
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 10-12-14 AM NOTES 
“THE MARKS OF A MOBILIZED DISCIPLE” 

VARIOUS SCRIPTURES 
#6 (Final) in Series, “The Making, Maturing, and Mobilizing of Disciples” 

 
 
I.       Mobilized Disciples Live a Poured Out Life  
 

2 Timothy 2:2 (NKJV) “And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men 
who will be able to teach others also.” 
 
 
2 Timothy 4:6-8 (NKJV) “6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who 
have loved His appearing.” 
 
Philippians 2:17 (NKJV) “Yes, and if I am being poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, I 
am glad and rejoice with you all.” 
 
Numbers 15:7 (NKJV) “and as a drink offering you shall offer one-third of a hin of wine as a sweet aroma to the Lord.” 
 
2 Samuel 23:14-17a (NKJV) “14 David was then in the stronghold, and the garrison of the Philistines was then in 
Bethlehem. 15 And David said with longing, ‘Oh, that someone would give me a drink of the water from the well of 
Bethlehem, which is by the gate!’ 16 So the three mighty men broke through the camp of the Philistines, drew water from 
the well of Bethlehem that was by the gate, and took it and brought it to David. Nevertheless he would not drink it, but 
poured it out to the Lord. 17 And he said, ‘Far be it from me, O Lord, that I should do this! Is this not the blood of the men 
who went in jeopardy of their lives?’ Therefore he would not drink it.” 
 
Philippians 1:20b (NKJV) “…but with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether 
by life or by death.” 
 
1 Timothy 1:15-17 (NKJV) “15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 16 However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show 
all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life. 17 Now to the King eternal, 
immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
 
 
II.      Mobilized Disciples Use Their Spiritual Gift  
 

A. What Are Spiritual Gifts? 
 
A spiritual gift is a supernatural capacity or enablement given to each Christian through which the Holy Spirit enables 
them to make and mobilize disciples through the church. 
 
Acts 1:8a (NKJV) “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you…”   
 
Acts 2:38 (NKJV) “Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’” 
 
“Among the variety of God’s gifts, some are natural abilities and character qualities sanctified [set apart to God], while 
others correspond to nothing that was previously seen in the persons life.”                                                —J. I. Packer 
 



Amos 1:1 (NKJV) “The words of Amos, who was among the sheep breeders of Tekoa…”   
 
1 Peter 4:10 (NASB) “As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards 
of the manifold grace of God.” 
 
Romans 12:6-8 (NKJV) “6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if 
prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in 
teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows 
mercy, with cheerfulness.” 

 
 

B. How Do Disciples Discover Their Spiritual Gift? 
 

Psalms 37:4 (NKJV) “Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He shall give you the desires of your heart.” 
 
 
 
 
III.     Mobilized Disciples Have a Personal Discipleship Plan 
 

“Men, where is your man? Women, where is your woman? Where is that one whom you led to Christ and who is now 
going on with Him?…How many persons do you know by name today who were won to Christ by you and are now living 
for Him?”                                                                                                                                                     —Dawson Trotman 
 
A. A Plan for Making Disciples 
 

1. Make Yourself Available at the Beginning of Every Day 
 
2. Plan to Take Advantage of Training (TELL, Servant Evangelism— “The Three Circles”) 

 
3. Ask God to Give You Someone to Disciple in the Basics 

 
4. Be Available to Go on a Short-term Mission Trip  

 
B. A Plan for Maturing Disciples 
 

1. Start with Yourself 
 
Start with Grudem’s Systematic Theology, John Piper’s Desiring God, Heaven by Randy Alcorn, Think 
Biblically by John MacArthur, or other books by those authors or Andrew Murray, Jerry Bridges, or good 
books in the church bookstore. 

 
2. Get Involved in a Maturing Disciples Ministry 
 
 

C. A Plan for Mobilizing Disciples 
 

1. Ask God for Someone You Can Encourage to Get Involved 
 
 
2.   Develop a Written-Out Giving Plan for the Next Year 
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   I was thinking as I prepared this last message in the series, “If when I started this series I had known 

that it was going to be the last 6 messages I would ever preach, would I have preached these messages or 

would I have picked something else?” I strongly believe that if I knew when I started preparing this series 

that on October 12, 2014 just after the second morning service I was going to drop dead of a massive 

heart attack, these would be the messages I would want to leave you with. The reason I feel so strongly 

about these messages is that they deal with our mission as a church and as individual Christians here on 

earth. To make disciples of all nations is our mission from our Commander in Chief. If we fail to make 

disciples we have failed in the mission. The goal, the end vision of these messages is that God would use 

them to further develop and deepen a “culture in First Baptist Church of disciple making, disciple 

maturing, and disciple mobilizing”.  

