
This is not a fully written or transcribed manuscript, but the extended notes written in preparation. 
 

Why We’re Protestant—1 
 

Jesus Alone Saves 
Hebrews 7:11–28 
Why We’re Protestant #03 
© 2017 Daniel R. Hyde 

E need to know what we believe and why we believe it. Amen? 

So here we are. We are Christians. We are Protestants. We are 

Reformed. Do you know why? It’s not good enough when a Roman 

Catholic friend at your kids’ soccer game asks you why you’re Protestant 

to say, “My pastor knows.” Kids, it’s not good enough to know that your 

mom or dad knows. You need to know what you believe and why! That’s 

what we’re asking and seeking to answer this October as we celebrate the 

500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. We’ve seen that we are 

Reformed Catholics and that our foundation is the Word of God. The 

question for today is who saves?  

The Confused Confession of Rome 
Let me first set the context of what I want to say with the confused 

confession of Rome. It’s confused because Rome confesses with the angel 

that Mary’s son would be called Jesus because he saves his people from 

their sins and that in the words of the Nicene Creed he is the Son of God 
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“who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven.” Yet, when the 

Roman Catholic leaders responded to the Reformation at the Council of 

Trent in the mid-1500s, they said contrary things. 

Look at the quote I’ve given you in the sermon notes page. When the 

Catechism of Trent spoke of giving thanks in prayer it added this: 

…the Church of God has wisely added prayers and an 
invocation addressed to the most holy Mother of God [this is a 
title we accept as it has been used historically to say her son was not 
merely human but also divine], by which we piously and humbly fly 
to her patronage, in order that, by her intercession, she may 
reconcile God to us sinners and may obtain for us those 
blessings which we stand in need of in this life and in the life 
to come [Mary is described as doing the things Jesus does!]. We, 
therefore, exiled children of Eve, who dwell in this vale of tears, 
should constantly beseech the Mother of mercy, the advocate 
of the faithful, to pray for us sinners [Again, Mary is called one 
of Jesus’ titles]. [Why?] In this prayer we should earnestly 
implore her help and assistance; for that she possesses exalted 
merits with God [Mary has more merit than needed, which we 
need], and that she is most desirous to assist us by her prayers, 
no one can doubt without impiety and wickedness.1 

Jesus is the Savior but Mary is intercessor, reconciler, Mother of 

mercy, advocate, and meritorious. Talk about confusion! Why would 

Christians ever “piously and humbly fly to [Mary’s] patronage” instead of 

Jesus? How many of us know Roman Catholic family and friends who 
                                                
1 The Catechism of the Council of Trent, trans. J. Donovan (New York: The Catholic Publication Society, 
1829), 326. 
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have the perception that “mother knows best?” Who can better 

understand our needs like a mother? All this led to the Second Vatican 

Council in 1965 when Pope Paul VI said Mary “cooperated by her 

obedience, faith, hope and burning charity in the work of the Saviour in 

giving back supernatural life to souls.” After she was “exalted by the 

Lord as Queen of the universe…by her constant intercession continued 

to bring us the gifts of eternal salvation” (citing John 16:13, which is of 

the promise of the Spirit to lead into all truth). Therefore Mary is invoked 

as “Advocate, Auxiliatrix, Adjutrix, and Mediatrix” (citing Eph. 1:11–12; 1 

Cor. 12:4; Gal. 5:22, which refer to the Holy Spirit!).2 The idea, then, is 

this: fear Jesus, fly to Mary. 

Our Alone Mediator 
Now, unless your head has been in the sand or you’re just wiped out 

by your kids and work, there’s a lot of protesting going on today! But with 

some of it, the protestors are clueless why they’re even protesting. We 

can’t be! We can’t just protest and say “we’re not Roman Catholic.” We 

have to know what we believe and why. We protest Rome and stand with 
                                                
2 Chapter VIII.III.61, 59. As found at 
http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-
gentium_en.html (Accessed April 26, 2016). See also Catechism of the Catholic Church, 969. 
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believers from the time of Adam and Eve to say something positive: Jesus 

Christ is our alone mediator! The Son of God became man that man might 

be led to God. This is fundamental gospel truth, amen? 

In our passage the inspired author is making the big point that 

Jesus is greater than the Levitical priesthood. If perfection, which in 

Hebrews means to make us fit for fellowship with God, had been 

attainable through the Levitical priesthood of the law of Moses what 

further need would there have been for another priest to arise after the 

order of Melchizedek, rather than one named after the order of Aaron? 

