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A NEW AND OLD COMMANDMENT 
(SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2018) 

Scripture: Leviticus 19:11-18; 1 John 2:7-11 

INTRODUCTION 

One of the challenges in interpreting the Bible correctly is understanding the relationship of 
what we call the old covenant and the new covenant and the relationship of the Old 
Testament and the New Testament. 

One well-known preacher has said recently we need to unhitch our faith from the Old 
Testament. It is a very foolish statement and idea.1 

Augustine said, “The new is in the old concealed; the old is in the new revealed.”2 

This is a good statement except we can add that there is progressive revelation in the Old 
Testament also. It is not that everything changes once we hit Matthew 1.  

To summarize the issue while we must see the unity of Scripture we must never downplay 
the significance of the coming of Christ and the fullness of revelation found in Him. 

At the center of God’s revelation is the work of Christ which has a connection to the past even 
as it brought change for all time. 

We will explore this theme more later in the message. 

Another key theme that is at the heart of our text is the call to love. 

Why does John emphasize love so much in this short letter? Because the call to love is a 
summary commandment. The call to love is at the heart of God’s work of redemption. 

                                                 
1 Andy Stanley was the one who said this. 
2 https://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/ancient-promises/ 
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And then we only have to consider how easy it can be “to love” when everything is going 
well. It is in the midst of testing and difficulty that you often see lack of love. 

So, it is not in vain that the command to love is given repeatedly by John. 

Robert Yarbrough his commentary states an obvious point. We live in an age dominated by 
self-love.  

In our culture today, love for others is a secondary concern. Self-love is primary. Nothing 
could be farther from the truth as our text makes clear. 

If you are in Christ, you must, and you will love. Without love you are in darkness. 

We will be looking at 1 John 2:7-11 in two parts: vv. 7-8, and vv. 9-11. 

 

1) AN OLD AND NEW COMMANDMENT, 1 JOHN 2:7-8 

As we make it further into 1 John, the exegesis gets more challenging in some ways. There is a 
simplicity in John, but there is also great depth.  

We have to think deeply and carefully as we continue to make our way through this letter.  

We see this as we look at verses 7 and 8.  

Verse 7 begins with the word brethren or beloved, as some Greek manuscripts read. 

It is a signal that John is moving to new material even as we still look for connections with 
what we had before. 

We would love to know more about some of the background issues, but all we really have is 
the text at this point, so we can only say so much about the background.  

As you look at verses 7 and 8, you see that John says he is not writing a new commandment 
in verse 7 and yet he is speaks of a new commandment in verse 8. 
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Now what must be true about what John is saying here to be logically consistent? 

He must be using the word new in a different way in verse 7 and verse 8. We have to slow 
down and be careful to make sure we don’t miss what he is saying. 

What else do you notice about the commandment John is speaking about in verses 7 and 8? 

The exact nature of the commandment is not given here. Perhaps we are not to be thinking of 
any particular commandment but of God’s commandments in general. That is possible, but 
the context and other passages show John is especially focused on the command to love 
others. 

2 John 5 And now I plead with you, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment 
to you, but that which we have had from the beginning: that we love one another. 

So how is this command to love both something old and also something new? 

It is old in that the command did not originate in the recent past. The command to love is 
found clearly in Leviticus and Deuteronomy.  

Additionally, the readers of John’s epistle knew of this command as they received the truth of 
the gospel. 

Notice also the repeated use of the phrase “from the beginning.” This phrase can mean the 
beginning of creation and history. It can also refer to the start of Jesus’ public ministry. It can 
also refer to the time where John’s readers were converted, the time that they first received 
the gospel. 

This would be the best understanding here. 

Therefore, on one hand the commandments and in particular the call to love are not new. On 
the other hand, there is a newness to the command in light of Jesus Christ. 

What is new about the command to love? 

John Calvin suggests that the word new speaks of how this command must be renewed daily 
in our lives. That is true, but I think there is something deeper. 
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To answer this we should look at how Jesus spoke of a new commandment in John 13:34. 
Now we should not just listen to this verse but remember that at the beginning of the chapter 
Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, an act of incredible humility. 

Listen to John 13:34. 

John 13:34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have 
loved you, that you also love one another. 

Any newness to God’s commandments or the call to love must be understood in terms of 
what Christ has done for us and the example given to us also. 

