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Mark 1:21-28 
 
21a And they went into Capernaum;  
 
"They" being Jesus and his newly-appointed apostles: John, James, Andrew, and Simon Peter 
(Cephas). 
 
21b and straightway on the sabbath day he entered into the synagogue, and taught. 
 
As he had in Nazareth as recorded by Luke. 
 

Luke 4:14-30 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there 
went out a fame of him through all the region round about. 15 And he taught in their 
synagogues, being glorified of all. 16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been 
brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath 
day, and stood up for to read. 17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the 
prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was 
written, 18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to 
preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised, 19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 20 And he closed the 
book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that 
were in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 And he began to say unto them, This 
day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. 22 And all bare him witness, and 
wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth. And they said, Is not 
this Joseph's son? 23 And he said unto them, Ye will surely say unto me this proverb, 
Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in 
thy country. 24 And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his 
own country. 25 But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of 
Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great famine was 
throughout all the land; 26 But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a 
city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow. 27 And many lepers were in Israel in the 
time of Eliseus the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian. 
28 And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled 
with wrath, 29 And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the brow 
of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might cast him down headlong. 30 But 
he passing through the midst of them went his way, 

 
 22a And they were astonished at his doctrine:  
 
"His doctrine" being the gospel message as proclaimed earlier: 
 

Mark 1:14-15 Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 15 And saying, The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the 
gospel. 

 
22b for he taught them as one that had authority, and not as the scribes.  
 
The scribes and other Jewish leaders taught not only of God's word but of the traditions and 
doctrines that originated from men that added to or modified the doctrine of God. 
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Matthew 15:7-9 Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 8 This people 
draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their 
heart is far from me. 9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men. 

 
Jesus preached differently from the scribes because he is the Son of God and it was the Holy 
Ghost (he himself) who guided men to write the scriptures. There is no other with higher 
authority over what is written in the scriptures.  
 

Luke 4:32 And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power. 
 
Not only was Jesus the ultimate authority on doctrine but he was given the Holy Ghost, the 
Spirit of God without measure. 
 

John 3:34-35 For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God 
giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him . 35 The Father loveth the Son, and hath 
given all things into his hand. 

 
23a And there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit;  
 
It is difficult to determine why the man with the unclean spirit came into the synagogue, or 
rather why the spirit directed the man to do so, but the spirit recognizes Jesus.  
 
23b and he cried out, 24a Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou 
Jesus of Nazareth?  
 

James 2:19  Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also 
believe, and tremble. 

 
The unclean spirit (devil) that possessed the man pleads mercy in the form of ignorance from 
Jesus. Essentially, it is trying to convince Jesus that there’s nothing to see, nothing to do, with it. 
The devil even attempts to discredit Jesus by calling him “of Nazareth”, knowing that Jesus was 
born in and was of Bethlehem, but considering that the Jews in Capernaum might not pay Jesus 
much attention if he was thought to be “of Nazareth”. 
 
24b art thou come to destroy us?  
 

1 John 3:8  He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the 
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might 
destroy the works of the devil. 

 
The unclean spirit fears Jesus because it knows he is the Son of God who will conquer the 
greatest tool in the devil’s arsenal: death, and one day he will cast the devil and his angels into 
everlasting fire. 
 

Matthew 25:41  Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 
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24c I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God.  
 
John Gill “all this the devil knew from his wonderful incarnation, by the voice from heaven at his 
baptism, from the conquest over him in the wilderness, and by the miracles he had already 
wrought:” 
 
“Jesus of Nazareth” is changed to “the Holy One of God” as the unclean spirit continues its cries 
for mercy.  
 
25 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him.  
 
Jesus’ rebuke is not of the possessed man, but of the unclean spirit possessing the man. He is 
rebuking it because it is the opposite of holy, because it attempted to placate him with false 
honor, because it knows he is able to do what he says. 
 
26 And when the unclean spirit had torn him, and cried with a loud voice, he came 
out of him. 
 
Matthew Henry: “Thus, when Christ by his grace delivers poor souls out of the hands of Satan, it 
is not without a grievous toss and tumult in the soul; for that spiteful enemy will disquiet those 
whom he cannot destroy.” 
 
The story doesn’t change throughout Jesus’ earthly ministry, nor has it changed today. Jesus is 
God. He has power over all creation, including the devil and his angels (unclean spirits or 
devils). When Jesus commands, his creation responds, regenerate and unregenerate, saved and 
unsaved, elect and non-elect, heavenly and earthly beings. There is no one that can resist the 
command of Jesus Christ. 
 
27 And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned among themselves, 
saying, What thing is this? what new doctrine is this? for with authority 
commandeth he even the unclean spirits, and they do obey him.  
 
The scribes and other Jewish leaders had only their traditions, ceremonies, and writings as their 
power, but Jesus brought a new doctrine: Jesus is the messiah, the son of God almighty, in the 
flesh but in the spirit too. Jesus demonstrates this new thing by commanding even unclean 
spirits to leave their dwelling places. No human leader could ever do that. 
 
28 And immediately his fame spread abroad throughout all the region round about 
Galilee. 


