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Catechism-Question One 

Question: Who is the first and best of beings? 

 

 

Answer: God is the first and best of beings. 

 

 

Scripture: Isaiah 44:6; Psalm 8:1; 96:4; 97:9, 

1 Samuel 2:2 
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Matthew 16:13-15 

Now when Jesus came into the district of 

Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say that the 

Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some 

say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, 

and others Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who 

do you say that I am?”  
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Colossians 1:15-22 
 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by  him 
all things were created, in heaven and on 

earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or 

authorities—all things were created 
through him and for him.17 And he is 

before all things, and in him all things hold 
together.  
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Colossians 1:15-22 
 

18 And he is the head of the body, the 

church. He is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead, that in everything he might 

be preeminent. 19 For in him all the 

fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 

and through him to reconcile to himself all 

things, whether on earth or in heaven, 

making peace by the blood of his cross. 
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Colossians 1:15-22 
 

 21 And you, who once were alienated 

and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 

22 he has now reconciled in his body of 

flesh by his death, in order to present 

you holy and blameless and above 

reproach before him 
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V19-23 The Doctrine of Reconciliation  
Reconciliation: Root word-Change/Exchange  (Change to the relationship between God 

and man) 

– Fully/Completely reconciled, Bringing back a state of peace/harmony 

Reconciliation: The need, The instrument/means, The accomplishment/end, The scope  

The Need for Reconciliation 

The mentioning of reconciliation implies there is a need for reconciliation 

V21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds  

• alienated (from God)-Shut out, estranged (Separation between God & man)  

– God and man are not neutral but rather enemies (Rom 5:10) 

• Hostile in mind: hateful (understanding, thinking, desires)  

– Romans 8:7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does 

not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot 

• Doing evil deeds  

– Galatians 5:19-21 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, 

impurity, sensuality, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, 

rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21envy,d drunkenness, orgies, and things like 

these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will 

not inherit the kingdom of God. (John 3:19-20) 8 



Reconciliation  
The Instrument/Means for Reconciliation 

V20 And through him to reconcile (Jesus is the instrument for reconciliation) 

• In v19 Paul qualifies Jesus as the only instrument “For in him all the fullness of God 
was pleased to dwell” (Paul is arguing the deity of Jesus) 

– Jesus was fully God (v19) and fully man (v22 he has now reconciled in his body of 
flesh) 

– In order to reconcile fallen man to God, we needed someone who could bridge the 
gap between God and man 

• Someone who could stand in the place of man and satisfy God (There is only 
one who could accomplish this: the God-Man Jesus Christ)  

• Jesus was fully God and fully man (flesh)  

– How did Jesus reconcile man to God?  

• V20 making peace by the blood of his cross 

• V22 (v21 you) he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death  

• By the sacrifice of Jesus body, the shedding of his blood/his death on the cross, 
wrath has been satisfied, sin has been paid for (atoned), and the means of 
reconciliation has been accomplished  

• Romans 5:10-11 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by 
the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved 
by his life 
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Reconciliation  
The Instrument/Means for Reconciliation 

2 Corinthians 5:17-18, 21 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The 
old has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through 
Christ reconciled us to himself 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no 
sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

Hebrews 9:12 he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of 
goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 

• Hebrews 9:22 without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 

The Accomplishment of Reconciliation 

In Christ (Life, death, burial, resurrection), our sins are paid for and we are clothed in 
His righteousness, “v22 in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach  
before him.”   

• This is our position if we are “in Christ” –Holy, blameless, & above reproach 

• Holy (set apart for God), blameless (without blemish/spot), and above reproach 
(cannot be called into account)—God joyfully accepts us in Christ (Rom 4:5) 

– The reconciliation and peace with God through the blood/death of Jesus Christ 
is not a matter of subjective feelings, but objective fact 

– This is where our hope and joy should rest  

– Through our faith in Christ, we have peace with God and have been reconciled 
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Reconciliation  
The Scope  

V20 And through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 

making peace by the blood of his cross 

• How are we to understand “all things, whether on earth or in heaven”  

– We know the Bible cannot contradict itself (ceases to be God’s Word)  

– We must allow Scripture to interpret Scripture (There are paradoxes: Seeming 

or apparent contradiction (One God/Triune, Gaining life by losing life)  

– Universalist would say  v20 teaches “Every human, every angel, all creation has 

been reconciled through Christ and therefore, all will be saved eventually” 

– Does the Bible teach every human/angel is at peace with God & will be saved?  

– Matthew 25:41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you 

cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.” (2 Thess 1:9, 

Rev 14:11) 

Immediate context: Christ who is God (v19) reconciled all things to himself, whether 

on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross (v20). He has now 

reconciled you in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you blameless and 

above reproach before him (v22) IF indeed you continue in the faith (v23) 
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Reconciliation  
Ephesians 1:3-11 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he 
chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus 
Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with 
which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8which he 
lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the mystery of his 
will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the fullness 
of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

Romans 8:18-25 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with 
eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20For the creation was subjected to 
futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation 
itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory 
of the children of God. 22For we know that the whole creation has been groaning 
together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23And not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. 
Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25But if we hope 
for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
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Reconciliation  
 Jesus Christ fully accomplished reconciliation between God and 

man, by shedding his blood and dying on the cross (implied death, burial, 

resurrection). This is accomplished (already) and knowing this should bring 

hope, joy, and power now.  

 

 To those outside of Christ now: This provides hope to helpless, 

hopeless, hell-deserving sinners. You must repent and believe in Jesus 

Christ (finished work) alone, and you shall be saved and reconciled to God. 

No longer at enmity but at peace in Christ.  

 

 We will experience the fullness of this reconciliation with Christ in 

the new heavens and the new earth, and at that time all things (believing 

Christians, non-fallen angels, and all creation) will have eternal peace with 

God. 
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