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Will God Step Down From Heaven Once Again?

Pastor Jose F. Maldonado HILLBURN DRIVE GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH October 14, 2012

“Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down, that the mountains might flow

down at thy presence.” Isaiah 64:1

I would like to speak this morning on the subject of “Will God Step Down From Heaven Once

Again?” This is a deep and profound question that ought to sober up our hearts before God,

because, God is not under any obligation to Step down from heaven and visit His vine. Any

past and subsequent Divine visitation by God is all by His grace and mercy, cemented in His

good pleasure which He has purposed in HIMSELF! If you have no clue what I am speaking

about this morning, I am speaking on the needful subject of REVIVAL! Now, as an individual,

I don’t quite feel qualified to speak on this subject matter so there is some fear and

trepidation as I speak.

For being such an optimistic person, this sounds like a negative title for revival, could be, but

nevertheless, it is a true statement. We have no guaranteed by God to visit us! It is all

predicated on HIM and HIM ALONE! This does not negate our responsibility to pray and

seek for revival, for this is our needful duty.

Now, so that we will not misunderstand what I mean about revival, I am not talking about

some man made revival, I’m talking about a GOD SENT REVIVAL! I’m not talking about

putting up a sign outside that says, “Revival Services – Monday thought Wednesday.” We

see many a sign like that, as though men have power to begin and end a revival, this is all

but a man made and man centered concept, what I am talking about is a GOD SENT

REVIVAL FROM HEAVEN; that is, A GOD made and GOD CENTERED REVIVAL! There is

a vast difference between the two. True Biblical REVIVAL is God STEPPING down from

HEAVEN with a glorious and DIVINE VISITATION, a time of refreshing and it is the

outpouring of His Holy Spirit to His people first in reviving them and them to the lost in

regenerating them. Revival is for GOD’S SHEEP, GOD’S PEOPLE first and foremost and

His blessings overflow unto to the LOST in the glorious salvation of many!

This might not be the best example, but it’s like dropping a rock in the middle of an ocean, a

lake or pond and on the initial impact, it’s small, then it has a ripple effect as far as it will go.

You see true Biblical revival begins with a certain individual in a church then it flows to the

church, then to the community, then to the city and so forth and so forth. There is no

warning, there is no pre-work on God’s side, it happens suddenly. God suddenly steps down

from HEAVEN and He visits a particular person, a particular church, a particular community

a particular city and so forth. (It comes suddenly or then: Acts 2:2, Haggai 1)
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Thus, “A GOD SENT REVIVAL” is God stepping down from heaven and disrupting the
mundane and normalcy of our lives. Notice how the following person describes revival, “When
men in the streets are afraid to open their mouths and utter godless words lest the judgments of God should
fall; when sinners, overawed by the Presence of God tremble in the streets and cry for mercy; when, without
special meetings and sensational advertising, the Holy Ghost sweeps across cities and towns in
Supernatural Power and holds men in the grip of terrifying Conviction; when "every shop becomes a

pulpit, every heart an altar, every home a sanctuary" and people walk softly before God—This is Revival!”

This is so foreign to us because the word REVIVAL has been so abused and misused so
much that in all reality it has lost its meaning. This 21st century generation never having
experience, yea witnessed any mighty movements of God in the essence of a NATIONAL
Spiritual awakening of years gone by, has no understanding and no concept regarding the
magnitude of a DIVINE VISITATION in the sense of GOD STEPPING DOWN FROM
HEAVEN! We need to pray as Elisha did and cry out to God, “where is the Lord God of
Elijah, where is the Lord God of Spurgeon, where is the Lord God of Whitefield and where is
the Lord God of Edwards…

We have said on many occasions from this pulpit that the only hope for the spiritual

languishing of America is a GOD SENT REVIVAL! As our country continues to spiral down in

wicked immorality never seen before is such flaunting ways, we are in great trouble

spiritually. I understand the doctrine of total depravity, but as we see the awful parading and

arrogance of sin in our country it grieves the heart. Paul hit on the nail when he spoke about

man having no fear of God in their hearts, Romans 3:18, “There is no fear of God before their

eyes.” Yes, we live also in the times that Paul proclaimed in 2 Tim.3:1-5, “This know also, that in

the last days perilous times shall come. 2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters,

proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers,

false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of

pleasures more than lovers of God; 5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such

turn away.” I don’t mean to sound gloom and doom, but reality cannot be hid, we can’t put our

head in the sand and act as thought everything is great. What we need is for God to STEP

DOWN FROM HEAVEN to visit this nation. Yea, to visit this vine here at Hillburn Drive Grace

Baptist Church!