   In the first 5 messages in this series, we have focused on the making and then the maturing of disciples. 

Today we are going to wrap up the series by focusing on the mobilizing of disciples. To mobilize is to 

make ready to accomplish a mission. I am referring specifically to mobilizing disciples to make more 

disciples who will make disciples who will make disciples, etc. I want to present the mobilizing of 

disciples around three descriptions of what a mobilized Christian looks like. 

 

I.       Mobilized Disciples Live a Poured Out Life 

   Perhaps the greatest example of a disciple making, disciple maturing, and disciple mobilizing person is 

the Apostle Paul. He described what a disciple does in an exhortation to his disciple, Timothy in 2 

Timothy 2:2 (NKJV) “And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit 

these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.” Notice that the discipling baton passed from 

Paul to Timothy to faithful men who pass it on to others. That is a great picture of a disciple making a 

disciple who makes disciples. But what I want to focus on in the first point of the message is the kind of 

life that makes disciple making disciples. Just a short time before Paul was martyred, he gives a summary 

of his life in Christ in 2 Timothy 4:6-8 (NKJV) “
6 

For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, 

and the time of my departure is at hand. 
7 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 

kept the faith. 
8 

Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 

Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” I 

want to focus for a moment only on verse 6. The departure Paul references is his physical death when he 

departs his battle scarred body and goes to be with the Lord. What was Paul referring to when he 

describes his life in Christ as being poured out as a drink offering? This wasn’t the first time Paul said 

something about his life being a drink offering before the Lord. He said in Philippians 2:17 (NKJV) 

“Yes, and if I am being poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, I am glad 

and rejoice with you all.” What is this analogy of his life as “a poured out drink offering before the Lord” 

teaching us about the life of a disciple making disciple? Let’s look more closely at what is meant by a 

“drink offering”. The exact details of the drink offering are not real easy to sort out in the Old Testament. 

It seems to have been used in a rather specific sense and also a general sense. In the specific use of the 

word, it was a part of the Old Testament sacrificial system. It was mentioned in Numbers 15:1-10, but 

there aren’t a lot of details given about it. Numbers 15:7 (NKJV) “and as a drink offering you shall offer 

one-third of a hin of wine as a sweet aroma to the Lord.” The drink offering involved pouring wine over 

the burnt offering and then seeing it go up in steam. A drink offering seems to also have been used in a 

more general sense in the Old Testament. When David and his men were outside of Bethlehem, which at 

that time was held by the Philistines, David longed for a drink from Bethlehem’s well (the city of his 

birth). The Bible tells us what happened next. 2 Samuel 23:14-16a (NKJV) “
14 

David was then in the 

stronghold, and the garrison of the Philistines was then in Bethlehem. 
15 

And David said with longing, 



‘Oh, that someone would give me a drink of the water from the well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate!’ 
16 

So the three mighty men broke through the camp of the Philistines, drew water from the well of 

Bethlehem that was by the gate, and took it and brought it to David…” When David thought about this 

precious gift that had been given to him at such great cost, he couldn’t just drink it. Listen to what 

happened next. 2 Samuel 23:16b-17a (NKJV) “…Nevertheless he would not drink it, but poured it out to 

the Lord. 
17 

And he said, ‘Far be it from me, O Lord, that I should do this! Is this not the blood of the men 

who went in jeopardy of their lives?’ Therefore he would not drink it…” To us it may seem that David 

dishonored the sacrifice made for him by pouring out the drink, but it was just the opposite. By offering it 

to the Lord as a drink offering, he was giving the highest honor that could be given to the sacrifice made 

for him. 

   What then is the significance of Paul’s life being poured out as a drink offering? It means that his whole 

life and physical death was an offering to God that God might be glorified in and through him. Actually 

the picture of his life being poured out as a drink offering is illustrating what Paul said was the purpose, 

the goal, the aim of his life in Philippians 1:20b (NKJV) “…but with all boldness, as always, so now 

also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.” The purpose of Paul’s life was to 

glorify God. Even his sinful life before Christ when he was depending on his own righteousness and even 

persecuted the church served to glorify God by displaying His power, love, mercy, and grace when this 

“chief of sinners” was saved. 1 Timothy 1:15-17 (NKJV) “
15 

This is a faithful saying and worthy of all 

acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 
16 

However, for this 

reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those 

who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life. 
17 

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to 

God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.” Paul’s whole life in Christ was a 

living sacrifice on God’s altar, a drink offering poured out before God. Our life before Christ glorifies 

Him by shining the spotlight on His love, His patience, His grace, and His mercy in saving such a sinner 

as we all were. Our life in Christ glorifies him as we live in total dependence on Him with our life a living 

sacrifice on God’s altar, a poured out drink offering. This poured out life should be the desire of every 

mature mobilized disciple of Christ. 