Consider four ways that Jesus reaffirmed and exemplified the command to love. 

(1) Jesus demonstrated love in the way He experienced it in perfect fellowship with the 
Father. This is why we can have true love and fellowship with the Father. 

(2) Jesus demonstrated true love in how He loved others, whether they were close friends, 
lost souls like the rich young ruler, his own close disciples, his mother, a hostile city over 
which He wept, and even those who crucified Him. 

(3) Jesus taught His disciples to love in terms of unparalleled humility. 

(4) Jesus commanded love in terms of sacrifice for others. As Scripture makes clear Jesus did 
not give His life for those who deserved His death, but when we were enemies.3 

So, appropriately we consider how the command is old in light of the Law and new in light of 
the cross. You need to consider love in light of both aspects. 

Now let us notice two other things from verse 8. 

John speaks of the commandment as being true in Him and in You. 

                                                 
3 Taken from Robert Yarbrough. 
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This idea is far from an idea today that might sound similar. People today speak of my truth. 
That is a dangerous concept. 

Verse 8 is not speaking of subjective truth but the power of God through Christ. 

It is only because of Christ that we can love God or others in the way that we are 
commanded. 

This is important to keep in mind. The source of love is not found in you, though you should 
see the power at work within you. 

In your own natural affections and natural strength, you cannot love as you are called, 
certainly not in the fullness of this command. 

Notice also the end of verse 8.  

Johns speaks of the darkness passing away and the true light already shining. 

There are some questions, but this phrase has a connection with what we have seen in terms 
of the newness of the commandment. 

Because of the work of Christ, a decisive change has come. 

The darkness, that is the kingdom of Satan, is decisively passing away, and the kingdom of 
Christ, the true light, is already shining. 

Though the language is not identical, what John is saying at the end of verse 8 is found 
throughout 1 John in terms of the passing away of the current order of darkness, the present 
reign of Christ, and the ultimate consummation in His return. 

2:17 - the world is passing away 
2:18 - the last hour 
2:28 - when He appears 
3:2 - when He is revealed 
3:14 - passed from death to life 
4:17 - boldness in the day of judgment 



 

Page 6 of 11 - 10/14/18 

5:19 - the sway of the wicked one 

You can love only because of the victory of Jesus Christ. And you are called to do this in the 
face of hatred, disappointment, opposition, and loss. But because of the victory of Christ to do 
so is not in vain. 

It is good that we are aware of the suffering of Christians around the world. Praise God for 
the work of Voice of the Martyrs and Open Doors and other ministries. 

However, consider this. The fullness of the suffering of God’s people cannot be captured by 
these ministries and others. It is just not possible. 

And the goal is not to have our own suffering chronicled. Who knows how God will use you 
in the future. 

But we have to be careful. The call to love, though it is shown to others in deep ways, is 
ultimately something we do for Christ. 

God is the audience. 

And this is why you are called to love regardless of how that love is received. 

 

 

2. IMPLICATIONS FOR THOSE WHO LOVE AND THOSE WHO DO NOT LOVE, 1 JOHN 2:9-11 

It can be sometimes hard to see John’s outline, but what we can see are patterns in John. 

For example in verses 4, 6, and 9, you have repetition of the phrase, “the one who says...” 

At the end of chapter 1, there were three sets of “if” statements. That is similar to what we 
have in verses 4, 6, and 9. 

Also, we have seen how John alternates between the “negative” and the “positive.” And that 
is what we see in verses 9-11, negative, positive, and negative. 
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The verb to love is found 75 times in all of the Epistles of the NT. What stands out is how 1 
John, relatively short, uses the verb 28 times. 

John uses the verb to love in both good and bad ways we can say. There is the love of God 
and others which is praised. There is the love of this world, something obviously not praised. 

Now love is connected with God’s other commandments. I think this is why it is the 
dominant command in 1 John and in other parts of the NT. 

When you don’t love as you are called, you are certainly going to be breaking other 
commandments - gossip, anger, lying, bitterness, etc. 

We don’t want to be reductionistic, but the absence of love is similar to what happens to an 
airline without fuel. The heart of the gospel is God’s love. So, there is no place for the absence 
of love among God’s people. True love must shape all that we do. 

Now the verb to hate is not as common a verb. It is used 2 times in Romans, 1 time in 
Ephesians, Titus, and Hebrews, and 5 times in 1 John. Four of the five times in 1 John, the 
verb to hate is connected with other Christian brothers. 

