had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in 
it.” This is no way states there will not be a sun or a moon, it simply states that “the” sun 
and “the” moon’s  light will not be needed to shine for illumination. Because there will be 
new heavens, and these new heaves will contain stars, a moon and no doubt other planets.  

Revelation 21:24-27 

24 And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the 
earth do bring their glory and honour into it. 

25 And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. 

26 And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it. 

27 And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh 
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

     This closing portion of this passage lets us know that this new city of the New Jerusalem 
will never cease. All the earth will come to this glorious city, bringing honor and glory all by 
day, because there will be no night.  

      This verse is here to inform us that nothing evil and no one evil will ever enter this city. 
The construction of the Greek is emphatic indicating there is no possible way that anything 
bad or evil will ever enter this city. All unbelievers are burning in the eternal lake of fire 
and the New heaven, New earth, and New Jerusalem will be an existence where nothing 
unclean or abominable will ever enter its gates. At this point in the eternal state, it is clear 
that all three enemies are utterly destroyed. Sin, Satan and death, therefore all that is of 
mankind are the redeemed saints of God, which are those written in the Lamb’s book of 
Life.  