   Mobilized disciples live a poured out life.  

 

II.      Mobilized Disciples Use Their Spiritual Gift 

   In most churches, the most difficult job of the staff members is staffing the ministries they are over. A 

lot of churches have annual recruitment campaigns to get volunteer workers for all the ministries. Every 

year just before that recruitment campaign comes a flood of resignations. They are usually accompanied 

by lengthy explanations as to why they will not be able to serve the next year, but in many cases, they feel 

that they have endured for a year and now it is somebody else’s turn to be miserable for a year. In order to 

get enough workers for the ministries, staff members try guilt trips and plead with the Pastor to preach a 

series of sermons from Foxe’s Book of Martyrs about those who died for their faith which makes a year 

with preschoolers seem minor. How much discipleship really takes place with that mindset of serving a 

year’s sentence in a church ministry? Churches that are filled with mobilized disciples who understand the 

biblical concept of spiritual gifts often have waiting lists of people who feel called to certain ministries. 

When spiritual gifts are understood, you will find members who are in disciple making ministries with 

preschoolers, children, youth, adults, special education, and a host of other ministries who cannot picture 

life without this ministry they are pouring their life into.  

   I am going to approach this subject by asking and then answering two questions. 

A.   What Are Spiritual Gifts? 

   Let me begin with a definition of spiritual gifts. A spiritual gift is a supernatural capacity or 

enablement given to each Christian through which the Holy Spirit enables them to make and 

mobilize disciples through the church. The Holy Spirit is the gift. There are too many Christians 

seeking the gifts of the Holy Spirit and not the Holy Spirit Himself. They are enamored with the power of 

the gifts and miss the fact that it is an intimate relationship with the One who is called “the Spirit of 



Christ” that gives the power. Acts 1:8a (NKJV) “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you…” Jesus didn’t day that you shall receive power when the spiritual gift of [fill in the 

blank] comes upon you. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) “Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of you 

be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit.” The Holy Spirit is the gift. It is the Spirit that we worship and adore, not the spiritual gifts He 

gives. The spiritual gift is a tool that is effective only when it is empowered by the Holy Spirit.  

   We must be careful not to get gifts and talents mixed up. Talents come at physical birth. Lost people 

have talents. Spiritual gifts come as a result of the new birth. Only Christians have spiritual gifts. 

Sometimes the spiritual gift operates through a talent, but I don’t believe that is the norm. J. I. Packer 

said, “Among the variety of God’s gifts, some are natural abilities and character qualities sanctified [set 

apart to God], while others correspond to nothing that was previously seen in the persons life.” I think 

more glory goes to God when He calls you to a ministry that you have no talent for and the gift He gives 

you to enable you to carry out that ministry amazes those who know you. God used Gideon who was 

probably the last person anyone would have expected to lead Israel out of bondage to the Midianites. God 

used Amos. The first verse in the book that God used him to write says: Amos 1:1a (NKJV) “The words 

of Amos, who was among the sheep breeders of Tekoa...” That means that Amos was a nobody from a 

nothing place and yet God greatly used him as a prophet to a disobedient nation. Peter was an unpolished, 

brash, abrasive fisherman and yet God used him to lead the Apostles after the ascension of Jesus. Those 

with great talents tend to trust their talents when carrying out the ministry God has given them. I am in no 

way belittling the using of your talents to minister to others for the glory of God; I am simply saying that 

you must be very careful not to steal God’s glory. It is God who gave you your talents and well as your 

spiritual gift.  

   The spiritual gifts are always for the purpose of glorifying God and ministering to others. 1 Peter 4:10 

(NASB) “As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of 

the manifold grace of God.” Be leery of any gift that seems to be for the enjoyment or private benefit of 

the one practicing it. That is counter to the purpose of the gifts. It is beyond the scope of this message to 

go over all of the gifts; we have done that before. I think that the basic motivational gifts are given to us in 

Romans 12:6-8 (NKJV) “
6 

Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us 

use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 
7 

or ministry, let us use it in our 

ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 
8 

he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; 

he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.” It is my opinion that we all have 

somewhat of a unique mixture of those 7 basic motivational gifts. Remember that it is the Spirit who 

gives you the power to minister through the channel of the spiritual gift.  

B.   How Do Disciples Discover Their Spiritual Gift? 

    Some of you may be a little frustrated that you do not know your spiritual gift. Don’t be. Earlier in my 

ministry, I was all about helping people find out exactly what their gift was with tests and other tools. I 

kept discovering people who couldn’t tell you their gift and were too busy being used of God in making 

disciples to take all the man made tests! The important thing is that you are yielded to the Giver of the 

gifts (the Holy Spirit) and walking in the Spirit’s fullness. If you are surrendered to the Lord completely 

and willing to be used wherever He places you to make disciples, He will give you a deep passion, a 

desire for the area you are to minister. It will most often be scary because He will always call you into 

water over your head, to ministries beyond your “talent capacity”, but if you have a desire, a burden, a 

passion for any area of developing disciples, it will be your spiritual gifting (whether you know what it is 

or not) that the Holy Spirit will empower for you to be effective to that which God has called you. Psalms 

37:4 (NKJV) says, “Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He shall give you the desires of your heart.” 