This I believe is the idea of Isaiah 64:1, “Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest

come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy presence.”

Again, so that I will not be misunderstood, God sent REVIVAL is not to be confused with

Evangelism. A God SENT REVIVAL captures the heart with the AWARENESS of GOD, that

is, it lays hold of the heart of God’s people with or without a preacher. The preacher does not

make REVIVAL; GOD is ORIGIN and MEANS of REVIVAL! The PREACHER is but an

instrument in the HANDS OF AN HOLY GOD! GOD ALONE CHOOSES to use a

minister/preacher or evangelists according to HIS GOOD PLEASURE! A God sent revival is
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not some sort of religious entertainment or musical program not the result of sensational

advertising, PEOPLE ARE DRAWN SIMPLY BECAUSE GOD IS THERE! Zech. 4:6, “…Not by

might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.” For all who believe that God can only

move in a big church and not a small church like ours in the same chapter 4 verse down,

verse 10 it says, “For who hath despised the day of small things?” God does not despise small

things, people do! As a matter of fact one of my favorite verses in the hopes of revival is in 1

Samuel 14:6, “And Jonathan said to the young man that bare his armour, Come, and let us go over unto

the garrison of these uncircumcised: it may be that the LORD will work for us: for there is no restraint

to the LORD to save by many or by few.” Jonah 3, “Who can tell” this is our hope. This is our

hope that God will work for us because there is no restraint to the LORD to save by many of

by FEW! Again, its Zech. 4:6, “…Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.”

This is where we need to do as Hezekiah did in 2 Chron.20:12, “O our God, wilt thou not judge

them? for we have no might against this great company that cometh against us; neither know we what to

do: but our eyes are upon thee.”

Let me repeat myself, A God sent revival is not some sort of religious entertainment or
musical program not the result of sensational speakers or dramatic advertising, it’s when
PEOPLE ARE DRAWN SIMPLY BECAUSE GOD IS THERE! Please turn with me to
Zechariah 8:20-23, “Thus saith the LORD of hosts; It shall yet come to pass, that there shall come
people, and the inhabitants of many cities: 21 And the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let
us go speedily to pray before the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts: I will go also. 22 Yea, many people
and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD.
23 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all
languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you:

for we have heard that God is with you.” There it is, if you want a good definition of what TRUE
REVIVAL is: “We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you.”

Now, there are special moving’s of God where He meets with His people with a distinctive
and or particular presence and we know that God has met with us, but this is not a REVIVAL
in the true sense of the word. We have been involve in a few movements of God and are
thankful for these special and precious times. No doubt God has blessed with Gordon
Bayliss and what shall we say about 1989 at CBC? Then again, there is clear and
overwhelming distinction in a DIVINE VISITATION, when God steps down from heaven. It’s
not just a movement of God but an outpouring of His Spirit in Great and Omnipotent
POWER, which effects an individual or a few, then the church, then the community, then the
city and spreads to the rest of the country. But remember, God comes to REVIVE HIS
people first and then the lost are the recipients of these blessings by the manifestation of
souls being saved, by the hundreds and thousands.

Just to make sure I am not misunderstood or misconstrued, I’m not talking about working up
a fleshly frenzy or about things associated with tongues speaking, signs and miracles; many
have been duped and deceived in looking for these things, looking for a second Pentecost.
Some look for a baptism of the Holy Spirit which again needs to really be studied. Regarding
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the baptism of the Spirit, some look for a second work of grace, wherein the Scriptures are
silent on this issue. Perhaps you are asking, Pastor Joe, you don’t believe in the Baptism of
the Holy Spirit? Everyone look at me, my answer is a big N-O, NO! Now, before you judge
me harshly and tune me out, let me just say, this is a very controversial subject and
misunderstood greatly and there are some godly men, like Martin Lloyd Jones and Puritans
that held and believed to a form of a Holy Spirit Baptism. I don’t have time to deal with the
subject at present, but since I chased that rabbit, I’ll tell you what, Lord willing on the Sunday
after the Bible Conference on October 28th, Lord willing I’ll bring a message on the Baptist of
the Holy Spirit, but let me just say along with this, what I believe in, is in the FILLING of the
HOLY SPIRIT, that is being FILLED with the SPIRIT of GOD in contrast to the Baptism of the
Holy Spirit, Christ said in Luke 11:13, “If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your

children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” Then of
course you have Ephesians 5:18, “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the

Spirit.” Galatians 5:16-26 on the importance of walking in the Spirit. So I do believe in being
filled with the Spirit of God and that also is another sermon to which maybe after the Baptism
of Holy Spirit I will consider. Let move on to our particular subject on revival this morning.

