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Lessons from Jonah 

Jonah 1:1-3 

 
INTRO: 
 
 Has the Lord ever led you to do something you didn’t want to do? I am sure as we read the 
Bible there are some commands which make us nervous. Commands like going everywhere in 
our community and seeking to share the Gospel with everyone is not an easy order. Yet, that is 
precisely what we are commanded to do. Jonah, a prophet of the LORD was given a command 
like this.  
  I. Beware of Being Angry with God (v. 1-2) 
II. Beware of Trusting Providence over the Word of God (v. 3) 
 
I. Beware of Being Angry with God (v. 1-2) 
 
Jonah 1:1–2    “Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai, 
saying, ‘Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their 
wickedness has come up before Me.’”  

 
A. Who was this Jonah who ran from the LORD’s command? We know he was a prophet 
because we meet him in one other place in the Old Testament. When the accomplishments 
of Jeroboam II in 2 Kings, we read about Jonah.  

2 Kings 14:25    “[Jeroboam II] restored the territory of Israel from the entrance 
of Hamath to the Sea of the Arabah, according to the word of the LORD God of 
Israel, which He had spoken through His servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the 
prophet who was from Gath Hepher.”  

Therefore we know this word from the LORD was not the first Jonah the prophet had heard 
from the LORD. 
 
B. Why did Jonah react the way he did when the LORD called him? Why did Jonah not just 
snap to attention and do what God told him to do? There are many speculations, but there 
is one motive that we can say for sure. The LORD spoke to Jonah and told him to go to 
Nineveh because the evil of the Ninevehites had come up before the LORD. 
 

1. Nineveh was not just any large town. Nineveh was the capital city of Israel’s sworn 
enemy Assyria. The reputation of Nineveh was not outstanding. These folks were scary 
bad. The job Jonah was assigned would not be an easy one and involved no little 
element of danger. So, did Jonah flee because he was afraid? Interestingly enough in 
Luther’s commentary, he takes Jonah to task for his cowardice. Keep in mind Luther 
stood against the world for the truth of the Gospel. He expected to be martyred for his 
faith. So, he knew what it was to do God’s will even while being afraid. While fear might 
have contributed to Jonah’s flight from God and His charge, there is another reason we 
do know is true. 
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2. Spoiler alert! When Jonah has run from God and then finally, he obeys and begins 
preaching at Nineveh, everyone responds with repentance. It is a preacher’s dream 
come true. Surely Jonah was ecstatic right? Nope, not Jonah.    (Jonah 3:10–4:2) 

“Then God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God 
relented from the disaster that He had said He would bring upon them, and He 
did not do it. But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he became angry. So he 
prayed to the LORD, and said, ‘Ah, LORD, was not this what I said when I was 
still in my country? Therefore I fled previously to Tarshish; for I know that You 
are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, 
One who relents from doing harm.”  

 
C. Jonah was angry at God for being gracious. Are we ever so afraid that God will be 
gracious to someone that we go out of our way to make sure they will never be in the place 
where God will be gracious to them? 

 
1. The Jews had this problem when it became clear that the Lord Jesus did not come to 
earth to die for Jews only. Jesus actually came to save dirty rotten Gentiles too! He even 
wanted the Jewish believers to reach the Samaritans with the Gospel.  
 
2. We don’t have this problem do we? To whom does God want us to minister? Just the 
up and coming folks? No, He wants us to be the vehicle to reach all kinds of folks with 
the Gospel truth. 
 
3. Aren’t you glad that the Lord Jesus reached out to you? We sometimes think in our 
heart of hearts that we deserved salvation. We think God is lucky to have upstanding 
folks as we are. Our problem is that we do not understand we are no different from any 
other sinner and we are providentially blessed to belong to Him. 
 

D. Jonah may have fled because he was afraid. Any normal person would be terrified. We 
know he fled because he was afraid that God might grant repentance and be gracious to 
these undeserving Ninevites. 
 

II. Beware of Trusting Providence over the Word of God (v. 3) 
 
Jonah 1:2–3     “’Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for 
their wickedness has come up before Me.’ But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish 
from the presence of the LORD. He went down to Joppa, and found a ship going 
to Tarshish; so he paid the fare, and went down into it, to go with them to 
Tarshish from the presence of the LORD”  

 
A. Jonah warns us to beware of running from God. Second, the book warns us about 
trusting providence over the Word of God.  
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B. When the LORD appeared to Jonah and ordered him to go to Nineveh, Jonah got up but 
he went the opposite direction. No one knows for certain where Tarshish was. Most believe 
that it was a city in Spain on the other side of Gibraltar. In other words, Jonah fled to a point 
as far from Nineveh as he could go. He went there to flee from the presence of God. We 
know that Jonah did not believe the LORD to be a local deity he could flee from because he 
knew the LORD was still God even in Nineveh. He just hoped to say to God, you really need 
to call a prophet in the local zip code. 
 
C. What was the Word of the LORD to Jonah? “Arise and god to Nineveh.” Is there any 
ambiguity in this message? Could Jonah have misunderstood what God commanded? NO. It 
is absolutely clear. Yet, the supposed providence seems to indicate that God is actually 
helping Jonah go the wrong way.    Jonah 1:2–3 

“But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He went 
down to Joppa, and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid the fare, and went 
down into it, to go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.” 

The writer cited how providence seemed to be going with Jonah’s flight. He got to Joppa 
and found a boat going to Tarshish. This boat had room for a passenger. Jonah had money 
to pay the fare. The ship had a place to hide from God and reality. 
 
D. So, what was the will of God in this case? Was it His Word or the indication of 
providence? We all know the rest of the story so we know it was and always is the Word of 
God. God never leads us against what His Word says. 
 
What do we learn from Jonah here? 
 
1. We have to trust God and not despise His character. The judge of all the earth always 
does right. He will never send us to a place that His power and grace will not keep us. 
 
2. God leads through His Word and providence. He does not use providence to lead against 
the clear teaching of His Word. 
 
3. God cares about many folks who need to be saved. He also cares about His servants. 
Jonah is about Nineveh, but it is also about Jonah. 