That word “delight” means to be pliable, yielded, surrendered. When you come surrendered to Him, He 

will put in your heart a desire, a passion, a burden for what He wants you to do. Oh, what a difference it 

makes when you are ministering out of your spiritual giftedness instead of a guilt trip.  

   We have a large need for those who have a passion and burden to do pre-discipleship with preschoolers 

and young children. We have a need for people who have a passion for older children and teenagers to 



come to Christ as His disciple and mature and be mobilized. We have a need for people who are burdened 

to pray, really pray for spiritual awakening in our church and in our nation. We have need of people who 

will invest their lives in the mobile home park ministry and in the inner city ministry. There are needs for 

people to go on short term missions locally, in North America, and around the world. There are needs for 

those God has given the gift of giving to give sacrificially so that the school can move on with the vision 

to have satellite campuses in the inner city, help more people come to this campus who could never afford 

to pay full tuition. That’s just scratching the surface. Where is your passion? Where is God burdening 

your heart to plug in and get involved in making, maturing, and mobilizing disciples? 

 

III.     Mobilized Disciples Have a Personal Discipleship Plan 

   As we end this series, I want to challenge you to do something that if you do it, 5 years from now you 

will look back and say it was one of the most life altering things you ever did. You need to have a prayed 

through, written out discipleship plan. We will seldom do anything we do not plan to do except sin. 

Dawson Trotman, the founder of The Navigators asked a piercing question in a little booklet he wrote 

called Born to Reproduce. He asked this question: “Men, where is your man? Women, where is your 

woman? Where is that one whom you led to Christ and who is now going on with Him? … How many 

persons do you know by name today who were won to Christ by you and are now living for Him?” Let’s 

look at how we can plan to have a life that won’t make answering that question cause us to feel great 

guilt. 

   Let’s divide this plan into the three categories of this series. 

A.   A Plan for Making Disciples 

   The command to make disciples is for every Christian! You don’t have the option of saying, “I’m just 

not comfortable with sharing the Gospel with others so I’m going to skip that one.” That is the reason 

God gave you the gift of the Holy Spirit to indwell you when you were saved (Acts 1:8). Here are some 

practical things to incorporate into your plan. 

1.   Make yourself available to God at the beginning of every day. I put a sticky note on the border of my 

computer screen that says, “Lord, I am available to share the Gospel with anyone you put in my path”. 

That doesn’t mean I don’t have people I plan to talk to; it means that I am open to join God where He may 

be working in a life and I have the opportunity to be His ambassador.  

2.   Plan to get training when it is offered – TELL, Servant Evangelism using the three circles, or just get 

one of the tracts available in the main foyer and learn it and share it with people. Often people use the lack 

of training as an excuse for not sharing Christ. 

3.   Ask God to show you someone who professes Christ, but they have never been discipled in the basics 

that you can disciple and guide them into a church. I know one man who discipled his brother by phone 

weekly who lived in another town.  

4.   Be available to go on a short term mission trip this next year. Get a passport if you don’t have one. 

B.   A Plan for Maturing Disciples 

1.   Start with yourself. Do you need to be consistent with having a morning hour (or quiet time)? Develop 

a plan for Scripture reading and reading of books that will foster spiritual growth. Start with Grudem’s 

Systematic Theology, John Piper’s Desiring God, Heaven by Randy Alcorn, Think Biblically by John 

MacArthur, or other books by those authors or Andrew Murray, Jerry Bridges, or good books in the 

church bookstore.  

2.   If you are not already involved in a ministry of maturing disciples through the church, resolve to start. 

It may involve preschoolers or children or youth or college or singles or any adult age group. Surrender to 

whatever God has for you and be sensitive to the passion, burden or desire He begins to lay upon your 

heart. 

C.   A Plan for Mobilizing Disciples 

1.   Ask the Lord to show you someone you can encourage to get involved. Invite them to your home; take 

them out to lunch, be creative about intentionally developing relationships within the church that would 

enable you to encourage other Christians to move out in making disciples. 



2.   Write out your giving plan for the next year. It is because of your giving that so many mobilizing 

ministries are made possible. 

CONCLUSION 

   I don’t want us to be the same after this series (and I am including myself here). The time may well 

be short. There is an urgency about fulfilling the mission. Business as usual is not an option. 