No doubt that some of you are acquainted with the Great Awakenings, or the 1st and 2nd

Great Awakenings, with George Whitfield, Jonathan Edwards here in America and John
Wesley in England in 17th and 18th hundreds when God Stepped Down From Heaven in such
a mighty way where saints were revived and sinners regenerated by the thousands. In the
second great awakening, much is made about Charles Finney, which is the father of walking
the isle as a proof of regeneration which is very deceiving and then you have little know
Asahel Nettleton whom God did use powerfully. In July 1827, in New Lebanon, New York
Nettleton confronted Finney’s and his methods, rejecting the use of such disturbing
practices. We are reaping the awful practices of Finneyism in this 21st century, where many
credit salvation to the response of walking an isle or repeating some sinner’s prayer, which
are no doubt foreign to the Scriptures, again we emphasize that, it is not because of but in
spite of. Nonetheless, these were times of great blessings from God. Even in the War
Between the States, God blessed with revival in the Southern camps.

In Revival God’s presence is felt both among the save and the lost, consider these words
from the American revival of 1857, “The mighty "visitation" of those days, from which has flowed
almost a century of spiritual blessing, represents a challenge even today. Like a spiritual tornado, the Spirit
of God swept through the land, and New England became the center of the great awakening, resulting in
great numbers finding Salvation. In some towns it was reported as being "almost impossible, to find anyone
who had not been converted." Like a great spiritual epidemic, tremendous Conviction of Sin swept through
the land, and thousands turned to Christ. Drunkards, as they stood at the saloon bars, gamblers as they sat
at the card tables, congregations as they sat in churches, even passengers on board incoming liners came
under the influence of this strange and wonderful moving of God and, kneeling in repentance, found pardon.
In many places, dance halls, theaters, and gambling dens were closed or emptied: new churches began to
spring up everywhere; family altars were restored, and the spirit of prayer grew in intensity until anyone
could cross the land and find a "mid-day" prayer meeting in almost any town! It was estimated, that as many

as 50,000 were saved in a week, when this gracious visitation was at its height!” Again, this is all foreign
to us. Notice also the next quote, “Revival is an "awareness of God" that grips the whole community,
and the roadside, the tavern, as well as the church, becomes the place where men find Christ. Here is the
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vast difference between our modern evangelistic campaigns and true revival. In the former, hundreds may
be brought to a knowledge of Christ, and churches experience seasons of blessings but as far as the
community is concerned little impact is made; the taverns, dance halls, and movies are still crowded, and
godlessness marches on. In revival, the Spirit of God like a cleansing flame sweeps through the community.
Divine conviction grips people everywhere; the strongholds of the devil tremble and many close their doors,

while multitudes turn to Christ!” Then, there was the 1904 Welsh Revivals which Gordon Bayliss
mentioned a lot in his sermons. Gordon and Frank Boydstun both would often speak of the
Hebrides Revival in 1949-1952 near Scotland under the preaching Duncan Campbell.

This, my dear ones is what we need again; we need for God to Step Down from Heaven
AGAIN! Will HE? I don’t know; I do hope He does because this country needs it severely!
This is our only hope, not the government, not the politicians, not man made traditions in the
religious circles of our day and not some positive gospel message of Joel Osteen, what we
need is for GOD in great and mighty POWER to STEP DOWN FROM HEAVEN and visit us
again.

Now, Habakkuk 3:2 gives me much hope that God can VISIT this country again, “O LORD, I
have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of

the years make known; in wrath remember mercy.” In Psalms 85:4-7, “Turn us, O God of our
salvation, and cause thine anger toward us to cease. 5 Wilt thou be angry with us forever? wilt thou draw
out thine anger to all generations? 6 Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?

