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MOSES’ FIRST SERMON – PART TWO

The God of Battle 2:26 to 3:11

In God’s providence some tribes were spared and others were to be destroyed as
Israel moved toward Canaan.

Some people imagine a moral problem with the total destruction of most of the
tribes that engaged with Israel. Don’t overlook the fact that these people were
desperately wicked and idolaters. Don’t impose your limited knowledge on God’s
omnipotence and justice.

We can see this in Moses’ second sermon.

Deut 9:4-6
4 "Do not think in your heart, after the LORD your God has cast them out before

you, saying, 'Because of my righteousness the LORD has brought me in to possess this
land'; but it is because of the wickedness of these nations that the LORD is driving
them out from before you. 5 It is not because of your righteousness or the
uprightness of your heart that you go in to possess their land, but because of the
wickedness of these nations that the LORD your God drives them out from before
you, and that He may fulfill the word which the LORD swore to your fathers, to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 6 Therefore understand that the LORD your God is not
giving you this good land to possess because of your righteousness, for you are a
stiff-necked people.

The sequel to this story is that Israel failed to complete the destruction of the
tribes in Canaan and this led to their own apostasy and their ultimate setting aside
as the chosen nation of God.
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God gave land to every tribe of Jacob, but Reuben and Gad and the half tribe of
Manasseh were allowed to remain on the east side of Jordan.

HALF-TRIBE
A term used in the Old Testament to refer to the two separate settlements of

the tribe of Manasseh-one east of the Jordan River and the other in central
Palestine west of the Jordan. During the days of Moses, half of the people of the
tribe of Manasseh requested permission to settle the territory east of the Jordan
after the land was conquered. Moses agreed to this request, on the condition that
the entire tribe assist in the conquest of Canaan and that the other half of the tribe
settle west of the Jordan (Num 32:33-42; Deut 3:12-13; Josh 1:12-18).

(from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright © 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

The Goodness and Severity of God 3:23-29

Deut 3:23-29
23 "Then I pleaded with the LORD at that time, saying: 24 'O Lord GOD , You have

begun to show Your servant Your greatness and Your mighty hand, for what god is
there in heaven or on earth who can do anything like Your works and Your mighty
deeds? 25 I pray, let me cross over and see the good land beyond the Jordan, those
pleasant mountains, and Lebanon.'

26 "But the LORD was angry with me on your account, and would not listen to me.
So the LORD said to me: 'Enough of that! Speak no more to Me of this matter. 27 Go
up to the top of Pisgah, and lift your eyes toward the west, the north, the south,
and the east; behold it with your eyes, for you shall not cross over this Jordan. 28

But command Joshua, and encourage him and strengthen him; for he shall go over
before this people, and he shall cause them to inherit the land which you will see.'

29 "So we stayed in the valley opposite Beth Peor.

We have already dealt with the reason for Moses’ not being allowed to enter
Canaan.

Num 20:10-12
10 And Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock; and he

said to them, "Hear now, you rebels! Must we bring water for you out of this rock?"
11 Then Moses lifted his hand and struck the rock twice with his rod; and water
came out abundantly, and the congregation and their animals drank.

12 Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not believe Me, to
hallow Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this
assembly into the land which I have given them."
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What better way to impress on the people the goodness and the severity of God?

Moses wants the people to know that God is good but He is also a God who keeps
His promises and brings about judgment.

Paul uses this example in Romans 9 to 11 when he answers the question:

“Who are the Israel of God?”

Rom 11:19-24
19 You will say then, "Branches were broken off that I might be grafted in." 20

Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not
be haughty, but fear. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, He may not
spare you either. 22 Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those
who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness.
Otherwise you also will be cut off. 23 And they also, if they do not continue in
unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. 24 For if you
were cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and were grafted contrary to
nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, who are natural
branches, be grafted into their own olive tree?

In Deut 4 Moses gets to the “so what?” part of his first sermon, the application.

