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Children Walking in Truth 

2 John 1:4-8 

Series:  Christian Hospitality 

 

1. Introduction –  

2. Verse 4 – Source of Our Rejoicing – I rejoiced greatly to find some of your 

children walking in the truth, just as we were commanded by the Father.   

a. I rejoiced greatly to find some of your children walking in the truth –  

i. It was an incredible blessing for the apostle to find believers 

from this particular church walking in the truth of God’s 

Gospel; in essence they were striving and successfully living in 

obedience to God’s Word.   

ii. Point of Application – This is what would cause joy in my life 

as well; to see you as believers walking circumspectly. 

b. Just as we were commanded by the Father. 

i. Commandments from the father are divine ordinances 

ii. To walk according to the commandments is akin to 

demonstrating full sonship. 

1. Remembering 1 John 2:29 If you know that he is 

righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices 

righteousness has been born of him. 

iii. Here John the revelator conjoins us to doctrine, duty, creed, and 

conduct.   

1. Doctrine – knowing the word and right application 

2. Duty – acting rightly according to that knowledge 

3. Creed – this is our confession; our statement of faith  

4. Conduct – of the highest; we represent God 

 

3. Verse 5 – Same Commandment – And now I ask you, dear lady—not as 

though I were writing you a new commandment, but the one we have had 

from the beginning—that we love one another.   

a. And now I ask you, dear lady that we love one another  

i. There is a shift here from the encountered people to the home 

congregation 

ii. It was addressed to a single unit – “we”—we all of us together 

1. Point of Application:  1 Corinthians 12:12-14  For just as 

the body is one and has many members, and all the 

members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is 

with Christ.  (13)  For in one Spirit we were all baptized 
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into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all 

were made to drink of one Spirit.  (14)  For the body does 

not consist of one member but of many. 

iii. The duty and reasoning is clear; it is proof of salvation. 

b. not as though I were writing you a new commandment, but the one we 

have had from the beginning 

i. This is a rudimentary principle found in the community of 

Christ from the onset –  

ii. Jesus the Source of this – John 13:34 A new commandment I 

give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, 

you also are to love one another. 

iii. Notice that walking in truth (v.4), must be joined with a fervent 

mutual love. 

 

4. Verse 6 – Love Honors God in Obedience – And this is love, that we walk 

according to his commandments; this is the commandment, just as you have 

heard from the beginning, so that you should walk in it.   

a. And this is love, that we walk according to his commandments;  

i. Love for the brethren is demonstrated in walking in obedience 

to all of God’s commands. 

1. And this is love – is the bridge between loving the 

brethren and walking in obedience. 

ii. Notice commandments in plural –  

1. All of God’s words; everything 

a. Ethical, doctrinal, and devotional 

iii. We are not free to selectively obey 

b. this is the commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, 

so that you should walk in it 

i. This was all of Adam and Eve’s command—obey 

ii. 1 Samuel 15:22-23  (22)  And Samuel said, "Has the LORD as 

great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the 

voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 

and to listen than the fat of rams.  (23)  For rebellion is as the 

sin of divination, and presumption is as iniquity and idolatry. 

Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, he has also 

rejected you from being king." 

 

5. Verse 7 – Deceivers Abound – For many deceivers have gone out into the 

world, those who do not confess the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. 

Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist.   
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a. For many deceivers have gone out into the world…  

i. This is the core of the epistle—the reason for writing 

ii. We are surrounded by false teachers 

iii. From among us they deceive with unorthodox doctrine 

iv. We must remain steadfast in the truth –love and obedience—

because there are deceivers. 

v. There is sad reality, there are false believers among the true—

tares among the wheat.   

b. …those who do not confess the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. 

i. They essentially deny Christ or some aspect of Christ – they 

deny a foundational biblical claim—here the incarnation of 

Christ 

ii. They misrepresent the nature or work of Christ 

c. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist. 

i. Idolaters—placing themselves and their ideas instead of Christ 

and His words.   

ii. Nothing but Christ can deliver on the promises of Scripture. 

 

6. Verse 8 – Watch Yourselves – Watch yourselves, so that you may not lose 

what we have worked for, but may win a full reward. 

a. Watch yourselves… 

i. The seriousness of this warning cannot be underscored.   

ii. The only way to truly watch is to walk in the truth – obedience 

to God and the love for his genuine people. 

b. so that you may not lose what we have worked for…  

i. not salvation but the progress made in salvation 

c. but may win a full reward 

i. this full reward awaits us daily and in eternity. 

ii. Full vs. lacking 

 

7. Benediction –  

a. Revelation 2:10  Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the 

devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be 

tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto 

death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

 

 