7 Shew us thy mercy, O LORD, and grant us thy salvation.” Though these verses give us hope,
let them be more than hope, let these verses be our PRAYER before God. I am concern
about our day, my children’s day and my children children’s day, God help us, may He be
please to STEPPED DOWN ONE MORE TIME FROM HEAVEN. Not because we deserve it,
no we don’t, but solely because of His mercy that in wrath HE MIGHTJUST REMEMBER
MERCY, WHO CAN TELL WHAT GOD MIGHT DO! It takes one special person, one special
church, one special place to arouse the Spirit of God. Let’s pray as David prays in Psalm
83:1, “Keep not thou silence, O God: hold not thy peace, and be not still, O God.”

Then of course we do have the promise of 2 Chron.7:14, “If my people, which are called by my
name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I

hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.” This, my dear ones in our hope
and encouragement, because God addresses HIS PEOPLE! There are some qualifications
or if you wish prerequisites for God to heal our country and it does depend on HIS PEOPLE
and THEIR RESPONSIBILITY to fulfill His demands for a great healing.

God is a TRIUNE HOLY God and His people first and humanity in general must humble
them-selves before this HOLY God! We must first humble ourselves, pray and seek His Holy
face and then and only then not one moment soon, will He hear from heaven and promises
to forgive our sin and heal our land. This is a promise cemented in a responsible condition on
our part. May God grace us to do that which we know to do in the seeking of His Blessings
from up on HIGH! On the other side of the coin Christ did warn in Matthew 13:58, “And he did

not many mighty works there because of their unbelief.”
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The prescription for revival:

 The Humbled Spirit, “If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble

themselves…” This is so hard become most people are arrogant and prideful and
are more interested in their own glory than God’s glory. God is very clear when
He says that, “No flesh shall glory in His presence.” Therefore, we must have a
deep and real heart searching, heart humbling and heart confession in turning
from sin. A humble person is one who not concerned about himself but about
others and in this case, the other is GOD! We must ask as David did in Psalm
139:23 & 24, “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:

24 And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” Unless
there is a HEART SEARCHING in our souls there will be no humbling in us.
Isaiah 57:15, “For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is
Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble

spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.”

 The Prayer: “…and pray, and seek my face…” The need for prayer is a major
necessity in seeking God to meet with us. The importance of private and
corporate prayer before God, that is, prayer in our closets and prayer in our
church. But how can God bless if many of the members skip prayer meetings on
Wednesday night. I know we are busy and have our work schedules and things
like that, but not attending every Wednesday night, then it’s an issue of the heart.
There must be private prayers in our closets and as a corporate body, the
church. Are we willing to be earnest and travailing in our prayers until we hear
from heaven? This is hard because many begin in sincerity and then at some
point give up out and forget why we are even praying and then we wonder why
God will not step down from heaven. It’s one thing to want to do it, but another
thing altogether to DO IT! Are we willing and ready to pray without ceasing? May
God grace us with a faith that will trust in the promise of God, as here in 2 Chron.
7:14. Let us have the faith of Jeremiah in calling unto to God in FAITH, Jeremiah
33:3, “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which

thou knowest not.”

 The Turning: “…and turn from their wicked ways…” Before there is a humbling heart
and a prayerful heart, there must be a confessing heart. There must be a turning
from sin before there is a turning to God. There must be a turning away from
those things which will contaminate the things of God. You can learn a lot about
God from the Psalms of David, for he says in Psalm 24:3-6. “Who shall ascend into
the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place? 4 He that hath clean hands, and a
pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. 5 He shall
receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 6

This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy face, O Jacob. Selah.” May our
generation be a responsible generation before God? May God grace us to turn
from our wicked ways and SEEK the LIVING and TRUE GOD!
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 The Promise: “…then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their

land.” 2 Corinthians 1:20, “For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen,

unto the glory of God by us.” God’s promises are true and faithful, that is, if God
promises something He will do it. 2 Peter 1:4, “Whereby are given unto us exceeding

great and precious promises...” Numbers 23:19, “God is not a man, that he should lie; neither
the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and

shall he not make it good?” We can trust the promises of God as we saw last week
about Abraham’s faith as he staggered not at the promise of God but found Him
faithful in what He had promise! “He staggered not at the promise of God through
unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; 21 And being fully persuaded that, what

he had promised, he was able also to perform.” God has promised to heal our land, but
it does come with a conditional clause, a humble heart, prayer and repentance.
When this is met God will fulfill His promise. The question is; how many churches
are willing to meet the prerequisites set forth by God? This is a national issue
and therefore it needs a national response. There is national revival and there is
a church revival. May God be pleased to move in a powerful way, may God in
wrath remember mercy?