The history lesson was necessary but it could not end there. What were they to
learn from the past?

Learn Obedience 4:1-13

Moses told of God’s mighty acts in order to instill gratitude and a will to obey.

Do not add to or take away from God’s Word.

Deut 4:1-2
"Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I teach you to
observe, that you may live, and go in and possess the land which the LORD God of
your fathers is giving you. 2 You shall not add to the word which I command you,
nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which
I command you.
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Rev 22:18-19
18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If

anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in
this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy,
God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the
things which are written in this book.

What is the cost of disobedience? 4:3-4

Moses recalls the incident at Baal Peor

Deut 4:2-4
3 Your eyes have seen what the LORD did at Baal Peor; for the LORD your God has
destroyed from among you all the men who followed Baal of Peor. 4 But you who
held fast to the LORD your God are alive today, every one of you.

Num 25:1-5
Now Israel remained in Acacia Grove, and the people began to commit harlotry with
the women of Moab. 2 They invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and
the people ate and bowed down to their gods. 3 So Israel was joined to Baal of
Peor, and the anger of the LORD was aroused against Israel.

4 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Take all the leaders of the people and hang the
offenders before the LORD, out in the sun, that the fierce anger of the LORD may
turn away from Israel."

5 So Moses said to the judges of Israel, "Every one of you kill his men who were
joined to Baal of Peor."

How to be a great nation 4:5-8

Obedience to God’s laws would set Israel apart from other nations and they
would be great as long as they continued to honor God.
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Take Heed 4:9-13

When a preacher wants to drive home his main point he will say something like,
“If you only hear this one thing…” Moses says “Only take heed to yourself….”

God spoke to you out of the midst of the fire…[4:12]

God is Spirit and has no form so why would you think to carve something out of
wood and stone and say that is looks like God? [4:15-24]

Moses’ great concern for his people was their tendency to lapse into idolatry.

It did not take them long to persuade Aaron to form a golden calf.

Ex 32:19-24
19 So it was, as soon as he came near the camp, that he saw the calf and the

dancing. So Moses' anger became hot, and he cast the tablets out of his hands and
broke them at the foot of the mountain. 20 Then he took the calf which they had
made, burned it in the fire, and ground it to powder; and he scattered it on the
water and made the children of Israel drink it. 21 And Moses said to Aaron, "What
did this people do to you that you have brought so great a sin upon them?"

22 So Aaron said, "Do not let the anger of my lord become hot. You know the
people, that they are set on evil. 23 For they said to me, 'Make us gods that shall go
before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we
do not know what has become of him.' 24 And I said to them, 'Whoever has any gold,
let them break it off.' So they gave it to me, and I cast it into the fire, and this calf
came out."

Deut 4:15-24
15 "Take careful heed to yourselves, for you saw no form when the LORD spoke to

you at Horeb out of the midst of the fire, 16 lest you act corruptly and make for
yourselves a carved image in the form of any figure: the likeness of male or female,
17 the likeness of any animal that is on the earth or the likeness of any winged bird
that flies in the air, 18 the likeness of anything that creeps on the ground or the
likeness of any fish that is in the water beneath the earth.

19 And take heed, lest you lift your eyes to heaven, and when you see the sun,
the moon, and the stars, all the host of heaven, you feel driven to worship them
and serve them, which the LORD your God has given to all the peoples under the
whole heaven as a heritage. 20 But the LORD has taken you and brought you out of
the iron furnace, out of Egypt, to be His people, an inheritance, as you are this
day. 21 Furthermore the LORD was angry with me for your sakes, and swore that I
would not cross over the Jordan, and that I would not enter the good land which
the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance.
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22 But I must die in this land, I must not cross over the Jordan; but you shall cross
over and possess that good land. 23 Take heed to yourselves, lest you forget the
covenant of the LORD your God which He made with you, and make for yourselves a
carved image in the form of anything which the LORD your God has forbidden you.
24 For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.