Now it is important to consider the force of the verb to hate. 

Generally speaking we use the verb to hate in a strong way. In Scripture, the verb to hate can 
have a similar strong meaning or in some cases a more subtle or softer meaning than outright, 
visible hatred. 

Consider the context of John’s letter here. He probably is not focusing in verse 9 on those who 
would show an outright strong form of hatred for others. Certainly, his words would include 
those in this group. 

But more likely John is diagnosing a still serious form of hate that shows itself in selfishness, 
exclusion, and general disregard or in other words a failure to love as commanded. 
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And we probably also consider here that John has in mind a group of people who have 
broken away from the true faith, from the true church, and show a hostility to those whom 
they once claimed to love.4 

Charles Hodge wrote this: 

“It often happens . . . that men are very pious without being very good. Their religion 
expends itself in devotional feelings and services, while the evil passions of their nature 
remain unsubdued.”5 

1 John 4:20 is similar to what we have here in chapter 2. 

1John 4:20   If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he 
who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has 
not seen? 

Now who can claim that he loves everyone as he should? Who never has had an unloving 
thought or word to another believer? Who does not struggle to make sure his thoughts and 
words about and to another believer are what they should be? 

We don’t want to downplay what John is saying, but if not taken properly we would all be 
guilty of eternal damnation. None of us could have any assurance. 

This is not the only passage in the NT that deals with how we are to get along with each 
other. 

Paul in Galatians 5 wrote: 

25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, 
provoking one another, envying one another. 

                                                 
4 Craig S. Keener, The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament, Accordance electronic ed. 
(Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1993), 738. 
5 Cited by Yarbrough, 104. 
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John’s words are a sober warning about how we must be very careful how we think of other 
believers and deal with them. 

It is a serious matter to be part of a local church. 

When we see the sin of hatred in our lives toward another believer, we must seek to confess it 
and turn from it. 

In contrast to the one who hates is the one who loves his brother as commanded. 

The one who loves abides in the light and there is no cause for stumbling in him. 

The verb abide is the same verb used in verse 6. 

Verse 10 is another way of expressing what John said in 1:7. 

1John 1:7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

The word stumbling in verse 9 is a word from Greek you might well recognize, skandalon. 

The word skandalon has different uses in the NT.  

Probably the best meaning as used here means an action that is detrimental to another 
person.6 

The one who loves and walks in the light will not place an obstacle in another believer’s path. 

Robert Yarbrough in his commentary points out that John here is not speaking of 
“unconditional love” as many would define it, meaning a sentimental endorsement of 
whatever anyone might decide and do. Nor does it mean cutting the cloth of the gospel 
message to suit those with no desire to put on the robes washed clean in sacrificial blood.7 

Let us consider an important point and application from this verse. 

                                                 
6 Yarbrough. 
7 Yarbrough. 
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Critical to loving others as we are called is the necessity of being in right fellowship with God. 

You cannot love in your own strength or ability. We cannot love properly unless we are 
living in proper fellowship and obedience before God. 

The Christian life is more than just your own walk, but without being in proper submission to 
Christ, how can you ever truly love and live as you are commanded? 

John closes this section with another negative description of those whose lives are 
characterized by hate. 

What stands out in verse 11? 

It is the word darkness. It is used three times in the verse. 

We certainly have a contrast with 1:5 – in God there is no darkness. 

Darkness is not just the absence of light but being part of the realm of Satan. 

John is not just trying to be creative by repeating the word darkness. He gives a powerful 
description of the blindness of sin – a blindness that is so powerful that the person does not 
even realize that he is blind. 

The darkness has blinded his eyes. Normally people are not blinded by darkness, but in the 
spiritual realm this is true. 

The words of John here are very similar to the words of Jesus from John 12. 

John 12:35   Then Jesus said to them, “A little while longer the light is with you. Walk 
while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you; he who walks in darkness does 
not know where he is going…” 

 

CONCLUSION 

Last week we ended with verse 6. 
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He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked. 

This is the calling given to believers – as we abide in Christ we are to live as Christ lived. 

Do you grasp the totality of this calling? 

If you are in Christ, you must and you will love. Without love you are in darkness. 

 

Close in prayer and a song – 558 

 

BENEDICTION: EPHESIANS 3:20-21 

  Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all 

generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 