These are some of the things God does in the hearts men and women as He prepares to
visit with a Divine visitation. No doubt that God acts according to His own will and pleasure,
because revival in the true sense of the word is a WORK OF GOD, but this does not in any
way remove the essence of our responsibility before God as prescribed for in 2 Chron. 7:14.

Revival is God renewing and or quickening the hearts of His saints and renewing dead
churches who have not the breath of God in their midst, no matter how doctrinally sound that
church is. Just read about the 7 churches in Revelation 2 & 3. Revival is God awakening
sleepy Christians and awakening dead sinners. As you read of some revivals of old and
there seems to be the same pattern, that is, before an awakening swept through the
unconcerned world, it always FIRST ARRESTED the CHRISTIANS!

The words of Habakkuk resounds loudly, “O LORD, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O
LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath

remember mercy.” No matter how gloom it looks, God has His appointed time and He will not
tarry, so let not be weary, let us by faith lay hold of the words of the Apostle Paul in Galatians
6:9, “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” We cannot
work it up nor can we pray it down, God is His time WILL STEP DOWN again one day, but a
good place to begin is in prayer.

Are there verses we can pray and use to help us in seeking revival? Yes, one of my favorite
is in Ezra 9:9, “For we were bondmen; yet our God hath not forsaken us in our bondage, but hath
extended mercy unto us in the sight of the kings of Persia, to give us a reviving, to set up the house of

our God, and to repair the desolations thereof, and to give us a wall in Judah and in Jerusalem.” I know
that first and foremost this is applied to the time of Ezra in the rebuilding of temple, but I
believe we can spiritually applied it to us in our day, because America is in awful bondage to
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sin, but we have the hope that God has not forsaken us and He can give us reviving to set
up the house of our God, or the church of our God, or even here at HDGBC! Of course also
the blessed verses in Habakkuk 3 and Psalms 85. Our chief text gives us hope also, that our
Great God would once again rend the heavens and step down, “Oh that thou wouldest rend the

heavens, that thou wouldest come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy presence.” Isaiah 64:1

A text in Luke 24 is also very interesting in particular verse 49, “And, behold, I send the promise

of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on

high.” Revival is being endued or if you wish, being clothe with power from on high! Now, no

doubt that this is speaking of the Day of Pentecost, because He did endue them great power

from on high on that particular day. As I said earlier I’m not looking for a second Pentecost,

because again that was a once and forever credentializing of HIS CHURCH! But what we

can garner and gather from this blessing is in Acts 3:19, “Repent ye therefore, and be converted,

that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the

Lord.” This verse I believe can refer to subsequent revivals. No doubt that we need a time of

refreshing from the LORD and the presence of the Lord.

But my own personal favorite text regarding revival is in Psalm 80, please turn there.

 In verse 1 David starts in the right place by being humbled and praying. David

speaks about (1) A Hearing Shepherd. (2) A Leading Shepherd. (3) A Dwelling

Shepherd and (4) A Shinning Shepherd. As though David is saying shine for us

our God for our sins have clouded thee.

 In verse 2 David asks God to stir Himself up in His omnipotent strength and

come and save us.

 In verse 3 David asks God to turn us to Him and to cause His face to shine,

because it is not shinning.

 In verses 4-6 David asks God how long will He be angry with us? David

confesses in verse 5 that God feeds us tears in great measure and in verse He

causes our neighbors to be against us.

 In verse 7 David for the second time asks God to shine, but notice the

progression, not just O God, but O God of HOSTS!

 In verses 8-13 David speaks about the garden of the Lord. (SOS 4:16 & Isaiah

5:1-7) How He planted it, He blessed it, it spread and it took root, but sin, idolatry

and unbelief overcame and destroyed this vine. Therefore, God removed His

protection and it was ravished. The hedges are gone, the vineyard was ravished

and then the foxes came out to play which led to a complete devastation.