In John’s Gospel Jesus gives this instruction:

John 4:19-26
19 The woman said to Him, "Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet. 20 Our fathers

worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where
one ought to worship."

21 Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will
neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father. 22 You worship
what you do not know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews. 23

But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.

24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."

25 The woman said to Him, "I know that Messiah is coming" (who is called Christ).
"When He comes, He will tell us all things."

26 Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am He."

What if you do worship idols? 4:25-31

Deut 4:25-31
25 "When you beget children and grandchildren and have grown old in the land,

and act corruptly and make a carved image in the form of anything, and do evil in
the sight of the LORD your God to provoke Him to anger, 26 I call heaven and earth
to witness against you this day, that you will soon utterly perish from the land
which you cross over the Jordan to possess; you will not prolong your days in it, but
will be utterly destroyed. 27 And the LORD will scatter you among the peoples, and
you will be left few in number among the nations where the LORD will drive you. 28

And there you will serve gods, the work of men's hands, wood and stone, which
neither see nor hear nor eat nor smell. 29 But from there you will seek the LORD your
God, and you will find Him if you seek Him with all your heart and with all your
soul. 30 When you are in distress, and all these things come upon you in the latter
days, when you turn to the LORD your God and obey His voice 31 (for the LORD your
God is a merciful God), He will not forsake you nor destroy you, nor forget the
covenant of your fathers which He swore to them.
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God does the choosing 4:32-40

Deut 4:32-40
32 "For ask now concerning the days that are past, which were before you, since

the day that God created man on the earth, and ask from one end of heaven to the
other, whether any great thing like this has happened, or anything like it has been
heard. 33 Did any people ever hear the voice of God speaking out of the midst of
the fire, as you have heard, and live? 34 Or did God ever try to go and take for
Himself a nation from the midst of another nation, by trials, by signs, by wonders,
by war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, and by great terrors, according
to all that the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes? 35 To you it was
shown, that you might know that the LORD Himself is God; there is none other
besides Him. 36 Out of heaven He let you hear His voice, that He might instruct you;
on earth He showed you His great fire, and you heard His words out of the midst of
the fire. 37 And because He loved your fathers, therefore He chose their
descendants after them; and He brought you out of Egypt with His Presence, with
His mighty power, 38 driving out from before you nations greater and mightier than
you, to bring you in, to give you their land as an inheritance, as it is this day. 39

Therefore know this day, and consider it in your heart, that the LORD Himself is God
in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is no other. 40 You shall therefore
keep His statutes and His commandments which I command you today, that it may
go well with you and with your children after you, and that you may prolong your
days in the land which the LORD your God is giving you for all time."

Cities of Refuge east of Jordan 4:41-43

Deut 4:41-43
41 Then Moses set apart three cities on this side of the Jordan, toward the rising

of the sun, 42 that the manslayer might flee there, who kills his neighbor
unintentionally, without having hated him in time past, and that by fleeing to one
of these cities he might live: 43 Bezer in the wilderness on the plateau for the
Reubenites, Ramoth in Gilead for the Gadites, and Golan in Bashan for the
Manassites.
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An introduction to the second sermon on the law of God 4:44-49

Deut 4:44-49
44 Now this is the law which Moses set before the children of Israel. 45 These are

the testimonies, the statutes, and the judgments which Moses spoke to the children
of Israel after they came out of Egypt, 46 on this side of the Jordan, in the valley
opposite Beth Peor, in the land of Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt at
Heshbon, whom Moses and the children of Israel defeated after they came out of
Egypt. 47 And they took possession of his land and the land of Og king of Bashan,
two kings of the Amorites, who were on this side of the Jordan, toward the rising of
the sun, 48 from Aroer, which is on the bank of the River Arnon, even to Mount Sion
(that is, Hermon), 49 and all the plain on the east side of the Jordan as far as the
Sea of the Arabah, below the slopes of Pisgah.