(v. 11) The law commanded a priesthood but David later speaks of another 

to come who is not according to the line of Aaron. The writer admits, 

though, that Jesus belonged to another tribe (Judah, the line of kings), 

from which no one has ever served at the altar (v. 13). But Jesus’ 

priesthood is not on the basis of a legal requirement concerning bodily 

descent like the Levites were based on but by the power of an 

indestructible life, meaning, his resurrection (v. 16). Therefore the legal 

priesthood is set aside because of its weakness and uselessness and in its 

place a better hope is introduced, through which we draw near to God 
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(v. 19). What he’s saying is that Old Testament priests acted as mediators 

between God and the people but they were unable to give the reality of 

eternal fellowship with God. That’s where Jesus comes in! Notice there’s 

not a hint of Mary in any of this! Jesus’ priesthood is by an oath of the 

Lord, which the Levites never had (vv. 20–21). Then the conclusion is in 

verse 22: This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant. And he 

illustrates this. While the former priests were many in number, because 

they were prevented by death from continuing in office Jesus holds his 

priesthood permanently, because he continues forever (vv. 23, 24). There 

were many priests, but now there is one. They all died, he lives forever. 

Then we read those amazing words: Consequently, he is able to save to 

the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always 

lives to make intercession for them (v. 25).  

o We don’t need Mary’s intercession because we have Jesus’! 

o We don’t need Mary to reconcile us to God because Jesus saves 
to the uttermost! 

o We don’t need any other blessings Mary can obtain because 
Jesus obtained them all for us! 

o We don’t need Mary’s advocacy because Jesus ever lives to be 
our Advocate! 

o More importantly, Jesus doesn’t need Mary’s cooperation! 
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What a mediator! He has the power of an indestructible life, he 

introduces a better hope, he is the guarantor of a better covenant, he 

continues forever, he is able to save to the uttermost, and he always 

lives to make intercession for us! 

Our Approachable Mediator 
But for those of us who have loved ones still in Roman Catholicism 

like himself, having direct access to God through Jesus is unheard of. It’s 

like trying to run up the middle against the best defense ever—the Steel 

Curtain, the Fearsome Foursome, the Purple People Eaters, the Monsters 

of the Midway—for those of you who know your football history! Instead 

you do an end around. Mary is that end around in Roman Catholicism. 

But as we protest we also proclaim we believe Jesus is our 

approachable mediator. He is able to save to the uttermost those who 

draw near to God through him . There’s no reason Jesus should cause 

fear in us leading us to seek a friendlier mediator. There is no one in 

heaven or on earth who loves us more than Jesus Christ. Who loves us 

more than he who invites the weary: “Come to me…and I will give you 

rest?” (Matt. 11:28) Who loves us more than he who calls us friends: 
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“Greater love has no one than this, that he lays down his life for his 

friends?” (John 15:13) Who loves us more than he who whose love 

“surpasses knowledge?” (Eph. 3:19) What in all creation, whether friend 

or foe, angel or demon, pastor or Pope “will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord?” (Rom. 8:39) Jesus shows us 

that he loves us more than any other by stepping out of eternity into time; 

leaving fellowship with the Father for the rejection of his own; setting 

aside the glorious kingship of being “in the form of God” to “ma[k]e 

himself nothing, taking the form of a servant” for us (Phil. 2:6, 7). 

“But what about the saints and Mary?” What about them? Praise 

God for them and their example to us but Christians only turned to them 

out of distrust of Jesus’ promises. Honoring the saints actually dishonors 

them. Why would I say that? The saints never ever received prayers or 

required prayers come to them. Never! Peter, the supposed first Pope, did 

not accept bowing to him; instead he told Cornelius, “Stand up; I too am 

a man” (Acts 10:26). “But I’m unworthy to pray to God directly because of 

my sins.” You’re missing the point of prayer. We don’t offer prayer 

because we are worthy in ourselves; we offer them because Jesus is! And 
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his righteousness is ours by faith. Listen to our passage again: on the 

basis of Christ’s unchangeable priesthood, he is able to save to the 

uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always 

lives to make intercession for them. Did you hear that? He is able . He 

has the ability and the authority, the right and the might to save.  

Brothers and sisters, approach Jesus the Savior! God knew when he 

gave him to us, that we were sinners. 

Our Ability to Pray 
Let me conclude with one big application. Because of what Jesus has 

done as your alone mediator whom you can approach we learn of our 

ability to pray. Are you one of those who draw near to God through him? 

If so, because Jesus intercedes for you, you can intercede with God! Every 

single one of us is like an Israelite, camping around the Lord’s camp in 

the Tabernacle. Because Jesus has gone in through the courtyard 

entrance, offered himself on the altar of burnt offering, rose again and 

washed himself in the bronze basin, ripped down the curtain into the 

Holy Place, torn the great veil to the Holy of Holies in two, and taken his 

seat on the Ark of the Covenant between the wings of the cherubim, we 



This is not a fully written or transcribed manuscript, but the extended notes written in preparation. 
 

Why We’re Protestant—9 
 

now follow him! And it’s not that you have to pray; you get to pray. 

Arise, my soul arise; shake off your guilty fears; 
The bleeding sacrifice, in my behalf appears . . . 
With confidence I now draw nigh, 
And “Father, Abba, Father!” cry. 

Do you know what it is to be a Protestant? Do you know why you 

are? It’s all found in one word: Jesus! Let’s pray… 