 In verse 14 we have the prayer for revival, that is, for God to look down and to

visit. As though David is saying, “Lord it still has roots and some of the branches

are yet alive.” Lord look and step down from heaven and visit His vine.
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 In verses 15 & 16, David reminds God that it was Him who had planted the

vineyard. By His right hand and His omnipotent power was it was planted.

Though, the anger of the Lord burns David says, “O Lord God do not look upon

us in anger.” In wrath remember MERCY, that is, rebuke us O Lord, but don’t

look upon us in anger.

 Verse 17 is our hope, because the man here is none other than Jesus Christ, the

son of man. This is our hope because no matter how much the hedges are torn

down by the wild hogs and foxes we have the promise from the man on God’s

right hand that the gates of hell shall not prevail!

 In verses 18 & 19 we have the essence of 2 Chron.7:14, “If my people, which are

called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their

wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”

The importance of humbling ourselves before God, seeking Him in prayer and

turning from our wicked ways, turn us says David and we will not go back from

thee, quicken us and we will call thy name, thus, turn us oh God, turn us again

unto you again, OH GOD OF HOSTS cause thy face to shine and we shall be

saved! May God help us, yea may God hear, may God turn this country around,

it’s all in His hand, but let us pray that He will bow down His ear and hear us and

that He will be pleased to STEP DOWN FROM HEAVEN ONE MORE TIME!

I would like to end with a portion of Scripture to challenge us this morning, turn with me to 1
Chronicles 29:1-5:

 In verse 1 it speaks of a God call ministry, the call is great because work is great,
because it is a work not of man or for man, but for the LORD GOD. My preaching
in not to please you, but to please God. Gal.1:10, “For do I now persuade men, or
God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of

Christ.” 22 years ago, in couple of months it will be 23 years, I knelt right here with
brother Pat Horner, praying that God would make a distinction between mere
religion and true Christianity and I knew that if I would preach to please man, I
would not please God and if I would preach to please God, I would not please
man. I chose to cast my lot with God and not please man in my preaching. Why,
because, “…the work is great: for the palace is not for man, but for the LORD God.”

 In verse 2 it cause David to prepare his heart before God with all his might for the
house of his GOD! Our work for God’s house must be done with all our might not
with a half heart, but with all our might or we shall bring nothing to pass in it.

 In verse 3 our hearts must be in it, out affection must be to the house of God, if
Christ so loved His church that He gave Himself for it, should we not love the
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church and give ourselves for God’s house/church also? Do you have any
affection for God’s house?

 In verse 5 we are challenge to consecrate our service unto God, consecrate our
service that is, serving in God’s house with gladness and joy. “…And who then is

willing to consecrate his service this day unto the LORD?” In verse 1 we have the Charge
for God’s house because the work is great. In verse 3 we see the Contentment
with God’s house and in verse 5 we see the Challenge for God’s house.

Therefore, we are challenge this morning:

1. A Settle Purpose in our hearts in verses 1 – 3. Settle it in your hearts this morning
regarding God and His house.

2. A Willing Service in verse 5. Who then is willing, who among us this morning is willing
to serve God will all their heart, with all their strength, with all their soul and will all their
love? Reminds me of Isaiah in Isaiah 6:8, “Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom

shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.”
3. An Immediate Service, it says, “…And who then is willing to consecrate his service this day…”

It says this day, that is, TODAY, who then is willing to consecrate his service THIS
DAY. Even Joshua made this challenge in Joshua 24:15, “And if it seem evil unto you to
serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers
served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell:

but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” Choose you this day, today, you see
tomorrow never comes. Today if you will hear His voice harden not your heart.

4. It is the HIGHEST Service; It is unto, THE LORD! Not just any service and or just
serving anyone, no it is the HIGHEST SERVICE: UNTO THE LORD! 2 Timothy 2:21, “If
a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for

the master's use, and prepared unto every good work.”

There you have it, it is a settled purpose, it is a willing service, it is an immediate service and
it is the HIGHEST SERVICE! Therefore, “…And who then is willing to consecrate his service this day

unto the LORD?” You see it takes this kind of heart and service that God uses in bringing
revival to His people. May God be pleased to bless you and inspire you and all of us to serve
the Lord with this type of HEART service and perhaps, God WILL STEP DOWN FROM
HEAVEN ONE MORE TIME, God help us:

Let’s pray:

Lets’ sing in the red hymnal page 166, “Cleanse Me.”


